Dear Dick, NOT MCDONALD /8/75

Bomo yoars aghd an insurance-ggent friend to whom I was boasting ahbout my long
mcident—free record as he venswed zy policy fold m "that makes you a bad risf."

He was playingz the odgs, ss they do.
I suppose the general prinniple has wide apnlication, Bven to judgement,

I4 is, in fact, tho one element in wha® I do that can give me concerns I have
apde no gordcus eryors ave Wiith peoplae lot in my worke How long?

But I fiy into the face of it in eddresaing iy own Judgements No% in the
expoctation that it will make any differcnce. Were I not mo tired tonight 1'd
probably be doing somothing else, something in which the fatigue, not all of which
is physical, would not de a factor.

Today 1 bad to go to Yashington to do some uork in proparatkion for the 233endar
eall next Tuosday on the sult agaipst the FIX of which I t0ld yous You'll recall yfour
chucltle whan I fold you $oey'd 3old the court I kuow uore about this subject than
anyone in the Fil. Today I proved 1% with their papers end made ancther csse of
‘perjury against them ahout which azain nothdug will aow happan.

. As Il atarted to returmn X caught the 3 pente CB8 newz. The lead item wes Senatox
's statonent that the oomittaemymuﬂmninite investigation of asaane

sfonations, (This is a diversion that makos headlines snd takes them from their

appointed tasic, which would do tho country more good if they headed that,)

I Wicw oxac ‘cly what heo was tallclng avoud without seding the deisils in the
papers, which I won't ses until morning. It is my work and I can make a gusss on
which I'd bat how he got its from one I Srusked, a nawse not unkmowa to yome Lt goes
back to ilixon's vice-prosicency and I'd let this man have it in confidence becaunse
I would e widting sboul ite

What I don’t recall is whether it was in what I sent Poter Shophexd. I do lmow
that I had all of it worked out btefors the last I heard from hime It was bofore
codl weather in 1972. 3aforn there ¥as a Waterpate comaittse,

When T lald that book aside and atsrted writing The Unimpeachment of Richerd
Nixon, the draft of whioh was gompleted lset September, it was one of the early
chapters, With a full atory, so full that if the oam..it’me does what I didn't, I'm
confident that this loug mago I did the basics of what they'll do and what tney will
not. Desplte their authority and manpower and their begiardng with my worlk,

411 I could think of when I heard that newscas% 1s what would happen to a book
with the whole story in it when it becomes the subject of a Scnabte invesidzsiion and
either causes that investigation or is shead of it,

That reminded se of Shephord's disbelief in two unready roggh chapter dralta
I sant hinm hot from the machine. Thay grew into the Hughes scandal. with the (IA,
After that I carcded it such farther, into what nas not yoi appeared. In fact, aslmost
all of that book remains fresh and with editing would have a good chance of suoocess.
But my life ias such I have no idea when I can veed it for the first time and start
cutiing and editing.

At the very degincing when 1 spoke to you about a Watergate book you said “antam
had signed Mollanhoff end that would croam the market. Well, they canchiled out and
as I told you Clark did not deliver the book. He couldn't do a book he'd want his
nams on, nst oven with his Hixoa White House expariences.

And desgdte Lfs aignificance, %o date no substantial, worthwhile Watergate book
has apreareds
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Xédx even a good rehsak. And cn such a mubject!

20 ne tids 1s a commentary en publishing, oommercially and as it serves
mhjic interests.

People ¢b tend to shun and fear what is straage %o them, And pudlishers more
Mmtuﬂckhutfqm&uafmm
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Im’tmmhmthhmbm&bimudmmm;
has been on my desk for several days. I'11 have it edited by the end of the week,
my wife will type 1t, IS11 have an ddes of the space for an appendix, snd as best
and as fast as I om I'I1 gud 1t realy %o Pwink. Adding the appendix to the index
will be no great chorw,

mvnmum.umm.mmenmtuumunu
a printer tomoxXrow.

xmmummuumumuxmmwx'um
tha chanoea.

While X'd pretiy much zede up my ming that 1€ I'm ready and ndme of the curreat
mfmhwml'dmw. taat broadcasts ons of w0 many, really was
daoisive for ne.

I don'$ realyy tidnk thet even without comsercial distributicn I'11l lose.
¥ithout a single ad, a single perscoal appsarance or & single review (I seat no review
»mn)-xmmmmﬁuaummmtmmmmmmm
others. I haven't dane suy promotions on it in quitefscme time, '

Two peregrayhs up I got a calle I'we having dinner tomorrow night with the man
whote resl nane is used in the MoDonald Book ~ the one real name. He knows MoDonald
wall, KeDonald told him the book is faverable to s old friend "Sherman.”

If Basmey still has sny dnterest, he has competitol now and will have more.
4 ufor publisher s considering yeal eraay sbuff because it has 4ho name of &
pilldeophy professcr on it and something called "Thisd Warld™ is hooked with and
by now has printed what the Rockefeller Coarission has ruined. The cne chance that
bas to escaps total ruin, having been printed, is dlsbelief in anything offimtal.

Only trash has any chance todsy, ; v dn the fielda of =y work and

- 1 guess I best forget all other possidilitisy.

nmnmu«mmmmnm.z*ummm.
Best,



