2/22/72

Hre dellaChildress, Lditer
Tne Knoxville Journel
Lnoxville, Jenn,.

Uear (o, Childress,

Ahin cvendng, on o radie station that was fading while I was drivin ,, * heard part
of & wire-scrvice report that ey had written a “noxville editor to claim finb he was in
bed at the time of his recent alleged escape atteupt. I find it difficult ®o believe, mnd
I tell you Frankly it is cntirely inconsistent with the impression I formed of Warden Moore.

ihis ontire thiug leaves me perplexed, Une of the rvasons I write is to asc for all
the intforvation tou ean give me so I can ponder all possible agpucts. I tell you frankly
thet the last time I saw Ray, which was when I saw you, L lef't complotely convinced timt
he would muke no such attempt as long as any legal remedy remadined a possibility. le was
avarce that this would talic tine. He seemed satisficd that the low was on hiu sive, as L
also belivye 21t ige

+ precunic the reglonul wires aarried vhat did not peize the anstionul wire o wouk B0
S Veshiugton Jtar carricy o spall story I did uol sece The Post carrded nothing. e
Washingbon all-news ralio stations seemed to carry sothing, but tlere wus a mention on
oL oo Gl viire—service rud:o wires. I first hward of it on & pro—dawn broadeast frow
Chicago lust dednegday, whon it was dayeold news. So, anything you have or can sup. 1y
could be of importance to ne.

% is iuconceivable to me that if he made stch an attempt, =nc 4 have no reason to
doubt <he official aanouncement, that he was all alone. My opinion iz that he would have
required hiclp on the outside as a certainty und on tle inside as at least a high Jrobabil=
ity. uithout soceone outside, I think the prospect of escaps, asswdng he cowl. hwve Lotten
out, are close to nil, I thiunk he¢ also kinous thise If I am correct, this then means that
he has to have had some contact with someone, Thiu nced not have be n dirced comtacte I do
not think it likely any such attempt would be nade by mail, I cen thinl of very, veny faw
poople willing to run the risk of helping him and alrost none who regard s survival
¢ith auy degree of catisfactions Uhis is one of the reasons I anr auxious for all the
infornation, no wutter how seendngly insignificant, that I can sete I thinl: I hove some
Imowledge others do not, hence something that might wmeen nothin, to othezs miht Sl
gest poszibilities to oes

L have uritten hii a lojjg, blunt lotter to which, if he is not under resteietions, he
has not had time to respond, ii he wills I have written with more foree to Jerry, who gaid,
ir Synum Shaw quoted hinm corrcctly, what he has to know is not truee I find myuell wondering
cbout this Lsguire article and its timing - indeed, tant it +as pullished at all. I doubb
you are in a position to wnderatond how completely dishonest it is, how ofton in error that
camnot, in o proresoional, bu conzidered accidental, and how heavily it misuses wnabiributed
gourcess Lne reporter who coversd the wdnitrial phonud me this eftermoon efter roacdn: it
to roise a long suries of questione. *m every esase, depending on recollecidon only ane alter
this lapse of tiue, the rupurter was correct, shaw wrong.

thanles for any help you swy be abl. to provide. wincerely,
Harold woisberg



