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CITIZENS® COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY

BOX 150

380 WESTWOOD PLAZA Los Angeles, California 90024

STEVEN J]. BURTON

GARY D. KUKES
Co-Chairmen

JACKIE PILCHER
Secretary

Mr. Prank Stanten, President
Celumbia Breadcasting System

51 Weat 52 Street
New Yerk, New York 0019

July 15, 1967

Dear Sirs

I wishk te make a correction of fact in my letter te

On page tweo, in paragraph three, I stated, “"Euins testified
to0 the Warren Commission that the man was a negre.™ This is
incorrect. On November 22, 1963, Amos Buins (‘then 15-yearswold)
told a news reporter that he had seen a colored man with a
rifle lean out of an upstairs window of the buildings Before
the Warren Commission, he stated that he did not know whether
the man was white or negro.

As I'm certain you realize, this error in no way alters
the substance offi my letter.

Sincerely yours,

teven J. e
ce: National Chairman

same as letter of July 13%.
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Dogr steve,

Your lstter to CBS is good, I'm glad you included others then
Land and Epstein and me, glad you left Epstein cut. If anythins ccmes of
it, which 1s doubtful, I believe Syvlia &nd Meggle are the importent
ones to include. in the remote event something does come of it, too meny
711l not be gosd, especially where there sre conflicta.

If you get o roply, please send me a8 copy.

1 do not know if you get the N,0, papers. Canceler was convicted
of contempt of court for refusing to say »hether whet he said on NBC
wes truthful, *t is in the Times-Picayune of 7/14. iy Ststes-Item of the
13th hasn't arrived yet. I1'dl send you copies if you'd like.

I'nm saying nothing sbout it publiely for now, but NBC aid try snd
plent the most prejudicisl kind of misinformstion on Carrison through me,
I've written WISU. The response was no reply. The sume men, Townley, later
told me by phone that the woman +ho hed this informetion, to whom he took
me and from wheérs he drove me to Garrison's home, expscted me to shaak up
with her vhen I was in N.O., agein, At some time this msy be interesting.

I gothor from the NBX statements a1l of this is called "¥Treedom of the Preass"
and that N3C an? Sharidan heve a grent dedication to it,

I've been filmed by the NBC Baltimore affiliste, I #dn'}t wen: to
talk of this but at their insistence did, They have not eired it, I do
not expect them to, except perhsne in severely edited form.

For w while I'1ll not b+ able to send bo~ks out except in lsrge

quantitles by trvck or smell or lerge by sir, It is about 90¢ a copy by
air parcel post, about 2.8 per copy in larger sir-freight shipmonts,

Burriedly,
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Mr. Frank Stanton, Preslident
Columbia Broadcasting System
51 West 52 Street

Hew York, New York 10019

Dear Sir:
This letter is being written to elaborate upon my telegram to you of July S.

Beginning on Sundsy evening, June 25, end continuing for thres successive eve=
nings, CBS prezented z "CBS News Inquiry: The Varren Repori”. This four part
series was purported to be the culmingtion of rwonths of independsnit and cbjec-
tive investigation by CBS News.

As the programs evolved, it became increasingly clear thst thils was not an
iobjective investigation® at all, but rather en editorial by CBS desizred to
reconstitute the generally disbelieved conclusion of the Werrven Comalssion that
Iee Harvey Oswald, unaided and without mobtive, muxdcrszd the President.

The Federal Commmications Commission has decl._.re& in Itz "folrness dectrine”
that a broedcast statlon must ailow el sides of & conbroversial 1zsus to be
heard; thet the public eirways cennct be e’::ployc-d by @ gtatica to use Its
power end prestige for the purpose of putiing forth oxly cze zoint of view.
Tais, however, is exzctly vzt CES has done.

mm- Vo, FeTaxvihvosieng bl BN e i e ol to T el memeem mm s g mep oo vyma s T fenn
Qoclk 02 chicetivicy oo C20 eonprecoen 1o ho conriy oIy ocoooeniing

the Kenuedy essassinaticn was manifest in: 1) the up\,rf:.clel yresentation
that cnitted relevant end Imporitant evidence which wos often inconsistent
with 2 lore assassin conclusion, and 2) the wanner in which substentizl
research findings of the varicus ceritics weres transformed by CBS Iews into
straw man.

For exzmple, on the first evening, the sce-czlied “paper bog contrcvea.s:, ?was.
congidered: Was the disessambled rifie in the paper 'bw* thot the Verren
Cormission said Oswald carried into the Depesitory bullding? (35S 1 " WS

sddressed itself to the two witnesses, Frazier and Randle, who were t‘n cnly
persons to see the peper bag before the essassination. Both of them consistenily
indicated that the beg was ebout 27 inches long, some 8 inches shorter than

‘the lergest ccomponent of the rifle.
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CBS News attempted to refute the witnesses by having Dan Rather hold o package
thet was long enough (3%.8") to contain the rifle in sboub the memner that
Ostald was supposed to have held it. He then walked awmy fran the ccmera with
the tep of the rifle visibly protruding zbove his ghouwlder., “You can decide
if Frazier,...50 feet behind Oswald,...could have micsed the (protruszicn),"”
gaid Rather. Of course, the five inches of rifle which extended ebove hiz
showlder was alwoys in view, bub that did not atop CBS News frem conciuding
that Oswald did carry the rifle into the building in the paper vazg.

CES News completely ignored:

1) Rendle's testimony as to how Oswald carried the bag as ke epproached
her home---like a lunch seck, barely clezring the ground, (Such a length on e
non of Oswald's height is substantially less then the length of the disasserbled
rifle.)

2) TFrazier's testimony as to kow the perer bag was ploced on the resr
geat of his car, ard the subsequent deduction that it was 27 inches.

3) Witness Dougherty's testimony thzt he sow Osweld enbter the building
that morning and that, "If he was carrying anything, I aida't see it."

L) FBI expert Cadigan's arclysis of

or physical evidence of a rific ever hoving
or distinctive marks. (J. Zdzar hoover hed

g wnich showed no chemical
Igewn0 013, rifle debris,
thes the »ifle wos wall oiled.)

That same cvening, & witness to the assassinetion, Amos EZuins, was brought forta
to claim that he had seen o man in a window of the Depository building holding
what locked like cn iren pipe. This wos used by CBS News to suppert the thezis
that Oswald was in the wirndow, even though Euing testified to The Warren Con-
mission that the nan was & negro. Bub this the audiernce wos not told.

These exzrples duplicate exactly the selectivity of the Warren Rezort ia
presenting evidence, Bubt even when CBS News presented its owm rescarch
importent facts were caitted when they tended to discredit a lone
conclusicn.

One clear example is the subject of "blurz” on the Zep:

News as indicative of when the ghots were fired. It wos conbended thal thre
blurg, at fremes 190, 227, and 318; were couged by & jump in the cemergman's
hands as the shots were fired., However; a glarce through the individual
framss published in Volume XVIII of the Heeriness befove the Frecsident's Cone

O R S T oo

gpruder film, cibed by CES
k: e

v

cecurrirg ot no fewer than eight plaoces, in of lon ob frames 195, 203, 222,

250, and 260, The sudience never heard this fust, for eight blurs counled wit
the standard of evidence employesd by CBS Neows wowldd lead one to conclude that

there were eight shots.

B L S L T AR P PR e s Vs A ot

These exarples are not the sum total of meeningful caisslcons dxring the four
eveningz., Bub these cmissions, thovsh irmortant to ceonsider, are nct as seriocus
es the zorner in vhich the critie'’s most basic objecticas to the Werren Report
wWere repeatedly misrepresented so &3 to facilitate their refutation.
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In dealing with the single bullet theory, CBS News cenducted a highly dromatic
tect inveiving a serics of zelatin bloeks osbza: ibly rosresenbinz the poth of
a bullet {C.E. #599) thrcuzh Presidewt Keancdy®s neck and Covernor Conally's

bock, rib, wrist, and into hisz thich, Vafortunabely, this tost wae irrelevent
to the izsue beeouse 1T w3 conduched to dedermine Wasihor or nob the budlet

had the vernetrabing pover Lo conse thooe wewnds, a cuesticon thald hno rot Leen
rolged by oy publighzd crdblc. The reol igguos howe elweys bvecn, cafd rexoins

‘\'4’
{the avdlence was

303 @
3 0

[

©
1) the Tually wndeformed econdition of the bwileds when fourd (h
never shom the CES test buwllet vhalch did not zwnsh o riv), 2) %the coplete
agbgence of particles of blesd ond Siszgue on tha bullet, cxd  3) the fach thol
the time span betiesn the weunding of the Breoidont oad the Govornor yoso 4oo
chort to have been caused by two buwllets frenm the MornlichereCoresno and 4eo

long to have been cawsed by ozme brllict (see LIFE, Fovesber 25, 16853,

In deoling with the beod shob in frowe £313 of the Zomzvrder 211w, Don Bothor
&:ks on expert In rhotezroph enclyols, “Ave yon cuure thuv scze critics say

by the vexy fact thot in the wicture you ean elo: Ly oee the explezicn of the
bulict on the fromt of the Prosidont thod thes o stainly indlestes the bullet
cemg from the front?” Mo publishad crific has » eited this Dorverd
explosion, seomingly of blood o : ; o shot Zren the frent.
The question is, and hes aluoys ; ol end leflbword movee

Taiaens 9 2. -
oz 313 threngh
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22 censlstend with o o 57 (Maiver
Cronkite even had the o thils dizcuw v2 the emlonien
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Thege Lfer exammles, suzgestive of the majerity of the caest
thet the CBS News ingulry wes nob in any voy an cbjestive

fects of the Kennedy conossinodbica, L Tke vericus
authors were either ignovcd or go misvermresented ac to cong rhe o greos
deception. These pregroms Were, in sum ard in subsionce s o editorial by C2S.
Tais wag reflected most explicitly by the phrascs usced by Uedlber Croxliic,

"CES News kas concluded that...," and, "I is the cpinlen of CBS News Caheany”
ete,
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The Citizmens' Comnitbee of Inguiry wos firsh Porced in Dacczber, 1653 by Mork ILene
to aid resenrch on thiz mubject. T was weachivaied By wysclf ond others in
Cetebor, 1985 to provide & vehicle by vhick tnose tho do nob accesrh the ocne

clusions of the Worren Ropord could cimwens Sholn Loalings cn thls svbject.

Accordingly, because the “CI3 I

Errdhdn R cflands man TamT S e A
——— Nt e Ve S il g e e

elorarenticned ‘inguizy®
critics of the Werren Roporsy booiize
o ediborlal by C385; ond becanse -
sides of a conbroversial dssue rust be gl
guck o program, we of the Ciiizona? Coxmittee of iy de 4 21 epmoriunity
to reply oa the CES network to these prosvams, Vo dezire 4o prodtes & noeran
vhich will ellow the vericus critics t0 express themselves in robubinl 5o the
zositions taken by C28 News.

(8]

Vie make this demand on behalf of thoze millions of Arericons vho dotht The
cencluzions of the Warren Repord. We make it ca bokald of the 20,000 pecnle

-
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whose interests on this subject are formally (by s.@zﬂtwc) represeated by
thiz comnlties, And we moke i1t on boknlf of the majer cribics of the Woroen
Report who arce agzocisted with thiz comaiiice.

We sivcerely hepe that you will recoznize the Justice Luvolved in this rattar
and will act according

Sircerely yo‘e;ﬁs

\ "uu m ///7‘{2

Steven J. ;,m”tca,
W=blonn? Oﬂ*u"xz
Citizens® Ccamitiee of Inguizy

¥
o
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I reserve the right to distribute conics of this lotter 0 tho news rzdia
&t such time as I deen it necozoomy.
8.5

ces

Regel H, Hyde, FCT
Lep. Theodore Kupfemma
Dizt, Atby. Jim Comwicen
Righmd Q&_qﬂ-t

Leaplic Midgely

Robars Ric:l"'bf

Walter Cronkite

Ten Rather

Mark Lane

Sylvia Meegher

Howold Welshors
Reoyuond Marcus
Marjorie Fleld

William Turner

Vincent Salendria



