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From the Boston Phoenix,‘
an underground paper.

_ Apparently syndicated by
“Pacific News Service.

Guess 1'll see you on St.
Patty's Day here in town.
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. phis murder of Dr. Martin Luth-

MEMPHIS — The 1968 Mem-

- er King.Jr. was at least partially
. planned within the Justice De-
~; partment or Dr. King’s own
* camp, charged convicted slayer
“James Earl Ray in an exclusive
*” interview with Pacific News Ser-
“ vice, . :

“I got my moving orders to go

"~ to Memphis on March 28 [1965]
** in.Birmingham, Alabama,” Ray

said at Tennessee State Prison in-

- Nashville, “I was told to drive no

B “-more than

three hours a‘day and

““not to arrive in'Memphis before '

- . April 3. At that time. those or-

/" dars couid, only have come from |

- “(Wayne Chastain' Jr. *ii-’pj&e"tﬁ
- eran - newspap !
- "g::ile writing for the Memphis |

er -reporter who, *

ess-Scimitar,’ was one of the |

- view with James Earl Ray. Since .,
then he has 'interviewed Ray
" twice more. He now writes for

the Pacific News Service.).
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either someone in King’s camp’
-or some high Justice Depart::
.ment official having access to in- !
formation gained. from wiretaps ’
- on "King’s telephones in Atlan-

-~ Dr, King did not réveal to the ;
“world until April 1 — three days
after Ray left Birmingham head-*
ed for Memphis — that he
planned-to retum fo°Memphis
~April. 3 'to-lead “another protest
" march:by striking -sanitation
 Workers there: ;. yesumio i
# “By then [April 17, id,
+*'l was already halfway to Mem-
~ phis, I can name a motel Istayed. ,
-at near Columbus, Mississippi. -
The next 'day 1 drove north and
_stayed at the DeSoto Motel near .
. the ;Min;mippi;Tennes_;gé line
""[ol:ﬂmy io‘; ln::es] ﬁOm,"&hef'_Meil:ll; .
phis ¢ity limit] instead of going |
-0n. 107 Memphis, ‘because I was
tt::rrrymg out my orders to the let-.

=~The next day, Ray drove to
" Meémphis. -He- registered at.the
Rebel Motel and spent the night ,
of April 3 there. He claims that '
the next afternoon he met at a’
Memphis beer. tavern with .a"
man named Raoul who . had
given him his orders in Birming.
ham. Afterwards, Ray claims; a

>

“federal agent of some kind” fol-
lowed ‘him from the tavern. At
1.8:01 that evening — April 4, 1968 i
*— Dr. King was gunned down by
& sniper as he stood on the bai-

- cony. of the Lorraine Motel in
‘Memphis. R .
The FBI maintains, however,
‘that Ray’s itinerary was consid. -
erably different,. .
~ Instead of driving toward
Memphis March 28, the Bureau
=88ys, Ray. left.Birmingham for -
Atlanta, Ga, Ray spent the next

three days in his Atlanta room-
-ing house, the Bureau qays..then 3
left for.-Memphis April 1- after
.hearing onthe radio that Dr. -

: oing there.; i
KiRay _ ,gzd in Memphis i \pril
' 8, the:Bureau says, checked into-:

-a’'roonting houseé April 4 and shot ™
#Dr. King from a back room win-

‘dow. Then, thé Bureau says, Ray ;:
_eluded ‘police and drove back to

"Atlanta the next day,’ Z-‘h;?kl.l:

. make up that ‘Atlan =
-“tween March 28 and April 1. The
Ftruth is that I.did not-go back'to *

Atlanta after buying the rifle in.

Birminghain on March 28..1 did
~#not"éveni‘go back to Atlanta o
-1 the day after the assassination.

- Ray-has been reticent about:
herz ‘he went and with whom he -
tailt - From - “time" A

i

remaining court appeals ¥

':1?:» trial,ghe p:;lll ‘,:tbllcgll.’i’ ¢ I:ti
in . Cincinnat

0.

b ey sacios o by e
";BI nd. its late ctl‘igrctor.l 1‘3&: '

Hoover against Dr. King, At~
forne General

-ordered a review of the FBI's in- |
vestigation of the King murder, -,

Earlier charges by a' retired ..
. FBI agent, Arthur Murtagh, had
‘sparked congressional -and Jus- -




tice Department: intersst in‘an;
alleged FBI smear campaign
against King. Murtagh. has tes-
tified recently before both House'
and Senate mtellxgence com-
mittees. =
“My superiors ~— both in the
Atlanta bureau- and’ Weshmg- 2
ton — washed out leads sug-"
gestmg a right-wing conspir-
acy,” Murtagh told PNS in a
telephone interview from Con-
stable, N.Y., where he is now a
practicing ettomey #Had - a
more thorough investigation
been conducted by the FBIL, I be-
* lieve links would have been es-
tablished between the King as-:

_sassination and the  Kennedy . in .
“murders — both those of‘JFK “*JudgePres

Murtagh wrote:. :“The": bureau
was not admuustratlvely struc-
tured so as to permit intensive
investigation of .espionage” acti-

~vity from the right. All assump-. -

_tions were. made from the van- ..

‘ . an
sground of black.informers.:
intelligence I was receiving

..eourse, created the ¥
for- Hoover’s -electronic sur

_wiretaps.‘after: convincing " the
*then: Attomey ‘Géneral; Robert
P Kennedy, thet there wu':iu
: : b

TS After: nnedy -left eﬁ'ice,
and the imbroglio between Hoo-
ver and King over the invelti
tion of the three slain civil ri
workers . in Mississippi - [when
Hoover called King the “most .
“notorious liar in the U.8,”], Hoo-
ver ordered a beefed-up contin- ~

.and complete," Murtagh. said; .
B ‘Dr. King could not wriggle his

ston, one of Ray’s- attorneys, .t

. court ther_edhad beer; no conspir.
.‘Ray ‘said he_ dis

- Ray argues,.*

ears without the FBI knowmg
‘about it.”” .

* Thus, when Dr. ng declded
t0 return to Memphis April 8;
the FBI would have learned of
the decision as soon as Dr.:

“ revealed it by word of mouth —
in a hotel suite, or by telephone .
conversation. .

# Today, .Ray is serving a 99-

year gentence for Dr. King’s -
" murder. In March 1969, less than °
a year after Dr. King was lulled

-, Ray pleaded  guilty — but -in
'equwocal language — to Dr,

- King's murder at a one-day trial
his -before the late’

uilty :plea, Ray was
ible death sen-

24 ‘hours 'later, after

Ray had been ttaneferred toTen-- -

essee’; State Prison .in -Nash-
ville,” he attempted to reverse his
ilty: plea in a-letter to Battle, -
Ray.said he did not shoot and

. e:'lu Dr. King and had been coerc:

'cked:ﬂmto the ty
‘by'his. then-attormay,g“l

zRay - had pleaded

.at: h hearing, he -
pted his ttorney, Fore-
an, ‘'when man said to the

ttorney’ conéluswn, but both
d‘k"Ba

Te had probably
gpiracy and that Ray

_guilty eas because he did not

_believe: that :a ", full-scale trial .

“"would ‘have revealed any evi- .
d to i ith

ril 3,1968, I
wee gomg to ‘meet two other men -

i and partlcxfete in a gun-and-
, dope smugg :

ing operation.- ..
=] was set u and sucked in,” -

‘I bought the rifle
_that was found on the sidewalk
after: Dr, King's murder, bt t§ld
“did not fire it at Dr. ng

gent of FBI agents to monitor . anyone else. In fact I was several
every-‘movement Dr. ‘King " "blocks away from thescene whén
made,” Murtagh said. . King was shot.” =~ -
s “:Ijhe suryeillance of  King .., . His, attorneys have filedxg s
{ r thxs incident was massive massive brief, asking for a ‘new
trial; contending that the rifle

- -and other items found on. the |
sidewalk were part of a plot to |
frame Ray. .. -

In'the brief, Jamea Les

ran"

; othex of: Rays attorneys, cites

testunomj of - two persons — g "
Memphis’law’ enforcement offi-
_cial @ ,a New: York ballistics”
; ‘Indlcatmg the, nﬂeivfa
-miirder weapon and’ d!
é?ﬁn the sidewalk before,”
ot after, Dr. King's murder.@
».,The FBL balhstlcs expert con-!

%

:*sclously ‘eovered up ‘the: oyl
“dence’ that ;would ﬂa

ve  exon-
erated Ray as the trigger-man by

. not conducting two crucial tests
. -that,"would ~Have conclusxvely

proved the rifle was not the m

+Aer;weapon,.the brief argues.




