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U.S. Is Using
38 Wiretaps,
Clark Says

By the Associabed Press

Atty. Gen, Ramsey Clark,
who controls authorizations for
wiretapping by federal author-
ities, says 38 taps are in opera-
tion today. 4

The new attorney general said
yesterday that he considers wire-
tapping justified only in cases of
“'‘national security where there
is a direct threat to the security
of this nation.”
Other uses would be “incom-
patible with what we want for
this country,” he said on CBS.

"It is my judgment today that
there are 38 wiretaps, there are
no electronic suryeillances other-
wise, and that all of these are
in the national security. area,”
Clark said.

Clark was sworn in as attorney
general on Friday.

Permission Written

An agency that wants to listen
in on a telephone wire must sub-
mit a request to him, Clark
said. Permission, if granted, is

in writing.

Asked for comment about ad-
mitted government involvement
in a number of cases of wiretap-
ping not related to national se-
curity during RobertF. Kenne-
dy's tenure as attorney general.
Clark said, “I am not in the
business of blaming Al

Kennedy, now a senator from
New York, and J. Edgar Hoo-
ver, director of the Federal Bu-

the
,"" Clark said, “I will
stand with the Warren commis-||

Garrison Investigation
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