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Getting the eel to transfer any UISiee recorde to the eatioeal .archives really is the kind of victory the el)  story ie this morning's Waehington Post euoten you as calling it. cut it does not mean what that same story leads off with, purging of the FDI's files of all those records. 

Generally, and 1'9 certain in this instance, the VeI pretends that all it:; records are in its headquarters Amain" files and almost invariably this is false. My guess is that it is transferring the He "main" (Zeikel file - and nothing else. 
all inveetieations and most records are in the field offices, in this case probably eallas. The field offices do not send everything to He. They also distributed copies to other field offices and to all the innumerable "intelligence" agencies. The xeroxing machines work overtime in mukine copies for "see" filing, cross-referencing, and dupli-c.te filing at He, referred to as "Nit Recorded" because theyeare not in the main file, which is the "recorded" file. 

In the field and at 114 it is com,on practise to file a copy of each record Peking reference to a name in a separate file for that name. 
Teen there are the ticklers, field and he, all loaded with not only copies of nay particular record being processed but with selections froe the main files of other classi-fications and descriptions including those names and agents' notes and reminders. 
health and age have kept me from keeping up to elite on the PeI's filings procedures but I an confident that no civil-liberties revolution has taken place there. So many of them are genuinely convinced that wrong is right they find ways of perpetuatine the wrong and are dedicatee to it and their conept of pateiotiem it reflects. 
forgot to mention the fact that although the eBI steadfastly denies it, even when it is, literally, perjury, the various He divisions have extensive files of their own and there is little doubt that eleeES records will remain there, subject to leter retrieval for inproper and hurtful uses. 

I do nut know the degree to which °enter people have been able to familiarize them-selves with the eeIle filing and related procedures so I include a couple of ;page:: from one of its publi.eitions on its files. These indicate, to a degree, how if you went to you can determine from the file nareings what else has been done with mein file copies, how they are marked for inddeing, etc. 
end don't forget the multitudinous. cards end now I suppose the computer entries for indeeing. The story make no reference to them being transferred. 
Everything icept perhaps some He comment will still exist in the Dallas orY'ice, subject to retrieval through the Dallas central index. end in some political cases the field offices make special indexes of records that they do not incorporate in the central indel. They also use some arbitrary file classifications for such records to be able to frustrate a seemingly full search. Records of surveillances are filed as "actuate" or "administrative matters," classification 66, and era never searched. 	is hoe they hid the pr. eine tapes, not one of Ahich lees in a h mein file oe any oeher there. all field. 
So, congratulations on whet you have done. cut don't believe that the files were really purged and that ale those innocent people can't still be hurt. 

o Weisberg 
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FB
I to Purge Files of Policy Protesters 

R
ecords of 1983-85 C

entral A
m

erica P
robe W

ill G
o to A

rchives 
A

ssociated Press 

T
he F

B
I said it w

ill purge its files 
of thousands of nam

es of people and 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

s co
llected

 d
u

rin
g

 its 
controversial investigation of A

m
er-

ican
s w

h
o
 p

ro
tested

 U
.S

. p
o
licy

 in
 

C
entral A

m
erica. 

F
B

I D
irector W

illiam
 S

. S
essions 

d
isclo

sed
 th

e p
lan

 to
 tran

sfer rec-
ords of the bureau's 1983-85 probe 
o
f th

e C
o
alitio

n
 in

 S
o
lid

arity
 w

ith
 

the P
eople of E

l S
alvador (C

IS
P

E
S

) 
to

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

rch
iv

es an
d
 R

ec-
o
rd

s A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 in

 letter to
 

C
ongress released F

riday. 
S

essions's decision w
as hailed as 

a victory for C
IS

P
E

S
 by the C

enter 
for C

onstitutional R
ights, w

hich had 
rep

resen
ted

 th
e g

ro
u
p
 in

 a law
su

it 
that obtained docum

ents disclosing 
the dom

estic spying operation. 
S

essio
n
s co

n
ced

ed
 last y

ear th
at 

the F
ederal B

ureau of Investigation 
overstepped its bounds by conduct- 

in
g
 d

o
m

estic su
rv

eillan
ce o

f p
o
lit-

ical groups allied w
ith C

IS
P

E
S

. 
S

ix
 su

p
e
rv

iso
ry

-le
v

e
l a

g
e
n

ts 
w

ere disciplined and the S
enate in-

tellig
en

ce co
m

m
ittee sh

arp
ly

 crit-
icized the investigation, w

hich took 
place w

hen W
illiam

 H
. W

ebster w
as 

d
irecto

r o
f th

e ag
en

cy
. (W

eb
ster is 

n
o
w

 h
ead

 o
f th

e C
en

tral In
telli-

gence A
gency.) 

"C
learly

 w
e see th

is as a m
ajo

r 
cave-in by the F

B
I and a real im

por-
tant victory in the fight against sur-
veillance," said M

ichael R
atner, an 

atto
rn

ey
 at th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

-b
ased

 
cen

ter. 
"It's a b

ig
 v

icto
ry

 fo
r th

e F
B

I to
 

fin
ally

 co
n
ced

e th
ey

 h
av

e n
o
 b

u
si-

n
ess sn

o
o
p
in

g
 in

 th
ese files, th

at 
th

ey
 b

elo
n
g
 in

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

r-
ch

iv
es u

n
d
er v

ery
 secu

re p
ro

tec-
tion," R

atner said. 
C

IS
P

E
S

 also
 su

ed
 th

e F
B

I to
 

force it to rem
ove the nam

es of in-
n
o

cen
t p

eo
p
le fro

m
 case files b

y
  

tran
sferrin

g
 th

e reco
rd

s to
 th

e A
r-

ch
iv

es. T
h
e g

ro
u
p
 is ap

p
ealin

g
 a 

federal judge's dism
issal of the law

-
suit. 

S
essions disclosed his decision in 

an
 O

ct. 2
7

 letter to
 R

ep
. D

o
n

 E
d

-
w

ard
s (D

-C
alif.), ch

airm
an

 o
f th

e 
H

o
u
se Ju

d
iciary

 su
b
co

m
m

ittee o
n
 

civil and constitutional rights. 
"T

ransferral of the records to the 
A

rchives w
ill protect the thousands 

o
f in

n
o

c
e
n

t in
d

iv
id

u
a
ls w

h
o

se
 

n
am

es ap
p

ear in
 th

ese files ev
en

 
th

o
u

g
h

 th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t ev

en
 su

s-
p
ected

 o
f an

y
th

in
g
 illeg

al," E
d
-

w
ard

s, ch
airm

an
 o

f th
e H

o
u

se Ju
-

d
iciary

 su
b
co

m
m

ittee o
n
 civ

il an
d
 

constitutional rights, said in a state-
m

ent F
riday, 

F
B

I sp
o

k
esm

an
 M

ilt A
h

lerich
 

said the transfer w
ill take place "af-

ter w
e are satisfied

 th
at th

e co
n
fi-

d
en

tial relatio
n
sh

ip
s th

at th
e F

B
I 

h
ad

 w
ith

 citizen
s w

h
o
 ch

o
se to

 as-
sist u

s in
 th

o
se in

v
estig

atio
n
s w

ill  

be preserved," he said. In his letter 
to

 E
d
w

a
rd

s, S
e
ssio

n
s sa

id
 a

n
y
 

ag
reem

en
t n

eg
o

tiated
 w

ith
 th

e A
r-

chives w
ould enable the F

B
I to con-

tin
u

e to
 u

se th
e C

IS
P

E
S

 files in
 

pending litigation, to w
hich R

atner 
said he had no objection. 

T
h
e C

IS
P

E
S

 su
rv

eillan
ce an

d
 

in
filtratio

n
 th

at w
as co

n
d
u
cted

 b
e-

tw
een 1983 and 1985 w

as based on 
tip

s to
 th

e F
B

I th
at in

d
iv

id
u
als af-

filiated w
ith the groups w

ere linked 
w

ith
 in

tern
atio

n
al terro

rist o
rg

an
-

izations. 
T

he S
enate S

elect C
om

m
ittee on 

In
tellig

en
ce, in

 a sh
arp

ly
 critical 

report last sum
m

er, concluded that 
the investigation w

as based on "al-
legations that should not have been 
considered credible." 

A
ccording to the intelligence com

-
m

ittee rep
o

rt, th
e C

IS
P

E
S

 in
v

esti-
gation resulted in the nam

es of 2,375 
individuals and 1,330 groups being 
p
laced

 in
 th

e F
B

I's cen
tral in

v
esti-

gative index for easy retrieval. 
In

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al testim

o
n
y
 last 

year, S
essions adm

itted that the in-
vestigation "caused inform

ation on 
rank-and-file m

em
bers w

ho had noth-
ing to do w

ith international terrorism
 

to be included in F
B

I case files." 


