4/3/69
Desr Yr. Chotelsnet,

Your latter s been forwarded, Ue hoven't lived in “yettetomn
for s year "nd 7 holf. ®

With your first rar. I 2m ia sccord.
of course, I will seo you np? nelp in sany way I esn, Tou m=y at

first not a2ccont 1% 2s o ln, but the liedliate sugmesti-n 4 hmve 18 %hat you
forget =bo * your oraject,xxxik It iz en “nachronddh & forn yeu Begine And the

- likely market is po~r. The best you will bz sbl. to claim is & reahssh o. the

past., Pecple will not zo for 1%. A eimilaf.thing is hembing out risht now, with
Meredith the pukli-her.

You cannot do & book thai-"presents all tha !mown frote”, You cenrot
do 1t on tha covermment side beceuse =zp much wee never Tublished. “ou esnrot do it
from the critic aide frr tle gome remzon and heécauze there is ar enocrmous emount
not yet printed but evesiletle Tor trintizg thst ceull ruln yeu if 1t tekes hola
and gets out, * tnve three books comnleted, thres more elmest ready, 8né »ll covering
new ground,

lior esn you bogin oo desl with the evidence nnd the %ssues in one
paragrath. -

ire you in a mekiwm pesition to mede derendabls evnlumtion of the
areguments on eoch side? You connot do it by reading the nther side, Thet tales
an enomnus amount of Ynowledge thet ven come only from ordiginal work, You wiln
require vaars jusbt to lesrn how little you mrawbd kuow of whet you should. fou can nct
behin to evaluats SZrecter and you +ill wind up e propegendist, fou cannot tezin %o
know waen he 1is lying(es he does =nd has), when 2= ix tellins part truth, when he
is telling the truth out of context, ete, You should be able to make judigem=nt from
this: he haa d2clined several domeh chellenges tn re=et me, yet he is willin: to
talk to youe. De you think it 1is tecouas he belleves you can chack bim out or trip
bhim up?

I do mot mow tis axtent of your resding. Loxevor, I ssoure yu there
ig little originul criticel work. One of the hest-knwom w rks is largely plagisrized.
“{ve thet ons eredlt and you dustroy your own ceedibllity., IT you do not detect 1%,
you are not proparly ecuipt. ‘re you in a position tn recosnlze those thut e2re pot-
bollers, wnrks of sycophency? Serinus people often hava not.

By telief is thet you are heading for troubtls snd probkdms end can ot
do what you want, rogerdless of the seriousness of your intent mnu the decency cf
intention, I do wish you wera in e psnition to understend this but = feer you ara
not. But your -mblem will not ke & lack of willingness to cooperete. +hose vhose
cooperstionz you'd require would help 7ith 8 work of serious scholarship. *hose who
will zeeapt will be wanting to use you. *hose who will not will understend what you
do net snd =111 n~% want %o help =ore thin~ that canrot do good, cancot succeed,.

ay th= wey, if v~u canrot trust Svecter, I think you can trust ‘azde.

Sincersly,



22a North Nashville Avse.
Ventnor, N.J. 08L06
April 5, 1969
Mr. Harold Weisberg
Hyattstown
Maryland

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

For some time I have been desply disturbed by the seemingly end-
less controversy which has followed the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy and, more recently, the murders of Senator Robert
Kennedy and Doctor Martin Luther King. It is frightening, of course,
to know that a United States President, a United States Senator, and
a respected civic leader can be so cruelly shot down and destroyed.
Tt 13 no less terrifying to realize that other national leaders may
in time suffer a similar fate. Yet, I belleve my principal concern
is for the American people and the damage being done to them by the
lasting confusion. The absurd charge that we are all to blame, that
we are a sSick soclety, is making the nation uncertaln of itself. It
i3 depressing to pilck up a newspaper and learn that a reader is
"ashamed to be an American.”

I believe the real need is for one book that presents all the
known facts, objectively and comprehensively, in strict chronological
order, without undue speculation and free of distortion; a book that
exsmines the evidence point by point, with both ends of the contro-
versy presented side by side, so that the reader can determine for
himself or herself what the facts really are. I would llke %o write
that book. In one chapter dealing with the evidence and the lssues,
I want to present the arguments of the Warren Commission and the
critics side by side as each polnt of dispute is discussed. In one
sense, the Commission and the critics would be debating the case in
this chapter.

I am fully aware that I may not be able to obtain the amount
of cooperation needed to make this book possible. It is %oo soon to
say. For that reason, this letter does not constitute a formal re-
quest for an interview; the book may never be written. I have had
sancouragement from Arlen Specter and District Attorney Henry Wade.
Both men have agreed to see me.

At this time, I ask only if you would consider talking to me
if I am able to secure the cooperation necessary to do the job
properly. Would you please advise me as to how you feel about my
intentions and if you would agree to an interview i1f my plans should
materialize ?

Very truly yours,

Brank € Rl

Frank E. Chatelanat



