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.~tgation repeatedly and covertly|On . i
attempted to manipulate the :.aw.rw Washington bureau
news media.in an effort to in-|C01¢f of a major news organiza-
;Em:nm,uu:v:o opinion and dis-|10n Was allegedly given discre-

] N iza. diting information about the
credit®&flizens and organiza- h ;
tions that were its “targets,” lawyer defending Dr. Daniel

the Senate Select Committee on Ellsberg in the Pentagon papers
: > oY case.
Mwmw_v_nmmmoo Activities reported The F.B.L's efforts to use the
H:e. mmEB:”mm.m report on | NEWS media were generally part

et p o |of the bureau's cointelpro, or
dognestic intelligence mn:S:aL . L S
presented evidence of pervasive| oo N tetintelligence  program,

designed to “disrupt” or “neu.
and frequently successful ef- Lo o ;.
forts by the F.B.L to use the |t 226" People or groups consi

news media to attack such tar- dered a threat to domestic se-

gets as the Rev. Martin Luther| CUFity. But the report indicates

fingir. and groupeand nd | 12 the EBL sl songht o

a_cw_:m n %wmﬁ: are described as minate its own views on such

the “new left. issues ‘as foreign policy and
Following are examples from )

th toof b which sexual morality.
e report of ways in - whic ;
the F.B.I. sought to influence A frequent technique used by

N iy the bureau was to plant news
reports of the news an:m.. articles through “friendly” re-
9Through a “good friend”

R porters, editors and executives.
who was chairman of the board The bureau also used its con-
of a national magazine, the tacts in the media to- suppress
bureau killed an unfavorable articles that were deemed un.
.wﬁ.,a_m about the bureau that

L friendly to the bureau or other-
Mwwmmmm%_& to appear in the|yige regarded as undesirable.
prLA e The report said that the bure-
| 9F.BIL officials approached|ay s Q.%:m records  division|
ireporters, N :._nE&:m one from maintained  “covert liaison”
a major magazine, and offered

R B with the news media to ad-
Lo play tape recordings “embar- vance two main domestic. intel-
Tpmm_:m: to' Dr. King.

2 |ligence objectives: () providing
“A freelance writer was fur.

) V derogatory information to the
nished by the bureau with pho-imedia intended to generally

5

ctivities or ideas|teresting” tape recordings 5._
volving Dr. King.

Benjamin C. Bradlee, now ex-
ecutive editor of The Washing-
ton Post, confirmed to a ques-|
tioner today that when he was!
bureau chief of Newsweek EL
gazine in 1964 he informed Mz |
Katzenbach of the offer made
to one of his reporters.

The report generally did not
dvulge the names of the jour-
nalist or news media executives
who were in contact with the
F..BI.

According to the Senate find-
ings, the FB.I. maintained a
close relationship with the
chairman of a national naga-
zine described in a bureau me-
morandum as  “our good
friend.” The report said that
the bureau took advantage of
the relationship  with the
unidentified executive to
“squelch” an unfavorahle ar.
ticle, to postpone publication of
an article on an F.B.I. Case and
forestall publication” of an ar.
ticle written by Dr. King.

Following are some other ex-
amples cited in the report of
attempted manipulation’ of the
acws media by the F.B.L:

9F..BIL. headquarters asked its
field offices to provide tie
press with specific data “de-
picting the scurrilous ang de-
praved nature

habits

represen-

discredit the a
of targeted groups or indivi
duals, and (2) disseminating un-
favorable articles, news re-
leases and background informa-
tion in order to disrupt particu-
lar activities.”

At the comniitete’s hearings,
a former director of the crime
records division, Thomas E.
Bishop, testified that he kept
a list of the bureau‘'s “press
friends” in his desk. He also
said that the F.B.I. sometimes
refused to cooperate with re.
porters who were critical of the
bureau or its director.

Mr. Bishop said that, as a
general rule, the bureau gave
out only “public record infor-
mation,” but that this could
cover almost everything in the
files “on a targeted individual.”

Dr. King, the civil rights
leader who was assassinateqd in
1968, was a frequent object of
F.B.IL "“news leaks,” according
to the report. It alleged that
the bureau offered to play for
reporters tape recordings that
were said to be “embarrassing”
to Dr. King—presumably in-
volving a sex episode.

The report stated that in No-
vember 1964, the Washington
bureau chief of a *“national
news publication” told Nicholas
B. Katzenbach, who was then
Attorney General, that one of
his reporters had been; ap-
proached by the F.B.I. and of-
fered a chance to listen.-to-*“in-!

saying that “every avenue of
possible embarrassment must
e vigcrously and gc:_mmmms.‘,.
cally explored.” !

UThe bureau ordered field of-
fices to gather information that
would disprove allegations by
“the liberal press, the bleeding
hearts and the forces on the
left,” that the chicago police
used undue force against de-
monstrators”at the 1968 Demo-
cratic National Convention.

GSeveral months after the
Cointelpro  operations  were
supposed to have ended, the
FBIL attempted to discredit
Leonard Boudin, the lawyer de-
fending Dr. Daniel Ellsberg in
the Pentagon papers case, by
disclosing to the Washington
bureau chief of a major news
service information about Mr.
Boudin‘s alleged sympathy for
“coumunist causes.”

The bureau placed in 3
newspaper an article by “a
wealthy Negro industrialist”
that purported “to give the lie
to the Communist conard that
the Negro is downtrodden and
has no opportunities in >3m:.._
ca.” The bureau also aided the
publication of articles support-
ing the war in vietnam.

As one of its recommenda-
tions, the committee urged that'
.ntelligence agencies be prohi-
bited from disseminating infor-
mation to the news media for
political or other improper pur-
peses, inluding discrediting op-

hrerents,” 'ponents or crifics.




