WAYNE CHASTAIN JR.
The worid got. a flashback
- glimpse into history. at 9. a.m., |
. Oct.22, 1974, 'when U.S. Judge |
“ Robert McRae tapped his gavel ]
in. a 'Memphis courtroom to i
begin what could be the longest
proceedmg of its kind in Iegal ‘-
history. - TR -T2 AR Y -
The case a Habeas Corpus :
. proceeding _.into . the case - of -
James : Earl. Ray v State of
'7Tennessee W& i3 "
__\.Bay. 47 ,i8"t rnan h»etow 1

“has "already recorded.:: tand
probably forgotten ' — asi'the '
-assassin who shot and killed Dr. |
- Martin Luther King ‘Jr.,. as .Dr. ;
-King stood on a balcony of a A
,,,,,.Memph motel at 6:01 p.m..on ';
: 4,:1968. Memphis. ‘police, i

Tennessee ontend. _that ; Rayﬁ

- Airadathe hotifromithe

bathroom window at the back of i
- .a.dingy rooming house next to :
i sthe motel. iwi; o sy

historians are in error, Ray ‘must
share the blame becapse he.

«"murder ont March
x.change oy 'a:.s99~year :
#6éhtence.:Ray - attempted: 53t0
sreverse his.guilty pled less than
1-'24 hours: later, however.; i s
i7'In "a”lettefhe ‘wrote:: ortly
: after arriving in the Tennessee..
- State_Prison in_ Nashville, Ray
£y aded ‘his innocence,
i8S attorney, .Percy. .
~ Foreman ‘of . ‘Houston,. and con-
tended Foreman had .coerced
him into makmg the guilty plea. ;
He sent his letter to: Judge.
" Preston: ‘Battle, who ~had ap-
- proved” the  negotiated . guilty |
.. plea. Battle  received.the. letter .
. -fivg days affer the _hearing, and
- dropped déad of a heart attack |
. -after .conferring with. a Shelby
‘county .. assistant." prasecutor
-e=most of the day over the matter.
. Today, Ray still mamtams he
rs mnocent AT
_Ray'A “Pauy?" :
Thus wnter talked to Ray'in-a
« four- hour mtervnew at the

ay one oﬂhe only two. mter- ‘
ews  Ray 'has- ~granted to «
: X years rh
pruson ‘Ray says he wes ‘set'up
tas a patsy'for .Dr. King’'s
s:murder by a mysterious French !
z.Canadian_:niamed:.Raoul,
husky and swarthy underworld 1
character enmeshed
% ‘profitable ” narcoti

n the
the_ summen

ontreal | . dock
orﬁe%hrea ‘months’

%ot 1967 .

4
&in 1968 Rey thj,‘ ht. they;\vere
?t “meet an” intufifational gun-g
jgrunner and work out details of a ; 3
gun-smugglmg scheme in.
- ¥South America — an’ operation
£ that Raoul said would make Ray
e Trich. *Ray ‘says _he :Mad ‘no "
“knowledge of a consprracy 10

Jro Sokon by k.
o

Fof the man believed by Ray's at- ).
" torney to be the interna onal ;
gun-runner’.:and- the g

! showed Ray some photographs ' 9
4

man. Ray beligves he ga :
.man. twice-the afternggn of .~
Rongh e he.. @ﬁggn i
r.om gh

- the . roommg' :
. 8. 1eehm the . ;
‘man wa Nollpﬁnng me,” he says.
.~ Ray’ ran@everal errands for -
Raoul.,then mef him in a room
that had been rénted that'after-
noon. (Ray earlier adm:tted ren-
.ding. the room, he' sand to
protect Raoul but the’ roommg
house manager, Mrs Bess-e

Brewer, ‘said " Ray . was- n0t ne:

j
o
4

ih
"gave me $200
“and. told ime_to go. downtown.
.’and seé a..picture show.” Ray -
.said Baoul,also Anstructed: him -
10" leave the 'white Mustang = .,
‘ parked at the curb on the street
. below,. only & few feet from the Y
~foot ‘of the stairwell. S
“He said the other man and
“he might wan{ to use the - -
Mustang 1ater in the” evenmg,"
Ray. said.. “it. was ‘about ,5:20.
-when [ reached the stréet balow -
.because I remembered fooking .-
.at my watch. | saw a low tira on . 1
‘the ~Mustang “and. 8aw | had -
“plenty of time to have the - t-
filled and’ bé back a I

is | fried
~ and. park’ somewhere i f
~-the rooming house.” ; o
" Ray:said:-'he’asked the s
: pohcernan if i
~turn - (ilegal~Under _traffic. ‘o
\dunancee) and proceéd-north on
. South Main ‘Street, Ray quoted ;
e policeman as saying:
“k don’t care what you do» st
*=get out of here, T riss >
»:. Ray said he made :
.-and  proceeded ‘to’ dnve south -
out of- Memph-s toward
Mississippi.

“It wasn't until | almost got to
Grenada,. Miss: (about” 100
-miles away), that | turned on the ‘
radio -and heard what had v = |
happened,” -Ray said. “The
radno broadcast mentnoned




omen are still reas-~

oral pillar---
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Chaietaes e -

-y Foreman; ‘deliberately
" promised Ray's right to ‘a fair
- trial in order to. further Huie's .

. Hanes of Birmingham Ala,, were
~"legally and ethically improper,"

" December 1968, say )
. be in_Ray’s financial interest to

| 8s saying); | . .

KING

* (continued from ge 16)

and his own financial successes.
(Foreman and Huie had an
“agreement that Foreman'’s legal

.-fees would be paid by sales of..

"Huie's books and income from a

film to which - both- had film.

- rights; . o -

Ray’s innocence from both Ray

and the state, and insisted to
;Ray. that the state had an “air- .

3

ght case”. against hiffi dnd tha

ith Huié even after telling’R

Ray’s first attorney, Arthur

Ray quotes Foreman:as saying); -
— Huiggzwrote. him_ .

plead guilty, because this would
insure financial success of He -
Slew the Dreamer: (a-book about
-the man'who did not kill Dr. King
‘would not sell, Ray quotes Huie

pleaded guilty and accepted a

Ray?
that Huie had compromised
" Ray’s rights to a fair trial by an

article " published- .in .Look !
".magazine (Huie’s dealings with - review of the evidence is calied
f

issue the high court asked tobe - .
~decided lies at the heart of the "
“evidence’ Ray's attorneys are
-8 e it !
97974 Pacific News ‘Servic B
-~ Mr._ Chastain is a, veteran.
Lo LT newspaper reporter and author -
~ — Foreman assured Ray he” 0! a forthcoming book, Who
zwould.get a new trial after he - Really Killed Dr. King — And the

elected governor of Tennessee.
“I'was browbeaten, badgered

7. and bribed into pleading guilty,” |

Ray told this reporter. “My men-
tal state bordered on insantiy as !

| was kept awake by lights on.in
‘bmy.cell at alj times =, for 24

hours at a time. | only managed
to-grab a few minutes-of sleep at -
Aa: time, ‘and: my .nervous and ..
irritable “state “prevented me *
from . making any rational :
decisions,abo’ut.,my tfate.”.ox .
- ‘Foreman ‘denigs these *

allegations. -In an - unsigned |
- deposition taken .by the state .-
g e =+ - attorney-general, Foreman says.
= Foreman withheld ‘ex- -’ hey-gen i Ladl

. r | oo PR - Ray is the assassin, calling him, |
_cuipatory -evidence proving who -

a ‘“racist .who ‘wanted recogni- -

tion and praise from his oid in-

£ orneys;sai
ng will probably be"

: ln;' Iegal history; Tl ]

1
‘the longest evidentiary hearing !
1
|
{

McRae ‘replies that -a " full
or: “The ' appellate ‘court

hether Ray's plea was volun- -
ry,"McRae 'said. “The very -

eeking to discover.” -

rdered-a full and fair hearing
on all. matters- pertaining to
wh

‘Kennedys? A Disturbing View of .

- negotiated sentence, and Political Assassinations in .

promised that if he did not geta .America. Chastain was one of -
* new trial, Foreman would see to*the first reporters on the scens. -
. it that he got a pardon when.  after Dr. King was shot. He has -
-‘John Jay Hooker Jr., son of investigated the King death for.
- Foreman's law associate, was mote than six years.. - 00
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