Dear Jirm, Spectro, Church Committee, Kennedys 8 4/6/15

Bacause dome U of id kids are due here this morning, it will be poasible to get

this into the rall and you may have it tomorrow, with the seving of phone time,

1t bas been a bit chaotie and I've not have a chance for much thinking with Emie
Ebdan here, the heavy windstorm and what it has yequired and promizes I'd made earlier
to maie local speaches. Poor Nr. kale's troubles tock yesterdny afternoons Ia the morning,
a8 8000 43 1t vas light enough, + had to removed the larg pize at the end of the
¢rivevay from the driveway it blocked. I got all but the branches sawed uy and todsy
'Ll bave to reaove the entire messs iven the phons has codopived, with e Crasy Sotrost
radic station waicing mo at 2 a.m, this morning, whsn I'd beon in bed but an hour,

to confirm I'm doing & show for them at 1 tomorrow a.ne! 4 2 Bele!l]! When I'Q
"eanfirmed" may bofore yesterday when the vroducar phonad nel

On Szectro, Ithiakyouminad.aﬁngmthengkttmnga. I also think it s
right to kuep the presaure on thom now that thay have made the kinds of aistakes I'd
expected when I asked you to ank them to permit tapdng of the aonference by both sides.

They are more vulneradle on Spsotre than auy other possibla caze of the momsnt
if pot or all, and not only bocause of the lagislative history of the asendments., It
is, as you've seen, the one bit of evidence FEI does not dare have fully aired because
tmmmdoatmmr;mthoymtumthurhkugmwmum.ﬁmr
could and did do no more than pass ihe buck to the Commissiscn. %e could not dump his
fallure to do what the test requires on them. Nor can any of the lab agsnts, Tris, not
policy, is the reasou they uamakad the distribution. It establishes qudlty knoewlegge,
However, it is also a case in which there is no Comdssion or staff innocence, if
you recall the questioning of Frasisr,

It dosa:'t make that much diffezencs i they now witihold the vest and say take
it to court. Tie worst we could expect iz thet a Judge would agrec that they do not
have to dizclose the inftia) donoting distribution. The airing of the whole thing
would be worth move thun that, ss I think they'll agree. And the facs that they did
not do a complete spectro will be & cort record.

However, the maices more inportant what I've long wanted, a pege or pages from a
standard text on what a spooréo is. 1 think you ean nov botter understany why I wanted
0 attach 4t to th: complaint, ﬁnlupla TOa80N2 ¢

When 1% is all over we theX oomplain avout the oharges, based on Willisms' affi-
davit, (I don't know 47 you want Hich o know you sent me his liavy correspondence, If
you do or do not, 1suggmtmcmgsaattoh1nthattheuayhasmnghttoasmu
all thoso search charges Lecauae theyx oxe supposed to have coliected sll that duforzige
tion for the Commisaion, This meano that the charges are not justified or ithay did not
fully 4uform the Con-dnaion ar the highev-ups in the Navy, hs should say, auc &ve
them the chance to drop the charges or admit they did not do as tuey should at the
tine of tho investigation.) We cught at the beginning maks a record of the nature of
the charges the government is maicing because for the average persan these charges
s&lone can dereat the purposes of the Congress in enacking the law,

I was pleasantly surprised st Som Susmen's call. When he apologized for nat
responding to my latters I remdnded Mm that I'd told him I expected no respoisen
and had told him I exﬁactcd 4 one~way COrTOAPONMOnco whose DUrpose was narely to ine
form or propare him. “e recalled this but added that hs approcluted bodng kept ine
formed, had read and understood and approciated what 14 told hdm, and I gather he
vas also aaying he not passed on what ho bolieved hs sheuld havo. Ths 1if not one of
the purposes reflects another aspect of this and we disoneagd several aspwcts in some
dstail, Obviously he is not Arresponeible or a relf-startor, so I assume his cone
vorsation with #dke Epstein hsa nore then the ordinary meaning one sdght attridbute
to Ml having had that convarsation. I take it also that LMK has consideradle input
into that comuittes.

Whon I ssw Tom 1 was pretty dbraighiforvards (ne could say blunt. I told Me that
1 felt it was necessary for him t¢ understznd the consequendes of rispleced trust of
the past and as it continued into the present, I could not have been more uninhitdted
about Xarshall, Sheridan snd other velsted mstters., e did not pessnt it them, underw



-o%0od fully what I was telling him and why, and had & clear recall when he apcks to
oe yesterday. B went out of his way to let me know, for example, that Sheridan was
Btill working for them. Heo kneow immodiately what I was talldng about when 1 sald there
sdght 29 some provlens for Epetein in seeing me but none for xs in seeing him. He in
fact seams %o have anticipated that I'd say someihing like thia because he bugan by
dusariving Bpetein as an "absolutely straight arvow” in whom he and EsK nave the ful-
lest oonfidemes. (The problem is Hoffe/La. and Partin, Epetein was in chargeof that
IJ {ask force amxi the nefarious deal paxdoning Fartin for all those se:dious ains had
t0 have bsen elther his or with his approval at the lover levels, And you iowow well
enough bhe conplications Partin can mesn now.) .

When he ssked me to phone Epstedn 1 seid I'd be glad to but couldn t pay for it.
§o sugsested that & pluce the initial call and Bpebtein could call me bafk. At this point
1 suggested that you call Epstein initially beosuse you are a lawysr and beceuse you
represent ne and because you can add to what Epetein might wamt to know. (Hore than
by your own knowledge, by the way.) Je agreed and he said the queation wan a delicate
oas because it should not look like Bpetein took the initdative or was ssliciting. I
o suggest you xeop this very clearly end alvays An mind bacause 5% 1e normal for the
staff of camdittess to molicit inforsation or help. *t is their job. Tharelore we
havs to conclude that there is a delicats situation and whethar or not we know ite
oxnot mature, never farget it. . '

I discussed with him, taiing the isidlative, the problems of the “hurch some
mittes in the aseassinations area and espocinlly those oreated by the irresponsidls
chargas that are attwacting attantion and ave sonducive to a whitewash, I said that
in my view the only safe way to handle this is to examine fnto the way the sgenciss
worited, thal» records, what they did and 242 not 8o and how, ete., Eax seams to azree.
1 told hiz glso that 3£ he had not cascht the shows he should know that in each and
every ous 1 d seonm there was & clear allegation of Kennsdy responsibdlity for the
o suppressions, ranging ap to thyee on the irat AYC show. I went from this into an
oxplanation of the Nemo sult and the actualities. he remembered pretty much of what
1'é written kim about it and mede no effort to discourage ne. “s alsc socaed to undoye
stand the legelities as I gaw them as well as th: velevant fectual sctualities,

It was after all of this that ke ssid they are loclking into hov the agencies are
complying this month and in the sense of they would want to know from re what my
exporience has bwen. here I again brought you in, so you xay be hesxing from him
on that, too,. '

It meives wo aifferetice to ms whet Hooh's hangups en e are snd I don t care
vhether he persists in them or mot. I cangt keep up without enything withBut addres-

sing them anyway, Howuver, bdecause ho has mede reference to them again, I think it
right be useful tc give Mum some kind of assurcnces along several lizcs.

First that the arrengements I have mads for the use of the tranacript are a8 good
as we car oxpoct and that the vory majlomest of the media ars considsringe And that it
does not eng here, (I hope you had tlme to write Church along the lnes I suggosteds
¥With Swsnan s endorsomant the eonoluding parts have more point but 4 you have not
" they also ave less nesded now.)

I wonld tell him also that there ame other efforts with other materieals I sm
making, and include genernlitiss about spectyo, that you comsider are tds right cnes
and the right waye.

.1 do not have in mind saying look, you heve sll these silly notionS.... Rather
do I think a siaple, strdightforvanrd yaport of the situation can be helpful. There may
come & tixmo when I may want to snvite Mim in witk the Church comutittoee.

Hls pot dolng acytniug as be trded without success with the 1/27 transeript
indicates he had leamed what bs has not admitted anyeay. Let us keep it cools

I pdan ne further imrediate initiatives with the medis, Mot things go or not go
as they will and we can yei direct, This has been a Wig plus in tre beckgrounding ix
1t has made posaible if in no other ways 1 can visualize others, 1 have heard nothing
more £roam anye

With Bpetedn, i think it would be best we you and he to come here together, but if
be dosan_ t wat to, I'll go in. Best,




