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‘Bureauof Investigatidn resigned in a bitter policy dis-- -

N S T -

]ustice Department s Ne ew No. 2 Man Shares a Lot Wlth His Bosé

e foANTHONYMARRD *"

fITeg
WASH[NGTON When the five lawyers who had -
been investigating ‘break-ins by agents of the Federal

pute-with Griffin BFBell, the Attorney General, Mr. .,

Bell'called:im: Benjarnm R. Civiletti, then head of the

criminal divisionjto Lake over the case., &g;
“When the investigation into Korean. 111rh.wm:r.k-l:n.ly'r s : 5

ing mJHashingtnn appeared to be stalled, it was‘M W i )

Civiletti whom Mr. Beli'sent to South Korea, first to." . B s i Em!?mhk-‘:hﬂﬂﬂ

negatiate for permission: to-interview. the central fig- Pomegmr edtel em

: ure in the case, Tongsun Park, and then to supervxse??Msl;‘mﬂd;ﬁtt Mlaﬂ;fs:m‘ a %mmg *1191'

the questioning.-, . B oo g y Nigl cre,"’. us. -7,

“And when mupruﬁl erupted’ nver Mr.‘Bell s.deci-, ", Mr: Civiletti’s ‘nomination surprised almost no’ one;

sion: to. remove David’ W. Marston, the Republicap - _in’ Justice, where. speedily he has _mastered. the

United States Atiorney.in. Plule.delphia [:,,was.Mr._,‘_federal bureaucracy “and gained Mr_ Bell's

~ ' Civiletti whorn | Mr. Bell assigned to reassiire Marston-, - . -dence. *Watching him work is like watching a ng
_assistants thataghei: mvestigannns_ot-l)emocrauc.,..fencer No matter what. move [the oppanmts] make.

- politicians would be allowed to continué. *They've got . he’s: right on top of it, all day; every day,”” says Paul|

... The Attorney General has not ¥et come up:with a...dealwith the Koreans that all the experts in i the. Staxs

1

..some rough gmng. mainly because of questions about" “-in the department question Mr. Civiletti's competence

' Nixon Administration and International Telephone -

_outall the fires,” opeformer Justice pepmmem um--r.zltiom “‘Here's a guy. -Who. was, trying: civil cases i

him.running amund like-a'volunteer, fireman p putting—_ “Michel, who heads the department’s Korean. mvuﬁ-

Gial says; “*Bell otight 1o’  buy I'lima.da[manan B Coh ”Baltimure one year ago, and erided \:pnegntiaﬂng .a.

dalmatian, and Mr, Civiletti, a supremely business-. . Department kept insisting couldn’t be done.” - -
like man, probably might weli not appreciate the joke.. . ~ Not everyone is delighted with the arrangemennhat
But Mr. . Bell-demonstrated . his..trust in.a more ~'Mr. Civiletti negotiated. Some critics note that the
straightforward mun.ner, bymammg Mr. Civilatti as.\ Justice Department could not ask Mr. Park about the
deputy attorney general, the department’s No. 2 job. * possible involvement of Korean Government officials,
~.On Tuesday, the SenateJudiciary Committee: wﬂh “and that the statute of limitations had run out onmany.
take up the nomination, and Mr. Civiletti can expect- . crimes about which Mr. Park was testifying. But few

_what he knew in the Marston affair,and when he imew-*- ‘orinteHect.“*He’s very nonbureaucratic,”” says one of-4
it. He is not likely to be denied the job. But just as the  + ficial. **He won't put off a decision by having five peo-
Democrats used. the 1972 confirmation hearings. of: &e review 10 memos, and he doesn’t engage in some of
Richard G. Kleindienst to explore the ties between the . the buck-passing that some of his associates do.”
1t is a question about possible buck-passing that is
and Telegraph, committee Republicans might use the *  likely to give him the most trouble at the confirmation
Civiletti hearings to examine the reasons for the Mar-  hearings. The basic dispute is whether an assistant
ston firing and allegations of Administration attempts -told him last November that Mr. Marston had re-
to “'politicize" the Justice Department. : ‘' ported to-have under investigation Repmentative
There may be another reason for close scrutiny, In * Joshua Eilberg, a Pennsylvania Democrat who had |
recent years, more than one deputy has gone on tobe- _ been pushing hard for Mr. Marston's’ removal. Mr.?
come Attorney General — Nicholas deB. Katzenbach - Civiletti says he was told no such thing. - 4
lnder President Johnson, and, under President Nixon,. . His involvement in a political cmn-uversyis some- |

il ——

!

Y




what {ronic because M. Civiletti is regarded as one of
the least political — and certainly one of the more con-
servative — of Mr. Bell's important appointees. Mr.
Civiletti was a Democrat in Maryland, where he
helped organize the campaign of Paul 5. Sarbanes,
now a United States Senator. But he had no reputation
as a “politician,” and was knovwn mostly as a trial
lawyer with a prominent firm (Venable, Baetjer &
Howard), who specialized in antitrust work and civil
cases. Unlike Mr. Bell, he was not a friend of the
President; and unlike his predecessor, former-Pitts.
burgh Mayor Peter F. Flaherty, he has shown no in-
terestimelectiveotfice, ...t o33 ¢ 0|
:~ Mr, Civiletti came to the department with the back-
ing of Charles Kirbo, Mr. Carter’s close friend and Mr.
Bell's former law partner.-But he says he ‘met Mr.
Kirbo only a few times, on.work.that his firm was
doing for Mr. Kirbo's Atlanta“firm, and he-did not
know until later that Mr. Kirbo.had entioned. his
name to Mr. Bell. I had'no particular ifiterést li-thé
Justice Department at all,”’ he says. Still, When Mr.
Bell asked him ta join the department, he agreed. © &
- Hedid not try to bargain for a choice spot. In fact, he
has said that he offered to take even a job in the Jands|
division;.which has had a reputatiori as an enclave, of
lawyers whose political connections dften'exceed their
legal skill. Instead, he'was given command of the
criminal.division, the setond largest (behind the ariti-
trustdivision) and most prominentsection. . "/
There was initial concern about the selection. Mr.,
Civiletti’s only experience prosecuting criminal cases
had come 15 yearg. before as:a ‘low-level assistant
United States Attofney in Baltimore for,2 years. But
within six months it was clear that he was moving the

criminal division iil the'direction Mz, Bell wanteditto | -

gO, with more emphasis dn prosecutions for fraud and

white-collar crime, and was becoming the’ person. to
whom Mr. Bellturned for:advice on'sensitive cases.. .

. One‘reason, accordig, to persons, who, Know them
both, is that ﬁr..mvuem's":nar.mwerb%cxypunqis
closer to Mr. Bell's,than'thaf of'other top.department
officials, many of whom had worked in public-interest
}aw'ﬂmxfmﬂiif:ﬁi‘;{l?.mm?mum Mr.
Civiletti's self-confidence.” But his_decisive_manner

‘4185 iifierves AsSIStaRts "at Hries. He ScAres. them
with his brilliance,” one official says, ! He had half th
section chiefs scared that he was going to fire ther.”,
** Itis not premature to speculat&about M- Civilet
as Attorney General oné day, ' Mr; Bell:has ifidicated
he would like: sorge day_ to return to Georgia, and’
friends say he might like a seat on the United States,
SupremeCourt, =~ - o0 o -
- Mr. Civiletti.says. he-has not discussed the subject.
with Mr. Bell, and does not Spéculate about the future.
He was content in the criminal division, and believes |
he could be content as'depiity; he $ays, and *When my !
-service is no longer needed, Texpect to return to Balti-!
more and practice trial Taw: M a g auge . 1y
But first cores the Senate-Judiciary Committee: As
Mr. Bell’s firefighter, he must convince the commit-!
tee that his own.role in'the Marston affair involves'
much less fire than sm“!‘?f:\.f: ;f‘_“‘ e !
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Anthony Marro is a reporter in the Washington bu- |
reau of The New York Times."' "' AL
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