
I realize, the pending hearing is keeping you on your toes. 

Enclosid is an article I wrote(all Kay Elag,k .74.1. did 

. i 
Memphis er ,:ss I Scimitar 

4E5 UNION AVENV 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 38101 

July 9, 1974 

Dear Jimmy, 

I left Nashville at 7:30 p.m. June 26, so it was too 

EL 
late to stop by prison. I plan to get back up there in 

August after I take the bar exam,- and I would like to stop 

off to discuss a number of things -- if you feel up to it. 

was to call and get quotes from Haile, who impresses me as 

a superficial and -'4 A-frAss not too profound guy)...I thinSt 4—  has 

elicited the response from many readers, that the state is 

taking a second look -- both at conspiracy possibilities, 

and perhaps that it has nailed the wrong guy. I realize that 

this was the furtherest from Haille's mind when he went to 

Thompson's office, but it was such an ONNOW excellent opportunity 

to maneuver him 	an learrasing situation. A radio reporter 

taped an interview with Haile on quotes in the article and Haille 
•■■• 



• 

2...ray 

really lost his cool...
he used words such as "

damn," etc, hell, 

...Bob and I really got
 a good laugh at it. 

He thought he was being 
so smooth, going to Thom

pson's 

office and threatening t
o subpoena those records

. He had 

r 1.4 	4"-IT 4444°  
apparently forgotten all

 about the Benavides int
ervieW)in which 

Benavides said a Denver,
 Colo., hood killed King

... 

Russell X. Thompson tell
s me that there is not

hing 

in the file damaging to 
you, either at the evide

ntiary hearing 

or at your second trial,
 if this fall's hearing 

goes in your 

favor...4=00 

Thompson has been promis
ing me for at least five

 and 

one half years to let me
 go through that file, b

ut has always 

backed Alp off at the l
ast minute. He now wants

 your okay, 

;tot 
because he .says 4.1 may a  play a role in your de

fense in case 

you go to trial a second
 time.THUS WOULD YOU WRI

TE A LETTER 

TO 	RUSSELL X. THOMPSON 

ATTYRNEY AT LAW 

400 FIRST AMERICAN BANK 
BLD 

147 JEFFERSON AVENUE 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

Bob has already given 
Thompson his okay, but T

hompson for 

some reason wants your o
kay. Judge Battle o

nce threatened Thompson 

• • 	• 
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with contempt of court 

revealed the contents of his investigation. That was immediately 

prior to your March 1969 Ohearing.47)Thompson was in one hell 

of an awkward situation. He was a lawyer without a'client -- at 

least a client with a justiciable interest. He represented Hanes 

who never paid him a cent to conduct the investigation, and when 

you fired Hanes, he was 40111 ordered by Battle to turn over 
...•■•••• 

everything in his files to Foreman. Then the Legal Defense 

Fund retained him to continue his investigation and he did. 

His later investigation indicated that tk...  stated, case was 

not as air tight as it was supposed to be, and that was when 

Battle and the bar association committee moved in to shut 

Thompson up. 

Thus, I can't blame him for being ca tions -- even 

unnecessarily cautious, as he seems to be at th - 	in time. 

Let me know if there is anything I can get you. 

You probably won't hear from me 0 until after Auguit 
1, but I will write you immediately after that and arrange a visit 

• 
-- if you are still willing... 

Your friend, 	Wayne 
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A
 record of the interview

, conducted by attorney R
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ost in the 
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R
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at h

e w
as afraid

 th
e p

o
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B
I w
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 to
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 w
ith the slaying." 

T
h
e v
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r —

 cla in
 a b
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e, p
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ed
 su
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 said

 th
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real k
iller's n
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e w

as "P
ete," a fo
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er ro

o
m

m
ate o

f h
is 

in
 D

en
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o
lo
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h
o
m

p
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n
 said
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"H
e said

 th
e p

o
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ad
 p

ick
ed

 h
im

 u
p
 th

e d
ay
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in
g
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p
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 b
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 b
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