3/14/72

k. .J.E'.Gh'ildmsa. Luitor
Anoxville Journal
knoxville, "lenn.

Dear ure. “hildresas,

Imis is for your inforzation only. I cannot say wi. ther it can be interpreted as
adiressing the serplexity I shared with you about Janea Barl lay's alleged or real
esmpu attanpt,

Jerry iay called ne yer'tertlay 1 also. got a letter frow James. liow therc was onc tiing
in the letter frou Jamca. a matter relating to his defense, that I did not want to and did
not thiik should go through censorship. So, 1 asked Jerry if, because he was leaving Ste

L ou:l.s en route to Georgla, he would deliver the message To Jamess He said he waan't
" Secing Jumes because the warden has cut him off the visiting list for six months. I asked

if this wers because he had becn to the jail shortly befors the incident,. Jerry said no,
that it was attzibuted to hip talkdng the letter to Yarboroughs

I don't lenow whether the lstter would have gone throush if James hao put 1t dn the
ropular prison maile What he wrote ne reached ne. Jut apparently he folt 1t weuld nave been
rofused. lie has told me that one lutter he wrote me had been refused. “e laoter nunded it
to we in person,

But L do kuow thish the warden lmew of and approved Jerry's teldng tlu_n,,_, out for Janes.
He tola me, in person. ‘s is low it came to pas:, dwhen I was there, the tine I saw you,
there was certain information I asked of James. He sodd he did not have all of 1t wnd wben
he did, he would give it to me. It is of a nature that he could not consider letting those
he resards as other than his own defense see. I can't go down there whenever he or L _ay
wonte S0, I asked the warden ir there werc any mechanism by which Jame: could send me or
Bud things without their passing through censorship. The warden replied tust if Jumeo told
him, he would not read ite I said that he wight intond this but James would never beliove
it, as I would not were I in his position. [he warden then said that Jerry is there of'ten
and James eould send it through Jerry. de then soid he lknow Jumes was doing tids, <ndeed
he did, all thoss papers you let Jerry copy for me wilc we were talidng James had just
given %o Jerry for that purpose, while I was talldng to the varden. 4o roturned them to James
when we went backa

In banming Jerry, the warden has banned the one member of hiwp family who can visit
James. lie has also clos.d James' only real link with the outside. ieither the lawyers nor
I, all voluntuers end unpeid, can go there that often. L1'11 be informing Sud of tids uith a
carbon of this letter. 1 do uot feel it ia up to we to nake any kind of issue of this, if
anyone else does. 'hot is the area of bud's responsibllity and Jerry's and James' dusires.
but I confea perplexity again, *his iz oatirvly inconsistent with the iupression I formed
of the worden ami it is inconsistunt with the practise he sanctioned wal of widceh he e
aslde frou the question of fact, was James tryins to Lreak out, is hia letmer that bad?
Although he had assured @e he would not, 1 hed belicved James did try to break oute 1 wrote
him o rather severe letter, and L sent it to the warden for hin to read first. *nic did not
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encourage Jomes to have faith in me, to trust me more, I did it that way because I believed
it to bec the right way. dow, on the question of fact, of which I have no knowledge, it secms
to e thet with a prisoner charped with as significant a crime as this, and when the ofiicial
story rests on the word of pertisans, two pamrds who sliegedly sow -Iame sneakdng awey from
the mgeneral aree, the science of fingerprinting being what it is and it not being strange

to officials, the failure to show that his were on those touls is not an omission I would
have permitted to exist. It disturbs me tuat couflicting stories of the attempted escape

have becn miven by different officials, and it disturbs me that Jawes has bevn further
isolated. I think it interferes with his defense and with th. ultinate establishment of trédhe

I an not unoware that the warden might associute this atiempt, if he is satisfied
it is real, with Jerry's vieit. He fould thus be lo.dng for an excuse tu reduce the
possibilities of a similar adventures If this is ids belicf or feeling, I con't think of
any reason for lim to be shy about it.

When I balance all of this, I am back at where 1 begay perplexeds I do fuol that if
James had made this atteupt, the authorities should have laow of the value Jl fingerprint-
ing the touls, should have done i%, and should have announced the results. It is, I would
think, also inevitable .that he would have left prints where he is alleged to have tried to
breal: througsh,.

Jerry deseribed his conversation with Yarborough with me. le ecan tell you wiwther or
not it is faithful. He quoted Yarborough as asiking if he should hide hou he got tJat letier.
Jerry says he told him he kmew of no reason to, that the warden lmew all about ite Yc then
adided thatvhe had just done $16,00 worth of xeroxing for James, pspers Jumes lad given him
and he heel roturned, ot least this is the way 1 understood the conversation we had last nighte
Jderry doesn't have much education, but he is not stupid. Ii he [L1f there wab any reason
to hide it, he would have,

However one lorks at all of this, I think there arc reascnable doubts and questions,
that it is a political case in which public a.thority is all hung up, and that Jawes will
be pretty isolated for about six months, which is adverse to the interest of justice, to
the ultimate wnravelling of the case and to his ability to perticipate in lis own defensce

Sincerely,

Harold Jeisgberg



