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Ray S. Cline Dies at i
U.S. Intelligence Official

By Bart Barnes
Washington Post Staff Writer

. Ray S. Cline, 77, a former official
+ of the Central Intelligence
jwhoplayedacriﬁmlmlehnabaﬁng
. the system by which national leaders
: Teceive estimates of what is happen-
" Mk T8 a6 e i e
; 15 at his home in Arli

* He had Alzheimer's disease.

. Mr. Cline served 20 years in the
» CIA and its World War II predeces-
* sor agency, the Office of Strategic
' Services. From 1962 to 1966, he
- was the chief of the CIA’s Intelli-
* gence Directorate, In that capacity,
; he led the operation that digested
. and tried to make sense of a plethora
¢ of raw data and classified informa-

, tion collected daily by government

agencies and individual operatives,

*  He later was chief of CIA opera-
! tions in Germany, then in 1969 was
» named director of the State Depart-
; ment’s Bureau of Intelligence and
» Research, which analyzes informa-
» tion on events around the world and
- does forecasting of politi-
tal, economic and sociological
» trends. He resigned from that posi-
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* tion in 1973 in a policy disagreement
. with Secretary of State Henry A.
>'Ki88iﬂw.

++ In books and articles published af-
;+ter leaving government service, Mr.
+fits of detente with the Soviet Union
had been oversold to the American
<public. He accused Kissinger and
“other policymakers of trying to con-
',tmltheﬂowofinte!ligmee“tobep
‘it from embarrassing the White

« During World War I, Mr. Cline
*began his intelligence career as a
,Navy cryptanalyst, a position he held
~+in 1942 and 1943. Suhfeqm!:ly',‘he
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But he also worked in covert op-
erations, “Ray Cline . . . was both in-
Qiguedbylgnderwmwmkandam-

“agency that has been dominated by

+ «covert operators from its earliest
-days. So in 1958, after a short

+Jcourse in clandestine ‘tradecraft,’
Cline became the CIA’s head of op-
erations on Taiwan,” wrote former
Foreign Service officer John Marks
in a 1976 rew&o:nglrsa&aﬁ::’
book, “Secrets, Spi ‘

«* In that book, Mr. Cline espoused

. . hard line on foreign policy matters,

- - and he argued that covert operations
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%% should not be seen as “dirty tricks,”

* but as secret assistance to U.S. for-
‘ eignﬁi_ends.“ltyvasnotillogical,"llw

=, contended for we agency w wy to

~employ the Mafia to assassinate Cu-

».ban dictator Fidel Castro since the,
#-Mafia’s “former Havana gambling

-” empire gave them some contacts to

After retiring from government
service, Mr. Cline taught at George-

regime,

Mr. Cline also organized study
programs on Taiwan at wi, -
paid for in part by grants from Tai-
wanese businessman, and he ar-
ranged free trips to Taiwan for con-
gressional aides under the




