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Dear Steve,

Some of the rhhtoriesl questions in your letter of 2/22 I cen, perheps,
enswer. Today 1 duplicate® the third of thres limitoef private publiceticns of
books srd, as always at such en intervel, I =m tco tired to go f-rward immediately
with cther production. 1 use these intervels of fetigus for cstching up on corres=-
pendence and filing, etc,

At this juncture, I will heve to decide whet to do rext. I hezve already
completed eoms of the mcking against the disastar but will be without meens of
expldbing. 1 heve 4t ready, no more. 1t is possible I msy feel L must do some
writing I newer expected or plenned. Ve sll have s survivel problem and we hsave
swong us too meny lemmings. Probably within e few dsys I'1ll know enough for s
basis for decision ané then cen hope only thet it is the corrcet ons.

_ With your intreduction, stout disgust end whset 1s good and tad in

the Dealey Plaza presentetion, 1 disgarse only with your estimsts thst it was, by

end large, good. 4t was enything tut that, inedequate at mst, dishonest by intent,
incomplete end ameteurish through a combinstion of ignorance and ego, end all of

thie need not heve been, *his is not to sey a thing ageinst Oser or Alford, both of
whom are fine, competent meny Vhen I let them persusds me %o go, sfter I cm gelled

my plsns snd reservstlon but two days earlier, #fter the first flasco in Judge
Halleck's court, both met me et the sirport. Alford tcld me he hed not read a single
took or the cease and had had no ccnrection with 1% until two dmymxmmxitecx

weekxs esrlier. Cser hed had s 1little contect, but thet wos fer in the psst. It 1a
creminal thet no single lawyer was prepered sfter two yeers of time. None of them

cen be held at fault. They &¥X sl) were kept busy on other office work. This was on
Sundey morning, 1/20{ By thet night I hed more new misgivings then 1 needed., There

is now no point in going into this. Four of the lewyers got on the phone 1/19 and

each ssked me to gc down. I had done nothing but help prepere them from 12/4 on, end
uplike them, I put in long, hard dsys. I stent whet for me is much money thst they
esked me to. They hed promised not only to repay my expenses but to raise some momey
some way to compensate me for the time., I'm still welting for the experneses zuthorized.
There ceme e time, roughly colrnciding with Jim's return to town, when these lswyers
hed little interest in ma, so 1 decided to lesve., I stayed long then I would have

only teceuse I wes asked to. In the presentetion thue far, not having to do with N.O.,"
I know of nothing new and sclid thet hes eny other originl, snd there is tut little of
thet. Tke stuff orn and from Finck comes from FOST MOR"EM snd POST MORTEM III: SECRETS
OF TiE XENNEDY AUTOPSY. + had not completed the latter but geve them the contents
vertally ard I Xeroxed the former for them. Among the witnesses L line up were the
Willises, At soms pdint they just started wreeking what thelr inhirited trepsrstions
verritied. Wok putting Weeht on, for exemple, is criminel. They mey get ¥inek fer
perjury, but hed@ they subpenaed Huges, ss I'd ssked, there is no question. And these
things would have meening 1f and when they lose. Thev would also have mesning for

the rest of us, the only ones who will pay for ell of this. But they do not csere for
eny of us, not rewlly, or for whaot we heve %ried so hzrd %o do., Theirs is s sirenge,
illogical, zelf-denying selfishness. Thare is no rolnt in golng elong tinls line,
They did misersdbly, 2nd I am not judging by the preas tut from well-informed friends
en the spot/ The only reassn I am not thare 1: tefsuse I just didn't heve ti® funds,
for even that subminimum o my Nowv Orlaans existence. Before I left, not realiy want-
inf to stay there, * le* Mag-le ani Yinee loow only teccuse + dld not went later
charges agesinst me for coppinz out. 1 am without ccompleint thet neither Maggie nor
Vince felt +they ought te do anything. + merzly wented tiem o know, I would have
stayed and tried, knowing no effort cotld succeed, You heve never undewstood Jim or
ths rest of them. In the long run, essured 2s I feel they woul? have heeded no one,

I velieve I 414 more good at h~me. You hovs nc idea how much + hesrd by phone {rom

others then the office, including their friends, th

et I was needed and should be there.
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My respome waz thet I bad but two preconditions: it had to be mede possible end

1 wented essurence not that what I sugzested would be done but that I wuld be
listened to. 1 have hesrd nothing from the office, directly, rince 1 left, I do

not thirk you will ever begln to fully reslize the lost oprortunities, inclul ing
N.0. e2nd Dellss. You deo not krow whet witnesees were cveilstle, wha+ they wuld
heve seid, includlng *the other side, Or the preperations ignorsed for the witnesses
of the other side, ™ere is nnd wag e Mew Urleenc cese. It was not put on. I cannot
tell vou why. This incluies derning meterial on Shew, direectly, snd much potentielly
of enormeus importance never pursued, Some dey I'1ll do thst bocke. I hope I do not
feel impelled to do it =oen,

The bit ebout Uswald and the rifle was for other purposes. I tried to
discoursge it witicut success, 1t wes to prove his guilt! They did end seid what
they knew to be wrong becauss this iz the charge cf the indictment, but they wuld
nct use the "end others unknown" part for a2 "False Ogweld", an indespensible of
sny vieble csge thers, ss should by row be clear to the ignorant and then should
bsvs been to the partly-informed. I took this up ell the “ay %o end ineluding Jim,

"Anyhow, I want to bug out of everything for e while to find out
what heprensd”, you sey. Y5 not be & summer soldier. 1t will ceuse you ‘oo much
trouble in the days and years shead. %e all mske mistakes. Yo not comipouné p urs,
Now 1s the time tn be prepered for whatever must be done thst cen te tried, not for
cuitting beeause things are about tc get roughsr. Only, drop all the nonsense and
stick to realities. You should be getting en understending thet 81l the siurf you
wera working on was nothlng snd kept you away from whst might heve yislded sumething,

"Iz my Jjudgzemsnt poer?™ In this cese it was, but not witkout mejor res-
poneibility not being primarily gours. fou ere still of but so much reesl experisnce
in life snd with psople snd you accepted the word end judgement of others you hed
resson to trust, fou also were on werning and did not do your own, independent
thinking. But, if it is eny solace, others with more experience and mere knowledge

- had end used worse judgement. Fer your yesrs, I think serious compeint cennot be
o )

mmde egsinst your Hudgemcnt. There was toc mmeh atardust in yvour eyes, anyway. But
do you no¥ undorstond whet e yesr sgo 1 dsicoursge you from leaving school and

. going there, why I triad ¢n pursygds you not to go there to werk for the sugmer?

Mey i, as 8 measure of his integrity ss e humen, point out thet when I discussed
this with Louia, ke msde the seme recom-endstion to vou?

"Is 1% the op osition?" Ko, they are out test help. They heve neothing
but povwer, which is & tremenduous ssset, bub thev have used 1% porrly. Ve are &nd
have teen our own worst enenles. The reel respossitility on our side is shared, and
it is shared hy tinge with no morslity, those with bsd worality, and those unconcerned
by sny concept of morslity. You Lhave e@szoclated with tor meny of ell verieties, no
feult of ycurs. “e have %o nmeny would=-be bigshods who do not and do not like to
work but do Jove to telk -and Go - ton muich, Soum they heve yat to leern to apply
intellectual Judo to the opposition. oo rewarding being im.ortsnt and seen end heard=-
end in some csses, paid.

"Is Garrison's judgement poor?" As poor as you will ever ses. Also, he 1s ;
en incrongruous mixture of close~to-genius esrd incredible stupidity end self-deception.
He can be zbsolutely brillisnt but is ususlly inept, incompetent, self-defesting and,
until now soove sll, blessed with luck like no man ever hed, Noone else could possibly
have gotten swsy with whet he hes. And with 81l of this, no critics more competent
than the Zpsteins? "o ever hed thaet kind of sdditicnal go~d luck, Be is zlso sick.

He hes survived to taois point onlyii by good fortune and the thenkless efforts of
otherg, over his actlve oprosition.

'The Junk i1 Jecember was the capper", There was so much Junk in _December
jou lose me. I will not sgain, kanwoingly, go through whet I then did f have
or ﬁm 1
yet to be thsnked or get mykexpenses back - as proni sed, k ha
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1 nsve taken this time because I think you are worth it, I giwe you
my ¢pinions in coffidence, for ycu alone, You heve made otler people's mistekos.

le you maks any mrx more, let them be your owm, and then, if you do, facs tkem
like 2x man.

On the shipmant of WWII in quostion. I geve an lusurance receppt  the
?C, for ws could havs collectad., Their response is that you redeivel tue books,
There are these possibilities: Ths receipt is for the wrong shipment; you aigd get
the booksy thsy sre wrong. Bub I necd mmething o go one You did ot even tell
ne if they spoke %o you. 0id taev? How do they ~now you got them?

Insure whatevar you return, However, remember when I was out thers, the
time I stsyed witc the woadorful Grossmsasz, I carrisd 100 books with me and, when I
got ta T4, 1 geve you abous all 1 had lefs, perhaps a3 many as 20-25, as my
contribution %c your comiittes. If these sre the bosks, d4s you want credit for them?
Ramebar, we ¥ere iz your rocm wihere you have your locker, end 1 believe you put them
in your locker. Thsre wers some you were all oud of tut my supoly was not uniform.
0lense insure whatcver you return. And, how sbout lesning on thst zaptimonious fink
Kunkin to get him to pey for the books he then ordered, sald hs would promote, esnd
heve neither peid for nor once meniioned in his rege. Our bills, as is customry,
include the ccst of postsge, Hz need nct retura what ho hss not s0ld if he has any
intenticns ol rnffering them for sale, But he should ray. He can got eredit st any time
for returned sslesble bookz,. Hex is so highly prineiplad he does not responé to letters,

Ths k3 for telling me tha rifle went tc N,O, Nelthar you nor thsy told me
in time for me %2 give them the iderticel sight, tbrand new, tc havs thet for use
in court. They, of courss, ars the only lmportant and busy people in the world, so
they hevs no time for thonins or vwriting these thirgs normel peseple working together
£1nd necessary. 948 you z1se eend the olipe and ammo? I think, but I eam not certain,
thet sone of the s2mmo had teen dissrmed,

No, the little redio 1= not oksy end wes not whan it srrived, It wee then
inasperetive, Loyls hes it. By romarkatle bad eoinzidencs, when you 416 oot ot me k
¥nov about *k 1t, =224 I didn t ¥mow until I got there thet you had sent it, I arranged
to zot snother. That, slso, Was inoperstive. There I wes with two, meitker workipg!
2nd 313 1 need 1%! I really tlew 2 mind, when it %as most {mportent and when 1 could
not %ars. I had 3 witness, Zud, dut that is nst cuite the ssme azs a record. ¥ith Pain's
letest hip-shooting, 1t wpuld have besn helpful. For my venity =nd for sn historic
racord, I would heve like very nuch bo have a precise adcount of whet we missed. ¥ou
told me 1% had coms insured but he had destroysd the receipt. He was zoing to try end
have 1% fixed, I ssked, if thet coukd not te done, yo heve it returned to you with
the statement thet it had bteen received in demeged conditien =o you eould ccllect on
the insuranes from your erd., I've heard nnthing since. + have neithar. Beth are in NO.

t is about time for you %o zet other thsn s L'raug Merriwell understsnding of

the word loyslty. You consistently misuse it end you assign wrong prioritbes, A men's

rimary loyslty is $o principles. If your own intelligence dcesn & tell you that
a dog licking shoes is other then "loyal", does hot the decision oI Nuremburg tell
you a2 ything sbout respponsibilities, You csn 8e disloysl, the wsey you use tie word,
and consider it loyelty. How deoes it "disrupl loysliy" to "say, I think the integrity
of Americsn justice is best served by an szcquittal.,?” Anything else would t® the &
highest disloyelty. I have long been saying there coulu be no susteined conviction
sigply becsuse "our side" hed by -hen deuizd tbe derendsent his rights. To ssy thet
the cihier side was tike €sus:z iz 4c say insullicient sud to evade what sone of us
have done. But, they elsoc huve not put on the cese they could which worries snd
sroutles me, for those reesons I gan sssipn to thies do not sstisfy me. To enswer you
anocther wsy, to ue, =s a writer, investigetor, & men of ressonsble intelligence, there
is no doubt on tue rects. However, on what has besn presented in court, thers is no
case sgul nst Shaw at aliseesVhst could they have hed when they charged him, Russo

by then rot beving crewled inte the light? gop In
qve to ipfl ct the ypose on
Obins up. Life is this way, snd so are peodle 'ri“m hen {1 E“r%s 16ss. Bk, _' yéu‘ ,



4829 Morella Ave.
No. Hollywood, Calif.
22 February 1969

Dear Harold,

I am disgusted with what is happening in New Orleans, as I'm
sure others are. The case &s structurally weak simply because it
relies ultimately upon Russo -- who is uncorroborated and neutralized
even if he is telling the truth. I think the presentation of
Dealey Plaza facts was good -- but it could have been more meticulous
and complete as I'm sure you agree. The junk about Oswald bringing
a rifle into the TSBD is a ploy (Louie said no comment when asked)
to force Shaw either to admit an overt act or to admit conspiracy
in Dealey Pjaza/

Anyhow, I want to bug out of everything for awhile to find
out what happened. Is my judgment so poor? Is it the opposition?
Is Garrison of poor judgment? What happened? For many months I've
folt something like this was going to happen -- in fact since your
last visit. The junk in December was the capper. Until T have a
better handle on the situation, I had better do nothing.

As far as our finances are concerned: the shipment of WWII
in guestion did not arrive as far as my memory and records show.
Would I have signed something if they didf Would the P.0. huve it
on record? 1I'll be returning 10 books, mostly Photo WW for credit.
All in A-1 condition.

The rifle went to New Orleens pronto as requested. Did
it get to whoever it was supposed to? Is the little radio o.k.?

I guess that's all., As much as it disrupts loyalties to say
S0, I think the integrity of American justice is best served by
an acquittal unless, somehow, more comes out: There is a reasonable

doubt, I think. Be

L o

ﬁéven Je Bui‘ton




