


./ Bagueh as-his staff director,
‘seftled. instead : for- M'ariou

ES
£

Colmer.

H— 7 :ofThreeArtzcles
‘¥ By Richard L: Eyons..

. Washington Post Stalt Writer .

oz, Rep William M. Col
(D-Miss), 82, the man

o w?&” brought. Fishbalt, Miller

‘Vpolnt of 40.years 1n Con-

gress was ﬁervice as chair.

had Just heené voted out of
_ power.

In 1948, Colmer was in-i

T vited to dinner with Church-

{

Colmer, ‘chairmnn‘o “the
House Rules Committe, the

powerfyl . traffic’ cop that
clears all‘major legislation .

toi"the ‘House floor and can_

<«Kill -bills by: not. acting; re--4.

> 'flegted -on his career:in a
" . taped interview last ‘week,
‘oné of 4
* ing. House~patrldrchs

For the . Post-War ; Eeo-
nomic: 'Policy ‘and Planning.

es with depart-

Folsom, later-a Secretary of -
Health, Edycation and-Wel-

ill who was visiting ﬁ'iends
in Florlda ag.a private “eitd-
zen, Colmer“said he._told

-Churehill how much he had
-admired . a ' wartime ‘speech
to- Congress by the::
_Prime Minister. ..

one X want ‘to . make,”

"this word back to: Speaker
Sam: Rayburn; who was en-
thusiastic - about another
.congressional - appearance,
-But._the - State Department
' squglched . the idea for fear
of -offeriding-the new British
Labor government ot Ciem-
~ent Atltee. " iy

fare under, President’ Eisen- -

hower They:held hearings -

hete, traveled. through™ Eu-:/

‘rope after the war, met Sta-

lintbut -not ‘Churchill: (“tie
-grefatest of' them all in my
book”), whose government

-economy platform. We both
ran on it. That’s when Roose-
‘velt saild Hoover was a
spendthrift. The first major
plece of legislation 1 voted
for -that 'Roosevelt - ‘recom-
~mended = was’ the “economy

bill. And lt almost proved to .

s EWell, - I've ; got imother"
Churchill said. Colmer took.

“So Churchill went to Ful-
ton, Missouri, and made his*
Iron Curtain. speech there'
instead of to Congress * sald:
Col :

f with Franklin D, Roose-‘
.>velt in 1933. “I didn’t run
- as a New Dealer. I ran on ‘an

be my last because it cutv : 1‘3

“back, all’ veterans and fed.
eral -employees, including

members of Congress, 15

per cent. Boy, when 1 came

up - for re~election, those,_‘

boys (veteran;) jumped me.

I had five opponents oneof

them an old fraternity mate
‘of mine Someone said ‘to
him ‘Your Te not going to
run. dgainst - He said,
_‘Hell, yes, someh ody’s going

o beat him, It i‘nlght as well
.be me.’

. “At an;v rate, I survived -

that. I ‘didn’t’ leave' Roose-
velt. Roosevelt left me. Don't
misunderstand me. I' voted

for gp'ractically everything -

Roosevelt | .recommended
- those - first: few years. be-
cause .. . ' we were frying to
get out of the slump. The
country was in bad shape

and . somebody had to do .

prim.in

orted it. But. I've said ma.ny
times since then that we
keep priming the pump in
good times as well as bad
times, and we’re going to
wind up there isn’t going to
be any water in the well.”

‘Colmer had gone on the
Rules Committee in 1939,
‘but was.bumped off when
Republicans took control in
1947. Speaker Sam Rayburn

\ “wasn’t too. keen” about the

I
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e should serve only a proce- -
-V 'dural function for the lead-

‘; ership. ‘He thinks a Rules
~.Committee- member should
, vote against a bill if he.

-;i,eomlﬁlttee. '
burn enlarxed the Rules

cohservative ; Colmer going -
back on R.nlec in 1948 when
the Demoecrats came bgck. i

“But John McCormack was.”

llvelcngormack. then ml‘l;jorlt!f"
< er, was &,
dor Tan SRl

"Rayburn ’w_,

farmer. -
“Well, John was a great

guy for helping his friends:

And he was' a. stickler 40X ##grder as 2 floor substitute,
“I said from the beginning
was going " to  cooperate
with the leadership {o- the
fullest extent except where :
~a matter of gravé prind.ple :

following precedent.
the precedent was:
go back. This isn’t
thing , I'd Want put in the
Methodist - record down
home, but John and I be-

t you

ionged:to the same poker. .
‘club. He was a good poker :

Committee and broke  the
conservative -

“met;-largely-because hey:is:+

‘And .

*Well, when 1 see !ie s | golng

Republ.icnn-’}
“control lthat “had

| tion in the lste 1950s.
1 - The Rules: Committee has-
Been much tamer under Col-

,,vrai;ed with the leadership
“of “both” MeCormack :and

_ ‘- Like his predecessou, Col. 5
hemmed in by new rules and: ‘.
| is-outvoted. But as chairman

for the past six years, he

“could delay or-try to gut a
bill - by clearing it under a
rule making a conservative
‘non-germane proposal in

out: to.!
be overriddgn Id look tor a <
gqod place o ght . :
; : wh W

n\

to throw me, I get off.’ I've -
done. some of 'that, ‘but on *
the whole I think F've coop-

(Carl) Albert. They both say i
1 did, anyhow.”." -

mer . ‘would. never " concede '
that the rnles Committee'

poses of the Rules Comm.itp
- tee .is that it can slow down.
" hastily reported legislation. -
.If I'm convinced. it's not
.good . foF: .the . country, .

“onder;. That all " took
months.” The conservative
subatitute of Rep. John Er-

N House, .:a

- NOW?’ -

: t
“lenborn (R-IIL) passed the. go. to junlor college hut :
stronger . bill ..

ever . even voted.

ls’eace Corps,’

“said,’ Bait what ya-gonna do ik

‘name because he was then -
50 small, sald he: wanted to .

dldn't have any money
- hun

-given ;- the . .

~thinks it bad, despite the

p—

s ult of

fact that his President, his -
'party leadership and the leg-:
’ -iglative cbmml charge

i “Legmatlon ls o!.ten the *
. some national or

~-loeal - - Something

becomea very populnr over- .
:l%ht 80 etxarym \:ants tci .

et - on.the whgon, . 1.,
f think one of “the. prlme pur- =

should exercise what power X

I have to:slow it down a lit-

tle 'bit.: We've: -got pretty
that - w

s minimum wage blu.

: “I' held that: for-a long time :
‘without ~programming . it.

And then we finally got to

“the point; of the Erlenborn .
;yubstitute, making that in Th “had

’ out :golng to conference.

“writihg abont, but I have a ™
son who is just a few years

younger tha e - g
y uem:lﬁﬁt» :’v;!:i, fé; v;w, “Ho was th 0 grost
ot 4 Coftter

pused the Semte and the .
‘measure {finally died with-

‘,His “favorite Presldent?;

pund _campalgnini. O
fhetgot tt;d Conthp'leu, Colmer
“got - wol t - Fishbait =
story back of that, not worth . wanted to: come; oo, So he -

i ke RO

“got ‘him- & “job in the mail "
" “room " and Flshbalt was. on ;
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Rep, Colmer, left, in Murch photo with Rep. Ray Madden, who.is éxpected to

succeed him as Rules chairman,
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