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M
E

E
T

 T
H
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R
E
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as b

ro
ad

cast n
atio

n
w

id
e b

y
 th

e N
atio

n
al B

ro
ad

castin
g
 C

o
m

-
p
an

y
, In

c., are p
rin

ted
 an

d
 m

ad
e av

ailab
le to

 th
e p

u
b
lic to

 
fu

rth
er in

terest in
 im

p
artial d

iscu
ssio

n
s o

f q
u
estio

n
s affect-

in
g
 th

e p
u
b
lic w

elfare. T
ran

scrip
t m

ay
 b

e o
b
tain

ed
 b

y
 sen

d
-
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p
y
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d
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b
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c
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M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S
 is teleca

st every 
S

unday o
ver th

e N
B

C
 T

elevisio
n
 N

et-
w

o
rk. T

h
is p

ro
g
ra

m
 o

rig
in

a
ted

 fro
m

 
th

e N
B

C
 S

tu
d
io

s in
 W

a
sh

in
g
to

n
, D

.C
. 

gL
ed
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A

M
S

E
Y

 C
L

A
R
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P
R

IL
 7, 1968 	

N
U

M
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H

A
Y

N
E

S
 JO

H
N

S
O

N
, W

ashington E
vening Star 

R
O

S
C

O
E

 D
R

U
M

M
O

N
D

, P
ublishers-H

all Syndicate 
S

A
M

U
E

L
 Y

E
T

T
E

, N
ew

sw
eek 

C
A

R
L

 S
T

E
R

N
, N

B
C

 N
ew

s 

M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S

 

....ghpatef.: 
L

A
W

R
E

N
C

E
 E

. S
P

IV
A

K
 

P
erm

issio
n
 is h

ereb
y g

ra
n
ted

 to
 n

ew
s m

ed
ia

 a
n
d
 

m
a
g
a
zin

es to
 rep

ro
d
u
ce in

 w
h
o
le o

r in
 p

a
rt. C

red
it 

to
 N

B
C

's M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S
 w

ill b
e a

p
p
recia

ted
. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: O

ur guest today on M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S

 is the 
A

ttorney G
eneral of the U

nited S
tates, R

am
sey C

lark, w
ho earlier 

th
is y

ear w
as d

esig
n
ated

 b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t as co

o
rd

in
ato

r o
f all 

F
ederal activities affecting law

 enforcem
ent. 

T
he interview

 w
ith the C

hancellor of the E
xchequer of G

reat 
B

ritain
, R

o
y
 Jen

k
in

s, o
rig

in
ally

 an
n
o
u
n
ced

 fo
r to

d
ay

, h
as b

een
 

postponed. 
W

e w
ill have the first questions now

 from
 C

arl S
tern of N

B
C

 
N

ew
s. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: M

r. C
lark

, d
oes th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t k

n
ow

 
the nam

e of the m
an w

ho killed D
r. M

artin L
uther K

ing? 
G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 C
L

A
R

K
: W

e have a nam
e that w

e are w
orking on. 

W
h
eth

er it w
ill p

ro
v
e to

 b
e th

e co
rrect n

am
e o

r n
o
t rem

ain
s to

 
be seen. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: W

ere th
e o

p
tim

istic p
red

ictio
n
s th

en
 o

f F
rid

ay
 

of catch
in

g th
e assassin

 ju
st an

 attem
p

t to cool th
in

gs off or d
id

 
you

 really h
ave som

eon
e in

 m
in

d
 at th

at tim
e? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: W
e h

av
e a v

ery
 su

b
stan

tial am
o
u
n
t o

f 
physical evidence. W

e rem
ain optim

istic and, as I said in M
em

phis, 
F

rid
ay

, v
ery

 h
o
p
efu

l th
at w

e can
 h

av
e an

 early
 an

d
 su

ccessfu
l 

conclusion to our investigation follow
ed by indictm

ent, prosecu-
tion and conviction. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: H

ave b
allistic tests sh

ow
n

 th
at you

 d
o h

ave th
e 

m
urder w

eapon? 

1 



G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

 : B
allistic tests h

ave b
een

 m
ad

e, an
d

 su
ch

 
evid

en
ce as th

ey give w
ill b

e u
sed

 in
 cou

rt, an
d

 soon
, w

e h
op

e. 
M

R
. S

T
E

R
N

: A
re you

 certain
 on

ly on
e assassin

 w
as in

volved
? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: W
e can

n
ot b

e ab
solu

tely p
ositive. O

u
r 

evid
en

ce still p
oin

ts very stron
gly in

 th
at d

irection
. W

e h
ave n

o 
evid

en
ce of th

e in
volvem

en
t of m

ore th
an

 on
e p

erson
 at th

is tim
e. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: It. w

as said
 th

e trail stretch
ed

 several h
u

n
d

red
 

m
iles. T

h
at cou

ld
 b

e to G
eorgia or A

lab
am

a, or also, to Illin
ois 

or N
eb

rask
a. W

h
at d

id
 you

 m
ean

 b
y th

at? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: T
h

e trail h
as len

gth
en

ed
 sin

ce th
e p

ress 
con

feren
ce F

rid
ay. I d

o n
ot b

elieve th
at it w

ou
ld

 b
e ap

p
rop

riate 
fo

r m
e to

 sp
ecify

 p
la

ces to
 w

h
ich

 it h
a

s ta
k

en
 u

s, b
u

t w
e a

re 
ru

n
n

in
g d

ow
n

 every lead
 an

d
 w

e are d
evotin

g every p
ossib

le in
-

vestigative resou
rce to solve th

is very terrib
le m

u
rd

er. 

(an
n

ou
n

cem
en

t) 

M
R

. JO
H

N
S

O
N

: M
r. C

lark
, M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g p
reach

ed
 a 

p
h

ilosop
h

y of n
on

-violen
ce, an

d
 yet, tod

ay, I th
in

k
, m

an
y A

m
eri-

can
s are con

cern
ed

 th
at w

e are h
ead

ed
 tow

ard
 a violen

t fu
tu

re. 
N

ow
 d

o you
 see th

e fu
tu

re for th
is cou

n
try? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: W
e can

 avoid
 violen

ce. W
e n

eed
 to com

-
m

it ou
rselves th

rou
gh

 all of ou
r in

stitu
tion

s, ou
r govern

m
en

ts, 
ou

r p
eop

le, to avoid
 violen

ce. P
erh

ap
s th

e cru
elest traged

y of th
e 

m
u

rd
er of D

r. K
in

g, w
h

o b
elieved

 in
 th

is cou
n

try, w
h

o p
reach

ed
 

an
d

 p
racticed

 th
rou

gh
ou

t th
is lan

d
, n

on
-violen

ce, w
ou

ld
 b

e for 
th

e violen
ce th

at b
rou

gh
t h

is d
eath

 to u
n

d
erm

in
e h

is p
h

ilosop
h

y. 
W

e h
ave to w

ork
 h

ard
er th

an
 ever for n

on
-violen

ce. I th
in

k
 even

 
th

e tragic ep
isod

es in
 so m

an
y of ou

r cities in
 th

e last 48 h
ou

rs 
in

d
icate th

at w
e can

 elim
in

ate th
is racial violen

ce, th
is riotin

g 
th

at h
as occu

rred
. 

M
R

. JO
H

N
S

O
N

: T
h

ere is an
oth

er sid
e to h

is p
h

ilosop
h

y, also. 
H

e esp
ou

sed
 th

e p
rin

cip
le of civil d

isob
ed

ien
ce, an

d
 as you

 k
n

ow
 

th
ere w

ere p
lan

s m
ad

e, for in
stan

ce, to m
arch

 h
ere, on

 W
ash

in
g-

ton
. D

o you
 th

in
k

 th
at is ad

visab
le, n

ow
, given

 th
e tem

p
er of th

e 
tim

es? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

 : O
u

r tim
es are very d

ifficu
lt, an

d
 I th

in
k

 
all of ou

r p
eop

le, ou
r in

stitu
tion

s, h
ave to act w

ith
 great reserve 

an
d

 care. It is im
p

erative th
at w

e rem
ain

 a stab
le p

eop
le, th

at 
w

e m
ain

tain
 ord

er an
d

 stab
ility, b

ecau
se th

ere is n
o oth

er w
ay 

for u
s to p

rogress, an
d

 w
e m

u
st d

o everyth
in

g w
ith

in
 ou

r p
ow

er 
to con

tin
u

e an
d

 op
en

 lin
es of com

m
u

n
ication

 b
etw

een
 N

egro an
d

 
w

h
ite in

 th
is cou

n
try, to exp

an
d

 th
ose lin

es an
d

 to w
ork

 for stab
il-

ity. C
ivil d

isob
ed

ien
ce cou

ld
 b

e very risk
y at th

is tim
e. 

M
R

. JO
H

N
S

O
N

: S
p

ecifically on
 th

ese p
lan

n
ed

 d
em

on
stration

s, 
w

ou
ld

 you
 cou

n
sel th

em
 n

ot to d
o so, b

oth
 h

ere an
d

 in
 M

em
p

h
is, 

tom
orrow

? 2 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: I w
ou

ld
 cou

n
sel an

y d
em

on
stration

s, at 
th

is tim
e, an

d
 in

 th
e fu

tu
re—

th
at th

ey b
e u

n
d

ertak
en

 en
tirely 

w
ith

in
 th

e fram
ew

ork
 of law

, th
at th

ey b
e u

n
d

ertak
en

, if at all, 
u

n
d

er circu
m

stan
ces w

h
ere con

trol is assu
red

. T
h

ese are tu
rb

u
len

t 
tim

es. W
e are a d

istu
rb

ed
 n

ation
, an

d
 th

e risk
s are great, an

d
 

violen
ce m

ore th
an

 an
yth

in
g else risk

s fu
rth

er d
ivision

. W
e h

ave 
to m

ain
tain

 ou
r self-d

iscip
lin

e; w
e h

ave to m
ain

tain
 ou

r n
ation

al 
d

iscip
lin

e; w
e h

ave to avoid
 an

yth
in

g th
at w

ill ten
d

 tow
ard

 vio-
len

ce. W
e can

 sh
ow

 reveren
ce, w

e h
ave to sh

ow
 reveren

ce; b
u

t 
w

e h
ave to d

o th
is w

ith
in

 th
e ru

le of law
. 

M
R

. Y
E

T
T

E
: M

r. A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, th
is n

ation
 p

rid
es itself on

 
b

ein
g a n

ation
 of law

. A
t th

is tim
e w

e h
ear, even

, th
e ru

m
ors of 

th
e p

ossib
ility of con

cen
tration

 cam
p

s for b
lack

 p
eop

le. In
 ord

er 
to m

ain
tain

, as you
 say, ord

er an
d

 stab
ility, w

h
at are w

e goin
g 

to
 d

o
 w

ith
 resp

ect to
 co

n
cen

tra
tio

n
 ca

m
p

s a
n

d
 th

a
t k

in
d

 o
f 

concern? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: T
h

ere are n
o con

cen
tration

 cam
p

s in
 th

is 
cou

n
try. T

h
ere h

ave b
een

 n
o con

cen
tration

 cam
p

s in
 th

is cou
n

try. 
T

h
ere w

ill b
e n

o con
cen

tration
 cam

p
s in

 th
is cou

n
try. 

R
u

m
o

rs a
n

d
 th

e fea
r th

a
t a

rises fro
m

 ru
m

o
rs, a

re a
 g

rea
t 

th
reat to u

s. F
ear, itself, is a great th

reat, an
d

 p
eop

le w
h

o sp
read

 
false ru

m
ors ab

ou
t con

cen
tration

 cam
p

s are eith
er ign

oran
t of th

e 
facts or h

ave a m
otive of d

ivid
in

g th
is cou

n
try. 

M
R

. Y
E

T
T

E
: M

u
rd

er is n
ot a fed

eral offen
se, M

r. A
ttorn

ey 
G

en
eral. I am

 w
on

d
erin

g w
h

eth
er, in

 ord
er to p

rosecu
te th

is 
case, th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t w

ill try to m
ain

tain
 th

e con
sp

iracy 
id

ea
. If y

o
u

 d
o
n

't fin
d

 m
o
re th

a
n

 o
n

e p
erso

n
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
is 

assassin
ation

, w
ill you

 th
en

 give th
is case to th

e S
tate of T

en
n

es-
see, w

h
ich

 h
as a m

u
rd

er—
a cap

ital p
u

n
ish

m
en

t as a p
ossib

le 
sen

ten
ce? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: F
ed

eral law
 req

u
ires an

d
 ou

r p
olicy h

as 
alw

ays been, w
here a crim

e of th
is n

atu
re is com

m
itted

, to d
efer 

to th
e state w

h
ere th

ere is reason
 to b

elieve th
at its law

s w
ill b

e 
fairly an

d
 effectively en

forced
 an

d
 p

rosecu
tion

s fairly follow
ed

. 
I h

ave n
o d

ou
b

t, n
o d

ou
b

t, at th
is tim

e, th
at u

p
on

 th
e ap

p
reh

en
-

sion
 of th

is m
u

rd
erer, th

e au
th

orities of T
en

n
essee w

ou
ld

 p
rose-

cu
te w

ith
 all th

e vigor at th
eir com

m
an

d
. 

M
R

. Y
E

T
T

E
: C

an
 you

 say, sir, w
ith

 th
e evid

en
ce th

at you
 n

ow
 

h
ave or clearly an

ticip
ate in

 th
e fu

tu
re, can

 you
 say w

h
at th

e 
latest tim

e w
ill b

e in
 w

h
ich

 you
 exp

ect an
 arrest to b

e m
ad

e? 
G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 C
L

A
R

K
: N

o, I cannot. W
e w

ill do everything w
e can 

to m
ak

e it as soon
 as p

ossib
le. 

M
R

. D
R

U
M

M
O

N
D

: M
r. A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, d

oes w
h

at h
as h

ap
-

p
en

ed
 sin

ce la
st T

h
u

rsd
a
y
 n

ig
h

t ju
stify

 th
e feelin

g
 th

a
t ra

ce 
relation

s are gettin
g w

orse in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: I th
in

k
 n

ot. I th
in

k
 th

at is a sn
ap

 ju
d

g- 

3 



m
en

t, a to
o
-q

u
ick

 co
n
clu

sio
n
 th

at can
 b

e m
ad

e. W
e h

av
e h

ad
 

w
id

esp
read

 tu
rb

u
len

ce in
, literally

, sco
res o

f o
u
r cities. B

u
t th

is 
is a tu

rb
u
len

ce th
at h

as n
o
t led

 to
 so

m
e o

f th
e th

in
g
s w

e h
av

e 
seen

 in
 th

e rio
ts o

f th
e p

ast. T
h
ere w

ere m
o
re p

eo
p
le k

illed
 in

 
th

e D
etro

it rio
t last y

ear an
d
 th

e W
atts rio

t in
 1

9
6
5
 th

an
 in

 all 
of the disturbances since the assassination of D

r. K
ing. T

here has 
been a firm

er control this tim
e, and I think that w

e can see from
 

this the possibility for riot prevention, for riot control, the possi-
b
ility

 to
 o

b
tain

 th
e tim

e n
eed

ed
 to

 fu
lfill th

e o
b
lig

atio
n
s o

f th
is 

nation to all of our people. 
M

R
. D

R
U

M
M

O
N

D
: M

r. A
ttorney G

eneral, it is said by som
e 

and w
ith great earnestness, no doubt, that resort to violence is, at 

tim
es, understandable because of the deep grievances of the N

egro 
people. 

W
hat I really

 w
an

t to
 ask

 y
o
u
 is w

h
eth

er y
o
u
 feel th

ere is a 
sin

g
le san

e w
o
rd

 th
at can

 b
e said

 to
 th

e reso
rt to

 civ
il v

io
len

ce 
and civil disorder. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: I think there is clearly a single philosophy. 
I th

in
k
 it w

as th
e p

h
ilo

so
p
h
y
 o

f D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 w

h
o
 

p
reach

ed
 n

o
n
-v

io
len

ce, w
h
o
 p

reach
ed

 ch
an

g
e w

ith
in

 th
e fram

e-
w

o
rk

 o
f o

rd
er. W

e h
av

e to
 striv

e fo
r th

is. W
e h

av
e to

 m
ak

e 
ch

an
g
e. W

e h
av

e to
 create n

ew
 an

d
 b

etter o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities fo

r th
e 

N
eg

ro
 in

 A
m

erica fo
r o

u
r p

o
o
r an

d
 fo

r o
u
r m

in
o
rities. In

 m
y
 

judgm
ent, w

e have m
ade m

ore progress in these areas in the last 
few

 y
ears th

an
 an

y
 n

atio
n
 at an

y
 tim

e in
 h

isto
ry

. W
e can

 m
ak

e 
g
reater p

ro
g
ress in

 th
e y

ears ju
st ah

ead
. A

ll o
f o

u
r p

eo
p
le m

u
st 

devote them
selves to this purpose. 

M
R

. D
R

U
M

M
O

N
D

: O
ne m

ore question: In light of w
hat you 

h
av

e said
, w

h
at w

o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 say

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e said

 ab
o
u
t, o

r w
h
at 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e d

o
n
e ab

o
u
t th

e statem
en

t o
f M

r. S
to

k
ely

 C
arm

ich
ael 

th
at N

eg
ro

es sh
o
u
ld

 g
et g

u
n
s an

d
 retaliate in

 th
e streets? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: T
h
at is ab

so
lu

tely
 im

p
o
ssib

le. It is im
-

possible for the N
egroes of A

m
erica. It w

ould be suicidal. T
hey 

h
av

e n
o
t d

o
n
e th

at. T
h
ere h

as n
o
t b

een
 o

n
e sin

g
le p

o
lice o

fficer 
or firem

an or national guardsm
an killed in these disturbances of 

th
e last 4

8
 to

 7
2
 h

o
u
rs. T

h
is h

as n
o
t h

ap
p
en

ed
. T

h
is w

ill n
o
t 

happen. A
nd the N

egro people are com
m

itted to its not happening. 
W

e m
ay

 h
av

e ran
d
o
m

 v
io

len
ce, w

e m
ay

 h
av

e ran
d
o
m

 p
h
y
sical 

assault; but w
e are a m

ighty nation of 200,000,000 people, and w
e 

have to expect som
e of this. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
 : M

r. A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, m
ay I ask

 you
 a q

u
estion

 
ab

ou
t S

tok
ely C

arm
ich

ael. I u
n

d
erstan

d
 th

at you
 are goin

g to 
m

ak
e th

e fin
al d

ecision
 on

 w
h

eth
er S

tok
ely C

arm
ich

ael can
 b

e 
p

rosecu
ted

 for in
citin

g to riot in
 W

ash
in

gton
, D

. C
. W

h
at can

 
you

 tell u
s ab

ou
t th

at? 
G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 C
L

A
R

K
: T

h
e d

ecisio
n
 w

ill b
e fo

r th
e p

ro
p
er law

 
enforcem

ent authorities w
ithin the city of W

ashington. W
e have 
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d
u
al ju

risd
ictio

n
, h

ere, fed
eral an

d
 lo

cal. If w
e fin

d
 ev

id
en

ce th
at 

m
eets the standards of crim

inal justice, that S
tokely C

arm
ichael 

has com
m

itted a crim
e against the federal governm

ent, he w
ill be 

prosecuted and he w
ill be prosecuted w

ith all of the diligence and 
all o

f th
e en

erg
ies at o

u
r co

m
m

an
d
. I can

 say
 w

ith
 ab

so
lu

te 
assu

ran
ce th

at th
e sam

e is tru
e o

f th
e city

 o
f W

ash
in

g
to

n
. If 

ev
id

en
ce is fo

u
n
d
 th

at can
 b

e p
resen

ted
 to

 a co
u
rt th

at h
e h

as 
v
io

lated
 an

y
 law

 o
f th

is ju
risd

ictio
n
, h

e w
ill b

e p
ro

secu
ted

 an
d
 

prosecuted vigorously. 
I w

ould say further that every effort to obtain such evidence if 
it exists is being m

ade, has been m
ade, consistently. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: Y

ou
 in

d
icated

 th
e search

 w
as sp

read
in

g for th
e 

k
iller of D

r. K
in

g. D
oes th

at m
ean

 you
 h

ave on
e m

an
 on

 th
e ru

n
 

or d
oes it m

ean
 you

 are tracin
g a ch

ain
 of organ

ization
 th

at m
ay 

h
ave su

p
p

orted
 th

at assassin
? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: O
u

r ju
d

gm
en

t o
f th

e ev
id

en
ce at th

is 
tim

e is th
at w

e h
av

e ev
id

en
ce o

f o
n
e m

an
 o

n
 th

e ru
n
. I sh

o
u
ld

 
say further, though, that w

e are tracking dow
n every lead, every 

p
o
ssib

le lead
. In

 a situ
atio

n
 lik

e th
is, y

o
u
 g

et a lo
t o

f b
ad

 lead
s, 

but w
e are not turning them

 off sim
ply because they do not look 

likely, and therefore this has spread since the day before yester-
day. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: W

e h
ad

 a d
escrip

tion
 F

rid
ay, a m

an
 ab

ou
t 5-11 

w
ith

 a lon
g n

ose an
d

 so on
. D

o w
e k

n
ow

 an
yth

in
g m

ore tod
ay, 

tw
o d

ays later, th
an

 w
e k

n
ew

 tw
o d

ays ago? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: W
e k

n
o
w

 q
u
ite a b

it m
o
re to

d
ay

 th
an

 w
e 

k
n
ew

 tw
o
 d

ay
s ag

o
, an

d
 w

e h
o
p
e w

e can
 sh

o
w

 y
o
u
 a p

ictu
re o

f 
ex

actly
 w

h
at h

e lo
o
k
s lik

e b
efo

re to
o
 lo

n
g
. T

h
at is o

u
r p

u
rp

o
se, 

an
d
 w

e are w
o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 all o

f o
u
r h

eart o
n
 it. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: D

o you
 m

ean
 a p

h
otograp

h
? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: W
h
en

 w
e h

av
e th

e m
an

, w
e can

 h
av

e a 
photograph. I am

 sure the press w
ill provide som

e. 
M

R
. JO

H
N

S
O

N
: W

ere F
B

I agen
ts assign

ed
 to w

atch
 M

artin
 

L
u

th
er K

in
g in

 M
em

p
h

is? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: T
h
e fed

eral g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as n

o
 ju

ris-
d
ictio

n
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e p
ro

tectio
n
 to

 p
riv

ate citizen
s. It h

as a v
ery

 
lim

ited jurisdiction to provide protection to its ow
n citizens. O

f 
course, the S

ecret S
ervice w

atches the P
resident and a few

 other 
p
u
b
lic o

fficials, an
d
, o

f co
u
rse, w

e are in
v
o
lv

ed
 all th

e tim
e in

 
investigations and developm

ent of intelligence and in coordination 
w

ith
 state an

d
 lo

cal law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t. T

h
ere w

as a h
eav

y
 F

B
I 

p
resen

ce in
 M

em
p
h
is b

efo
re, at an

d
 after th

is in
cid

en
t, b

u
t w

e 
h
av

e n
o
 au

th
o
rity

 an
d
 u

n
d
er o

u
r sy

stem
 o

f g
o
v
ern

m
en

t co
u
ld

 
have no authority for direct protective service. 
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M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
 : T

he reason I asked, in other cases in the S
outh, 

o
f m

u
rd

ers, in
 th

e p
ast, say

 in
 S

elm
a, fo

r in
stan

ce, F
B

I ag
en

ts 
h

ad
 in

filtrated
 th

e K
lan

, an
d

 th
ere w

ere im
m

ed
iate arrests. T

h
is 

ap
p

aren
tly

 h
as n

o
t b

een
 th

e case in
 th

is situ
atio

n
. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: Y
o
u
 recall th

at in
 th

e m
u
rd

er th
at o

c-
cu

rred
 im

m
ed

iately
 after th

e S
elm

a-M
o
n
tg

o
m

ery
 m

arch
, w

h
ich

 
D

r. K
ing led, there w

as a w
eapon fired from

 an autom
obile, and 

w
e h

ad
 an

 in
fo

rm
an

t in
 th

at au
to

m
o
b
ile. W

e h
av

en
't th

at situ
-

ation, here. 

M
R

. Y
E

T
T

E
: M

r. A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral, if th
ere w

as a fed
eral 

presence in M
em

phis at the tim
e and before and after the assassi-

nation, how
 w

as it possible for this m
an to escape? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

 : T
he federal presence that w

as there has 
b
een

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 fo

r sev
eral y

ears, at least, b
efo

re S
elm

a-M
o

n
t-

g
o
m

ery
, in

 w
atch

in
g
 activ

ities aro
u
n
d
 D

r. K
in

g
 an

d
 aro

u
n
d
 

m
any other people. W

e have to. W
e have know

n how
 dangerous 

th
is situ

atio
n
 is. B

u
t th

is w
as a carefu

lly
 p

lan
n
ed

 assau
lt. W

h
en

 
y
o
u
 lo

o
k
 at th

e p
h
y
sical lo

catio
n
, y

o
u
 can

 see h
o
w

 strateg
ic 

th
e p

o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e assassin

 w
as at th

e tim
e th

e sh
o

t w
as fired

. 
A

n
 escap

e in
 an

 en
v
iro

n
m

en
t su

ch
 as th

at w
ith

 all th
e traffic 

an
d
 all th

e ex
citem

en
t th

at w
as in

 th
e city

 b
efo

re th
is h

ap
p
en

ed
 

is so
m

eth
in

g
 th

at is q
u
ite u

n
d
erstan

d
ab

le u
n
d
er th

e circu
m

-
stan

ces. 
M

R
. Y

E
T

T
E

: In
 v

iew
 o

f th
a

t, sir, w
h

y
 d

id
n

't th
e fed

era
l 

p
resen

ce, th
ere, ad

vise D
r. K

in
g again

st a secon
d

 floor b
alcon

y 
room

 w
h

ere h
e w

as so exp
osed

 in
 th

at m
an

n
er? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: D
r. K

in
g h

as liv
ed

 h
is life, realizin

g
 th

e 
risk

s th
at h

e h
as liv

ed
. T

h
ere h

av
e b

een
 d

iscu
ssio

n
s w

ith
 m

an
y
 

p
eo

p
le ab

o
u
t h

o
w

 h
e sh

o
u
ld

 co
n
d
u
ct h

im
self, an

d
 h

e m
ad

e th
is 

decision know
ing those risks. W

hen I speak of federal presence, 
y
o
u
 m

u
st rem

em
b
er th

at th
e lo

cal p
resen

ce alw
ay

s ex
ceed

s th
e 

fed
eral p

resen
ce, m

an
y
, m

an
y
 tim

es o
v
er. S

in
g
le p

o
lice d

ep
art-

m
en

ts in
 th

is co
u
n
try

 h
av

e m
o
re o

fficers th
an

 th
e en

tire F
ed

-
eral B

u
reau

 o
f In

v
estig

atio
n
, in

 fact, th
an

 in
 th

e en
tire civ

ilian
 

police capacity of the federal governm
ent. O

ur presence is a very 
lim

ited presence. 
M

R
. D

R
U

M
M

O
N

D
: M

r. A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, th
e reaction

 to w
h

at 
h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 E

u
rop

e an
d

 arou
n

d
 th

e w
orld

 h
as b

een
 on

e of sh
ock

 
a

n
d

 ev
en

 fea
r fo

r th
e sta

b
ility

 o
f A

m
erica

n
 so

ciety
 a

s it n
o

w
 

ex
ists. I w

o
u

ld
 ju

st lik
e to

 a
sk

 w
h

eth
er fro

m
 y

o
u

r v
a
n

ta
g
e 

p
oin

t as A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, you
 feel th

at th
e very fab

ric of ou
r 

society is im
p

eriled
. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

 : M
r. D

ru
m

m
on

d
, ou

r 
n
atio

n
 h

as b
een

 
g
iv

en
 an

 im
m

en
se ch

allen
g
e in

 th
ese last few

 d
ay

s, in
 th

is last 
w

eek. W
e live in very difficult tim

es. I think w
e have show

n the 
stren

g
th

 o
f o

u
r so

ciety
 an

d
 o

u
r p

eo
p
le. I th

in
k
 to

d
ay

 an
d
 to

-
m

o
rro

w
 an

d
 in

 th
e d

ay
s ah

ead
, w

e w
ill sh

o
w

 ev
en

 m
o
re th

e 

6  

stren
g
th

 th
at w

e h
av

e. I d
o
 n

o
t th

in
k
 o

u
r so

ciety
 is im

p
eriled

. 
I th

in
k

 all o
f o

u
r p

eo
p

le, o
u

r N
eg

ro
, o

u
r w

h
ite, all o

f u
s, are a 

very strong people and that w
e w

ill build and w
ork to fulfill the 

o
b
lig

atio
n
s o

f th
is g

reat n
atio

n
. 

M
R

. D
R

U
M

M
O

N
D

: I su
sp

ect m
ost p

eop
le feel at th

is m
om

en
t 

th
at action

s w
ill b

e m
ore h

elp
fu

l, m
ore sign

ifican
t th

an
 w

ord
s, 

an
d

 I w
an

t to ask
 w

h
at you

 feel C
on

gress cou
ld

 d
o, in

 th
e areas 

w
h

ere y
o
u

 h
a
v
e resp

o
n

sib
ility

, th
a
t w

o
u

ld
 b

e m
o
st u

sefu
l in

 
th

e im
m

ed
iate fu

tu
re. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: A
ction is the substance of life. It alw

ays 
sp

eak
s lo

u
d
er th

an
 w

o
rd

s, an
d
 at th

is tim
e m

o
re th

an
 an

y
 th

at 
I h

av
e k

n
o

w
n

 w
e m

u
st act. C

o
n

g
ress can

 p
lay

 a m
ajo

r ro
le. It 

is im
p

erativ
e th

at o
p

en
 h

o
u

sin
g

 leg
islatio

n
 at th

e fed
eral lev

el 
be enacted. If w

e have never know
n it before—

and it is incredi-
b

le th
at w

e h
av

en
't—

su
rely

 in
 th

e last sev
eral d

ay
s w

e h
av

e 
seen

: th
is n

atio
n

 can
n

o
t liv

e a d
iv

id
ed

 p
eo

p
le; N

eg
ro

es in
 th

e 
central city, w

hites elsew
here. W

e have to have the opportunity 
to live together, w

e have to live together. W
e m

ust w
ork on that. 

E
qual em

ploym
ent opportunity—

the C
ongress can give us new

 
stren

g
th

 at th
e fed

eral lev
el, h

ere, to
 p

ro
v
id

e an
 eq

u
al o

p
p
o
rtu

-
n

ity
 fo

r ev
ery

o
n

e to
 w

o
rk

 an
d
 to

 ad
v
an

ce in
 h

is w
o
rk

 an
d
 to

 
fulfill him

self. 
T

h
ere are o

th
er v

ital m
easu

res th
at P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
so

n
 h

as 
sen

t to
 th

e C
o
n
g
ress th

at w
e h

av
e w

o
rk

ed
 o

n
 w

ith
 all o

f o
u
r 

energies, that strong m
em

bers of C
ongress have done their best 

to
 b

rin
g
 in

to
 b

ein
g
 as th

e law
 o

f th
e lan

d
. I w

o
u
ld

 h
o
p
e v

ery
 

m
u

ch
 th

at iq
 th

e n
ex

t sev
eral d

ay
s an

d
 certain

ly
 in

 th
e w

eek
s 

ah
ead

, w
e w

o
u
ld

 see d
ram

atic, b
o
ld

, n
ew

 fed
eral leg

islatio
n
 

directed to this im
m

ense problem
 w

e h
ave. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
: M

r. A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, b
ecau

se th
ere is a sim

i-
larity of p

attern
 in

 th
e lootin

g an
d

 th
e b

u
rn

in
g an

d
 th

e riotin
g 

in
 city

 a
fter city

, th
ere a

re m
a
n

y
 p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 b

eliev
e th

ere is 
cen

tral train
in

g an
d

 organ
ization

 in
volved

. D
o you

 th
in

k
 th

ere is? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: M
r. S

p
ivak

, th
e even

ts of th
e last several 

days dem
onstrate m

ore clearly than the events of any other riot 
situ

atio
n

 w
h

at an
 ab

sen
ce th

ere is o
f train

in
g

, w
h

at an
 ab

sen
ce 

there is of planning. T
his w

as people w
ho have very little stake 

in
 th

is co
u

n
try

, o
r at least w

h
o

 b
eliev

e th
ey

 h
av

e v
ery

 little 
stak

e in
 th

is co
u

n
try

. T
h

ey
 w

alk
ed

 fro
m

 th
eir h

o
m

es an
d

 th
ey

 
m

an
ifested

 th
at lack

 o
f co

n
v

ictio
n

 th
at th

ey
 h

av
e a stak

e in
 

th
is co

u
n
try

. W
e m

u
st g

iv
e th

em
 a stak

e in
 th

is co
u
n
try

. B
u
t 

th
e co

n
d
u
ct in

 th
ese cities w

as o
f th

e m
o
st ran

d
o
m

, th
e m

o
st 

d
iso

rg
an

ized
 ty

p
e th

at co
u
ld

 b
e im

ag
in

ed
. It w

as p
u
rely

 cap
ri-

cious. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: T

h
e p

olice h
ere received

 riot train
in

g u
n

d
er th

e 
gu

id
an

ce of th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t. W
h

en
 th

e riotin
g b

rok
e 

ou
t h

ere th
e p

olice, as p
er th

eir ord
ers, d

id
 n

oth
in

g for ab
ou

t 
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tw
en

ty
-fo

u
r h

o
u

rs w
h

ile th
e lo

o
ters festiv

ely
 clea

n
ed

 o
u

t o
n

e 
sto

re a
fter a

n
o

th
er. Is th

a
t th

e stra
teg

y
 th

a
t w

e n
eed

 in
 o

u
r 

cities? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

 : I w
ou

ld
 h

ave to argu
e w

ith
 you

r ch
arac-

teriza
tio

n
 o

f th
a
t in

 sev
era

l w
a
y
s. O

u
r g

u
id

a
n

ce h
ere is n

o
t a

 
g
u

id
a
n

ce, it is a
 tra

in
in

g
, it is a

 w
o
rk

in
g
 to

g
eth

er a
s w

e d
o
 

w
ith

 local ju
risd

iction
s th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e cou
n

try. W
e h

ave alw
ays 

u
rged

—
an

d
 I th

in
k

 th
e p

olice d
ep

artm
en

t h
ere d

id
 an

 excellen
t 

jo
b

 in
 th

is reg
a
rd

—
th

a
t th

e p
o
lice a

ct firm
ly

, th
a
t th

ey
 a

ct 
fairly b

u
t firm

ly, th
at th

ey n
ot over act an

d
 th

at th
ey n

ot u
n

d
er 

a
ct. T

o
 d

o
 eith

er ca
n

 ca
u

se a
n

 esca
la

tio
n

, ca
n

 ca
u

se a
 rio

t. If 
you

 can
n

ot h
ave im

m
ed

iate p
olice p

resen
ce, to en

gage in
 activity 

th
at you

 can
n

ot carry ou
t as a p

olicem
en

 is th
e w

orst th
in

g you
 

can
 d

o. 
T

h
is situ

ation
 d

iffered
 from

 th
e riots th

at w
e h

ave h
ad

 b
efore. 

In
 th

e p
a
st, if y

o
u

 lo
o
k

 a
t W

a
tts, th

e rio
t w

a
s trig

g
ered

 b
y
 a

 
sin

gle ep
isod

e an
d

 at a sin
gle p

lace in
 th

e city, a p
olice arrest. If 

you
 look

 at N
ew

ark
, th

e sam
e situ

ation
. If you

 look
 at D

etroit, 
M

ich
igan

, th
e sam

e situ
ation

. H
ere, w

e h
ad

 w
ith

in
 a few

 h
ou

rs 
p

eop
le w

alk
in

g ou
t of th

eir h
om

es from
 m

an
y p

arts of th
e city 

a
n

d
 m

a
n

ifestin
g
 th

eir fru
stra

tio
n

, th
eir b

elief th
a
t th

ey
 rea

lly
 

m
ay h

ave n
o stak

e in
 th

is cou
n

try. 
I th

in
k

 th
e p

olice acted
 firm

ly, h
ere ; I th

in
k

 th
ey acted

 fairly, 
h

ere; I th
in

k
 th

ey d
id

 a good
 job

. L
ook

 at th
e d

eath
s. V

ery few
 

d
eath

s com
p

ared
 to w

h
at cou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 exp
ected

 u
n

d
er all of 

th
ese circu

m
stan

ces. T
h

ere h
ad

 b
een

 good
 train

in
g, h

ere. T
h

ere 
w

as good
 p

erform
an

ce. 

M
R

. S
T

E
R

N
: B

u
t th

at is p
recisely th

e p
oin

t. A
re w

e w
illin

g 
to accep

t u
n

lim
ited

 p
rop

erty d
am

age b
ecau

se w
e d

on
't w

an
t to 

in
flict an

y d
eath

s u
p

on
 th

e looters an
d

 rioters? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: I d
on

't th
in

k
 th

at it is really m
ean

in
gfu

l 
to com

p
are p

rop
erty to life, h

ere. T
h

at is n
ot th

e issu
e. I d

on
't 

th
in

k
 w

e su
ffered

 u
n

lim
ited

 p
rop

erty d
am

age, h
ere. T

h
e p

rop
erty 

d
a

m
a

g
e h

ere w
o

u
ld

 b
e a

 v
ery

 sm
a

ll fra
ctio

n
 o

f th
e p

ro
p

erty
 

d
am

age at W
atts or th

e p
rop

erty d
am

age at D
etroit. T

h
ere w

as 
ex

ten
siv

e p
ro

p
erty

 d
a
m

a
g
e, b

u
t y

o
u

 ca
n

n
o
t en

g
a
g
e in

 p
o
lice 

activities th
at you

 can
n

ot carry ou
t. Y

ou
 h

ave to h
ave ad

eq
u

ate 
fo

rce. T
h

is city
, its p

o
lice d

ep
a

rtm
en

t, co
m

p
a

red
 to

 its N
eg

ro
 

p
op

u
lation

, is m
u

ch
 sm

aller th
an

 in
 a p

lace lik
e D

etroit or a p
lace 

lik
e N

ew
ark

. T
h

e p
olice h

ad
 to sp

read
 ou

t m
u

ch
 m

ore h
ere righ

t 
at th

e b
egin

n
in

g th
an

 th
ey d

id
 in

 an
y of th

ese oth
er p

laces for 
th

e reason
 given

. T
h

ey w
ou

ld
 h

ave acted
 to p

reven
t an

y lootin
g 

w
h

en
ever th

ey h
ad

 ad
eq

u
ate m

an
p

ow
er at th

e tim
e an

d
 p

lace to 
d

o so. 
L

ook
 at th

e arrests, h
ere: T

w
o an

d
 a h

alf tim
es m

ore arrests 
h

ere th
an

 at N
ew

ark
, a very firm

 p
olicy, m

ore th
an

 a th
ou

san
d

 
p

eop
le arrested

 for lootin
g. T

h
at is a lot of p

eop
le. 

M
R

. S
P

IV
A

K
 : G

en
tlem

en
, w

e h
ave less th

an
 th

ree m
in

u
tes. 
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M
R

. JO
H

N
S

O
N

: M
r. A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, th

is w
eek

 w
e h

ave seen
 

an
oth

er tragic assassin
ation

 b
y a m

an
 w

ith
 a rifle. W

h
at are th

e 
p

ro
sp

ects fo
r co

n
tro

llin
g
 th

e sa
le o

f firea
rm

s in
 th

is co
u

n
try

, 
n

ow
? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: I h
ave said

 for a lon
g tim

e, I th
in

k
 th

ey 
are good

. T
h

ey h
ave to b

e good
. T

h
ey h

ave got to b
e b

etter. 
M

R
. JO

H
N

S
O

N
: T

h
ey ob

viou
sly h

aven
't b

een
 good

 en
ou

gh
. 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: T
h

ese w
eap

on
s k

ill p
eop

le. T
h

ey are th
e 

w
eap

on
 of th

e assassin
, th

ey can
 b

e th
e w

eap
on

 of th
e sn

ip
er. 

W
e h

aven
't seen

 m
u

ch
 sn

ip
in

g. W
e cou

ld
 see a lot of sn

ip
in

g. 
It is im

p
era

tiv
e th

a
t w

e g
iv

e a
n

 a
d

eq
u

a
te o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 th

e 
states to p

rotect th
em

selves from
 p

eop
le w

h
o w

ou
ld

 illegally, 
u

n
law

fu
lly, irration

ally u
se firearm

s. T
h

e states h
ave to m

ove, 
th

e fed
eral govern

m
en

t h
as to m

ove. I w
ou

ld
 u

rge th
e C

on
gress 

to en
act firearm

s con
trol legislation

 th
at w

ill p
rotect th

e states 
from

 in
terstate sh

ip
m

en
t of rifles an

d
 p

istols an
d

 oth
er firearm

s, 
im

m
ed

iately. 

M
R

. Y
E

T
T

E
: S

ir, in
 an

sw
er to a p

reviou
s q

u
estion

, d
id

 I u
n

d
er-

stan
d

 you
 correctly to say th

at th
is case w

ill b
e tried

 u
n

d
er state 

rath
er th

an
 fed

eral ju
risd

iction
? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: N
o d

ecision
 cou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e at th
is tim

e. 
I sa

id
 th

a
t d

eferen
ce w

o
u

ld
 b

e g
iv

en
 to

 th
e sta

te, if w
e w

ere 
con

vin
ced

 th
at it w

ou
ld

 p
roceed

 an
d

 firm
ly en

force an
d

 p
rosecu

te. 
A

ll o
f th

e ev
id

en
ce w

e h
a
v
e a

t th
is tim

e—
I a

m
 co

n
v
in

ced
 a

t 
th

is tim
e th

at th
ey w

ou
ld

 d
o so, th

at th
ey w

ou
ld

 lik
e as m

u
ch

 
as an

yon
e, p

erh
ap

s m
ore th

an
 an

yon
e else in

 th
is cou

n
try, to h

ave 
an

 ap
p

reh
en

sion
, to h

ave a p
rosecu

tion
, to h

ave a con
viction

. I 
th

in
k

 th
e S

tate of T
en

n
essee w

an
ts th

is case p
rosecu

ted
 m

ore 
vigorou

sly th
an

 p
erh

ap
s an

yon
e else. 

M
R

. D
R

U
M

M
O

N
D

: M
r. A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, in

 H
arlem

 it w
as 

rep
o
rted

 th
a
t h

u
n

d
red

s o
f N

eg
ro

es w
en

t o
u

t o
n

 th
e street to

 
p

rod
u

ce as m
u

ch
 calm

 as p
ossib

le an
d

 d
iscou

rage violen
ce. D

o 
you

 h
ap

p
en

 to k
n

ow
 w

h
eth

er th
is w

as an
 excep

tion
 or w

h
eth

er 
it h

ap
p

en
ed

 in
 a n

u
m

b
er of oth

er cities? 

G
E

N
E

R
A

L
 C

L
A

R
K

: M
r. D

ru
m

m
on

d
, I th

in
k

 it h
ap

p
en

ed
 in

 
every city w

h
ere p

eop
le w

ere p
ou

rin
g on

to th
e streets. I th

in
k

 
th

ere are m
an

y in
stan

ces w
h

ere th
e old

, w
h

ere th
e clergy, w

h
ere 

th
e b

u
sin

essm
en

, an
d

 p
erh

ap
s m

ost im
p

ortan
t of all, w

h
ere th

e 
very k

id
s th

em
selves, th

e m
ost vigorou

s an
d

 in
volved

 k
id

s th
em

-
selv

es, w
en

t o
n

 th
e streets a

n
d

 u
rg

ed
 p

ea
ce a

n
d

 u
rg

ed
 n

o
n

-
violen

ce, an
d

 I th
in

k
 th

is m
ad

e a trem
en

d
ou

s d
ifferen

ce in
 w

h
at 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 after th

is cataclysm
ic even

t of T
h

u
rsd

ay. 
M

R
. S

P
IV

A
K

: O
n

 th
at n

ote, I th
in

k
 w

e m
u

st en
d

. I am
 sorry 

to in
terru

p
t, b

u
t ou

r tim
e is u

p
. 

T
h

an
k

 you
, M

r. A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, for b
ein

g w
ith

 u
s tod

ay on
 

M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 P

R
E

S
S

. 
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