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Marine has completec nn|

latest assignment with the Presidential Guard ploteutmgl
President Eisenhower during the chief executive's vaca

tior

He
Mr.
37 Hranklin P1,

The Island lea-
therneck now
will | report to
Washington, D.
C., for further
duty| with the
P rle sidential
Guard.

Cataneo, a for-
mer| Porl Rich-
mond High
Schopl  student,

entered the ser-

vice | in Decem-
ber, [1938. He re-
ceived his initial
ris Island, S.C.
Tt
a promdtion to |

- -

-—

at Newport, R.I.
is Jack Cataneo,
and Mrs. Albert Cataneo. of

Jack
Cataneo -

training at Par-

e [slander recently received

ance corporal.

s aa

son of,
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Cuban Intelligence and t

ic meetings took place in 1995,
together American rescarchers and

T

helpafi
Smith, Ph.
lition mem|
and di:

conference of the Coalitinn, and showed fontage
ofthe Ria eonference ot the event, This meetng
ot internatignal Press antention, and some coy-

eral Fabian Fsealanre, former chicf of Cuban
intelligence, agd his assistant Arruro Rodrigues,
andformer Cy pandiplamatielizison to e United
States, Carlos Lechuga. Cuban ang American
transiators assifred in ghe meetngs. Among the
Coaaliton officers and members who amended
were Wane §mith, Ph.D., Peter Daje Scom,
Ph.D., John Néwman, Ph.D., James Lesar, Esq,,

Anthony Sum mers, Gordon Winslow, Dick
Russell and J Judge. Peter Kombluh, staff

Fransportation for the Cubans
and other costs jwere Provided by Gulf Stream
Airways, Punmiyo, and Wayne Smith,
General Fabjian Escafante was familiarwich
umerons Cuban and American figures whose
names have been associated with the JFK mur-
tler, and Culy conducted nvo mvestigation into
Dese maeers, HE was in charge of both invesg-
fadons, carried qurin 1964 3¢ the requesc of the
Varren Commigsion, and in 1978, in coopera-
ion with the House Seleet Conunitree an Assas-
inations, Hewasglsy partofa Cyban study done

'pan Secrpts

m"‘—ﬁ—-—n-—-ﬁ_—w_._.ﬁ..,.._. ok s il
| it e

MAIL BOXES ETC

!

in 1965-66 of the CIA's AM/LASH operadon,
Cubs never carried our an independent invesyi.
gntion into the marter, lyg they atteinpred to
provide answers g the questions rajsed by the
US. probes. Escalunre and Rodriguez have re-

well. He condyicred 157 interviews with Cybans
linked to the case, relying on American research
toselect some ofthe pames, Hisconclusionis thar
the plot againse JTK grew from 4 larger plog
against Castro and Culyg,

Gcncn]E:qrmrcmdArmoRadﬁguuprc-
sented information during the meetings ean-
cerning Jack Ruby and whae Cuban intelligence
knuw abaut his refagion to Cuba. What follows i
Emhnm‘smcoundngof their knowledge aboye
Ruby.

One imporumwimmwas]ostdd Vescia, an
officer in 1959 ag 4 Cuban prisan amp for
wndocumented aljens which included Santos
Trafficante, Je, and ather Americans who had
worked in the Cyban gambling industry. The
documents are sl clagsified, buc they reveal
Trafficante’s Bresence in June of 1959,
Traffcants, well known tothe Cubans, wassought

“undesirable alien."” Flo was wanted by the LS,
Bureau of Narcotics and by Interpal.

However, Ly August, unconfirmed reports
suggest that Trafficante was alloweq foleave the
@mp to aend the inarriage of his daughrer. He
35 3lsa in cantaer with Rolandg Cubela, the
ClA'sagenr AN VLASH, aswas his Cuban lawyer
Rafael Garcia Banyo. They were pettioning for
his release from the camp. Cubela also had ties 1o
ormnized erime and to Edie "Bayo," another
CIA plotter against Castro, Earlier, Trafficante
and Cubiela had also known Carlos Tepeding, an
Ttalian removed by the CIAin 1959, whe usec the
code name ANAVHIP, Tepedine plaved s role
inthe CLy reeruitment of Cubels, who remained
in Cuba ungl 1963, then worked in Spain for the
Cl\involveding plotagainst Castrawith Cubely
and Manuel Artime,

In 1961, Cubiely was i Mesico City, in touch
witha Cldsgent whose description suggests thag
it was David Acdge Phillips, 3 “eall man, Anglo-
Saxon type, abour 4 vears, thin, hair receding,
big ceeth, bags under eyes, Evod manners, well

essed, sociable, spoke Muenc Spanish.” By
March, 1961, the CIA and Mahia were working
together to plog aainst Castro, and 4 plan was
harched togerRolundo Cubsela and Jyan Cordoba
out of Cuba, along widh an assocdate of Sanos
Trafficante by the and of the month. Cubely fia

TEL 281-436-9199

he JFK Assassination

just rerurned from AMexico City an Marel, 4, and
the CIA Inspecior General's report reveals thge

period wo kill Casero,

Touse Seleet Commitree investigators Rols.
ert Blakey, Ed Lapez and Richard Pryor inger-
vicwed Cuban Interior and Forcign Minisiey
officials, including those in charge of the imni-
gradon camps. One Cuban official was eerrified

bered Sanuos Trafficante, and thar he stll feared
that he could be kiljed, He recalled how inpor-
rant Trafficance was in the camp, and how many
visitors he had, A Brigsh journalise, Wilsen
Hudson was in the same camp, and recaflod
secing Jack Ruby's assoiare Louis McWillic ar
Traffiante'scasing, The Cubanoﬂ'miq}hch:r;:
of the camp died without making 3 declaradan,
bur the Cubans are convinged thac Jack Rubyand
McWillie visiced Trafficane at the camp,
Cuban archives conraiped 3 copy of an engy
card that proves Jack Ruby entered the countryin
August and Seprember of 1959, from bodh New
Orleans and liami, and chae appears in the
HSCA magerig)s, They suspeer he helped 1o
cxwact gambling money back o the United
States. He knew MeWillie, wha was linked to
Trfficante’s casino. Trafficante was finally ex.
pelicdin January, 1960, nd Ruby neverretumed
to Cuba. Trafficante was released, despite v
dence of criminal oy, beeause the Interior
Ministry said there was no arrestorder for him in
the United States, bused un conversatans with
the LS. Embassy, and he could no lunger be
detained legally, The person who approved
Trafficante’s release way Cesa Blanco, an ufficer
in charge of public order a1 the e | e had il
authoriey to s so, and g was norunisial, facking
orders for his arrese. Poger Dale Seom wondered
if this official way Cesa Rlancs Guricrres, 4
counter-revolutionaryin the November 10.\ love-
ment. Esalunte recalled that the offigal had
Fome to the United Stares, After Trafficanre way
released, he staved at the [{avana Riviera hoeel,
He was tid to two Cubans, Fernando Ortem
who managed his casine "Sans Souci," and
Herinenio Diaz Garcia, his bexlypuard.
Hermenio Disz Garcig ok partia a plot o
kill Castro in November, 1960 with Chiengo
Matia figure Richard Cain, Disz was alyo in-
volved in dhe plot against JFR. He died in Cul
in May, 1966, conlrondng Cyban froops in an
Arempr 1o encer 1 lavany illegally. American re-
searchers have tied Jock Ruby to Rabere
McReowan, who g 5 coffee business in Cibain
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(J the 19505, and who was cogagedinanns traffick-

ing} MeKeowan was tieed to Carly Prio Socarmas,
a former Cuban president, and o CIA agent
Frapk (Fiorini) Sturgis. American sourees say
thatMcKeowan sentalotter tuJack Ruby, asking
him to sell weapons to the Culrang in 1959, The
Cubian imelligence notwork g lirde knowledge
of chis incident, aldiough one Cuban ex-officer
recallee an offer of theap weapons made by
Asndrieans at the same gine Ruby was in Cuba,
Coalidon members and others presenc at-
:cm;r::d vo fill in the dewsils aboye Ruby's Culan
connections. Peter Dale Seor recalled 3 CBC
documentary in 1977 which interviewed people
in Chisago who had done import-export busi-
ness with Cuba. They gor pastial carroboration
thar Ruby was part of these operations, bue did
not Pise it Ruby visited Trafficante ,at
Trangamerica, McWillie rold the HSCA that he
had gtine 16 Cubsa, and perhaps Ruby had come
with lim, McWillic mer Dino Cellini and John
Lansky there. Culling was part of the CLA/A affy
plots Jeinst Castro, He aléo saw Guiseppe di
Giorglo, anajor courierin narcatics traffic ac the
time. i Giorgio was involved in moving stolen
securiges from Canadian to Swigs banks, and
Ruby may have known abour this case. Di
Giorgip's liwyer, Louis Kurtner, knew Rubywell
in Chigage. Di Giorgio also used the alias Picrre
Canavdsc.

Fcylante revealed that no records of regisora-
fion at the canps still exist, and that the arrange-
Incnt infthe 1960s was not that formal Juse before
the Bay ofPigsimasionin 1961, all recordarchives
were mbved several Smes 1o protect them, and
non-essgndal files were destroyad to preserve the
most imporant information. Documents were
stored and hidden in boxes, burwere not retrigved

hidden
ments hive deteriorated with humidity and age,
andl are now unreadable, Resonrcos for presena-
tion are lerrer now, an an effort will be made to
restare the information and seck govermuneny
permission to release these flas.

‘The fles Escalante ysed in his research on

Ruby havg yet 1o be released, and thereare fow of
them. Others may exist, but their lncadon is not
known. There is no formal declassification pra-
cedure for docwnents in Cuba, it has nor been
discussed. | Seleeted files wore given to the War.
ren Cammission and the FISCA by Culba to use
as they saw fit. Contaers with Warren Commis-
sion staffwere made through the Swiss Embassy,
and the Dgparmient of State wrote for clarifica-
ton on Ruby's visit to Cula,

Escalunte was aware of statements male re-
cently by Fidel Castrn concerning an offer to

Opan SICI'T!

4

sdechssify JFK assassination documents, ang had
readabioutitin Paris AMach, e suggested direct
concict with Castro to dewermine which docu-
ments were being discussed. One researcher wag
told bya Ciiban uﬂ'winldmldcclnsiﬂutiunwmdd
take owo to five years. Fscalane confimed thar
the location and refease of these files was por 2
priority for theirofficials, since swvivalwas more
eatical. e sugposted dur die mamer be pre-
sented to the National Congress in Cuba, At the
tmeafthe HSCA, Cascrometwith theirsaaffand
offered 1o give files wo them, but they showed
lietle incerestin the records, Jeremy Gunn of the
ARRB asked whether Castro wonld e willing to
renew the offer now.

Esealanterecalled dmrd\rllS(‘_-\onb-suught
answers (0 specific questions thev asked, and the
relevane documents were declassified and handed
over. Escalante direeted a Culian investipadon
into the history of the assassination in 1991.3,
b:su!un:mmdmunums.ﬂ\isinqtﬁq'lonh:l
in directions that the FISCA never mengoned,
Castra knew only aboue whac the FISCA asked
for. An exchange of documents concerning the
Bay of lligs and the Cuban Missite crisis have
recently begun, and mighe be expanded to in-
clude the JFK records. Asa result of the Nassay
meedng, 2 new request for records will be made,
but the decision does not rest with Escalante.
Given Caswo's previous responses, thers s 3
likelthood that it will be approved.

In addidon, informaton abous the as3385iN3-
tan was shared between Cuban intelligenee and
the Saviet KGB from the \Warren Cammission
period. The KGR sene 3 file they had on Oswald
to Cuba, coneerning his activites inside dhe So-
viet Union. Escalante feltitdid notpravide much
new information. The Review Board was wrged
fa contact the Cuban govemment to ask for
further declassification of documents, and the
Cubans present indicared their intenton to seek
permission for release of the filcs,

Many ather imporane topics were covered 3¢
this eeting, including details concerning the
relationship between JolmF.Kcmwdy:ndCusuo,
and Carlos Lechug’s recollection of an attempt
by US. Ambassailor Arwood, on behalf of the
president, to open dialogue just before the assas-
sination. Ward of these approaches, according to
Esealante’s intelligence information, was spread
to the anti«Castra Cubans in Miami, and may
have precipitated thedmingoftheirinvolvement
in the assassinadion. .

" CIA agent David Alee Phillips, in charge of
the JM/WAVE aperation, wasa topic of discus-
sion. The Culuns have additional information
thar Phillips used the alias "Mayrice Bishop™ in
contictswithand-Castro Cubansand Leel [arvey

N 4

3

et laAts
?7 7(&0% 6

95“'!’!1 This led (0 5 ()] exchange of informa.
bon concemning the various anti-Castro groups
and individuals who are finkeg with assassination
ateempts against Castro and the mur-
der. Escalante mentioned the background of
Elladio del Valle, 2n 550cate of David Ferrie.,
Del Valle had beena police off ﬁn:rnnd:kgishmf
in che Batisty govermunent, and had worked with
Sancos Tiafficante, RnthoMurmmdod,“
Barista assaciates o overthrow the Cuban gov-
ernment. David Ferrie snd del Valle partci

in overflights and mids of Cuba in 1962, Cuban
intelligence had penerrted the group, and kayew
thax de! Valle ofen spoke of killing Kennedy ro
solve the "Cuban probiem.” Tony Questa re-
vealed to Cuhan ineelli gence agents in 1978 thae
del Valleand [ Ierminio Diszwercinvolvedin the
JFK plot. Escatante prorected theinfonmarion a
the dme, since they did not know who del Valle
was, bur feels no farther obligation to conceal j¢
now that Questa is dead, Del Valle and Ferrie
died, or were murdered, on the same day,

Oswald's acdvitics in New Orleans with the
and-Casoro Cubans was another topic of scru-
tny. The Cubans made dear their hypothesis
that his Fair Play for Cuba Membership, and
other manufactured links of Oswald to the Cy-
ban government, serveda purposein Dallas, Had
the plan not gone awry, the Culians believe that
Oswald would have been billed, and then Castro
blamed for the murder of Kennedy, s a precest
forinvasion of Cuba, Oswald's reported visits to
the Cuban and Sovier embassics in Mexico was
the major topic of the last hours of the confge.
ence. Arturo Rodrigues presented aslide show of
documents and photographs thar explained in
grear detail the Ameriean surveillance methods
that were in wse at the sme ar both embassies in
Mexico CI'K)'.

This was an historic meeting between long-
tineJFK assassination researchers and the Cuyban
officials who wimessed dic cvents ac the time of
Kennedy's murder and beyond. As the sharing of
information progressed, a bond of openuess and
oust developed with the Cubans. Bocy groups
wercFord:cumiug.:mltpﬁngwgcutd::uudmt
the cvents from their divergent perspectives. The
meedng ended with general agreement that a
more ambidous conference should be planned for
the furure, perhaps o invalve high-level Kenncdy
ulministradon officials in the discussion, Similar
!l'lccr.in‘,:shll'c been held l‘ECClltly bc.-m-ccn.'\mcti-
can, Cuban and Soviee officials cuncemning the
histoey of the Bay of Pigs and the Missilc Crisis,
and have shed light on the evenss of the early
1960s. The Conlition will continue ro encoumge
this exchange, and seck full release of all govern-
ments' files on the Kennedy asxassination. n
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In grateful recognition of 1s
loyal and dedicated member

of the City Of New York .

{ years of setvice as g
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