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ty
p

ed
 o

n
 "P

resid
en

t's C
o

m
m

issio
n

 (7
-7

-6
4

)" w
h

ich
 is o

n
ly

 a 
m

onth earlier! 
A

fter "E
x
am

in
atio

n
s req

u
ested

" is ty
p
ed

 "P
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ic-

M
icroscopic F

irearm
s," the latter on the line below

. It is encir-
cled, reflecting that the copy is from

 that part of the lab. A
bove 

"M
icro

sco
p

ic," "S
p

ectro
g

rap
h

ic" is w
ritten

 in
. T

h
e "d

ate re-
ceiv

ed
" is 8

-6
-6

4
. A

fter "E
x

am
in

atio
n

 b
y

" o
n

ly
 "S

h
an

ey
felt" 

is ty
p
ed

 in
, an

d
 u

n
d
er h

is n
am

e "F
razier" is w

ritten
 in

. T
h
u
s 

there is on this first page no identification of the spectrographer. 
T

hat w
as G

allagher. R
obert F

razier w
as a lab firearm

s exam
iner. 

For those w
ho m

ay w
ant to look further into this long-delayed but 

v
ital ex

am
in

atio
n
 in

 m
y
 reco

rd
s, it is in

 th
e F

B
I h

ead
q
u
arters 

"m
ain" O

sw
ald file, in the F

B
I's official file classifications list 

a "security-related" classification, it is "F
oreign C

ounterintelli-
g
en

ce" w
ith

 "fo
rm

erly
 In

tern
al S

ecu
rity

" o
f ",n

d
tio

n
alistic 

T
en

d
en

cy
" am

o
n
g
 th

e o
th

er critical d
escrip

tio
n
s o

f it.) T
h
e 

F
B

I's file n
u
m

b
er fo

r th
is O

sw
ald

 file is 1
0
5
-8

2
5
5
5
. W

ith
in

 
that large file. this part of that testing is S

erial 4668X
. T

he file 
draw

ers reflect the serials each holds and the file folders identify 
th

e serials w
ith

in
 each

 sectio
n

, each
 sin

g
le sectio

n
 o

r v
o

lu
m

e 
being in individual folders. 

T
h

is p
ag

e also
 h

as sp
ace at th

e b
o

tto
m

 fo
r co

m
m

en
ts to

 b
e 

ad
d
ed

. U
n
d
er "S

p
ecim

en
 su

b
m

itted
 fo

r ex
am

in
atio

n
" it is 

typed, "R
equest for location and exam

ination of m
ark on curb-

in
g

 at assassin
atio

n
 site." T

h
e co

p
y

 d
isclo

sed
 to

 m
e w

as m
ad

e 
less understandable by repeated xeroxing. T

he size of F
razier's 

w
riting dim

inishing as he neared the end of the space available 
to

 h
im

. In
 so

m
e p

laces it is n
o

t leg
ib

le at all. 
W

here w
hat F

razier, the firearm
s not the spectrographic ex-

p
ert, w

ro
te is leg

ib
le, h

e d
o

es say
 th

at th
e resu

lts o
f th

e test, 
seem

in
g

ly
 th

e en
circled

 "firearm
s" ex

am
in

atio
n

 b
u

t actu
ally

 
th

e sp
ectro

g
rap

h
ic ex

am
in

atio
n
, sh

o
w

 w
h

at h
e refers to

 as a 
"m

in
o

r d
istu

rb
an

ce" o
n

 th
e "cu

rb
" at its "ed

g
e," m

ean
in

g
 

the rounded curbed edge w
here the horizontal and vertical sur-

faces jo
in

, ,can
 h

av
e b

een
 cau

sed
 b

y
 "th

e co
re p

o
rtio

n
 o

f a 
m

etal-jack
eted

 b
u

llet" lik
e th

o
se alleg

ed
ly

 u
sed

 in
 th

e crim
e. 

B
ut im

m
ediately after that he also gives as the possible cause, 

"a (sic) au
to

m
o
b
ile w

eig
h
t o

r so
m

e o
th

er so
u
rce o

f lead
." 
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T
h
is is a lie, an

d
 it is a lie o

f su
ch

 a n
atu

re th
at F

razier h
ad

 
to be sure there w

ould not be any questioning of it. 
It is a lie because F

razier knew
 that spectrographic exam

ina-
tio

n
 d

isclo
sed

 o
n
ly

 tw
o
 o

f th
e II co

m
p
o
n
en

ts o
f th

e b
u
llet, o

r 
o

f th
e n

in
e o

f its co
re. 

B
ut just im

agine! H
e says it could have been caused not by 

a bullet but by the flying-off of one of the w
heel w

eights w
ith 

w
hich autom

obile tires are balanced! O
r som

ething of sim
ilar 

com
position. 

T
h

is is to
 say

 it co
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 cau

sed
 b

y
 an

y
th

in
g

 in
 th

e 
w

orld com
posed of lead and antim

ony rather than a bullet! 
(T

h
e F

B
I d

id
 n

o
t d

isclo
se th

is p
articu

lar reco
rd

 an
d

 th
e 

G
em

berling synopsis to m
e in m

y law
suit for them

 and/or all 
o

th
er su

ch
 reco

rd
s reflectin

g
 its scien

tific testin
g

. It w
as d

is-
closed under the com

pulsion of the later field offices law
suits 

filed tw
o years after I published P

ost M
ortem

.) 
O

n the F
razier w

orksheet quoted above, alongside his draw
-

ing of the curbstone section show
ing that the portion tested w

as 
on the bend, w

ith a line to the right and to his w
riting begins, 

"P
artly discernable sm

oothing off—
no groove or visible" and 

then it is not legible. It m
ay refer to another form

 of m
echanical 

injury or m
arking. 

T
h

at "sm
o

o
th

in
g

 o
ff—  is so

m
eth

in
g
! Im

ag
in

e a "firearm
s 

ex
p
ert" ex

am
in

in
g
 a sectio

n
 o

f co
n
crete cu

rb
sto

n
e th

at w
as 

k
n

o
w

n
 to

 h
av

e h
ad

 a b
allistics im

p
act o

n
 it an

d
 th

at b
allistic 

im
pact m

erely sm
oothed the concrete out m

ore than it w
as w

hen 
m

anufactured! 
T

h
ere is n

o
 q

u
estio

n
 at all o

f w
h

at h
ap

p
en

ed
 an

d
 as I set 

forth throughout P
ost M

ortem
 P

art IV
, w

ithout a peep from
 the 

F
B

I then, since then, now
 m

ore than a dozen years later, or at 
an

y
 p

o
in

t fo
r th

e m
an

y
 y

ears th
at test-resu

lt law
su

its w
ere in

 
court, w

here I alleged it under oath: that curbstone w
as patched! 

T
his is clearly visible in the pictures. I first published them

 
in P

ost M
ortem

 o
n

 p
ag

es 6
0

8
 an

d
 6

0
9

. O
n

 th
e left-h

an
d

 p
ag

e 
are th

e U
n
d
erw

o
o
d
 an

d
 D

illard
 p

ictu
res as o

f th
e tim

e o
f th

e 
assassin

atio
n
 an

d
 o

n
 th

e rig
h
t-h

an
d
 p

ag
e is a p

ictu
re o

f th
at 

curbstone section as it is in the A
rchives, this picture taken for 

m
e there. T

here is also an enlargem
ent of that "sm

oothed-off' 
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sectio
n
. It is n

o
t o

n
ly

 m
u
ch

 sm
o
o
th

er to
 sig

h
t an

d
 to

 to
u
ch

, it 
is distinctly darker in shade. 

T
h
is w

as m
o
re th

an
 m

erely
 v

isib
le to

 m
e—

it w
as o

b
v
io

u
s. 

Is there any doubt that the F
B

I, m
eaning all the m

any involved 
in this charade in the F

B
I, including that ass-covering G

em
ber-

ling in D
allas, had to know

 it even better than I? A
ll those w

ho 
m

ade and filed reports, and w
ho testified under oath? 

W
hen I, a nonexpert, w

as certain this w
as the case from

 those 
p
ictu

res an
d
 o

n
 read

in
g
 S

h
an

ey
felt's ev

asio
n
s an

d
 im

p
o
ssib

le 
testim

ony relating to any kind of bullet or bullet-fragm
ent im

-
p
act, w

ere n
o
t all th

o
se F

B
I h

o
tsh

o
ts ev

en
 m

o
re aw

are o
f it, 

m
o

re p
o

sitiv
e in

 w
h

at th
eir ed

u
catio

n
, train

in
g

; an
d

 ex
p

eri-
en

ce—
all o

f th
eta--k

n
ew

? 
O

ught not all those W
arren C

om
m

ission counsels, especially 
th

e fo
rm

er assistan
t d

istrict atto
rn

ey
 o

f P
h

ilad
elp

h
ia, A

rlen
 

S
p

ecter, w
h

o
se area o

f th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's w

o
rk

 th
is w

as, h
av

e 
h
ad

 at th
e v

ery
 least a su

sp
icio

n
? 

N
o
t o

n
e said

 a w
o
rd

 an
d
 am

o
n
g
 th

o
se w

h
o
 p

arlay
ed

 th
eir 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 careers in
to

 p
ro

fessio
n

al ad
v

an
cem

en
ts, S

p
ecter 

advanced until he is and has been a senator from
 P

ennsylvania. 
A

ll com
bined in that aw

ful crim
e of silence, w

hen m
en ought 

to cry out! 
U

nlike the P
osners w

ho cringe at the m
ere thought of adm

it-
tin

g
 th

at an
y

b
o

d
y

 h
ad

 d
o

n
e an

y
 p

rio
r w

o
rk

 in
 th

e area o
f th

eir 
w

riting, I encourage others to use m
ine and I cannot rem

em
ber 

ask
in

g
 to

 b
e cred

ited
 a sin

g
le tim

e. T
h
u
s w

h
en

 H
en

ry
 H

u
rt, a 

R
eaders D

igest roving editor, a fine w
riter, an authentic conser-

vative, and a southern gentlem
an of the old school, w

rote R
ea-

sonable D
oubt, (N

ew
 Y

ork, H
olt R

inehart and W
inston, 1985) 

I gave him
 a free peer review

 of the m
anuscript as he w

rote it. 
I u

rg
ed

 h
im

 to
 carry

 m
y
 w

o
rk

 o
n
 th

is ev
id

en
ce fo

rw
ard

 w
ith

 
w

hat his publisher could afford and I could not, an expert exam
-

ination of that piece of curbing resting in the A
rchives. 

W
hen w

e deposed John K
ilty, another lab agent in that F

O
IA

 
law

su
it fo

r th
e test resu

lts*
 an

d
 th

e q
u

estio
n

in
g

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 

•W
h

e
n

 I re
file

d
 th

a
t la

w
s
u

it u
n

d
e

r th
e

 a
m

e
n

d
e

d
 F

O
IA

 a
s
 C

.A
.7

5
.0

2
2

6
. th

e
 

firs
t c

a
s
e

 u
n

d
e

r th
e

 a
m

e
n

d
e

d
 a

c
t, a

ll th
e

 L
a

b
 a

g
e

n
ts

 in
v
o

lv
e

d
. a

ll re
la

tiv
e

ly
 

y
o
u
n
g
, re

tire
d
. T

h
e
n
 th

e
 F

B
I c

la
im

e
d
 w

h
e
n
 I s

o
u
g
h
t to

 d
e
p
o
s
e
 th

e
m

 th
a
t 
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w
hether any test had been perform

ed to determ
ine w

hether there 
w

as a patch, he gave us som
e free advice in his answ

er: 
"W

h
at y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 d
o
 is h

av
e a b

u
ild

in
g
-m

aterial scien
tist 

look at that. D
ifferent kinds of concrete that are used. T

hey can 
tell the difference betw

een a patching m
aterial and a perm

anent 
m

aterial. It's n
o

t a v
ery

 d
ifficu

lt th
in

g
 b

u
t y

o
u

 w
o

u
ld

n
't u

se 
activation analysis to show

 it is different." 
R

em
em

bering this I encouraged H
enry and he took the F

B
I's 

professional advice, the advice of its fam
ous laboratory. H

e did 
en

g
ag

e su
ch

 a firm
 an

d
 u

n
d

er d
ate o

f M
arch

 1
7

, 1
9

8
3

, it re-
ported to H

enry's research assistant and fact-checker, S
issi M

a-
leki. T

he "purpose" of his M
arch 10 exam

ination w
as "to look 

for external signs w
hich m

ight indicate that the concrete curb-
stone had been patched." 

N
aturally, S

pecter et al., including P
osner, saw

 no such need. 
A

fter all, it w
as m

erely the assassination of an A
m

erican P
resi-

d
en

t th
ey

 an
d
 th

e F
B

I w
ere in

v
estig

atin
g
 an

d
 p

art o
f th

eir re-
sponsibilities w

as to determ
ine w

hether or not there had been 
a conspiracy. O

sw
ald, long dead, had never had a free m

om
ent 

fo
r p

atch
in

g
 th

at cu
rb

sto
n
e. W

h
o
 h

ad
 th

e m
o
tiv

e to
 h

id
e th

e 
ev

id
en

ce th
at "ch

ip
," also

 d
escrib

ed
 as a "scar," h

eld
? T

h
e 

o
n
e an

d
 o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 acco

m
p
lish

ed
 b

y
 p

atch
in

g
 th

at in
n
o
cen

t 
curbstone w

as to m
ake it im

possible to recover the m
etal depos-

its and analyze them
 scientifically. D

oing that hid forever the 
traces of one of those bullets attributed to O

sw
ald. 

T
he only intent possible w

as to hide forever the com
position 

of a bullet other than the one attributed to O
sw

ald. 
H

ere are excerpts from
 the report of the F

B
I-recom

m
ended 

professional exam
ination: 

b
e
ca

u
se

 th
e
y h

a
d
 re

tire
d
 th

e
y co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 ca

lle
d
 to

 te
stify. T

h
e
 a

lle
g
e
d
 re

a
so

n
 

w
a
s
 th

a
t th

e
y
 w

e
re

 n
o
 lo

n
g
e
r e

m
p
lo

y
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 F

B
I. I h

a
d
 to

 litig
a
te

 th
a
t 

b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 co

u
rt co

m
p
e
lle

d
 th

e
m

 to
 a

p
p
e
a
r a

n
d
 b

e
 d

e
p
o
se

d
. K

itty re
p
la

ce
d
 

o
n
e
 o

f th
o
s
e
 w

h
o
 re

tire
d
. H

e
 p

ro
v
id

e
d
 th

e
 F

B
I's

 a
ffid

a
v
its

. A
s
 s

o
o
n
 a

s
 h

e
 

sta
rte

d
 filin

g
 th

e
m

, I p
ra

ye
d
 h

e
 re

so
rte

d
 to

 p
e
rju

ry. T
h
e
 re

sp
o
n
se

 o
f th

a
t fu

d
g
e
 

Jo
h
n
 P

ra
tt w

a
s to

 te
ll m

y la
w

ye
r, Jim

 L
e
sa

r a
n
d
 m

e
 first th

a
t w

e
 co

u
ld

 ca
tch

 

m
o

re
 flie

s
 w

ith
 h

o
n

e
y
 th

a
n

 w
ith

 v
in

e
g

a
r a

n
d

 th
e

n
 th

a
t o

u
ts

id
e

 o
f c

o
u

rt w
e

 

c
o
u
ld

 b
e
 s

u
e
d
 fo

r s
u
c
h
 s

ta
te

m
e
n
ts

. W
h
e
n
 L

e
s
a
r o

ffe
re

d
 to

 w
a
lk

 o
u
t o

f th
e
 

co
u
rtro

o
m

 a
n
d
 re

p
e
a
t th

e
 a

lle
g
a
tio

n
s, P

ra
tt d

ro
p
p
e
d
 th

e
 m

a
tte

r. A
n
d
 ig

n
o
re

d
 

K
itty

's
 p

ro
v
e

n
 p

e
rju

ry
. 
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A
t the center of the concrete curb section, on the vertical 

face just below
 the curbed transition betw

een the hori-
zontal and vertical surfaces, there w

as a dark gray spot. 
T

he dark spot had fairly w
ell defined boundaries, so that 

it stood out visually from
 the surrounding concrete sur-

face. T
he spot w

as roughly ellipsoidal in shape, approxi-
m

ately 1/2 in. by 3/4 in. in principal dim
ensions. 

T
he surfaces of the curb w

hich w
ould norm

ally have 
been exposed in service w

ere visually exam
ined w

ith the 
aid of a 10X

 illum
inated m

agnifier, w
ith special attention 

g
iven

 to
 th

e d
a
rk sp

o
t. It is sig

n
ifica

n
t to

 n
o
te th

a
t n

o
 

o
th

er a
rea

s o
f any size w

ere found anyw
here on these 

surfaces w
ith characteristics sim

ilar to those of the dark 
spot. T

hese characteristics are described below
. 

T
he m

ost obvious characteristic of the dark spot w
as 

the difference in color. T
he boundaries of the darker area 

w
ere as w

ell defined under the 10X
 m

agnifier as they w
ere 

to the unaided eye. It is considered probably that the dif-
ference in color is due to the cem

ent paste; how
ever, the 

possibility of a surface-induced stain cannot be ruled out;. 
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m
ay be explained in term

s of the statistical variations in 
the distribution of sand grains throughout the concrete 
m

ass. 
T

h
e u

p
p

er ed
g

e o
f th

e d
a

rk sp
o

t a
p

p
ea

red
, to

 sh
o

w
 

m
arks of som

e sand grains having been dislodged along 
the boundary betw

een the dark spot and the surrounding 
concrete area. T

his is consistent w
ith the relatively w

eaker 
zo

n
es th

a
t n

o
rm

a
lly o

ccu
r in

 th
e th

in
, o

r "fea
th

ered
," 

ed
g

es o
f a

 su
rfa

ce p
a

tch
. A

g
a

in
, h

o
w

ever, th
e d

is-
lodgem

ent of sand grains could be due to other causes. 
In sum

m
ary, the dark spot show

s visual characteristics 
w

hich are significantly different from
 those of the sur-

rounding concrete surface. W
hile any one of the differ-

ences, by itself could be easily explained in term
s other 

than a patch, the sim
ultaneous occurrence of those differ-

ences w
ould am

ount to a rather curious coincidence of 
characteristics. B

ut the existence of a surface patch w
ould 

also be consistent w
ith and explain all of the observed 

differences. 

B
ecause the exam

ination w
as lim

ited to that curbstone as 
exam

ined that day, this is a proper professional caution. B
ut 

w
ith there having been a visible dam

age, a "scar" or a "nick" 
or a "chip" that only a patch can explain it is obvious. 

A
n

o
th

er d
ifferen

ce w
a

s n
o

ted
 in

 th
e co

lo
r o

f th
e sa

n
d

 
grains. T

he sand grains in the surrounding concrete sur-
face w

ere predom
inantly sem

i-translucent light gray in 
co

lo
r, b

u
t th

ere w
a

s a
lso

 a
 sig

n
ifica

n
t a

m
o

u
n

t o
f lig

h
t 

brow
n sand grains. T

he dark spot contained only sem
i-

translucent light grays and grains. It is possible that the 
difference in sand color m

ay be due to a different kind of 
concrete; i.e., a patch, existing in the dark spot area. H

ow
-

ever, g
iven

 th
e ra

tio
 o

f lig
h

t g
ra

y sa
n

d
 g

ra
in

s to
 lig

h
t 

brow
n sand grains in the surrounding concrete surface, 

and the relatively sm
all size of the dark spot area, it is 

also possible that the difference in color of sand grains 

B
ecause there had been the very visible m

echanical dam
age 

at precisely that point there w
as no question rem

aining after the 
exam

ination by a professional engineer from
 a respected firm

 
of engineers. N

ot having the evidence of the dam
age before 

him
, to elim

inate any possible doubt he recom
m

ended ... "that 
a m

ore detailed visual exam
ination, using techniques of m

icro-
scopic petrograph, be conducted to gain m

ore conclusive infor-
m

ation regarding the cem
ent paste, the sand grains and the 

surface coloration." 
"C

em
ent paste" is not w

hat curbstones are cast of. T
hey are 

of cast concrete. 
W

hat the F
B

I could tell m
e to do professionally and scien-

tifically to determ
ine the obvious it did not do for itself or the 

country. N
aturally, its founding director already having had his 

vision from
 above and know

n before any investigation at all 
that O

sw
ald w

as the assassin and the lone assassin. T
his in som

e 
A

d
j 

detail in N
ever A

gain! that is being prepared for publication as 
I w

rite this. 

111  
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W
ith

 w
h

at im
p

aired
 vision

 an
d

 w
ith

 th
e u

n
aid

ed
 eye—

n
ot 

even
 w

ith
 a m

agn
ifyin

g glass—
it is th

at ob
viou

s—
I cou

ld
 an

d
 

d
id

 see w
as not visible to those upw

ardly m
obile C

om
m

ission 
leg

a
l ea

g
les, S

p
ecter a

n
d

 a
ll th

e o
th

ers?
 O

r to
 th

e F
B

I?
 

Im
possible! 

T
h

is is th
e w

ay th
at crim

e w
as in

vestigated
. 

T
h

is is w
h

at left a fortu
n

e to b
e w

h
ored

, w
h

at so d
isq

u
ieted

 
an

d
 d

isen
ch

an
ted

 so m
an

y, so m
an

y of w
h

om
 w

ere n
ot th

en
 

yet born. 

T
h

is is w
h

at m
ad

e it p
ossib

le for th
e P

resid
en

t to b
e con

-
signed to history w

ith the dubious epitaph of a dishonest nonin- 
vestigation that w

as officially decided upon virtually the instant 
O

sw
ald

 d
ied

, as is d
ocu

m
en

ted
 in

 N
ever A

gain! 
T

h
e en

gin
eerin

g rep
ort, too, w

as in
 th

e "
C

u
rb

ston
e"

 file 
P

osn
er eith

er d
id

 n
ot look

 at or look
ed

 in
 an

d
 ign

ored
 a fu

ll 
m

on
th

 after h
is tw

o d
ays w

ith
 T

agu
e. 

A
n

d
 th

is is, too, on
ly on

e of th
e m

an
y reasons P

osner and 
his ilk

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e con
sign

ed
 to h

istory's refu
se h

eap
s. 

IX
 

T
h

e M
o

d
el o

f H
isto

rical S
ch

o
larsh

ip
 

T
he last w

ords in P
osner's hook arc liP

.o those of a prosecutor 

closing his case: 

"
L

ee H
a
rvey O

sw
a
ld

, d
riven

 b
y la

v o
w

n
 tw

isted
 a

n
d
 

im
pen

etrable fu
ries, w

as th
e on

ly asset vitt at D
ealev P

laza 
on

 N
ovem

ber 22, 1963. T
o say oth

er w
ise, in

 ligh
t of th

e 
overw

h
elm

in
g eviden

ce, is to absolve a m
an

 w
ith

 blood 
vi 

o
n

 h
is h

a
n

d
s, a

n
d

 to
 m

o
ck

 th
e P

Ir d
en

t h
e k

illed
."

 
 

(P
age 472.1 

H
ad

 th
is b

een
 in

 a cou
rt of law

 rather W
an of public opinion; 

h
ad

 O
sw

ald
 ever h

ad
 a d

efen
se cou

n
sel p

rep
ared

 to give h
im

 a 
vigorou

s d
efen

se, w
h

at P
osn

er says in
 u

M
in

g an
d

 w
h

at h
e says 

throughout w
ould have been subjected to a m

uch m
ore rigorous 

exam
in

ation
 th

an
 is p

osib
le for an

 u
n

w
ell an

d
 p

artly h
an

d
i-

cap
p

ed
 octogen

arian
 w

h
o h

as to d
ep

er4 on
 h

is m
em

ory an
d

 
lack

s m
ean

in
gfu

l access to h
is ow

n
 m

atrfials- 
B

ut w
ith no m

ore than m
em

ory ten-icy...A
, P

osner's prosecution-
typ

e case w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave su

rvived
 b

efr,ra; a real ju
ry. N

on
e of 

it stacks, not a single solitary bit of evidrA
c 4; c of the crim

e itself. 

H
is H

artsogian
 sh

rin
k

ery, m
ean

in
g w

h
o- , P

osn
er said

 it m
ean

t 
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