S ——

James H. lLiszar May 22, 1975

1231 Fourth Ste Se e Rte L, Box 137
tiaghington, D, C, 20024 Franklin, Tenn, 3706l
& Harold .(eisberg

te Uy

: rederick, Id. 21701

Dear iITiends:
UGoocd newsl Today, in The Temes page 19, big headlines: "Contempt Thrcatened
Asst. Att, . Cen.haile Submits lesignation.” by ZXemneth Jost.

I'd heard wiverified rumor that Haile was fired last Priday, fram wife of enother
Assistant Attorney Ueneral. Today, acconding to the paper, Haile had submitted an
nimpertinent and wholly unsatifactory” answer o Chancellor Ben lanirell regarding a
case under disputs. Cantrell gave Haile ten days to answer properly, or he'd be
charged with contempt of court. & cony of this was placed In the sult and a copy sent
to his boss, Attorney General hshley, Asiley later had hoi words with liaile, and ordered
hin to divest Jimself of his casss at unce. Thereafter, Haile resigned. Ashley says
he's still considering whether or not ¢ accept the resignation. S0, pending thet final
decision, my three Attorney friends, one news repcrier, and one radic station omer, and
myself are preparing a big celshr-tion. Should you and yowrs be around at that time,
surely you are welcCm@e

Haile had alsc earlier sent perscnal letters oriticizing the decision of the five
State Supreme wourt judges.

Perhaps y-u'll get a cory of the origimal article from Jumes Earlf lay.

#r disbarment suit was filed May 2, 1975, while the letter to Cantrell was filed
day 1, 1975, !y filing was simultanecusly dene with a Civil fjghts Complaint in
Ue 5. Ms4rict Yourt here in Nashville wersue the three Board mesbers of the Land Swrveyors
Board, ond Haile. Copy of the disberment canplaint was attached to the Federal sult,
as well as peiition for injunction on behalf of my boss (which we won), el several other
suits, I asked far damsges againct the three Poard members and Haile for viclatlcon
of my Civil idghts (preventing me from getting my licemse ic pracitlse survering), and
also asked that the Federal Court declare the Tennessee land Surve;ing Act as unccnstitutdor
al, respecting aspects of Federal Ccnstitution, No rest nce fr-n the Federal Gourt
has been received as yet, but based on a week's absoxgtion of the Civil &ights
Encyclopoedia (CedeS.) I dom't see how the judpe can legitimately keep me from mresenting
ry case. OSimultanecusly I've asked the Chancery cowrt Stave judge o set a pre~trial
nearing t¢ clarify unetiical motlons attached by Haile in my emissive suit challenging
the conmstitutiona iy of the land ‘urveyors Act based on state “onstituticn. o response
from th:t Judge, either, since ilay 2, 1975 Mearmhile — and most amsing — ycu should
be interssted in my filing of the disbarment svit. I sed Chancer; courts, geing
to Circuit Cowrt for my filinge. The clerk informed me that L'd have to file disbarment
in Chancrry Youwrte [ pulled out the TGA, quoting where I was p ruitted to dc so in
Chancery. iithout cracicing a smile, he underlined HaileSname with his finger, and asked
if that wasn't an iAssistant Attorney Gencral. “hen I said ycs, he informed me that suing
such was not permitted because of immunity. I quoted £i-tiier law, v inting oub thet
attorney generals in disbarment suits were 4o be treated just like any other attorney.
He then went back to argue that the Bar Associations always file their disbarment suits
in Chancer Court. I said I kmew that, but that I felt 1t was tinme for Hemry to be
judged b, 2 group of his peers, namely lay peorles ithout cracking a smile, yoi, and
without further argument, he stamped and filed the suite

Yeairwhile, I've also had a wwo menth delay at ached +0 my teachor tenure sulit
in State Ap vourt, beca neither naile nur ry attorney - etersen wers riady. 90000,
T . L~ -
Itve nov ot cases in different courte, and only ons attormey, on one casee



Jim Petersen some months apo offered to take on the disbarment suit
agalnst laile, but then after sam refloction, he changed his mind, because, he said,
he didn't feel like doing the state a free service when he really had to get back
to the business of earming a living., He has sent copies of ry suit to cther attorneys
in other cities who have had cases begun against Haile, and who have inquired of
dim about what +0 expect,

Itve alsoc filed the suit with the two Bar Associations, receiving the predictable
answering correspondance of nothing, I revised the material scmewhat, and also added
several more footnotes, among which is the Hew York Lew Review study that shows that
only two cne hundredths of ons percent cf attorneys under complaint ars disbarred, and
that ZFey/ e/ iddréd/ virtually one hundired percent of those are for "stenling the
clients money." ‘he obvious conelusion is that Dar Associations, generally, considering
this act as the chlef and only reagon for pressing a claim.

I do believe that if Federal Jutige lorton permite my claim, I'1ll te able to
attract an atitorney, particularly if the Jwige also permits legal fees, as I 've requested,
However, the disbarment suilt is wery likely to have % be run by myself. I don't know
court etiquitie as I should, and I've never btefore argued before a jury. However, I think
the brief is sc tight respocting the proof and order of proof that I will have less
trouble with that than in Federal Cowrt, though the latter is more straight forward., As
an exfl-school teacher, too, Ithink I can argue before a jury better than I can before
a Judge., If only one statement in mp\izrdef is amendable to trial, the trial will have to
go before the jury To prove my ims before the jwy I can draw upcn the following
two important souwrces: The Governor's office, to vorify that Haile did in foct interfere
with my right to take the land Surveyors exan, and that he did unduly prejudice the Board
against me — a news paper reporter wmho, two nights ago, finelly agreed to testify on
the slander. “therwise, virtually everything else I've quoted is a matter of public
record amendable 1o proof either in the documents (and Bills of Ixceptions)themselves
or some five other attorneys who, like it or not, must come amd testiiy zs to the events
that transpired, what was said, and the ocutcumes.

Furthermore, affidavits from such as yourselves (or your perscnal testimonges, were
you free tu cme), plus the latest fcoraw reported in today's paper, should leave little
dadbt that Haile has a pattern of unethical behavior,.

I would dearly love an attormey for this job — since I really dislike courtroom
work — but I franldy see no way to get ones That fact may change, however, if the
Attorney Yeneral makes the decision not o defend Haile on the disbarment chargee.

I am probably more familizr with Haile's psychology than most attorneys would be
(I was a research psycholegist for lf years, plus later z psychometrist, rlus other
things) so I probably would nct be as likely to overlock his possible behavior rosponses
as others. I've endured three days of steady questioning by Haile, under the most
adverse pressure designed to break me, and have meintained a steady and amused attitude
toward nis juvenile and quite predigtable responses, even to the noint of watching his
gorge rise — 50 I think I can handle that pert. I've also submitted as many-~a.
169 questions (interpogaterics) to Haile in a former unsuccessful slander suit, so I
know those rules, too, However, as I've already sald, I'm not at all harpy with
representing myself, nor of having tc face the test of "on the feet thinking®™ in public.
Sooo, please give me whatover advice, strategies, gquestions, etc that you think adviseable.
Be assured I'El find a way tc wse them, ind if, porchance, a helping attorney comes
along, I'1l put the two of you-fEiEesSefmers) in touch at once.

Meanwhile, thanks, much, much thanis, to both of you

Perry ke Uhapxdelaine

Ft "S-t :%mer,egting e al question: If Haile is disbarred on uncthical groundsg what
2 g his past beh r have usoen importan sults? ] y f
SHeocs, 5000 (8 pasy Dejavior jave \pon Smporiant lawsults? 4nq jow presenbed)



