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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH JAMES EARL RAY

‘ HIGH-LEVELPLOT IN KING MURDER‘

By Wayne Chastaln, Jr.
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*Wayne Chastain Jr. is a veteran newspaper reporter. who while'wr ing. for -
the Memphis Press-Scimitar was one of the first reporters on the scene" L
after Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was shot.“ He has now. 1nvest1gated thei

a major metropolitan daily to obtain an interview with James Earl Ray.
Since then he has 1nterv1ewed Ray twice more. ‘ LT -

MEMPHIS, Dec. 18 LPNS)--

The 1968 Memphls murder of Dr. Martln Luther Klng Jr. was ‘at least

partially planned within- the Justice Departmentfo

charged convicted slayer James Earl Ray in an exc1u51ve 1nterv1ew:w1th PNS.

"I got my movxng orders to go to Memphls on March 28 (1968) in -

ﬂ? m,«h,&l@@v

’"I was “told to drive no more than three hours a” day arl
" in Memphis before April 3. At that tlme those orders could only havevcome
“from either ‘someone in" ‘Kirg's” camp “or some" hfwﬁ*Justlce Department offic1a1
having access to information ga&hed;from w1retaps¥oan1ngSszte}ephones
in Atlanta." : y ,,:e H&“‘v ) - R wg;.*
Dr. King did not reveal to the wario until April“l--three days after
Ray left Birmingham headed for Memphis-ethat he planned to return to '
Memphis April 3 to 1eadAanother protest march by striking sanitationb
workers there. ‘ “
"By then (April 1)," Ray said, "I was already halfway to Memphis.
I can name a motel I stayed at near Columbus, Mississippi.'”The next

=-morxe-




Motel and spentﬁthe nlght of Aprll 3 there. ‘He claims'that theanextw

glven him his orders ln Blrmlngham. Afterwards,

to Atlanta on the day after ‘the assassination.”
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“tell all.

for a new:trlalfThe w111

in 1976.

If1 lose there, I'm gOLng to tell all——everythlng I ‘know about

;Edward Lev1 has ordered a review of the FBI s 1nvest1gatlon o the;Kipg_

he bureau was. not adm;nxhv

, s —
intensive investlgatlon of espionage activity from the right. All assump-
o —

_tions were made from the vantage point that the enemy was always on the




; generai,‘Rohert f.“kennedy, that
.of the top SCLC echelons."

Hoover con51stently 1gnored

'Dr K1ng could not wrlg le hlS ears without the

ks

gullty-—but in equ1voca1 language--to Dr. King -] murder at a one

‘lat %gge Preston Battle‘

"‘T* s

ST EHE

after Ra§ had been transferredxto Tennessee

e

'letter to Battle." ay sald he dld not shoot and klll Dr. King and had

. been coerced;and tricked 1nt0wthe gullty plea by hlS then attorneyj Percy

'"-more
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,‘ consp acy behxnd Dr. Klng 5. death.»m ¥ sald he disagreed with,hls

thé

gl Hw L3

that Ray had not acted alone.

nor anyone else. In fact I was several blocks ‘away from‘th 5

»on the sidewalk before;—not after;.Dr.ﬂKl g's
The FBI ballletlcs expert conscxously covered up ‘the evidence that .

would have exonerated Ray as the trigger-man by not conductlng two cruclal




