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Dear Steve,

Have ycu ever notice the stuse en old caet, even & tomest, will teke
from e rembunctious kitten? If the tomcet doesn't, quite literslly, kill the
kitten directly there is almoat no limit to the punighment he'll theresfter
sccapt. So 1t 1is with people, Those who sre older tend to be tolersnt of those
younger who they like, Ve accept from youth what we would not from our peers,

You mede mistekes. A certein smount of the responsibility is mine,
for 1 wes eware thet you were meking mistskes, at leest in part, Znowing this,
I foceds decision: lesn on you or not. Now one of the thirgs in my mind wuld
not likely have been in the mind of onme of your sge. 335 were in my mind, the
kind of men you willyet become, beceuse you ere not yet as mature ss you will
be, sre still in the formetive yesrs, despite your meturity, which is beyend
that of most of your peers, Vhat this mesns, very simply, is thet you must meke
8 certsin amount of your own mistskes. Thie 1s en indispensible pert of life,
learning, maturing, growing.

“y own judgement wes deficient, not sbout you. I underestimsted that
of which Jim wss cspahle, snd you have sn ides of my concept of hiscsapabilities!
I geriously undefeatimsted this, not Just by & little. Ditto for Boxley snd .
Turner. + never reelized they could snd largely did meke him their creaturse,
nor, despite the low opinion of hist integrity, did I reslly fathom Turmer's
incompetence 8nd irresponsibility - end in uging these words I em lesning over
very for backward tn be feir,

Imwss swere that there wes such s thing as "The Plot" in februsry, end
1" then hed misgivings., “verything 1 1earned of it thereafter strengthened these
misgivings; but: in every cese I learn afterward, not b= fore, snything happened.
When finelly I could try snd undoe the inherent herm or should 1 say recepture
some of what it might cost, I did move rapidly. Ve msy yet get some good of it,
in one form or another. I c¢snnot yet say of predict, I think perheps we alresdy
heve, end I cennot explain, It has, however, been ths mesns of-opening certein
closed doors, esteblishing whet mey yet be a good snd en entirely new relstion-
ship with those with whom, without it, estublishing sny kind of repport would
8t best heve been difficult. 1 was your years in the days of the "united front"
in Europe, For @ while itmworked. Now we nead all the =llles we cen get,

S0, 1 esn, to a lerge degree, go slong without serious eriticism or
dsiegreement when I reasd your letter Of 12/30/68. There are some things not in
it on which 1 will here comment {"it's for your own goodi”), and some in :it.
You sdmit having misgivings ss fer back as 2/18/68, But yu never acted or thought
in theee terms, cerefully hid this from me when we discussed my imisglvings end
those meny relevent things, end still, blindly, failed to exercise independent
judgement, considering yourself, ess you phrese it s Junior member of the team,
yours not %o question why, etec. This is the sattitude of the Judenrst, end 1
hope this will be the only time in your life 1t is yours, As recently as this
lest trip, 1 did not argue with you when you did ik Just this, in fect, in the
foce of it interposed your judgement and blocked certsin things I wented to do about
which, beceuse I did trust snd depend upon you, I wrote you long in sdvence.
Agein, 1 want you to grow, if it meens meking your own mistakes. As recently es
then you had feith in the Hepburn ploy. But becsuse you did suspect things were
not as they should huve been, your course of sction snd thinking were wrong. From
thet moment on, intellectuslly you hsve no defense in eclaiming to be but 8 jJunior
member of the team, May I sdd, like those very loysl Custer scouts?
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I suggest you think this through for yourself, for, as you have heard
me say, the Warren Commisslon hed no monopoly on error. Let us grant them a
monopoly on wrong motive. If you find, on really fsecing this, that you were
wrong, you will be better eble to live with it now then later, sssuming as I
do that your motive was e good one. You cen now look 8t 811 those older and
drew comfort. But if you Jeffe with it now, in a f:w yeers you will heve e
negging conscience, perheps soomer, with the potentisl of the coming trisl in
Negw Orleans (There is s non-office report there will be further délay because
Percy Forenen is sbout to sssume the defense). Whet you tell me is not importent;
what you tell yourself is, You ere now old enough, experisnced enough to meke
end stend by the consequences of your own decisions snd judgements. These will

~-not be the first wrong ones you mske. But do not repeat the ssme kind, for this

means ebdicetion.

When I was out there this lest time you were both irresponsible snd
less then honest, I do not know why, I essume this 1s not the "resl you", for + X
know 4t 1= not es I have known you. xou did not do the things you seid you had,
you did not do the things you could hevep you wers esnything tut orhenizetion-
or tesm-minded, You, like all of us, have problems, At your ege I cen snticipate
8 few not as common among older people. Thet whole Santes Berbars busincss wes
sn inexcusesble mess., I would 1ike you to streighten it out with them, even 1if
1 om never out there sgéin., I say this not by way of complaint, for thet would
serve no purpose, + report it ss the besis for self-enslysis., It requires no
comnent. “one of tie foregoing does, I take thias time I do not have in your
interest slone., 1 hope you ¢sn understand eni belisve this, for in all other
respects 1t £t too late to heve meaning.

Back to Hepburn: Cen you meke me a photocopy of the cmwedits, etc.,
of the French edition? Cen you give sny meening to sy of the nemes? In it end
others, like Zewin Bergot? I reslize thic may not be posaible, but I think it
importent not to overlook emything, :

On your friend in Frsnce, the answer 1as a very positive yes with s
very big "IF", Only if it presents no jeoperdy to him, This cen bs imporrgant.
'@ muet be as prepered to the degree we cen for whatever csn eventuste. +his
means we rust know 88 muches we cen, try and enalyze its msening, snd then,
if necescary end possible, do what we esn, Perheps during the trial, I have no
reason not to telieve this is @ CI. depsrtment of diminformstion job, if foi no
other resaon becsuse of their,Bhiw connection, It may seem unlikely, but I eesn
not isolate snything more likely with the unlimited funds availeble snd used on
this, snd with the self-defsating attitudes, wrich ere not those of the ususl
self-seelking publisher. Please be zlert to indicetions of this.

Gotta get back to other work, Tlease send me rifle, complete with all
the clips and what smuo there is, especislly if it is dissrmed,; to me c/o him so
it cen te avellable there for use in the trial if necessary or befare it if
desireable. Pest regerds to everyone, ani thenks for whet you have done end are m
doing, If you want to send “ouls coples, I think it 1z » good ides,.

i o -Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg.
If yon have not heard from him, he d14 approve the Rose memo, It msy be necessary.
Iem convineed it is very, very desiresble, ilso, if there sre any picture he mey
need on this you hsven % sent Gary, rlease do 1%, asking him to return whst you
want returned. He has other sources then the girls snd is a very aolid guy.



