
"The evidence presented in this book 
is more than enough to compel 
an official in-depth reinvestigation 
into the assassination of Senator 
Robert Kennedy:_VINCENT BUGLIOSI, 

author of Helfer Skelter and Till Death Us Do Part 

"A major work of reportorial investigation (that] will rekindle the controversies involving the wave at political shootings in recent 
years:' 	 —The Washington Monthly 

-Thoroughly researched and meticulously documented. The central theme is the consorracy and cover-up surrounding the assas-
sination of Senator RoPert Kennedy. with evidential tributaries leading 
in the direction of the murders of President John F Kennedy and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as well as the attempt on the life of Governor George C. Wallace. The implications are staggering:' 

-OR WEIEFIT J. J (DUNG, Former President of the American Academy 
of Forensic Sciences, in the Foreword 

$12.95, now at your bookstore RANDOM HOUSE 
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E ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. KENNEDY by Jonn 
Christian and William turner (Random House, HT pages, 
112.351 

PLOWING THROUGH Arthur M. Schlesinger's "Rob-
ert Kennedy and Ills Times" — lb thousand pages of 
pure praise for Robby — will leave anyone under the 
age of 21 wandering what all the fuss was about. 

Bobby Kennedy 

Still the controversy rages 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1978 

By Carol FePutnam! 
American Llbrsry Assn. 

Richard Weise called him 
that little SOB." Jimmy 

Hotta called ,him a 
"monster." Lyndon Johnson 
called him "that grand-
standing little runt." 

Yet in his new biography 
of Robert Kennedy. two-
time Pulitzer Prize winning 
historian Arthur M. Schles-
inger Jr. calls him the "tri-
bune of the underclass" and 
"the most creative man in 
American public life." 

Can they be talking about 
the some man — Bobby 
Kennedy' Just about the 
only point on which Kenne-
dy's foes and fans agree is 
that Bobby incited strong 
emotions. From 1952, when 
ne went to work for Joe 
McCarthy, the red-routing 
senator from Wisconsin. to 
1964. when he was assassi-
nated lust moments after 
proclaiming victory In the 
crucial California presiden-
tial primary. Robert Ken-
nedy remained a controver-
sial figure. 

Plowing through Schlesin-
ger's "Robert Kennedy and 
Ills Times" — a thousand 
pages of pure praise for 
Robby — will leave anyone 
under the age of 21 wonder-
hut what all the fuss woo 
about. It will also leave him 
wondering why Kennedy 
wasn't a candidate for can-
onization. instead of a condi-
date for the presidency. 

Schlesinger — a close 
friend of the Kennedy fami-
ly, JFK's intellectual-In-res-
idence and RFK's trusted 
advisor — has written a 
long, embarrassing love let-
ter to Bobby. His statement 
of bias at the outset — " I 
was a great admirer and 
devoted friend of Robert 
Kennedy's 	But to adapt a 
phrase A.J.P. Taylor used In 
his life of Lord Beaverbrook, 
if it is necessary for a hing-
rapher of Robert Kennedy to 
regard him an evil then I am 
not qualified to be his 
biographer." — misses the 
point. 

The fact that Schlesinger 
Is unable to find a trace of 
evil in has subject pales 
alongside the tact that he 
goes to such ludicrous 
lengths to find evil — or at 
least venality — in everyone 
who opposed Bobby. By por-
traying Lhts most complex of 
the Kennedy clan as a hero 
crossing swords with the 
forces of darkness, Schlesin-
ger ignores the very quali-
ties that made Bobby such a 
fascinating figure. 

For Instance, several of 
Schlesinger's colleagues 
have argued convincingly 
that the Kennedys stole the 
1960 election from Richard 
Nixon. Bobby managed that 
campaign for the winner. his  

brother. How did Bobby 
manage it' Not a clue from 
Schlesinger. Instead of mak-
ing sense out of Bobby's less 
attractive qualities, Schles-
inger makes excuses. 

Bobby had tie reputation 
far being a bully — a vicious, 
ruthless, relentless man. 
Schlesinger'' Bobby is a ro-
mantic whose tough exterior 
hides a heart of gold: a man 
whose pugnacious personal-
ity can be explained — be-
lieve it or net — by his height 
and birthdate. r 'Lobby was 
the smallest of the Kennedy 
brothers and the youngest, 
save one. 

Historian Schlesinger reg-
ularly erases the historical 
record whenever that record 
reflects badly on Bobby, 
Kennedy the cold warrior, 
Kennedy the Crimmutilet 
hunter, Kennedy the wire 
tapper is nowhere to be 
found. Schlesinger doesn't 
cite, let alone examine, even 
one of Bobby's Cold War 
speeches, There's no men-
tion of the fact that in 1961 
Kennedy urged his brother 
to declare a national emer-
gency and 'unleash his 
'' emergency powers" to 
more efficiently fight Com-
munists. 

There's no mention of the 
Kennedy, who, as his 
brother's attorney general, 
would countenance bugging, 
wiretapping and spying on 
Martin Luther King: die 
Kennelly who helped put 
segregationist southern 
Judges on the federal bench: 
the Kennedy who, in his 
singleminded fight against 
organized crime, acted ns if 
the activities of a few Mafia 
mobsters were the number 
one domestic menance fac-
ing the United States. 

Also missing from Schles-
inger's biography is an ex-
amino/inn of his subject's 
assassination — except, of 
course, when Schlesinger 
uses It to show what a brave 
snul Bohby was — serving 
the public even though he 
knew his fate would be the 
mine as his brother's. 

Not surprisingly — consid-
ering that the Kennedys 
have spawned nearly as 
many books as Watergate -
there's now a whole book 
available on the sullied of 
"The Assassination of Rob-
ert F. Kennedy." 

Sirhan Sirhan. a young 
Palestinian., shot Kennedy in 
full view of many 
eyewitnesses and a brigade  

of TY cameras. Secnnils la is 
er, Sirhan was arrested, still 
clutching the smoking gun. 
He was later charged with 
murder, tried and convicted. 

Now journalist Jonn Chris-
tian and ex-FBI agent Wil-
liam Turner claim that 
Sirhan was merely a "Man-
churian Candidate" hypno-
tized by a group of right-
wing Catholics — who in 
turn were fronting for a 
group of oil millionaires. 
Supposedly, they pro-
grammed Sirhan to ap-
proach Kennedy in the 
kitchen of the Ambassador 
Hotel M Los Angeles, fire 
blanks, while another con-
spirator fired the real thing 
and then somehow melted 
into the crowd in full view of 
crowd and cameras. 

Among the evidence the 
authors cite is a conversa-
tion between a 111F111 and two 
call girls. The man, they 
say, is the person who aided 
the Boston police by hypno-
tizing the Boston Strangler 
and getting him to trace his 
crimes. The hypnotist told 
the prostitutes that he had 
also hypnotized Sirhan. The 
authors claim that the 
prison psychiatrist was im-
mediately removed from the 
ease when he became con-
vinced that Sirhan find been 
acting under a hypnotic 
trance. 	' 

After, carefully studying 
ballistics reports, Christian 
and Turner ask why, if 
Sirhan fired his gun at an 
oncoming Kennedy from a 
distance of twn to three feet, 
do all his wounds indicate 
that the shots came from the 
rear and from point-blank 
and near-point blank range. 

They conclude by hinting 
that there may have been a 
conspiracy between the Los 
Angeles Police Department 
unit that Investigated the 
assassination and the CIA. 

Anyone who can manage 
to make it through this alter-
nately dry and mein-
dramatic book, will most 
likely end up believing that 
the authors are onto some-
thing. if an investigation is 
launched, watch out for a 
book — or two or three -
when the results are In. Or 
probably even before 
they're in. 
renews pen FT:WIT:11MM AIM 1 

1-10-74 r TAM: Nil, II  

ABOUT BOOBS  

INEAI Newspaper Enterprise Assoelailon/ New York 

O•flroPvc non 41 Aeleva w,n pus pr0.0x•cl .COP,  cr Dem" son ro NtwICOPIM Eoofo,oi. Assn — sons 	5A 



riet'7%7!., 	 =T--,(5.F'S 	 

" 

e&chin g 0- - 

the. RF] 

sass' n at to n 

Sunday, October 1, 1978 

San Francisco Examiner & 
Chronicle  World Section 

TIIF lerntaltellel political 
I .e•ar of En& I ran in the 
Dic-orrairc prtmary for Con-

! (,OMO In the Sixth district is 
Sao Franctsco, and celled for  
re qredidt du Investigation of 

10M1/14110:1 Of President 
Krecriody at the eeogrimaional 
Fecal. the nod national canelJ-
d -ate ro do to . 

rho foal line of my 
te-fraMn brochure I Mended, 

to do co riot only la 
lereefil eel 'meal Caerl up the 
ide of a fund. president o1. 
Jean Kennedy '11 ImllncIL 

Ost rdection night that June 
Smarm Robert F. Kennedy 
was mortally shot in Los Ante 
lai minutes after claiming sic 
tory in iha Caliblenia primary. 
1 els scanned, nal only by the 
nicntmareh tact of another 

Who Killed Bobby Kennedy? 

Vet II serind an opendnd 
shut cam. A yoina Palestinian 
Mimi/rant named Striae 
harm Saban tripped the tena-
ble Ina pantry atter Ambassw 
dor Hotel and bleated away 
before,  worm el Muteness 

A rote weeks titer worse 
Pent San Fraltiabil attorney 
Geneve T Dosch who had been 

chairman of my campaign. 
anted adobe on am urgent 

problem. A cheat a preacher 
who billed bitrielf -The Walk. 
Inc Bible: had retwayrd death 
threats as the retell of • 
chance encounter lank Sirius 
In Loa Awns oo fiertem ere. 
The preacher had picled up 
two hrichhilorrs, and one, 
Warning that he barbel horsed 
on the side, steered to hay a 

assaniendion. bat by In liming 

By fr Wren.' Trr Tumor 

'Sirhan acted under 

1; the influence of 

others and the 

police covered up' 

psiernbars for delbery In the 
rear of the AO...wader Hotel 
on election night 

When Sifhan's resume was 
shown on taltdaton, the 
printer reeognined him a. 'he 
hitchhiker. IN was were that an 
attempt had Owen made in are 
him up au a dupe in a eiv3eay 
whom', and that the woad 
hitchhiker an an art omplice. 
II. Immediately remretast the 
brie/mu to the Leta .1narle1 
polka. and lb. dealt threw 
frinrtd 

ne pike die:Maned the 
preicherk Marc. nory in a 
publicity stunt. .1t Davis' ro 
quest. Jona Chintratt a former 
KC.0 newsman. who had been 
my campalen manaosr. and I 
a rob red the story. We tenon 
with the pride that It wan 
fiction, ha we sharply dm 
agreed that pubtscity all the 
modem The personas had erie 
FkluslY avoided ;Mbar,, and 
when the first perm mount 
Ill appear II re (cereal to hInt 
3.1r. X at his Inwrirnee. 

The 'Walking srme. rye 
node propelled we Inman, own 
imnatigatIon. elikh in fief 414 
*ourss has ipannol a decade, 
is, reboil en vie in.1 
rientifir eircels aril petard-
1Lrtee, Three wry.,.-n aere 
stud 	others iMrmctIiort 

idance ilhappesn d. Bus a 
picture gradually destIniud 
that, elute blurry In spun 
nine* that Sirhan acitit and 
the iliebefeter ere ether" — 
perhal. lereCellah its r  nate rote 
drtMnind — and the polint 
Coerced up 

It le time to find owl who' 
paid fed she twillen Owl killed 
Bonin Kennedy. 

. - ..f,-The Assassination of - - :: shot- iiiint=we.  moiled--hin irIttieL 
Robert F. Kennedy: A - ' the LA- Peliee-. 	DePtAiscount..;- , 
Rearslaing Look at the 	.7  ed allrscideevidence- ,-1.;71-.'..  
Conspiracy and Cover- 	. -xie  ioit.a. role  firit t3raa4.:.-;' 
UP 1968.1978 - 	- -bizarre They-tiled tor-geh wit.-  

,....,../ie Willinin.W. Turner oncIJonn.. 	nesses• to-alter stories;- reeords 
i.L,,G. Christian. Random House;3FT, :. were. destroyed. .According . to,._,_ 

pp.;  like:4412.9i.: . -4,..Le:z:4,,..,,f. ,;:ithe..-au_thors,, the LAPD -ma:25:g, 
. 	._"stone-walline. thecase......t.r.- 

-gar -.Hoover-  shut the -FBI,-  
By Jean Collins _ 	»,a gar and DA Eveneyounges_ _ 

e"The important  thing  to knoll:- . -made it abtmdantly clear be 
about assassinations is.not who- \you-kr:resist: any adein-ptYtti 
fired the gun, but whapaid for _ reopep4he•herestigation_r_.  .,.. 
the bullets."(From Epilogue) ' - — = • Sirhait's trial itself-Showed- ...- 	. 	• • 	- 	,.... 	- 	, 

' 	R
little except- the inadequacy  of  

gressional Investigations
EcEpaLY. there were co ti.",. ourl...adversary -court proce- i 

- into the assassinations of John- .dares The prosecution's:onty .  
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther :- interest was in conviction; the 
King.  Jr.. but-not into the  last.  . defense's sole aim was. acquit. 
of the murder. trilogy, that of  :. tall Neither side permitted evi- 

• dente: that. might detract from • 1 Robert. Kennedy.::. One reason 	.,_;.... ,,,...z ,., — 	: 	,...,-. 
for 'hie.  omission-may be that ' '''''''' -̀16.'"''''" :- 	----..14.C .. 
RFK's killer, unlike the others, 	Strangest of all, "Sirhan 
was convicted at A trial. Every-- -claims-no memory of the shoot- - ' 
one laiows Sirhan B. Sirhan - ,:ing. His notes, written before . 
was the murderer. Or was he? the murder land reproduced in 

- ...tlilarbeciltrare weird. Since.lie- 
After 10 years. of intensive wasn't on drugs, hypnosis was- 

research,: authors-Turner and - considered.. A few years ago. 
Christian aren't sure- They.  be- - vhypnoprogramming-  would.. 
lieve we don't. have all the . - have seemed ludicrout.-Now,- 
answers to the RFK assassins- with. so  many oddities, it's no 
tion, . nor have many good , longer. unlikely, especially 
questions been asked. 	. • .since we learn .Sirhan disap- 

• peered for three onoiithe in - 

	

For one: what` was Sirhan's - 1967. . 	; 	? 	- • „ , 
motive? Although born in riOr:. 	 - 	• 	-- 
dan, he'd never before shown 	it's now a decade since the 
political interest Then, Sirhan 
was standing in front of Kenne-
dy when thelatter was shot. 
Why were the fatal %blinds in 
back of thebead? There were 
also too- many- spent bullets 
(some of the ,wien,g size) for 
Sirhan's.gun.-_The nation saw 

- Sirhan shoot,' but did he kill 
Kennedy? 	 - • • hit' :admirers was SirhanAl.--  

&rhea-- who said, "1 thought he 
was hiliapparent to President 

, Several peripheral charac- _ Kennedy and I wish to hell he • 
teas; such, as lirerend7. Jerry could .liaveN made • It:-} loved 
Owen anenhe girl In the 

,..polka-dotdiess,1 weren't given ”. 	 - 
credence. Owen claimed he 	This ivell-doeurnented 
fnet Sirtian.as afhitchhiker the raises-'iiiany doubts about the -- 

--day before tit assassination. entire. case. It also prov-ides,•=_ 
"Yee-they ' 	seen together gopd ;questions; +yearning , foe4.t 

earlier.' The- 	in the 	answers4errlanother, 
dot dress was 	rd by several ;nation could be upon.uiit any 

"We„:.:.time: • Witnesses eta sot 

RFK assassination on the night 
he won the California primary, 
which put him closer to the 
Presidency than any- other 
Democrat. His murder may-
well have "changed the course 
of American history.'• Robert;  
Kenneciy,- Ilke his assassinated7' 
brother, was well-likect.Amohg 
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A conspiracy and cover p? 
THE .ksusSINATION Or ROBERT F. 

KENNEDY. Iry William W. Turner and 
June G. Ontsrlan. 397 RIM Illustrated. 
Random House. 

Resiew by 	
-
. - 

MAURICE DOLIDER 

Not on no. in magazine arucles. 
ran Clove reCioruge in newspapers. and 

book idler book loam maw an well as 
4w-dectrir moon twokshers. conspiracy 
CheiXtes about-43rd aaoul the aNSIISIM-1- 
hOOS of John and Rooert Kenneily and 

Martin Luther !eft. game wore poivierm 
Sy serous enStalelati011 of dellnencirs 
the purnic retold- nr thoughclut discas-
sant of seeming anomalies in such tecii-
eical tied: SS nbison Or 311a0Mv". some 
were clearly pailleally rnolisared: some 
were sheer fantail-Y. on a par with person-
al rwromscenco a Stung taken native 
Sdefty Sy lirde green ;nen from flying 
saucers. 

iS the an 	to Many topics tak- 
en 	hy the misie. overbiay held :ts oven 
fatality. %%it wall omitos. now diarms-
sikely referred Id LI -1...SiSita311011 OOII FS,-  
MEI coneenetiirom tine in urge. M. 

Raker Street Irregulars and 'Styr rrri 
UO. 110 media i.Vent on to other mar• 

ion. and in did the public. though star 
nagged by the Ihougini that "there must:: 
have been something more to 1L .0rnr1. 
ging it oil with the hum thought. -WelL 
guess Metes no way well e•.er really ,  . 
:snow." 

In the fate remoter of 1970. it has taken - 
publi.der's courage to bring riot a book an 
Rupert KtnInesieti assaspriation. with 3, 
94MILIC -A :earthing Lear at die eurisper• - 
acy .md ro.ieriuo: IR6d-l97a: ti is a neOlt. 
that maid lo reckoned with. and that 

_ should persuade oithoeilhee.tp reolaral tn 

inVelligatiOn of the case. Turner and 
ClInatian. the firer a farmer FBI 
agent- the second a radio newsman. lUk e  
made 3 most conmecins case for 3 sneer-
up. largere on the pert Gi l he Los .ngr100.  
?Once Department and though 5)111e or 
their cuisomaci: pecutatraes seem f 
out—Sirran Sirhan as a lord 04 Nlanchu 
Nan Gundidare hipmincally programm 
to pull rile trig ger —their invesugaut, 
have uno:wered eitoup old coaracrets. 
unexplained criorliets .0 tesarfvfly, 7, 
bitssotc1 reactions. and unlikeiy 
derma to titIke. it WOOSI seem. It It-
apart usersttgat.cus mandatory. 
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Conspiracies 
In RFK Death 
InVe0igafed 

"The ''Assassination of Robert F. 
Kennedy,". by William Turner and Jahn 
Christian. (Random . Howe. 385 pooet. 
$17.95). 	, 	,

r 
Ever since a third-rate burglary! 

(Watergate) ended up a national scan- I 
dal, there has been a re-sparking or in-
terest in the assassinations of John and 
Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther 
King, Jr. No longer -is the "lone 
assassin" theory accepted.' Too many 
questions have been raised and too many 
answers have been found insufficient. 

William Turner and Jonn Christian 
take a searching look at RFK's death 
and possible conspiracies and cover-ups. 
Through some strange circumstances, 
they come upon a self-ordained minister 
who relates a chance encounter with 
Sirhan B. Sirhan the day before the 
assassination to the authors and to the 
Los Angeles Police Department. 
Investigating the story of Oliver 
"Jerry" Owens, the authors' efforts 

-come to a climax in 1975 when a little 
noticed trial (Owens vs. KCOP( opens a 
new avenue into the murder of Robert 
Kennedynand-at mac at torneyaVinc en 
Bugliosi. ' 	 — • 

Discoveries and frustrations are in-
cluded; new evidence, destroyed 
evidence, vanishing reports and 
witnesses and evidence of 
"stonewalling" by the authorities in Los 
Angeles in 1968. Also, the plausible 
theory of hypnoprogrammIng, of Sirhan 
being made a "Manchurian candidate," 
is explored and expounded. _ 

That Sirhan was literally found with . 
the smoking gun is not contested. 
However, Turner and Christian offer 
compelling reasons for refuting the lone: 
assassin theory. The bullets which killed ; 
RFK did not come from Sirhan's gun;n 
but from a second gun which was taken 
into police possession. And since it had 
been established that Sirhan was facing 
Kennedy at a distance of 3 feet when he 
fired, how can the fact that the fatal , 
shots came from behind at a range of 1 
to 6 inches be accounted for?  

Admittedly, the reader is engulfed in. 
the viewpoint of the authors. Yet even=  
•the most hard-line cynic will find it dif 
ficult ) to discount their' investigations4 
and nagging questions. 

"The Assassination of Robert F. 
'Kennedy" is a chilling book which 
demands a re-examination of the case 4  
and calls for the uncovering of possible 
conspiracies. ' 

Norma Watch 

THE ASSASSLIATION OF ROBERT. 
.- F. KENNEDY. by William W 

Turner and J01113 G. Christian. 
Random House, $12.95. 

The authors, who have been wont-
ing on Kennedy research since 1968; 
have  tried unsuccessfully many times• 
to have the case against Sirhan Sirhatt 
reopened. They contend tnat the Las 
Angeles Police Department destroyed 
important evidence which supports-
their theory that more than one gun 

— was fired in the Anwassacior 
pantrf the night of the assassination. 
They have signed statements from 
witnesses. including a former FBI 
agent, indicating evidence of mow 
than eight shots fired, but that fact 
was never brought out at we trial. 

They also have pursued a theory 
that Sirhan was a "Manchurian Can-
didate" killer, hypnotized to do the 
job. Perhaps, they speculate other as-, - 
sassins around that time were simi-
larly programmed. 

One of their main investigations 
centers on a sometime preacher, 
Jerry Owen, who apparently knew. 
Sirhan. Through another lawsuit in-
volving Owen, they tried to get some 

• of their Kennedy information into • a. 
_ court record, but the judge was not 

amenable, even though they persuad-
ed Vince BllSltOxt, prosecutor of the 
Manson Family, to enter that case,' 

Turner and Christian find the heavy. 
hand of coincidence linking some fig-
ures in the Robert Kennedy matter, 
with James Earl Ray, Arthur Bremer 
and Jack Ruby. Was this slaying part. 
of a larger conspiracy which affected. 
other key political figures? Unless 
this book persuades authorities to reo-
pen the case, we may never know, :• . 

. —NA..NCY HA14ILTM 

• 
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William Turner 

0 
Missing pieces 
in the "how" 
THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. KEN-
NEDY, A Searching Look at the Conspiracy and 
Cover-up 1968-1978. By William W. Turner and John 

G. Christian. New York; Random House, 1978. 

512.95. 

Reviewed by Richard Ramlkov 

In their dramatic book Turner and Christian 
demonstrate with great clarity three central 

points: first, that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was almost 

certainly in an hypnotic trance when he shot at Robert 

F. Kennedy. and that the trance was induced by 

someone other than himself; second, that it is very 

likely that more than one gunman fired at Kennedy 

and that it was the second gunman who killed the 

Senator; third, that the true sponsors of the 

assassination were extremely powerful, that they 

probably included the CIA, and that sonic important 

political figures tnotably Evelle Younger) and the Los 

Angeles police systematically covered up the truth. 
In their almost ten-year search for the un-

derpinnings of conspiracy. Turner and Christian 

found the authorities less than helpful. The small 
group of LAPD officers originally assigned to "cover" 

the case were, in fact. "covering-up" the case. The 
officer who ran the "lie detector" was more interested 

in brow-beating or intimidating inconvenient wit-

nesses than in ascertaining truth — and there were 

many inconvenient witnesses. 
Turner and Christian explored a web of material 

which pointed inevitably to a single conclusion: the 

LA PD, whether through innocence (rarely) or design. 

managed to frustrate the investigation into Bobby 
Kennedy's murder. They destroyed evidence, 

threatened witnesses, wiped out some of their own 
files. They lied to news reporters and to the FBI. They 

had their lone assassin, Sirhan Sirhan, delivered to 
them, and from the public information office in the 

Glass House (LAPD headquarters), they spun a public 
fantasy of how a second Kennedy had been murdered. 

Much of the material in this book is not new, but 
that is no criticism. That which is not new is, in fact. 

quite relevant to the case. What is new, principally, is 
the story of Jerry Owen, cardboard minister and 

shadowy figure behind the gun or guns at the 
Ambassador Hotel. Owen knew Sirhan, Owen was 

with Sirhan frequently. Owen had connections which 

might have wanted Kennedy dead, and Owen came 
Into a huge amount of money just prior to the 

assassination. 

The connections uncovered by Turner and 

Christian are the missing pieces in the -how-  of it-

For many years investhotors have known that Sirhan 

was in a trance at the tame of the shooting. What they 
needed was the linkage. something more substantive 

than the shadowy figures seen with Sirnan but never 

properly identified. 
They found that hyonoprogrammer, a man named 

William J. Brian. Jr. who had been used by the 

prosecution to hypnotize Albert DiSalvo ("The Boston 

Strangler"). The name "Salvo 	DiSalvo 	, 

DiSalvo" turned up inexplicably in Sii-han's 

notebook. among the automatic writing, yet Sirhan 

did - not know who DiSalvo was. Bryan had bragged, 

toward the end of his life, that he'd hypnotized 

Sirhan, although he was never used in that capacity by 

the police or the defense afrer the murder. Bryan, by 

the way, worked for the CIA. 

The authors also. with the help of former Manson 

case prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi, found more than 
eight bullets connected with the Kennedy murder. 

More than eight shots fired translates to more than 

one gun. There is very good reason to believe, as a 

matter of fact, that Sirhan was firing what amounted 

to blanks, and wounded no one at all, while two other 

guns did the job. 
In an important sense, this is all old news. The 

details of assassination and cover-up are receding in 

importance as the more impressive truths of our time 

strike home. One of these truths is that official 

agencies owe allegiance to fear ahead of integrity, and 

so our "history" is written. 
According to the publishers, "Members of the 

House Assassination Sub-committee . . . may use [the 
book] as the basis for expanding their investigations 

... to include the murder of Robert F. Kennedy." Let 

us hope not. Let us hope that we have learned the 

greatest lesson of our time: that our future belongs to 
each of us, and that our past should not be 
manufactured by the Official Pronouncements of a 
Big Brother government. 

Piet& Sea, West al October 27-November I, 1978 

Mill Valley, CA. 
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SAN uttuu utiturt 
October 8, 1978 

,-The death of a Kennedy—.  

_. Prejudices:: Carispiracy? 'So _much trash' m 
Distort Probe By Elmer Gertz 

Robert F. Kennedy was snot, in 1968. at his mo-
ment of greatest triumph, in tne sight of many 
people, by Sirhan Sirhan. 

This young Palestinian was subsequently 
charged with the murder, tried in open court with 
every constitution:Lai protection, convicted and 
sentenced to death — a sentence ovemden when 
the California Supreme Court and later the mer-
est court of the land struck down capital punish- 
ment as it was then imoosed. 	- - - 	- 

How, then, can there by any doubt that Sirnan. 
and Sirahn alone, killed Kennedy! -To ask this 
question is to be ignorant of the resourceluinesa 
of those who have studied and written about-  the 
assassinations of both Kennedys and Dr. :Aaron 
Luther King Jr. Was it not St. Paul who said that 
faith is the evidence for things not seen?-••---k • 

These writers have ample faith in their almost 
invisilbe premises. Their readers should have an 
equal amount of skepticism. 

I do not mean to dismiss this book out of hand. 
It does truly raise some troubling questions and 
illuminates corners not heretofore believed to be 
dark, the corner even of the kitchen in the Am-
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, scene .of the fatal 
shooting of Kennedy. 	- • 	- •-• 	- 	' 	•'. 

One might be tempted to take the book more 
seriously if It were not so flamboyant, so melo-
dramtic. I would prefer a more straightforward 
presentation — the bare facts and logicakiinfes-
ences drawn from them. 

The authors claim that while Sirhan was the 
visible assassin, there were more and different 
bullets fired at Kennedy from those in Sirhan'a 
gun. They present what seems like formidable 
evidence and suggest, obliquely, the identity of 
those who might have done the unseen shooting, 
including a mysterious damsel. 	 -• 

They suggest that Sirhan may have been a 
"Manchurian candidate," set up as the killer 
through powerful suggestion in the nature. of 
hypnosis. 

They claim a gigantic conspiracy on the part of 
law enforcement officials. 

Lest one dismiss the book as so much trash In 
garish style, It Is only fair to point out that a good 
deal of care went filial Its production. ' 

In the last analysis, the book may be a reflection 
of American's preoccupation.with mysteries and 
dirty work at the crossroads. 	• 

Too often in the past we have been disillusionec 
by official explanations that turn out to be false 
Now we tend to discount everything that is tok 

.us. We want to penetrate to the core of things, es 
ii,that core is rotten. Our gullibility is 
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THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. KENNE-

DY by William Turner and John Christian, Ran-
dom House, $10. Non-fiction. The reviewer is a 
Chicago lawyer whose "Henry Miller: Years of 

- Trial and Triumph, 1962-1964," has just been 
published. 

• By OTTO scorr 
—THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. 
KENNEDY: A Searching Look at the 
Conspiracy and Cover-up 1968-1978 by Wil-
liam W. Turner and Jonn G. Christian; . 
Introduction by Dr. Robert J. Joling; 
Itaadocn House; photos; appendix; index; 
397 pages; $12.55. 

President John F. Kennedy was the 
first; next was the killing of Oswald by 
Jack Ruby. Then followed the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, the assas-
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the 
crippling of Gov. George C. Wallace. 

In each of these dread events the respon-
sible individuals- were immediately cap-
tured and all but Oswald convicted and 

Yet the nation was left with an 
ennuring sense of frustration mainly be-
cause — despite reams of publicity -
there has been a conspicuous, dismaying 
lack of intelligent analysis and description' 
of not only the preparations of the assas-
sins, but of their motives. Only Edward 
Jay Epstein has provided a rounded de-
scription of Oswald, though the implica-
tions he opens regarding press coverage 
and competence and the state of the CIA is 
fairly scary. For the rest, confusion clouds 
the figure of petty criminal James Earl 
Ray, convicted assassin of Dr. King; a pit 
of darkness has swallowed dull-witted 
Bremer, crippler of George Wallace, and 
Sirhan Sirhan sits neglected in prison 
c hile the admirers of Robert F. Kennedy 
continue to deplore the senator's untimely 
death. 

This turning from what would seem the 
natural starting place for any investiga-
tion marks the methods of Turner and 
Christian, though both are experienced. 
Turner is an es-FBI agent; Christian an 
ex-broadcast "newsman." . They are not 

drawn toward Sirhan, whom they consiaer 
innocent, so much as to other, seemingly_ 
peripheral characters — though Sirhan 
was captured with a smoking gun amid a 
crowd of witnesses. 

The central Turner-Christian suspect Is 
an itinerant evangelist named Oliver B. 
"Jerry" Owen, who thought he picked up a 
hitchhiking Sirhan and almost sold him a 
horse the day of the assassination. In 
pursuit of this tale, which the police dis-
missed, Turner-Christian rush down many _, 
streets and cul-de-sacs, shouting angrily. I 
In their course they reveal some heavy J 
prejudices against the FBI and the CIA,. 
the Los Angeles police and former Chief 
Ed Davis, former L.A. Mayor Sam Yorty, 
various district attorneys, judges, at least 
two former state attorneys general and 
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some appointed officials and elected perso-
nages. 

Their major argument is that Sirhan 
was "hypnoprogramed" by evil forces to 
serve as a decoy while the real assassins 
went to work. The authors believe this 
same program covers and links the shoot-
ings of President Kennedy, Dr. King and 
Gov. Wallace. They also believe that these 
events are the work of a right-wing cabal 
out to kill all liberals, and explain the 
Wallace shooting was necessary because 
Wallace was siphoning votes from Nixon. 

Various names are dragged out to sup-
port this theory; Jim Garrison, the ex-New 
Orleans D.A. who sought political fame 
through his own Kennedy Investigation, 
lawyer Vincent Bugliosi, various naive 
individuals from show-biz and broadcast- 

ing and some Washington wire-pullers who 
should (and probably do) know better. 

The theory conspicuously omits all but 
domestic targets. It casts dark insinua-
tions in many directions, and even seeks to 
Include evangelical Christianity in its hier-
archy of evil. This Pogo approach ("We 
have met the enemy and he is us") was 
funny in the hands of a cartoonist, but is 
now tiresome and intellectually insulting. 
Our government is not a criminal conspir-
acy, but I now believe many of our nation-
al troubles stern from persons willing to 
hurl hysterical accusations. To me, this. 
book is a graphic and sad illustration of 
the old adage that "When reason sleeps, 
dreams of lunacy arise." 	, 	 - 

Scott is an author and free-lonce.  
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