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'The Defense Department ac-}
knowledged = yesterday that}
deadly toxins that make up af
major part “of the nation’s bio-|,
logical: warfare planning, are
now officlally considered to be|,
chemicals. and, therefore, ex-i|
empt " from' President - Nixon’s|,
recent ban on germ warfare.

“The ' disclogure indicates|:
that-the - Presidential ban may |,
be’less sweeping than lt ﬂrst
appeared-tobe. - .

Among 'the natlons arse, xi.‘::
of biological weapons, to
were. . considered the & most
. teal and among the most

effective. Though highly le-
thal, they cannot reproduce or{!
;| be :transmitted. from one per-|,
{sontoanother <
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€ toxi’n in fne vs.
stockplle ‘8" botulin, . which}
* causes 7 botulism,  a  isease|
lwith a 65 per cent mortality;
rate, in which. « ‘death regults
/|trom respiratory " faflure.
4 According. to  reports " pub-
;f ished two months ago and not |
refuted by the Pentagon, 20,000
Hullets containing botulin ‘are
stockpiled at Pine Bluff (Ark.)
Arsenal, the nation’s only facil-
ity - for- producing biologicnl
weapons

“Though not living organl.sms
| themselves, toxins .are. poison-1
ous - substances -derived from!
living organisms. For that rea-
son, they were ofﬂcially consid

T

{}ered-as: part-of-the: momglcag
{warfare  activities.” by - the
i United Stateg until recently. .
+ Pentagon - spokesman Je

|W. Frieheim said yesterday
| that the National . Security
/| Council has based its decision,
which the President accepted,
on a similar interpretation
made by a l4-hation Upited
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# In Agreement .
il “The United. States agrees

|with this definition,” the De-
: ;ense Department spokesman

i Nonetheless, the United
;| States rejected the U.N.'s au-
thority to interpret another as-
‘|pect of the Geneva Protocol’s
‘[ ban on lethal gas war!a:re this‘
1| week,

.The U.N. (zeneral Auembly,

s

stentions, interpreted the Pro-
tocol to ban use of tear gas and
defoliants ' in warfare. The
United States, which uses both
in Vietnam, sald the ‘UN. “is
not the proper forum to decide
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ternational law.”
Chief of Team ...
‘The 14-nation study group

~ |détermination that toxins a are ’
chemicals and ‘not biologica] |

|agents: "was “compiled . and

drafted by a team headed by
Dr. Ivan Bennett, a_Pentagon
consultant and director of the
New York Unlverslty Medical
Center.

acknoledged the re-classifica-
tion yesterday after the Amer-
‘iean’ Friends -Service~ Commit-

Nations study group "last sum-
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such disputed questions of.ln- i

The Defense Department.

tee disclosed it. '
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