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THE W
ASHING

TO
N PO

ST 

Intelligence- .H
earingst D

\e/iiyed; 
P

resident, L
evi, P

ressure 
C

hurch C
om

m
ittee on N

SA
 

B
y G

eorge Lardner, Jr 
• 

W
a

sh
in

g
to

n
 P

o
st 

O
verriding C

hairm
an Frank 

C
hurch (D

-Idaho), the S
enate 

intelligence, com
m

ittee bow
ed 

to
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

 p
ressu

res 
this' w

eek and voted to post-
pone hearings on the super-
secretive N

atio
n

al S
ecu

rity 
A

gency. 
The com

m
ittee decided by a 

vo
te o

f 6 to
 4 to

 "d
efer" th

e 
h

earin
g

s after a last-m
in

u
te 

p
h

o
n

e call fro
m

 P
resid

en
t 

F
o

rd
 a

n
d

 a
 fo

llo
w

-u
p

 a
p

-
p

earan
ce at a clo

sed
 co

m
-

m
ittee m

eetin
g

 T
u

esd
ay b

y 
A

ttorney G
eneral E

dw
ard H

. 
Levi. 

A
 co

m
m

ittee sp
o

kesm
an

 
em

phasized, how
ever, that the 

c
o

m
m

itte
e

 h
a

d
 e

x
p

lic
ity

 
rejeeted a m

ove to drop 'the 
N

S
A

 in
q

u
iry alto

g
eth

er, an
d

 
said

 th
at th

e sen
ato

rs still 
hope to reschedule the public 
sessions. They had originally 
been scheduled for yesterday 
and today. 

The proposal to cancel the 
public hearings com

pletely, it 
w

as learned, cam
e from

 S
en. 

B
arry M

. G
oldw

ater (R
-A

riz.) 
at Tuesday's closed session. It 
w

as defeated by a vote of 5 to 
4. L

in
in

g
 u

p
 w

ith
 G

o
ld

w
ater, 

sources said, w
ere Sens. John 

G
. T

o
w

er (R
-T

ex.), G
ary W

. 
H

art (D
(D

-C
o

lo
.) an

d
 R

o
b

ert . 
B

. M
organ (D

-N
.C

.). 
C

hurch, w
ho w

anted to go 
.a

h
e

a
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 in
q

u
iry

 o
n

 
schedule, w

as joined on this 
v
o

te
 b

y
 S

e
n

s
. W

a
lte

r F
. 

M
ondale (D

-M
inn.), W

alter D
. 

H
uddleston (D

-K
y.), C

harles 
M

cC
. M

ath
ias (R

-M
d

.) an
d

 
R

ich
ard

 S
. S

ch
w

eiker , (R
-

P
a.). 

 
M

a
th

ia
s
, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, th

e
n

 
m

o
v

e
d

 to
 ''-d

e
fe

r' th
e

 

S
taff W

riter 

hearings, reportedly as part of 
an effort to m

ake sure that no 
legitim

ate secrets w
ould be 

jeopardized. 
E

v
id

e
n

tly
 u

n
p

e
rs

u
a
d

e
d

 
eith

er b
y M

r. F
o

rd
's p

h
o

n
e 

c
a

ll o
r L

e
v

i's
 te

s
tim

o
n

y
, 

C
hurch again voted to hold the 

hearings, but he w
as joined 

th
is tim

e o
n

ly b
y M

o
n

d
ale, 

Schw
eiker and H

uddleston. 
The six votes postpoining 

th
e h

earin
g

s, so
u

rces said
, 

cam
e fro

m
 M

ath
ias, T

o
w

er, 
G

oldw
ater, H

art, M
organ and 

S
en

. H
o

w
ard

 H
. B

aker (R
-

Tenn.), w
ho had given Tow

er 
a proxy. 

C
hurch had announced last 

w
eek that a tw

o-day round of 
public hearings on' N

S
A

 im
-

p
ro

p
rieties an

d
 ab

u
ses o

f 
pow

er w
ould be held O

ct. 8 and 
9, b

u
t a sp

o
kesm

an
 fo

r th
e 

sen
ato

r said
 th

e p
resid

en
t 

c
a
lle

d
 C

h
u

rc
h

' "T
u

e
s
d

a
y
 

m
orning and asked that they 

not be held. 
M

r. F
o

rd
 also

 d
isp

atch
ed

 
L

evi to
 a clo

sed
 co

m
m

ittee 
m

eeting w
ith a m

ore detailed 
appeal, reportedly on national 
security grounds. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 o
n

e so
u

rce, 
Levi supplied the com

m
ittee 

w
ith no argum

ents or excuses 
it hadn't heard and considered 
b

efo
re. M

ath
ias, b

y th
is ac-

count, proposed deferring the 
hearings sim

ply until another 
m

eeting can be arranged, this 
tim

e w
ith the P

resident or his 
designee as w

ell as Levi 'and 
S

ecretary of D
efense Jam

es 
R

. 	
S

c
h

le
s
in

g
e
r. 

T
h

e m
o

st secretive: o
f all 

g
o

vern
m

en
t , ag

en
cies, th

e 
N

SA
 w

as created by exegutive 
o
rd

e
r 	

o
f 	

P
resid

en
t 

E
isenhow

er hI 1955. It started 

S
E

N
. FR

A
N

K
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

w
ith

in
 th

e D
efen

se D
ep

art-
m

e
n

t a
s
 a

 ta
c
tic

a
l a

n
d

 
s
tra

te
g

ic
 in

te
llig

e
n

c
e
-

gathering operation that w
as 

presum
ably not supposed to 

spy on A
m

ericans. 
, A

ccording 	
to 	

the 
R

o
c
k
e
fe

lle
r c

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
 

report, how
ever, the C

entral 
In

te
llig

e
n

c
e

 A
g

e
n

c
y

's
 

"O
p

eratio
n

 C
h

ao
s," w

h
ich

 
spied on dom

estic dissident 
groups, gave N

S
A

 a w
atchlist 

of nam
es and received "a total 

of 1,100 pages of m
aterial" in 

return. 
The R

ockefeller report also 
d

is
c
lo

s
e
d

 th
a
t th

e
 N

S
A

 
in

itia
te

d
 a

n
 ille

g
a
l C

IA
 

operation in the fall of 1973 to 
m

o
n

ito
r te

le
p

h
o

n
e

 c
o

n
-

versations betw
een the U

nited 
S

tates and Latin A
m

erica in 
an

 effo
rt to

 id
en

tify fo
reig

n
 

drug traffic. 
C

ongressional hearings in
, 

 

the past have also'show
n that 

,N
S

A
 o

ffic
ia

ls
 w

a
n

te
d

'  

b
u

rg
la

rie
s

 c
a

rrie
d

 o
u

t to
 

o
b

ta
in

 th
e
 c

o
d

e
 b

o
o

k
s
 o

f 
foreign em

bassies and that the 
A

rm
y S

ecu
rity S

ervice, an
 

'o
p

eratin
g

 arm
' o

f N
S

A
, in

-
te

rc
e
p

te
d

 v
a
rio

u
s
 c

o
m

-
m

u
n

icatio
n

s in
 1968 at 

the 
%

..",D
em

ocratic N
ational C

on-
, vention, 

O
versigh,t P

anel 

A
sk-ell 


