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Cline Quits State,

Cites Uneasiness

By Marilyn Berger

Bya thl.nllon_yt Staff Writer .

Ray 8. Cline, a senior offi-
cial of the State Department,
is resigning after 31 years in
.Bovernment beca he feels
.he cannot work effectively in
an administration hobbled by

. the Watergate seandals.

The resignation, which is to
be submitted to Secretary of
State Henry A. Kissinger to-
day, constitutes the first bya
high-level State Department

' official directly attributable
to the malaise in government
Erowing out of the continuing
series of domestic crises,’

Cline became director of

* the Office of Intelligence and

in November, 1969,

after a long eareer in the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. 3

Despite deep dismay with
the revelations of the past

; summer, Cline has told-
friends he wanted to remain
in government. But the combi-
nation of outrage at these dis-
closures and what he consid-
ered the overconeentration of
decision-making led Cline to £
decide he could be more ef-

fective outside the govern- '

ment.

The resignation of Attorney
General Elliot L. Richardson
—who as deputy secretary of
state recruited Cline from the
CIA—apparently weighed
strongly in the decision to re-
sign. Cline was overheard tell-

r'f/5{73P

ing a Richardson aide about a
week ago: “I want you to tell
Elliot that his resignation was
the first heartwarming actof a
high administration official in
recent months,"

Cline has been offered a
position at Géorgetown Uni-
versity's Center for Strategic
and International Studies, a
Washington-based “think.
tank” that is generally con-
servative and supportive of
the Nixon istration's

foreign and strategic policies. |

Cline has told friends re-
cently that he is becoming in-
«ereasingly uneasy about the
concentration of decision-
making in the hands of one
person serving both as Secre-

" tary of State and national ge-
curity adviser to the Presi-
dent, leaving no single gov-
ernment department in-
formed of the facts that go into
" erucial policy moves. This

' concern has grown despite

Cline’s respect for Kissinger
and the good working rela-
tionship they have reportedly
enjoyed. : 1
-~ Cline has also expressed
criticism with the way the ad-
ministration, in s
pair relationships with for-

mer adversaries, has seri-

ously damaged traditional
{gendshlps with Japan and
e NATO allies. -
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