“The evidence presented in this book
is more than enough to compel
an official, in-depth reinvestigation
into the assassination of Senator
Robert Kﬂﬂﬂﬂdy.”—vmcsu'r BUGLIOSI,

author of Helter Skeiter and Tiil Death Us Do Part

“A major work of reportorial investigation [that] will rekindle the

controversies involving the wave of political shootings in recent
years.' —The Washington Monthly

“Thoroughly researched and meticulously documented. The

central theme is the conspiracy and cover-up surrounding the assas-
sination of Senator Robert Kennedy, with evidential tributaries leading
in the direction of the murders of President John F Kennedy and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr, as well as the attempt on the life of Governor

George C. Wallace. The implications are staggering.’
—OR. ROBERT J. JOLING, Former President of the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences, in the Foreword

$12.95, now at your bockstore RANDOM HOUSE &
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Still the controversy rages

By Carol Felsenthal ..
American Library Assn.
Richard Nixon called him
“that little SOB." Jimmy
Hoifa called him a

“monster.” Lyndon Johngon -

called him “‘that
standing little runt.""

Yet in his new biography
of HRobert Kennedy, two-
time Pulitzer Prize winning
historian Arthur M. Schles-
inger Jr. calls him the ‘'tri-
bune of the underclass' and
“the most creative man in
American public life."

Can they be talking about
the same man — Bobby
Kennedy? Just about the
only point on which Kenne-
dy's foes and [ans agree is
that Bobby inciled strong
emolions, From 1952, when
he wenl lo work for Joe
McCarthy, the red-routing
senator from Wisconsin, lo
1968, when he was assassi-
nated just moments alter
proclaiming victory in the
crucial California presiden-
tial primary, Robert Ken-
nedy remained a controver-
sial figure.

Plowing through Schiesin-

er's “"Robert Kennedy and

is Times" — a thousand
pages of pure praise for
Bobby — will leave anyone
under the age of 21 wonder-
imgg what all the fuss was
about. It will also leave him
wondering why Kennedy
wasn'l a candidate for can-
onization, instead of a candi-
date for the presidency.

Schlesinger — a close
friend of the Kennedy fami-
ly, JFK's intellectual-in-res-
idence and RFK's trusted
advisor — has wrilten a
long, embarrassing love let-
ter to Bobby. His statement
of bias at the outset — " I
was a greal admirer and
devoled friend of Robert
Kennedy's .... But to adapt a
phrase A.J.P. Taylor used In
his life of Lord Beaverbrook,
if it Is pecessary for a biog-
rapher of Robert Kennedy to
regard him as evil then [ am
not qualified to be his
blographer.” — misses the
point,

The fact that Schlesinger
is uhable to find a trace of
evil in his subject pales
alongside the fact that he
goes to such ludicrous
lengths to find evil — or at
least venality — in everyone
who opposed Bobby. By por-
traying this most complex of
the Kennedy clan as a hero
crossing swords with the

farces of darkness, -

ROBEAT KENNEDY AMD HIS TIMES by Arihur M. Schlesin-

jar Jr. (Houghton Milllin, 1066 pages, $19.95)
‘}HE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F, KENNEDY by Jonn
Christian and William Turner (Random House, 397 pages,

§12.35)

PLOWING THROUGH Arthur M. Schiesinger's “Rob-
ert Kennedy and 1lis Times" — a thousand pages of
pura“rnlu for Bobby — will leave anyone under the

age

21 wondering what all the luss was about.

brother. How did Bobby
manage it? Not a clue from
Schiesinger. Instead of mak-
Ing sense out of Bobby's less
attractive gualities, Schies-
inger makes excuses.

obby had the reputation
for being a bully — a vicious,
ruthless, relentless man.
Schlesinger's Bobby is a ro-
mantic whose tough exterior
hides a heart of gold; a man
whose pugnacious personal-
ity can be explained — be-
lleve it or not — by his height
and birthdate. (Bobby was
the smallest of the Kennedy
brothers and the youngest,
save one,)

Historian Schlesinger reg-
ularly erases the historical
record whenever that record
reflects badly on Bobby.
Kennedy the cold warrior,

Kennedy the Communist

hunter, Kenncdy the wire
tapper is nowhere to be
found. Schlesinger doesn't

ger ignores the very quali-
Lies that made Bobby such a
fascinating figure.

For instance, several of
Schlesinger's colleagues
have argued convincingly
that the Kennedys stole the
1960 election from Richard
Nixon. Bobby managed thal
campaign for the winner, his

cite, let alone examine, even
one of Bobby's Cold War
specches. There's no men-
tion of the fact that in 1961
Kennedy urged his brother
to declare 3 national emer-
gency and unleash his
“emergency powers' (o
more efficiently fight Com-
munists,

h— -
llElI Newspaper Emterprise Association/ New Yark

There's no mention of the
Kennedy, who, as his
brother's attorney general,
would countenance bugging,
wiretapping and spying on
Martin Luther King: the
Kennedy whe helped put
segregationist southern
{u ges on the federal bench;
he Kennedy who, in his
singleminded fight against
organized crime, acted as if
the activities of a few Mafia
mobsters were the number
one domestic menance fac-
ing the United Slates.

Also missing from Schles-
inger's hiography is an ex-
amination of his subject’s
assassination — except, of
course, when Schlesinger
uses it to show what a brave
snul Bobby was — serving
the public even though he
knew his fate would be the
same as his brother's.

Not surprisingly — consid-
ering that the Kennedys
have spawned nearly as
many books as Watergate —
there's now a whole book
available on the subject of
““The Assassination of Rob-
erl F. Kennedy."

Sirhan Sirhan, a young
Palestinian, shot Kennedy in
full view of man
eyewitnesses and a brigade

Ay whald of i part

wexcopi by of o
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of TV cameras, Seconds lat-
er, Sirhan was arrested, still
clutching the smoking gun,
He was later charged with
murder, tried and convicted.

Now journalist Jonn Chris-
tian and ex-FBI agent Wil-
liam Turner claim that
Sirhan was merely a “'Man-
churian Candidate' hypno-
tized Iéy.n group of right-
wing tholics — who in
turn were fronti for a
Eraup of oil millionaires.
upposedly, they pro-
grammed Sirhan to ap-
Erna:h Kennedy in the
itchen of the Ambassador
Hotel in Los Angeles, fire
blanks, while another con-
spirator. fired the real thing
and then somchow melted
into the crowd in full view of
crowd and cameras.

Among the evidence Lhe
authors cite is a conversa-
tion between a man and two
call girls. The man, they
say, is the person who aided
the Boston police by hypno-
tizing the Boston Strangler
and getting him to trace his
crimes. The hypnotist told
the prostitutes that he had
also hypnotized Sirhan. The
authors claim that the
prison psychiatrist was im-
mediately remnved from the
case when he became con-
vineed that Sirhan had been
acting under a hypnotic
trance. -

After carefully studying
ballistics reports, Christian
and Turner ask why, if
Sirhan fired his at an
oncoming Kennedy from a
distance of two to three feet,
do all his wounds indicale
that the shots came from the
rear and from point-blank
and near-point blank range.

They conclude by hinting
that tbere may have been a
conspiracy between the Los
Angeles Police Department
unit that Investigated the
assassination and the CIA.

Anyone who can manage
in make it through this alter-
nalely dry and melo-
dramatic book, will most
likely end up believing that
the authors are onlo some-
thing. If an investigation is
launched, watch out for a
book — or twe or three —
when the results are in. Or
probably even before
they're in.

INEWSPAPER ENTERPIISE ASSN.)
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} ‘Sirhan

T the influence of
. others and the
-1+ police covered up’

acted under' 4

Who Kllled Bobby Kennedy?

l\ THE |umul|unus politicsl

ear of 1968, | ran In the
Démncratic primary for Con-
+Eress In the Sixth district in
San Francisco, and called for
i recpening the Investigation of
*ihe assassinatlon of President
Kennedy at the
fevel the first nannn:u candi-
dite 1o doso. .

A the Thal line of my
campalen brochure | pleaded,
™t 10 do 50 not only s
Inderent but might cont us the
life of a3 future president of.
Jokn Kinnedy's Instincie™

O clection night that June,
Semator Robert F. Kenmwdly
was mortally shol in Los Ange
le=. minutes after claiming vies
tory in the California primary.
I »2s stunned, not only by Lhe
nightmarich fact of apother

By lr.n.m T Turner

assassinatiag, bql by ity liming.

Yet i seemed an openand-
shut case. A young Palestinian
immigrant named Sirhan Bis
hara Sirhan trupped the tena-
tor in a pantry of the Ambasss-
dor Hotel anol blasted away
before scores o] wilnessea

A few wesls hater promi
nent San Fraisco attorney
George T. Davi, who had been
chairman of my campaign.
wanied advice on am urgent
problern. A clisnt, 3 preacher -
who billed himsell "The Walk-
ng Bibie,” had received death
threats as the resull of a
chance encounier with Sirhan
In Los Angeles on election eve.
The preacher had picked vp
two hitchhikers, snd one,
learning that ke traded norses
on the side, offercd o buy & |

San Francisco Examiner &

Chreonicle World

Sunday, October

Section

1, 1978

palomlnn for delivery 1o the
rear of the Amhassador lluu-l
on election night

When Sirhan's plelure was
shown on. talevition, the
- prearber recognized him as the
hitchhiker. He was wure that an
attempt had been made 1n &t
him up as a dupe 0 a geranay
stheme, and that the sweond
hitchhiker was an arcomplice.
He immediately reportod the
Incident to. the Les Anirles
police, and the deaih threals
ensued. :

The police dbmiswd the
preacher's hizarrs sory as 2
publicity stuat At Davis’ re
quest, Jonn Christian. a former
KGO pewsman, %50 had bren
my campaign manaver. and |
analyzed the story, We agrecd
with the pofite that It was
fiction, bul we sharply dis |
agreed that publciy was the
mottve. The preacher had rele |
plously aveided publicity, and
when the [irst presy account -
did appear It pe [erred Lo him as
“Mr. X at his insplence.

The “Walking Bime” eph
sode propelled us Inta one awn |
Investigation, which o fits and
spurts has spannsi o decade
W taiied 10 copeand cowbeys,
seientific experts and prostk |
tors. Three wiicowses wore
shet al, others intimidated |
Esldence disappesnd, But a |
picture gradually developed
that. while blurry in spnty |
shiws that Sichan acted under |
the influence of others —
prrhaps theough hy pnotic con-
ditinning — and the pilice
cevered up,

It s ume 1 find oul who
pakd for the bullets that illed
Baviy Kennidy,

il

“stone-walling” the.
‘gar-*Hoover~ shut ."the” “FBE-~
: r-yﬂ_“’dour, and D:A: Evelie Younger*|
“The zmpartant thing:to know  “made it abundantly elear he~
about assassinations is.not who~ . would Tesist any. atteinpt:
fired the gun, but who.paid for- reopm!.he investigation. "
the buuers. LFrom E‘p;!ogue) = ;

: ]itlle except-the madequug-—o&__ g

our~adversary-court proce- i
dures:. The prosecution's:only |
. interest was in conviction; the
" defense’s sole aim was acquit.
“tal. Neither side permitted.evi- -
dence: that. nnghr. dem tram
: these g

RECEVTLY theﬂe were com
gressional investigations<~
into the assassinations of John=.-
F. Kennedy and Martin Luther-
King, Jr., but-not into the last.
of the murder- trilogy, that of-=
Robert . Kennedy.: One - reason
for this' omission-may be that e
RFK's killer; unlike the others, = Strangest" of all, “Sirhan
was convicted at a trial. Every-~ = claims no memory of the shoot- ~
one knows Sirhan- B. Sifhﬂn mg His notes, written before - -
was the murderer. Or was he?  the murder fand reproduced in
- 1his book)-are weird. Since e
- wasn’'t-on drugs, hypnosis was—
“considered. ' A few years ago,
*hypnoprogramming™ would -~
“have seemed ludicrous: Now;
tion, .nor have ~many good - with-s0"many oddities, it’s no
longer unlikely, especially
quesﬁombeenasked . since we learn .Sirban disap- _
SRR © .ipeared for three’ manl.hs in.
For ‘one; what” was Siirhins 1900 e :
¥ ugh born in Jor- . P
mv:e'c?gggergh before shown _ _It's now ‘a d_ecade si.nce.the
political interest. Then, Sirhan - RFK assassination on the night
- was standing in front of Kenne- he won the California primary,
dy when the latter was shot. which put him closer to the
Why were the fatal wounds in. Presidency than any other
back of the head? There were Democrat.- His' murder  may-
also too- many. spent bullets Well have “changed the course
some of thewrong size) for.,Of American history.™ RObEl't;_
Sirhan's.gun.-The nation saw’ - Kennedy, like his assassinated = °
Strhan shoot," ‘but did he ld.ll brother.wawell—liked:Among
-~ < his’ ‘admirers was Sirhan“B. "~
Sirhan- who said, “1 thought he -~
was heir apparent to-President -
Kennedy* and I wish to ‘hell he'-
- S8 mad . ‘_

o eI e

Attet 10 yearsﬁot inlenslve
reaearch authors.Turner and
Christian aren’t sure. They be---
lieve we. don't. have all the .
answers to the RFK assassina-

polk:a-dotdm,v.erent given -5 iy
credence. Owen claimed he. . ,"l’ms

B ]
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ROBERT F. KENNEDY: In the hurricane’s eye at home and abroad .

- A conspiracy and cover

THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERTF.
RENNEDY. bv William W. Turmer and
Junn G. Christian. 497 pages. [llusirated.
Random House. §1295.

Review by
MAURICE DOLBIER

Martin Luther King. Some were bolsterad
by serious exammation of deliciencies in
the pubiic record or thoughtful discus-
sions of seeming Inomalies m such tech-
mical fietds as ballisics or anatomy; some
were clearly poiitically motivated: some
were sheer [antISY. on 2 par with person-
of being taken captive

Not long 20, in magazine articies, in-
YVESUZI0Ve reportage 1o newspapers, and
book 2fter book from mawor fas well as
deccedty minor) puolishers, consmracy
theucies 2b about che ]

tions of Johm and Rocert Kennedy and

alr
briefly by little 2reen men from flving
sIucers. H

A$ is the case With so many topicy tak-
#1 up hy the media. overpiay heid its own
facaiicy. Whire s#il groups. now dismmis-

aveiy referred 19 45 "135assimtion ouils” - f e,
heid convestions fom time to time, ke _ should persusde authanties.to reopen an . 0pened invrstigation manaatory.

Baker Street [rregulars :me =Star Trek& investization of the case, Turner ind

bulfs,” the media went on to other mar-
ters. and so did the public. thouzh stili™"
nagged by the thought that “there must:’
have been something more to iL™ shwg- =

ging it off with the twin thought. “Well, 1~

guess tneres oo way well ever really.
know.”

In the late summer of 1978, it has taken -
publisher’s courage (0 bring out 2 book an
Robert Kennedv's assassination. with a.
subtitle: “A szarching lcok at the consper- +
Yy 2nd coser-up: [968-1974." [t is a book,
that must “e reckoned wid, and thap

* out=—Sirhan Sirhan as a kind of Manchus

Chrisuan, the first a former FBI speciall
agant. the sacond 3 radio newsman, have!
mace 3 most convinging case for a cover-|
up. largeix: on the part of the Los Angeles
Police Depantrment, and though some of|
their conspiracy speculations seem [ar|

dan Candidate hvpnotically programmed
o pull the Ezer—iheir investiyatiuns
have uncover=a enowgh ndd charactersd
unexplained conllicts i tesumony, am
biguous reactions. and ualikeiv coingi
dences. 0 make, il wouild seerm. 3 res

Y

) g
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Conspiracies
_In RFK Death:
Investigated

"The "Assassination of Robert F.
Kennedy,”. by William Turner and John
Christian. (Random Houu. 385 poges. |
$1295). . 1. . f

Ever since a third-rale burg]aryr
(Watergate) ended up a nalional scan-|
dal, there has been a re-sparking of in-
terest in the assassinations of John and

Robert Kennedy and Martin Luther

King, Jr. No longer -is the “lone
assassin’ theory accepted! Too many
queslions have been raised and too many
answers have been found insuificient.
William Turmer and Jonn Christian
take a searching look at RFK's death
and possible conspiracies and cover-ups.
Through some strange circumstances,

they come upon a self-ordained minister -

who relates a chance encounter with
Sirhan B. Sirhan the day before the
assassination to the authors and to the
Los Angeles Police Department.
Investigating the story of Oliver
“Jerry" Owens, the authors’ efforts
‘come to a climax in 1975 when a little
noticed trial (Owens vs. KCOP( opens a
new avenue into the murder of Robert
* Kennedy-and-attracts: atwmeyﬂ‘-'mcenﬂ 5
Bugliosi. ' k

Discoveries and ln:s!ranons are in-
cluded; new evidence, destroyed
evidence, vanishing reports and
witnesses and evidence of
“stonewalling'" by the authorities in Los
Angeles in 1963. Also, the plausible|
theory of hypnoprogramming, of Sirhan
being made a **Manchurian candidate,”
is explored and expounded.

".the most hard-line cynic will find it dif-2

‘Kennedy” is a chilling book which

; consptracies

That Sichan was literally found with .
the smoking gun is not contested.
However, Turner and Christian offer
campelling reasons for refuting the lone |
assassin theory. The bullets which kll]ed
RFK did not come from Sirhan’s gun'
but from a second gun which was taken |
into police possession. And since it had
been established that Sirhan was facing
Kennedy at a distance of 3 feet when he |

“fired, how can the fact that the fatal |
' shots came from behind at a range of 1,

to 6 inches be accounted for? 2
Admittedly, the reader is engulfed in.75
the viewpoint of the authors. Yet even“‘“’

ficultto discount their’ investigationsix

‘and nagging questions.

"“The Assassination of Robert F.

demands a re-examination of the casep,
and calls for the uncovering of possible

Norma Walch

THE EL PASC HERALD-POST
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THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT.

— F. KENNEDY. by William W
Turner and Jonn G. Clristiam.
Random House, 312.95.

The authors, who have been work-
ing on Kennedy research since 1968,
have tried unsuccessfully many umes-
to have the case against Sirhan Sirnam
regpened. They contend tnat the Los
Angeles Police Department destroyed
important 2vidence which supports
their theory that more than one gun

- was fired in the Ambassador Hotek
pantry the night of the assassination.
They have signed statements irom
witnesses. including a former EBI
agent. indicating evidence of more
than eight shots fired. but that fact
was never dDrougnt out at tne trial. -

They also have pursued a theory
that Sirhan was a “*Manchurian Can-
didate"” Killer, hypnotized to do the
job. Perhaps, they speculate other as- -
sassins around that time were simi-
larly programmed. )

One of their main investizations
centers on a sometime preacher,
Jerry Owen, who apparently knew.
Sirhan. Through another lawsuit in-
volving Owen, they tried to get some’

- of their Kennedy information into a
‘court record, but the judge was not'
-amenable, even though they persuad-
ed Vince Bugliosi, prosecutor of the
Manson Family, to enter that case.

Turner and Christian find the heavy.
hand of coincidence linking some fig-
ures in the Robert Kennedy matter
with James Earl Ray, Arthur Bremer
and Jack Ruby. Was this slaying part.

_ of alarger conspiracy which aifected.
other key political figures? Unless -
this book persuades authorities to rec-
pen the case, we may never know, .
i - —NANCY HAMILTOV
>
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Missing pieces
in the “how”

THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. XEN-
NEDY, A Searching Look at the Conspiracy and
Cover-np 1968-1978. By William W. Turper and John
G. Christian. New York: Random House, 1973.
$12.95.

Reviewed by Richard Raznlkoy

In their dramatic book Tumer and Christian
demonstrate with great clarity three central
points: first, that Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was almost
certainly in an hypnotic trance when he shot at Robert
F. Kennedy, and that the trance was induced by
someone other than himself; second, that it is very
likely that more than one gunman fired at Kennedy
and that it was the second gunman who killed the
Senator; third, that the true sponsors of the
assassination were extremely powerful, that they
probably included the CIA, and that some important
political figures (notably Evelle You nger) and the Los
Angeles police systematically covered up the truth.

In their almost ten-year search for the un-
derpinnings of conspiracy, Turner and Christian
found the authorities less than heipful. The small
group of LAPD officers originally assigned to “cover”
the case were, in fact, “‘covering-up” the case. The
officer who ran the “lie detector” was more interested
in brow-beating or intimidating inconvenient wit-
nesses than in ascertaining truth — and there were
many inconvenient witnesses.

Turner and Christian explored a web of materidl
which pointed inevitably to a single conclusion: the
LAPD, whether through innocence (rarely) or design,

managed to frustrate the investigation into Bobby -

Kennedy’s murder. They destroyed evidence,
threatened witnesses, wiped out some of their own
files. They lied to news reporters and to the FBI. They
had their lone assassin, Sirhan Sirhan, delivered to
them, and from the public information office in the
Glass House (LAPD headquarters), they spun a public
fantasy of how a second Kennedy had been murdered.

Much of the material in this book is not new, but
that is no criticism. That which is not new is, in fact,
quite relevant to the case. What is new, principally, is
the story of Jerry Owen, cardboard minister and
shadowy figure behind the gun or guns at the

Ambassador Hotel. Owen knew Sirhan, Owen was .

with Sirhan frequently, Owen had connections which
might have wanted Kennedy dead, and Owen came
into a huge amount of money just prior to the
assassination. : Vs o

The connections uncovered by Tumer and
Christian are the missing pieces in the “how’ of it
For many years investizators have known that Sirhan
was in a trance at the ame of the shooting. Whar they
nseded was the linkage, something mere substantive
than the shadowy figures seen with Sirham but never
properly identified.

They found that hypnoprogrammer, a man named
William J. Bryan, Ir. who had been used by the
prosecution to hypnotize Albert DiSalvo (*“The Boston
Strangler'”). The name “Salvo ... DiSavo ...
DiSalvo” turned up inexplicably in Sirhan’s
notebook, among the automatic writing, yet Sirhan
did not know who DiSalvo was, Bryan had bragged.
toward the end of his life, that he'd hypnotized
Sirhan, although he was never used in that capacity by
the police or the defense after the murder. Bryan, by
the way, worked for the CIA.

The authors also, with the help of former Manson
case prosecutor Vincent Bugliosi, found more than
eight bullets connected with the Kennedy murder.
More than eight shots fired translates to more than
one gun. There is very good reason to believe, as a
matter of fact, that Sirhan was firing what amounted
to blanks, and wounded no one at all, while two other
guns did the job.

In an important sense, this is all old news. The
details of assassination and cover-up are receding in
importance as the more impressive truths of our time
strike home. One of these truths is that official
agencies owe allegiance to fear ahead of integrity, and
soour “‘history" is written.

According to the publishers, “Me

e

mbers of the

House Assassination Sub-committee . . . may use [the
book] as the basis for expanding their investigations
... to include the murder of Robert F. Kennedy." Lzt
us hope not. Let us hope that we have learned the
greatest lesson of our time: that our future belongs to
each of us, and that our past should not be
manufactured by the Official Pronouncements of a

. Big Brother government.

Pacific Sum, Wesk of October 27-November 2, 1978

Mill Valley, CA.
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Of RFK Death

By OTTO SCOTT i~ ...
—THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F.
KENNEDY: A Searching Look at (he
Conspiracy and Cover-up 13681978 by Wil-
liam W. Turner and Jonn G. Christian; .
latroduction by Dr. Robert J. Joling;
Pandom House; phoios; appendix; index;
397 pages; $12.95.

President John F. Kennedy was the
-first; next was the killing of Oswald by
Jack Ruby. Then followed the assassina-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther King, the assas-
sination of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy and the
crippling of Gov. George C. Wallace. .
In each of these dread events the respon-
sible individuals were immediately cap-
nirad and all but Oswald convicted and
‘=~ zoned. Yet the nation was left with an
engunng sense of frustration mainly be-

cause — despite reams of publicity —

of not only the preparations of the assas-
| sins, but of their motives. Only Edward
Jay Epstein has provided a rounded de-
scription of Oswald, though the implica-
tions he opens regarding press coverage
fairly scary. For the rest, confusion clouds
the figure of petty criminal James Earl
Ray, convicted assassin of Dr. King; a pit
of darkness has swallowed dull-witted |
Bremer, crippler of George Wallace, and
Sirhan Sirhan sits neglected in prison
while the admirers of Robert F. Kennedy

death. + . . N .

This turning from what would seem the
natural starting place for any investiga-
tion marks the methods of Twrmer and
Christian, though both are experienced.
Turner is an ex-FBI agent; Christian an
ex-broadcast “‘newsman.” .They are not

drawn toward Sirhan, whom they consiger
innocent, so much as to other, seemingly
peripheral characters — though Sirhan
was captured with a smoking gun amid a
crowd of witnesses.
The central Turner-Christian suspect is
an itinerant evangelist named Oliver B.
“Jerry” Owen, who thought he picked upa
hitchniking Sirhan and aimest sold him a
' horse the day of the assassination. In
pursuit of this tale, which the police dis-
missed, Turner-Christian rush down many_
streets and cul-de-sacs, shouting angrily.
In their course they reveal some heavy |
prejudices against the FBI and the CIA,
the Los Angeles police and former Chief
Ed Davis, former L.A. Mayor Sam Yorty,
- various district attorneys, judges, at least

1

there has been a conspicuous, dismaying , el
lack of intelligent analysis and description’ | ing and some Washington wire-pullers who * |

some appointed officials and elected perso-
ages. .
’%helr major argument is that Sirhan
was "hypnoprogramed” by evil forces to
serve as a decoy while the real assassins

went to work. The authors believe this .

same program covers and links the shoot-
ings of President Kennedy, Dr. King and
Gov. Wallace. They also believe that these
events are the work of a right-wing cabal
out to kill all liberals, and explain the
Wallace shooting was necessary because
Wallace was siphoning votes from Nixon.

" Various names are dragged out to sup--

port this theory; Jim Garrison, the ex-New
Orleans D.A. who sought political fame
through his own Kennedy investigation,
lawyer Vincent Bugliosi, various naive
" individuals from show-biz and broadcast-

should (and probably do) know better. -
The theory conspicuously omits all but
domestic targets. It casts dark insinua-

tions in many directions, and even seeks to
include evangelical Christianity in its hier-

and competence and the state of the CIA is | archy of evil. This Pogo approach (“We
| have met the enemy and he is us") was -

funny in the hands of a cartoonist, but is
now tiresome and intellectually insulting.
Our government is not a criminal conspir-
acy, but I now believe many of our nation-

. The death of a Kennedy:

rejuaices:s Conspiracy? ‘So much irash’
DIStOrt PrObEByEImerCertz Tor et e 1

_\f

i al troubles stem from persons willing to -

| hurl hysterical accusations. To me, this.. '

continue to deplore the senator’s untimely | book Is a graphic and sad illustration of
- e ’ _.{ the old adage that ““When reason sleeps, -

dreams of lunacy arise.” = .- ¢
Scott is an author ond free-lance

_reviewer.<——.-< L -

|

% Trial and Triumph, 1962-1964,"” has just been
. published. - . e PR e

Robe:;t ¥ Kfn.nedy was shot, in 1968, at his mo-
ment of greatest triumph, in the signt of many
peopie, by Sirhan Sirhan. - .
This young Palestinian was subsequentlv
charged with the murder, tried in open court with
every constitutioinal protection, convicted and
senteneed to death — a sentence overnden when
the California Supreme Court and later the hign-
est court of the land struck down capitsi punisn-
ment as it was then imposed. .- -~ ~- -
How, then, can there by any doubt that Sirhan.

_ arid Sirahn alone, killed Kenned¥?-To ask this

question is to be 1gnorant of the resourcefuiness
of those who have studied and written about the
assassinations of both Kennmedys and Dr. Martn
Luther King Jr. Was it not St. Paul who said that
{faith is the evidence for things not seen?-=-t 7~

These writers have ample faith in their almost
invisilbe premises. Their readers should have an
equal amount of skepticism. . y B

1 do not mean to dismiss thig book out of hand.
1t does truly raise some troubling questions and
illuminates corners not heretofore believed to be
dark, the corner even of the kitchen in the Am-
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, scene of the fatal
shooting of Kennedy. i .
~One might be tempted to take the book more
seriously if it were not so-flamboyant, so melo-
dramtie. 1 would prefer a more straightforward
presentation — the bare facts and logieal dnfez-
ences drawn from them. : BT

The authors claim that while Sirhan was the
visible assassin, there were more and different

* bullets fired at Kennedy {rom those in Sirhan's
_ gun, They present what seems like formidable
* evidence and suggest, obliquely, the identity of

those who might have done the unseen shooting,
iqcluding a mysterious damsel. ' )
/They suggest that Sirhan may have been a
“Manchurian candidate,” set up as the killer
through powerful suggestion in the nature of
hypnosis. : -t L
They claim a gigantic conspiracy on the part of
law enforcement officials. o B st Bal C
Lest one dismiss the book as so much trash in s
garish style, It Is only fair to point out that a good
_deal of care went in{o Its produetion, © " ;.
In the last analysis, the book may be a reflection
of American's preoccupation with mysteries and
dirty work at thecrossroads. '~ "+ &
“Too often in the past we have been disillusionec
by official explanations that turn out to be false
Now we tend to discount everything that is tolc
.us. We want to penetrate to the core of things, es
specially if that core is rotten. Qur gullibility is it

_béleiving hothing.. :, ;
Fralineg 3 le—uupbrmw“ w3
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.”” THE ASSASSINATION OF ROBERT F. KENNE-

DY by William Turner and John Christian, Ran-
dom House, $10. Non-fiction. The reviewer is a
Chicago lawyer whose “Henry Miller: Years ol

-two former stale attorneys general and |
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