NEA ADDRESS: RT. 7, FREDERICK, MD. 21701  473-8186
' 10/14/67
Dear 7.,

Your ¢hree of 10/12 arrived (our mail 1f aow after 12, so I'll thete the
replies to town and mall them this evening.)!

Your letters to John snd Reshell okay. Now let us get to the Dolan thing,
First, I twice sont him copies of P¥, each iwht a letter so saylng. He cwuld, by now,
afford to meke s few comments on the post of fice, on his om, Hal Xnows when because

I t0ld nim sni I ean dig out and cony carbons. First package wss multiple, with one for
Jim Eason, then at KNEV, - S . , :

Aside: the ns is not omnpléte ‘by the porlogue and Garrison*'s forewerd. .Prolb'gue'
“where I hide P.0., witL photocopies of recipsta, story of undelivérsed, insured ms.

There were some things I felt I could nott tell Dolan sbout the SEP, but
1f you think he wont be bored, gc shesd. First ofxall, let me tell you what I did
tell him (not on the air » for this was the night before~remember thet three-hour lag).

1 had gone to New Orleens not to leern what Garrison had but to do two
things® help in any way I could and testify before ths grand jurye. Even those very
brief investigetions I conducted were for Garrison, for my book wes written and, so
fer as I then Knew, scheduled for crash publication. Dolan expected that I meke m
effort to dig Uer ison's cese out of him, This I didn't end hoven't. That belongs in
court, not in the mind of some high-priced writer too lazy to do his owm digcing.

From my owrk inthis field, 1 knew Phelsn wazs the SEP expert on crime in
New VYrisens, havin: done a major piece (The Vice Men Cometh). In writing his subsequent
Garrison piece he did mention Ferrie without iention of his connection with Marceallo-
Mefia. To me, this was 2 sign of the bias in the approach to the article. You tell me one
reason etnsistent withhonor for omitting 1t! It is only one of the things he left out,
things I imew he had to know sbout. Next, on ths central issue, of the omission said
to exist in Moomoo's report on his first Russo interview: there were things I could not
say that I knew end thers were things I did ssy. Under the pressure of such work snd
~events, it is more them possible to leave thke centrsl thing out. As you go through the
mr you'll find the proof thet the Cuben Revolutionary Council was orgsnizsed by the CIA.
I worked with such pseed-without outline or note-that I Just forgot it. Now 1 actmally
noted that within s week or two after the appesrance of Schlessinger's bonl, The notes,
including it, for TIGER, Weve all tyved un baofore I began WWII. But I did leave it out,
I therefore know that, if there was such an omission, it could be for such reesons. There
remained the guestion of fact: 4id Perry Russo tell Sciambra or did he not? On this I
heve, but you cennot use it, the best source: Russo. He says he did, at the first meeting.
Phelan and his vhotographer, Herron, checked teck before they wrote thepeice and he told
them he hed. They just left it oub., After Hmrxw Phelen's pie ce wae out, Herrem and Pusso
hed 8 lonz vhone conversation about it, snd Russo maintsinred there never was sny questh
lon, that he hed told Moomoo { or is it MuuMmm.) right of7 the bat, end wher he checked,
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I heve slso hed personal experiences with the SEP thet were both disappointin:
snd educational., ‘hose slso £ hed in mind in evaluating the dependabdility of Phelen's
piece. *n early Mgy 1965 and editor of the Post told me they were interestedt in seriel-

izing Whitewssh. They got me an agent to deal with, *en weeks later he resigned, saying



‘ .
no US publisher wouid then touch the subject, and reporting thet the Post hai decline-d
because the book did not lend itsel: to such trestment. This is nonsense. It was built
that wey, ast I knew, having done the building myself.

Then, towsrd the end of 196%, I uw saw *iks ®oohey, @ssociate editor snd
the expert on this subject. HEe was plessant, told me they had = rile of dough tied up
in Richard (Founding Fsther) Whalen, & topflight #nvestigative reporter. Whalen, Hike
said, would really 4id it 211 out., He was then id Dells s and momenterily would have X o
the truth by the scruff. After months, porr, well-peid, competent Whalen was back in XEs:
Vieshington, facing s desdline and with nothing. Mooney ta1d me that he didn't went me
to go to "halen withx whet * hed, thet he was paying "halen not for feedback but for
what he wanted hir slome to €ig out. e also told me that he told Whaler nobody knew
the Bibject like me (he had found elght others using gy moterials, even psregraph
structures, hs s=id), snd if he had troudle to lo-k me up. Mo-ney slso had & ms of

"II. The Post wanted to be out before Look's Manchester serislization.

Finslly, Whalen, then back in DC, phoned mre He end his wife came up, we
spent until 9 C'clock that night with me helping him (for it turns out that deaplte
bis well-earned great reputation, hs also ddesn't understend English whea it is plain
and simple). I persuaded himself to limit himself to a single sspect, like the autopsy,
with what. litﬁle he felt he had %o hsve, end thet I could probebly supnly what he didn't
. have., e didn % even understand whet he did have! I both gsve him materials end straight- .
ened him out, in two stepsi firc-t, et my place, then in his office at the Institute o
of Startegic Studies. I wsited sbout a week to see if I had taught him enouzh and
then visited him. He was still bewildered. I tbhn ssid, okey, make & desl with the
rfost for them to give me full credit, and then sey vhst you want. In my presance he
then and there phonead ﬁokney, told him he wa: stunped, that I could halp him and would
! give him wkat he wented in return Tor nothing but credit. They then tuliked about how
‘ : wonderful my attitude, how conscientious my work, how thorough (especially as com=
pared with Lans snd Epstein), and the deal was mede. I was led to believe thst they
would say thst whether or not one egreed with me, anyone knowing the field could not
but be impressed with the thoooughness snd honsst of my work, thet &£ whet had been
printed, I had firet printed everything of significance, etece I then offered to taks
them both to the Archives and show them things in the Zsp movies they hedn't seen. Theay
made s dete. I s2id 1'd be thers, with my own editor snd projector so they could see it
in 8 mm, I wes there are the appointed time, and lo. had had upped the time and wers
elmost finiched, hsving brought their own projector(lémm!) from Yex York snd seen and
understood none of those things I wsnted to show them. They never did ses the 8mm
versiox, but they were satisfied and 1 psssed off this ap-erent effort to bypsss me
8s whet 1t might hsve been, an sccidsnt. L :

Three of four days before the Fost issue went to press I stopped off at
Dick's on the wey home., Everybody downstaris w as shshshshshs! Deddy's ir the bhrose.
Ihe great man invited me up for e few moments, “e wac rearing the end. And how proud.

e hed actually written three or four thousand werds irn e day (Hell, 1 often éo more
than that befors breekfast!). Either btefore I lef ¢+ then or the next time I saw him
which was right before the issue came out, he seid perhaps + might not like some of it
end he sure hove(he seid it like he slso prayed)I'd not do with him es I di1d with
Lgbel (see "WII). Then the masterpiece came out. Now he hsd all sorts ofa veople opening
all sorts of doors for him. He knew snd t0l4 me things that hed not been printed -and
weren't. Lilte when who geve the pictures end X-rays to Bobby, who showed Arlen Specter
the back plctmre he saw, when end where (Tom Kelley, et the May"re-enactment}. All sorts
of thinzs thet certzirly should have been used and weren't. Then, the credit to me, less
in spece thet to ~sne and “rstein, who hadn't helped him a bit end who he professed to
dislike end be contemptuous of, Just whet kind of sweet thing did the SEPost say of
the man who for not a single cent of income hsd opened up the contents of countless
hours of nriginal owrk, shown them all the doaiments they couldn't get on their own,
mede senese of what they didn t understand when they saw its They seid I was & dis-
gruntled chicken fermer who clsimed his chickens had been demaged by military heli-

copters! (The trth is that ths was the reason i had years earlier stopped raising



chickens, thet I hed filed and won a precedent decision even though 1 had e city
lawyer wao dian + interview 2 witness before trial ane the judge said he dian't
believe me. Thaf decision was effirmed when used in a Western F. cese that went to tle
Supreme curt. wes the basis of that case. The govt filed an eppeal in out case,
asked for and got sevarsl extemnsions, then decided aginst sppseking my case. Congreas
haz held saveral saries of hearings sud case up with no solution, "emember I told you
there were several other things I thought would mske movies I had laid aside %o work
on th# assessinstion: This is one of them. I call it EVERYTHING HAP ENED, a combinstion
Mr, Blendings Builds #1s Dream Hgyuse and The Egg end I. ) The net effect of the careful
prose was to say that I was agin the govt and this is why I waa attacking it on the
assassination.

Well, I didn_t do to “halen vhet I did to Nebsl, The net effct of his ~
insdequats and loss then honest story was positive, so I settled for that. I did thepe-~
aftar ask & single, simple favor of him. His sourca on the ZXennelys getting the plctures
and X-rays was a Freasury undersecrstary. He had admirals oa the ataff of hils insti-
tute opening doors for him and his own contacts snd the name ol ths rosbe. I &sked

that he do for mo what he should have done for himself: get the Customs (Treasuryl
arrest reuord on Loran Hall, in Florida, right after the assass;nation.‘&e refused.

A% this point, I don't care if you do tall “olan the wijole things. Ho'll
thea understand why, 1f my own nowledge that with thie kind of pressurs what hag
slready bean convayed %o 5he boss perscnslly could be lefts out of 8 detsiling memo,
was not enough to meke me question the Post's undevieting devotlon to the whole truth Lo
and unvarying integrity, my own experience wes, He may also recsll that I also told him
I thought the plece for thet to be aired was in court, thet too wuch that belongsad
in court was slready outside 1t, that I had conducted my own investigation (ena by
now he should know ite extent and megnituded and it convinced ms that Garrison wes
risht, He will ses what I bave the! was indepsndent of Garrison end his work (how
much con be said tbhe other way:). '

Mgy I sl=o polint out that after nhe rselly clobhsrad me, assailed my
iﬁteﬁrity, -wha't remsined of it and my confidence in my Judgement of his was such that

did not alter a single mord I scid of him (end could I have expressed s higher
opinio n inrsometiing th:t endures, 8 book:). He will elsc see that o book written
entirely efter this end after he fallad to’respond to 8 single ons of my letters ard
had not tried to meke good the damage he hsd done me, 1 nonetheless wrote similsrly
of him in PSCT &Oxldm. Further, sfter 211 of this, when 1 wss the msir speaker at the
annual convention o: the Chio AP edltors, 1 spoke of him similerly. If Joe does not
belicve that others cen make honest mistekes, I do. My opirion of him is unchenged,

I think he towers in hic rield, ic e greet ferce for good, is one of the few who have
pleksd up fhe fnllen torch of freedomxcf the press, snd our country is in his end
their debt, This is what I said in Vhio. Text on request.

So, without viclsting confidences I then felt I had to meintsin, 1 could
not say more tiorp I did. 1 feer his mind wes cleosed, thet he didn + raall listen to
whet I did ssy. 1 believe thet had he hed en oven mind, hed Phelefl and Aynesworth not
conred him{ fraully, I didc t think enyone couln) had he jus+t thought out whst * had

said, he'd have been etolefst partly setisfied.

Rumember, I'm the cat who dug up the fact thet Ferrie hed actuslly
threatened tae President’'s life (Aseessinetion: "4 Colloquisl Exoressioan"), so
4 ¥new, frow the F3l's kisherdling, thst sud s thing tad hapmennd, even if the F3I
was cereful to hide when eni where. I'1l give him +ha$ FBI report, if he wents it.
Fo r that metter, he need only ask for whatever of the documents he wants, as ycu kneow,
lf Icen get the electrictsy up tc snuff end find the time and have enough 3l paper,

1 intend to tring just atout ell of them with me. I think he should aluo, emong other

things, ponder "Checked Cut And ¥ound Clsan", chepter 9. If he wenis, I might be
able to do en additional show for him on what I hed thet I didn't uset



If Joe taped that csll-he didn't eir 1t - h- might go back snd listen to it. Ee will
Iind thet I did say, simply, that I head hed my own unhepry experiences with the SEPost
thet gave me encugh ground to question snythirg they‘grinted, perticulerly when that
vriter omitted the to-me vital link of Ferrie to the “efia and he Wes the Fost's

Mo fio-in-New-Orlesn expsrt. , - :

Ho:w ironic 1t-is thet it is perheyps o surplus cf whst he questicned,
integrity, thst leads to bhis feeling!

One little gilding, ss + believe 1 invited him to do: let kim call Lob
Scett, WAU-TV, YRKD, Boston {direet newsroom line 617-266-0146), Bob, who you will
remember as my reperter frisnd who spent 8 lerg time with Alvin “esuboeuf i: th=
#itrsss room in New Orleans durine the Andrsws triel, will t211 kinm thet Beaubcsuf
told Scott, freely and knowing he is a reporter, that no effort ws: made to carrupt
snd intimidete him. A11 he wss asked to do was tell tha whole truth,

Subject to your epproval, I will do more, I've nawr tnld the stery of how
NBC trisd to plant bad information in the Garrison investigetion from naive, cvery-
body-trusting me, I can tell that, bring the tape + made with parmission, oven the
hamdwritten note of instructions from Richard BRowley, I'd rather stick, 1if he airs
me, tc the book, but 1f he wants to tspe othar things, I'11 stay.ag lon;y as he-wonts.
You see, tals also had happened before Dolan phoned me, It hap-ened beginning April
28 8nd con¥inucd until the night of May 1. Townley even drove me to ¥im's home the:
aight of April 30, @0 I could-and did-deliver what he had given me, If Garrison isn't .
peranoid about the press, he is othervise insene.

That dossiers bit excites! I cen gues your source, given two ruessss.

Afterthought: if he wants, give hin this letter, Then let him 2s me what
hehwill. I will give him my sourfe thet I would not above, but only in person, I did,
When I was in New Orleans, satisfy myself about Phelan. I knew what I wes telling
Lolsn to be true. 8e will heva to promise to meintsin my confidence, thet ig 211,

1f ne wnts to meke end keep & copy of the unedited ms, okay. I do not
‘mow vhat Parallax did to it,

Un the clswaified ads, 0x8Y. 1 have just gotten & leti.er from a 72-year-
old Sen “ntonis fan. Raymsr is my Texas "distributor’'. He tell ms he has had his
bookstore order PHOTOGRAFHIC “HITEWASH, gn2 that in Saetember they t0ld him that after
8 month the order had not been filled. I d never heve thought this of Haymar. ¥You
told ue Elder had e supply. Either he dodsn't or Raymar got more copies than they
were supposed dd. They returned 996 out of 31,000 crdered! Pieckwiok in LS, asids from
Elder, would have taken more than thet. See now why I keot asking my friends to check
the bookstors and to have them orders
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Jolan can still do something sbout it, if he wanis. He set Sen Yrensisce
efire on HITEVASH im the end of June 1966. He can do 1t sgain, by phone, efter he
reads PW, + heve more since 1 wrote that. LIFE is going to do a story (spoke to
Dick ®i1lings yesterday) on the unseen rictures. “#gein, I do not expect credit—
why should + now when I've never gotten it before* but it comes from my work,
publizhed end unpublished. Sprague is following along behind me (brilliertly) and he
also is keeping LIFE posted., Uolan can sccon the whole thing.Hel mey have mede o copy
of the Eughes pocture, FBI exibit 29, “e just returned it. I'1l send my only ccoy to
voe if he wents it snd wili retwm ive I'll senc him the copies of the sctunl reports,
too, if he wonts them. Because noone has done anything with PV, he can heve an
additional scoop, for it is all new, still. %e cen say they can get the booke from
me or they cen ord:r them from thsir bookstores. Or, we cean teke & televhone number
(Hsl can probebly get some one to man it), I wish he would. Whet 1 tuildup it would
be ler my getting out there. It would also help me pay for thes book. I stil} owe for
81l of it, He could slso undo some of the damsge he hes done me, whether or not



his inten<ions were imnocent end pure. éb burt me 2rd my books no end, end + have
toretring debts, '

Let me tell you tho rssi about Billings: In laete May or early June + gave
him coples of scme of my sutapsy dccumentation. It excited him, 4 hsve turnsd
over @ lot of other stuff to him. I have offered to let him 596 the documents
behind the book. I told him, briefly, wbat they ares. Has is coming down here to go
over theme The result could be enough to eliminate the risk of printing the book now.
1 Xmor tha odds ere against 1t. But, 1 %rust everyone. One of the problems reslly is
that these poople are sll high-psid, full of respect for %hzir omwn abilities (witness
their position: end incomes) sad hava faized to find in the ssme place wnat I did.
Professionally, *they sabt too well toenjoy crow. ’

This i: longer snd hss tsken lonzer than I had %ire for. You will have to
puzzle out the typoss I have & numb-r of other letters %o write snd get to tom to
meil so you erd others,m including my British sgent, cen get them promotly, Ynlive
*halen anc his 3,000 woré cutput, * heven'ts oven shaved vet todwy enc begen before
the sun wes up. Tonicht I'm teking my wife CUT. We're bresking the fzst I didn't
keep with new friends, neighbors., If enything isn't clesr, bounce it becl,

' Un ycur spprozch to your friend Leg, when you spesk tc him, tell him
this includes whet will fellow, end that, in turn, includes meny insides, irzluding
the autopsy, with sensatiocnal things no one has yet zuess there, inecluding Bebbya
Farnedy meterisl thet is no serious reflection on him but is on others. Agein, I'11
give you lene Boe, if he has off-the-air time) Astsils in rerscn. #e'd best havas long
nights if you msks good arrengements for the days!

Syncer 1y,



