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es,” & misnomer since half of

them are from Jackson, a few
miles to the west but still in East Felicia-
pa Parish,

Their contribution to history is that
they place Lee Harvey Oswald, the
accused murderer of President John F.
Kennedy, in East Feliciana less than
three months before the Nov. 22, 1963,
essassination in Dallas.

Some of the witnesses saw two older
men with Oswald. One they bave identi-
fied as New Orleans businessman Clay
Shaw, who in 1969 was tried and acquit-
ted on a charge of conspiring to murder
Kennedy. The other they have identified
as David Ferrie, a New Otleans pilot who
also has been a central figure in conspira-
cy theories advanced during the 28 years
since the assassination.

Oswald, Shaw and Ferrie — now all
dead — are amang the central characters
depicted in the recInlly rlllmd JFK,
Oliver Stone’s con! film version
of an alleged conspiracy and coverup in
the Kennedy assassination.

The small but significant East Pelicia-
na chapter was filmed in Clinton, butcut
from the final version of tha thres-hour

movie,

hey've come to be known collee-
T tively as “the Clinton witness-

(it Ll

';Were- these three men in Clmton
th.ree months before President
T was assassmated‘? If s 80, why‘? .

Skxia: ancamm /Maqazineedﬂm-
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ne afternoon in the late summer
o of 1963, Edwin Lea McGehee re-
turned from lunch to re-open his
barbershop, Lea's, on Market Street,
which is the name fﬂlljl.. 10 as it forms

through
The little single-chair shop is wedged
into -mnhmmm‘luhon
“Bill" In 1963, the barber chair was &
white-and-silver ique. A

i -Th
atranger said he was fnm New Orlu.ul
and was looking for work. He mqu.uld
about possible o at East Louisi
ana State Hospital in Jacksdn,

When McGehes mentioned that it was

bench against one side wall formed a
waiting area. The walls werestuccoand a
fan hung from the middle of the 12-foot

ceilings.

On the fateful day, McGehee recalls it
waa unse ly cool and that he had
left the door open after returning from
lunch.

“This stranger walks in the door,”
McGehes remembers. The barber, who
is now East Feliciana's registrar urm-
&rs, belioves the man was wearing a
jacket, which he removed to reve
Hawaiian:

-n?h shirt.
“He said, Tneed a bl:nh?t.' » h
McGehee remembers thinking that
the customer really didn't need a hair-

cut.

“A barbershop is a good place to get in-
formation,” he remembers his customer
taying. .

During the haircut, McGehee says the

recalls.

McGehes thinking, “This
fallow looks legit; I'm going to help him."

MeGehee says he told the man he
should talk to Reeves Morgan, then a
state representative, and that it also
j:lf::htlplfhn were a registered votar

hee drew his customer a map to
Morgan's house, a short drive from
downtown Jackson, and bade him fare-
well. The stranger never offered his
name and departed after the 15-minute
encounter.
If it was Onn.ld who had defected to
the Soviet Union in 1959, the Old Bank
Bulldin; directly scross from the shop
could not bave escaped his notice as he
stepped back out onto Market Street.
The building’s odd architecture and
Russian-style dome sets it apart from
the rest of downtown Jackson.
+

t}gd J ackson
ennedy

ther — or nei -
it has since been nt.nbli-hod that
ldd'- 's licence nor

n 1863, State Rep. Reeves Mo
Ilnml in the :K:In, pamed ld

House" on the -gravel Dawson
Road just outside Jackson. Built in 1868,
the small wooden structure bad an open
front porch,.a storm cellar on one side
and & cistern in back Ancient knotted
cedars lined both sides of the dwelling.
From the house, a view of the inclined
gravel driveway scross the front lawn
was obstructed by more trees, which
today are replaced by

Morgan says he was stoid npahi'
trash fire in his fireplace in the parlor
when he heard a kmock at the front door.
He thinks it was late August and that the
temperature had Inexplicably dropped
to the upper 508

{Continued on Page 12)”
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(Continued from Page 11)

Morgan says a young man in a light tan jacket
identified himself as Lee Oswald and said he
needed a job, Morgan ua he remembers the
name because he taiked about it for a while, of-
fering that he had heard of “Qswald” as a first
name, but not as a last name.

Aftér inviting the man in, Morgan says they
sat by the fireplace and talked for about half an
hour. He says Oswald told him he was going to
register to vote ani ufply for a job at East Loui~
siana State Hospital. Morgan says his visit
said he could do all types of work and :pcc:ﬁc
ly mentioned having electriclan’s skills.

Morgan remembers his visitor aa ln\nng "l 3

funny manner of speaking,” though he could
not elaborate. After seeing the man to the door,
Morgan says the front trees blocked his ntw of
the car in which his visitor deputed

eanwhile, across the pansh in Chmon.

black voter registration drive was
under way during this same period, ac-
cording to Advocate newspaper files. The effort

Iy TCOREY, a civil-
in the early '60s. HETRIAR

Several CORE workers as well as the parish
registrar of voters and the Clinton Town Mar-
shal noticed some strange outsiders near the re-
raIr's office, according to Advocate newspa-
es.
Sume of the witnesses could not be located 28
later and at least one has died. But what
i> @ brief summary of their Lestimony at
-1 {in 1080, acenrding to Advo-

was sponsored by the Congregs of Racial Equal- | 1

ished that Shaw wasdire

# people-in thacar.” ‘ =
Manchestar has since moved out ot state And
oould not be located.
At the trial, Palmer, the registrar, identifisd
D-wnldumutanly two whites in the long line
En rospective voters. He said he passed Oswald
e at least six times. Palmer also identified
Shlw and Ferrie as the occupants of the black
Cadillac,
Palmer testified that when Oswald reached
the front of the line he made no attempt to reg-
ister to voLe. Inatead, Palmer said, Oswald
T Louisi:

ana State Hospital and showed Palmer his
Navy identification card made out to Lee H.
Oswald with a New Orleans address.
The registrar testified he advised Oswald to
apply at the hospital or talk with the mayors of
Clinton or Jackson or to State Rep. Morgan.
Palmer is now deceased. Coincidentally, his
successor as registrar is McGehee, the Jackson
barber who had cut Oswald' hair,

[ Shnv and Dawald: nnd tho other pomted to
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Wn i -
'htmw & Tepor !femxr

8haw, Oswald and Ferril a8 bemg the au‘mden
prr.unl: in Clinton, """

* Finally, two Eutl.nuhxana State. Hospltal
5 amployeal tastified in. New. Orleans that
Oswald had filled out a job application there in
maﬁi the spphmnn nnu]d not be lo- -

“At the mal Shnw denled having ever met’]
Oam.ld or Ferrig. Ferrie had died in 1967 short-
before | Gamsbn was to havn him mmd in

e 7 b
: nllwmg the lln.um.ltiorl and news re-
F rta picturing the accused assassin,
Gehee and Morgan say they had no,
doubt as to the identity of the stranger who had
paid them separate visits three months earlier.
They're sure it was Lee Harvey Oswald. 3
Morgan says he ulephoned the FBI office in
Baton Rouge shortly after the assassination to
report Oswald's presence in East Feliciana a
few months earlier. Morgan said the person he
spoke with in the FBI office said, “We already
know about that."”
[ McGehee and Morgan say they were never
contacted by the FBI or the Warren Commis-
sion, which issued its official report in 1964
naming Oswald as the lone assasain. The
Feliciana incidents were not mentioned in ei-
ther the Warren Report or the accompanying
26 volumes of evidence. Curiously, the Eust Fel-
iciana witnesses had information about a time
period — Aug. 22 through Sept. 17 — for which
the Warren Commission could not account for

T“nCORE \\orker-rr f"L ton ot

the time
L ! ¥

Nswald's whereabouts,

t the st
whunU.S Rap..’ohnﬂln
for the arsa at the.tims, ji

I.isMnltory'.

It.w-n I.huﬁ l.lu.l
a New oﬂ-n—ba
sasinate Ke: . Garrisg

. The witnesses ~incl
McGehee — finally got ta
the record in lmuﬂu
Orleans.
After the Shaw trial, M
ternational media showe(
interviewing the East Fel
news stories and documen
They were again contac
MecGehee said, when the
Committee on As.snnnn
Baton Rouge to give tape
piece together Oswald's
months pmedm; the mss:

, Edwin Lea
bu er chair has |
newer model, the we

retired in favor of five chy
have been covered with d.
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Congressmed
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o¢ the area st ghe time, jnquired about it. lj.ad ;

aid a Shreve pewspaper then intervie

sme of the Peliciana witnesses and pub-

shed a story.. ik w2l
It was at this point that New Orleans District

.tzorney Jim Garrison had begun to investigate
possible New Drleans-based conspiracy to as-
Lsinate Kennédy. Garrison's investigators ap-
arently got wind of the East Feliciana goings-
= and began-fterviewing the Clinton and |
ickson witnesses. | . . o A B EER

The witnesses —-including Morgan and"
fcGehee — finally got to tell their stories for
-2 record in 1969 at Clay Shaw’s trial in New
'rleans. g sl s el

After the Shaw trial, McGehee said, the in-
rnational media showed interest and began
aterviewing the East Feliciana witnesses for
=ws stories and documentaries. T

They were contacted officially in 1978,
{: Jehee said, when the U.S. House Select
smmittee on Assassinations called them to

\zton Rouge to (5;" taped depositions to help

‘ece togsther Qawald’s whereabouts in the
b .'mths prece a ation.

barber chair has been replaced by a
newer model, the wooden bench has been
‘+24 in favor of five chairs, the stucco walls
+ been covered with dark paneling and the
-ter sole has been moved inside. McGehee
alv on Saturdays now, devoting most

T oday, Edwin Lea McGehee's antique
N

the story was around 1966:
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wson R%a:[ Heis rotued-_huz‘fl
political careér aftar two termsin
ure and gstinfont ‘Enstl-‘egli«.‘
s e By o

" seat.on the Palics Jury
T Oawald;washhnttodeam police cuy
tody two days after the assassination. He was "]
24. Ferrie died of a brain hemorrhage in 1967 at
the ags of 49, Shaw died of cancerin'1974 at the
age of 61. Garrison retired Nov. ¥, 1991, from .
_ the state 4th Circuit Court of Appeal, where fie
“had served for 13 years. .. - ° 2 et
L . And'controversy still surrounds the circum- .
stances of the Kennedy assassination more ™
than 28 years later. : ' g R
The Warren Commission concluded that °
Oswald acted alons in murdering the president. -
In the mid-"70s, among ing public discon-- !
tent with this finding, the U.S. House Select
_Committes on Assassinations began a new in-; |
vestigation. In its final re| in 1979, the com-
mittee concluded that Oswald had fired the"
fatal shots. However, it further stated that,
based on acoustical evidence, another gunman
had fired one shot from the “grassy knoll” area
_in Dealey Plaza in Dallas, The committee ruled ;
~YHere was 8 "high probability” that Kennedy
was killed asaresultofa consgixacy and thator-
ganized crime probably had had a hand in it.
The committee turned its fresh evidence over
tothe U.S, Department of Justice with a recom-
mendation that the new leads be pursued. The
Justice Department said in 1988 that the acous-
tical evidence had been misinterpreted, but, to
date, no new officinl pronouncements have

10 the Remizirar's office.
temipw =7 huseoved ooty

been mede. Books and movies continue to dis-
a e nenfteinl varsi o @
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and David Perrje have for tak-
ingatripto East Feliciana Parish in the
* Summer of 19637 , - -z .

e 'I'wuthnommmﬁnh‘ 28sassi-
) Dation researchers, Both'pre-suppose
i that Oswald was being L2
i others, perhaps as a paid

i| #n operation the purpose of which heg
11 ‘Was not awar eEEr A )

8, il
feel the man {dbur_iﬂad

% remembered as the Ed :
in JFK who administer ¢ drunked pis-

" .  Shaw and Banister fit the same gen-.

i wavy gray hair,

7 leanings and was an’as:
% rie's. :
7 dress. in New Orleans' :somehow
*_appeared on the Fair Play for Cuba
- leaflets that Oswald had been distrib-
i uting earlier that August; (How or why

with an anti-communist’s address
never been answered.) -

+ newsletter, Echoes of i

bein,
1,cial Equality (CORE). Some segrega-
| Honists had charged that CORE was a
*-communist front group. Hoch writes
 that pe luira_naffnnwaaundqu.yto
> =F‘.';!'='°l.‘ i

bé, writes that “anyone
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" parish three months before the Kinne-
. dy assessination? =

Very, according to writers and offi-
cials familiar with the case. It should be
noted in the direct quotations that fol-
low that the term “Clinton witnesses”

" is used to encompass the Jackson wit-
nesses as well,

The U.S. House Select Committee on
Assassinations examined six of these
witnesses, committee's final report
issued in 1979 states: “The Committes
found that the Clinton witnesses were
credible and significant ... If the wit-
nesses were not only truthful but accu-
rate as well in their accounts, they es-

undetermined nature between (David)
Ferrie, (Clay) Shaw and (Lee) Oswald
less than three months before the as-
sassination.”

7 eral deseription: tall, heavily buile,.
ir, Banister, & former FBI - ]
| agent, had strong ‘anti-communist - Oswald.
. s3ociate of Fer-_,-- ‘Garr
Banister's 544 Caiip St office ad- -

- 8ing, He sdys “shee

Two schools of thought
on why they were there

£ hat possible Bigtive could Lée - Wh
k WHawey Oswald, Clay Shaw  woul

‘

. Louisia;

! pro-communist lituamnivnmmﬁ:g :

{ _'This theory is laid forth by Warren
, Commission critic Paul L. Hoch in his "
(5 s KA

the Oswald sighting in Clin=- .
: mmg voter registral tito‘:adrin was *
E;pnmud by the Coalition of Ra-

Is,-authors find
tnesses credible™”

P 2
ow believable are the ast Feli-
s ciaha witnesses who say they.
saw Lee Harvey Oswald f their

tablished an association of an’

gl Thin general theory would seem to -

(¥ Jim Gatrigon, the formet New Or.

o e

gme

pation. Such participants would,

predictably, rup for cover following the
in no matter how unrelated

the twd'events might have bean.” -

e e Q;rdd'uwedina_
‘terest i gaining employment at East |-
; ate Hospital, the single

‘commy u

leans district's e
Shaw, has another theory, He feels that. .
the visit to Clintgn and Jackson was

art of fontinuing “sheepdjpping” of !
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h defines that term in-his
;?ﬂh%’g, On the Trail af't?:-‘lssum e
: is'the in-
ﬁ;ﬂgzm comm term for “ma-

behavior tocreatea
esired imagg ”:nih:t this case that ofa_

wald simply
A\E voter drive
‘ At the mental _
B Selimgen 20T g
arrison writes: A fow wéeks of
: 1 ok would have been
Bx:m;ﬂ: to gon;plnlr: the pi;:ture of

W wandsa rom one
kl;toﬁmu:th:é?l:‘. “fi.th a mi;;]':f luck
and a little orchestration, it might even
have been ; @ — with a gwitch of
cards from ‘smployee’ to ‘patient’ — to
have the right trist at Jackson
dmmnl? the pro he had in ‘tiru[:;
ing strange nt name
8 thiesrang oupaten:

Author Henry Hurt, in his book,
Reasonable Dou an otharwise
dim view of New Orleans District At-
torney Jim Garrison's prosecution of
Shaw. But of the East eliciana wit-
nesses, Hurt writes: “Remarkably di-
verse witnesses, they testified with im-
Pressive consistency.

“The testimony was a convincing
boost to the basic Prosecution assertion
that Shaw, in contrast to his sworn de-
nials, did know Ferrie and Oswald., The
cOnsensus among courtroom ohservers
was that these witnesses were the most
Persuasive presented by the prosecu-
tion.”

Hurt continues: “This_fresh evi-
dence, ‘never mentioned by the Warren

Ommission, was Garrison’s most valu-
able contribution to an understanding
of Oswald’s activities. It was virtually
lost in the circus atmosphere that char-
acterized the rest of the trial. From that
point forward, averything was downbhill
for Garrison's case against Shaw."” B

iy 8haw was, in fact, Guy Banister, best’ - sta ies‘of 5 f th, Ei'hcf'ughtd' :
rjenaw was, in fact, Guy Banister, b “atoriesof 'y of the Jackson an
g 'Ed Asrer character .  Clintoh I e
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