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Vear lir. Hatner,

Getting the bl to transfer any CISrLS records to the Hational archives real.y is
the lkind of victory the 4P story iu this morning's Washinfton Fost yuotes you as calling
it. sut it does not mean what that same story leads off with, purging of the FiI's files
of all those records,

Gener.dly, and I'i certain in this instance, the ¥uI pretends that all its records
sre in its headquarters fmain" files and almost invariably this is fulse. My guess is that
it is trunsterring the Hy "main" CISEES file - and nothing clse,

all investigations and nost redords are in the field offices, in tlis case probably
Jallas, The field offices do not send everything to Hq. They also distributed copies to
other field offices and to all the innuerable "intelligence" agencies. The Xeroxing
machines work overtiue in muddn: copies for "see" filing, cross-rervrencing, and dupli-
c.te filing at Hy, referred to ag "lipt Recorded" bucause they.are not in the main file,
which is the "recorded” file,

In the field and at Hq it is comon pructise to file a copy of ench record naking
reference to a name in a separate file for that nume.

Then there are the ticklers, field and iik, all loaded uith not only copies of any
particular record being processed but with selections Trou the main filey of other classi-
fications and descriptions including thosc names and agents' notes and reminders,

lealth and age have kept ne from keeping uy to date on the PUl's filings procedures
but I am confident that no civil-liberties revolution has taken pluce thare. So many of
them are genuinely convinced that wrong is right they find ways of perpetuating the wrong
and are dedicated to it and their conept of patidiotism it reflects,

I forgot to mention the fact that although the ¥BI steadfastly denies it, even when
it is, literally, perjury, the various Hy divisions have ext-nsive files of their own and
there is little doubt that CISFES records will remain there, subject to l.ter rotrieval
for iuproper and hurtful uses.

I do not know the degmee to which Center people have been able to familiarize then—
selves with the ¥BI's filing and related procedures so 1 include a couple of pages from
one of its publi.ations on its tiles. These indicate, to a degree, how if you wunt to you
can determine from the file narikings what else has been done with wdin file copies, how
they ure marked for inddxding, cte.

and don't forget the multitudinous cards nd now 1 suppose the computer entries
for indexing, The story meke no reference to then being trunsferred.

Bverything é:c(:ept perhaps some Hy comment will still exdist in <he Dullas office,
subject to retrieval through the Dallas central index. and in some political cases the
field offices make spociul indexes of records that they do not incorporate in the contral

indeds, They also use some arbitrury file classifications for such records to be uble to
frustrate a seemingly full search, iecords of surveillances are filed as "aduats" or
"administrative matters," clasvification 66, and ure nover searched. Yhis is hou they hid
the Ur. “ing tapes, not one oi' .hich w.s in a ly méin tile 0 uny o-her there, all field.

So, congratulations on whut you have done. But don'+ believe that the files were
really purged and that all those inuocent peovle can't still be hurt.

T

oll Weisberg
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FBI to Purge Files of Policy Protesters

mmaoa% of 1983-85 Central America Probe Will Go to Archives

PBBBE Press

The FBI said it will purge its files
. of thousands of names of people and
| organizations collected during its
. controversial i investigation of Amer-
 icans who protested U.S. policy in
+ Central America.
FBI Director William S. momm_onm
i disclosed the plan to transfer rec-
{ ords of the bureau’s 1983-85 probe
| of the Coalition in Solidarity with
i the People of El Salvador (CISPES)
! to the National Archives and Rec-
; ords Administration in letter to
: Congress released Friday.
. Sessions's decision was hailed as
; a victory for CISPES by the Center
i i for Constitutional Em_:m. which had
- represented the group in a lawsuit
that obtained documents disclosing
the domestic spying operation.
Sessions conceded last year that
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
" | overstepped its bounds by conduct-

ing domestic surveillance of polit-
ical groups allied with CISPES.

Six  supervisory-level mnu:nw
were disciplined and the Senate in-
telligence committee sharply crit-
icized the investigation, which took
place when William H. Webster was
director of the agency. (Webster is
now head of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency.)

“Clearly we see this as a major
cave-in by the FBI and a real impor-
tant victory in the fight against sur-
veillance,” said Michael Ratner, an
attorney at the New York-based
center,

“It's a big victory for the FBI to
finally concede they have no busi-
ness snooping in these files, that
they belong in the National Ar-
chives under very secure protec-
tion,” Ratner said.

CISPES also sued the FBI to
force it to remove the names of in-
nocent people from case files by

transferring the records to the Ar-
chives. The group is appealing a
federal judge's dismissal of the law-
suit.

Sessions disclosed his decision in
an Oct. 27 letter to Rep. Don Ed-
wards (D-Calif.), chairman of the
House Judiciary subcommittee on
civil and constitutional rights,

“Transferral of the records to the
Archives will protect the thousands
of innocent individuals whose
names appear in these files even
though they were not even sus-
pected of anything illegal,” Ed-
wards, chairman of the House Ju-
diciary subcommittee on civil and
constitutional rights, said in a state-
ment Friday,

FBI spokesman Milt Ahlerich
said the transfer will take place “af-
ter we are satisfied that the confi-
dential relationships that the FBI
had with citizens who chose to as-
sist us in those investigations will

be preserved,” he said. In his letter
to Edwards, Sessions said any
agreement negotiated with the Ar-
chives would enable the FBI to con-
tinue to use the CISPES files in
pending litigation, to which Ratner
said he had no objection.

The CISPES surveillance and
infiltration that was conducted be-
tween 1983 and 1985 was based on
tips to the FBI that individuals af-
filiated with the groups were linked
with international terrorist organ-
izations.

The Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence, in a sharply ecritical
report last summer, concluded that
the investigation was based on “al-
legations that should not have been
considered credible.”

According to the intelligence com-
mittee report, the CISPES investi-
gation resulted in the names of 2,375
individuals and 1,330 groups being
placed in the FBI's central investi-
gative index for easy retrieval.

In congressional testimony last
year, Sessions admitted that the in-
vestigation “caused information on

rank-and-file members who had noth- |

ing to do with international terrorism
to be included in FBI case files.”




