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Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cataneo .of 
37 F 

TI- 
the 
will 

Jack 
Cataneo 

rectishileo 4ioe4Atvie-  C42,42 y  4)4Ic/no  
Uniform 

sland Marine Is Serving 
With Presidential Guard 

/47v /90 d.5,-7vc,--  
By The Mail Clerk MovD/91-e7  

A Castleton Corners C.S. 11Iarine has completed hk 
lat st assignment with the Presidential Guard protecting 
President Eisenhower during the chief executive's vaca-
tior at Newport, R.I. 

He is Jack Cataneo, son of 

raniclin Pi. 
e Island lea. 
eck now 
report to 

'Washington. D. 
C., for further 
duty with the 
Pr e s i dential 
Gua!TI. 

Caltaneo, a for-
mer Port Rich-
mo d High 
Scho 1 	student, 
ente.ed the ser-
vice in Decem-
ber, 1958. He re-
ceiv d his initial training at Par-
ris I land, S.C. 

The Islander recently received 
a promotion to lancc. corporal. 
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Cu6n Intelligence and the JFK Assassination Two hi title meetings took place in 1995, brine g together American rs=archers and writes, Whp have worked on the JFK assassina-tion, and kformer diplomatic and intelligence officers from dte Cuban government at the time of the even . Both events were arranged with the helpofC inottAdvisoryBoardmcmber Wayne Smith, Ph ., and attended by many ocher Coa-lition mem rs and officers. The presentations and discus arts were recorded, and the Cuban officials wee urged to work for release of their govemmen fiks concerning the assassination. The firs conference was arranged in Rio di Jantero wi the help of the Brazilian govern-ment, who covered transportation costs for both Cuban and rimerican participants. Brazilian jour-nalist Claudia Furiati, whose documentary film and recent Book, ZR We, include information drawn from ..he Cuban archives. assisted in the invitations. Fluriati also amended the 1995 annual conference 4che Coalition, and showed footage of the Rao conference et the event. This meeting got international proms anenoon, and some cm-crape in the United Stun. John Newman. Ph.D , and author oflOsuald and the CIA, attended and worked with c Coalition from Brazil CO release an important tory coneenai ngOso,mid's connec-tion with the 131. 
A smaller thca-ing took place in early De-cember in N au. Bahamas, attended by Gen- eral Fabian 	ante, former chief of Cuban intelligence, a d his assistant Arnaro Rodriguez and former Cu 	diplomatic liaison to the United States, Carlos Lechup. Cuban and Arnenean translators as red in the meetings. Among the Coalition off 	and members who attended were Wayne math, Ph.D.. Peter Dale Scott, Ph.D., John N mien, Ph.D „ James Lesar, Esq.. Anthony Sum ers, Gordon Vi'inslow. Dick Russell and Jo Judge. Peter Knrnbluh, a staff member of rh National Security Archives (a non-profit age a), Jeremy Gunn, research  di- rectoratthe: 	nation Records Review Bo-an/. and seserat or r independent reseerchen at-tended. Fl.1.311111 r transportation for the Cubans and other cum were post-Wed by Gulf Scream Airways. Puram yo, and Wayne Smith. General Fa 'an Eseelante was familiar with numerous Cut and American figures whose nainsa have bee associated with the JFK mur-der, and Cuba e nducted two investigation into hue matters, 	was in charge of both investi- rations, carried tit 1411964 at the request of the Ararren Commission, and in 19Th, in coopera - ion with the Hods Select Committee an Asses-inadons. Hcwaslaleu part ofa ClIbatiamily done 

ipon Settees 

in 1965-66 of the CIA's AWASH operation. Cuba never earned out an independent investi- gation into the matter, but they attempted to provide answers to the questions raised by the U.S. probes. Escalante and Rodriguez have re- cently completed a book on the assassination as well. He conducted 157 interviews with Cubans linked to the case, relying on American research to select some of the names. Hiseanclusion is that the plot againsr JFK grew from a larger plot against Castro and Cuba. 
General Escalante and Arturo Rodriguez pre-sented information during the meetings con- cerning Jack Ruby and what Cuban intelligence !mew a bout fun relation to Cuba. What follows is Escalantes recounting of their knowledge about Ruby. 

One important %vim els was Jose del Vesci a , an officer in 1959 at a Cuban prison camp for tutdocumented aliens which included Santos Trefficantc, Jr. and other Americana who had worked in the Cuban gambling industry. The documents are still classified, but they reveal Trafficance's presence in June of 1959. Trafficante.welllatoon to the Cubans, waslought our for arrest and detention at the camp until he could be sent hack to the United States as an "undesirable alien." I k was wanted by the U.S. Bureau of Narcotics and by Interpol. 
However, by August, unconfirmed reports suggest that Tnffirante was allowed to leave the camp to attend the marriai,m of his daughter. lie Was also in contact with Rolando Cubela, the CLA's agent A3 VLAS hi, as was his Cuban lawyer Rafael Garcia [Lunn. They were petitioning for his release from the camp. Cubela also had ties to organized crime and to Eddie "Bayo," another CIA plotter against Castro. Earlier, Trafficante and Cubela had also known Carlos Tepedino, an Italian removed by the CIA in 1959,who used the code name A.\l/W1-31P. Tepedino played a role in the CIA recruitment ofCulacia, who remained in Cuba until 1963, then worked m Spain for the CIA, involved in a plotagainst Cat cro with C illy la and Manuel Amine. 

In 1961, Cubela was in Mexico City, in touch With a CL-ka gent whose description suggests that it was David Mee Phillips, a "call man, Anglo-Saxon type, about 40 years. thin, hair receding., big meth, bags under eyes, good manners. well dressed, sociable, spoke fluent Spanish." By March, 1961, the CIA and Mafia were working together to plot 301-151 C3$110, and a plus was lunched to get Rolando C u bela anted J ran Cordoba nut of Cuba, along %%id, an aasociate of Santos Traffic-ante be cite end of the month. Carel,' hail  

just returned from Afcxico City on March 4, and the CIA Inspector Cmeral'a report reveals that poison pills were delivered at the same dine period to lall Castro. 
louse Select Committee invesUgators Rob-ert Blakey, Ed Lopez and Richard Pryor inter-viewed Cuban Interior and Foreign Ministry officials. including those in charge of the immi-gration camps. One Cuban official was terrified of the questions and refused to have his picture taken. He revealed that he knew and remem-bered Santos Trafficante, and that he still feared that he email be killed. He recalled how impor-ranr Trafficante was in the camp, and how many visitors he had. A British fournalisr, 1.Vilson Hudson was in the same camp, and recalled ceeing Jack Ruby's associate L01.115 	 at Trafficanre's casino. -nig Cuban official in charge of the camp died without making a declaration, but the Cubans arc convinced that Jack Ruby and leaVillie visited Trafficance at the camp. Cuban archives contained a copy of arc entry card that prnian Jack Roby entered the coon ui August and September of 1959, from hod, New Orleans and ,l liami. and that appears in the HSCA materials. They suspect he helped to extract gambling money back to the United States. He  knew le‘Villie, who was linked ro Trafticante's casino. Trafficance was finally es-pelf cd in)Jf1U3fy. 1960. and Ruby never returned to Cuba. Trafticante was released. despite evi- dence 	enminal 341:1VILV, because the Interior n. said there o as no arrestorciaT for hint in the United Starts, basest on conversauans with the U.S. E• mbassy. and he could no longer be detained legally, The person it ho approved Trafficantes release was Cesa Blanco, in officer in charge of public order at the time. I le had full uthonry no Join, and it was not unusual, lit-Lang orders for his arrest. Peter Dale Scott wondered if this official was Casa Blanco Conerrer. counter-revolutionaryin the November 30.1lthe-mem. Escaluate recalled that the official had gone to the United States. After Trafficance released. he stayed ar the Havana Riviera hotel. lie wee tied to two Cubans, Fernando Ortega who managed his casino 'Sans Sotici," and 1h:rm.:nits Diaz Garcia. his Inalyeaurd lientienio Diaz Garcia took port in a plot to kill Castro in November, 1960 itith Chicago (Ala figure Richard Cain. Diaz ens also in- volved in the plot against) 	. I le died in Cuba in May, 1966. confronting Cuban troops in .111 attempt to enter I lacuna iBcgally. e'unexican re• searchers hare tied Jack Ruby to Robert tehleovi an, who ran a wife.: bosirtti in Cuba in 
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the I 9505, and who was engaged in arms traffiek-
in i‘IcKertwan was tied to Carlo I'rio Smarms, 
el 

a 1 otter Cuban president, and to CIA agent 
Fra ilt (Fionni) Sturgis. American sources say 
tha A leKeowan sent a letter traJAck it uby, asking 
ht to sell weapons to die Cubans in 1959. The 
Cul an intelligence network has little knowledge 
of is ri acindeun

ff

t e, raldoliot

cheap  

g h on ,es.eCuploeinns  ex-officer tie, 

by 
An ricans at the same rime Rahy was in Cuba. 

loalition members and others proem at-
tem red tit All in the details about Ruby's Cuban co 	dons. Peter Dale Scon recalled a cac 
din 	ten nary in 1977 which interviewed people 
in C ago who had done impon-export busi-
ness ith Cuba. They gin partial corroboration 
that uhy was part of these operations, but did 
nut sc it. Ruby visited Trafficante , at 
Fran ineries.5ile'llillic told the HSCA that he had g nu: to Cuba, and perhaps Ruby had come 
with im, AlciVillie met Ditto Cellini and John La 	'there. Cellini was part of the CL-V71,1363 
plots pint Castro. He also saw Guiseppe di 
Gra, a, a major enurier in narcotics traffic at the time. 	Giorgio was involved in moving stolen 
accuri s from Canadian to Swiss banks, and 
Ruby nay have know n about this ease. Di Giorgi 'S lanyer. LOCUS Kuttncr, knew Ruby well 
in Chi. go. Di Giorgio also used the alias Pierre Clitro. e 

Eat-- nee revealed that no records of registra-Min as he camps still exist, and that the arrange-
ment in the 1960s was not that formal. JUST before 
the Bay fPip inrasion in 1961. all record archives 
were m -ed several times to protect them, and 
non 	ntial files were destroyed to preserve the 
moat irriponcon information. Documents were stored and hidden in boxes, but Were not retrieved 
later if they were nut eruaal. Many caches remain 
hidden and unopened. Over the years, the docu-
ments h-ve detenorared with humidity and age, and are Janis,  unreadable.  Resources foe preserva-tion are h cater now, and an effort will be made to restore die information and seek government 
pcnnissiern to release these Ries. 

Rubyha% yet to be released, and durre are few uf 

The Tes Escalante used in his research on 

them. 0 em may taint, but their location is not 
known. wire is no formal declassification pro-
cedure fa doctunents in Cuba, it has not been 
discussed. Seltiocd files were given to the War-
ren Comr fission and the l'ISCA lay Cuba to use 
as they as fit Contacts with Warren Commis-
sion staff re made through the Swiss Embassy, and the D partnient of State wrote for clarifica-
tion on R iy's visit to Cuba. 

Esealante was aware of statements trade re-
cently by Fidel Castro concerning au offer to  

ileclassifyJFK assassination documents, and had read slants kin Paris Match. I'le suggested direct cunctet with Castro to (kat:indite which docu-
ments were being discussed. One researcher was roldby3C.trh.ucofficial thaukclassificationavould take two to five years. E.tcalante confirmed that 
the location and release of these files was not a 
priority for their rifficials„SinCe survival was inure 
critical. f le suggested thin du; matter lie pre-
sented to the National Congress in Cuba. At the 
rime of the HSCA, Castro mot with their sci IT and 
offered to give files ED them. but they showed 
link interest in the recorda.Jeremy Gunn of the 
AI RB asked whether Castro would lie willing to 
renew the offer now. 

Escalante recalled that die IISC.,a on ly sought 
answers to specific questions they asked, and the 
relevant ilmuments Were declassified and handed 
Over. Esealante directed a Cuban investigation into the history of the assassination in 1992.3, 
based on access to doom ts ents.Tlus inquiry looked 
in directions that the 1-ISCA, never inenooned. 
Castro knew only about what the 1-ISCA asked 
for. An exchange of documents concerning the 
1:33V of Pigs and the Cuban a lisaik crisis have 
recently begun, and might be expanded ro in-
clude the JFK records. As a result oldie Nassau 
meeting, a new request for records will lie made, 
but the decision does not rest -.ids Esealante. Given Castro's previous responses. there is a 
likelihood that it will he approved. 

In addition. informadon about the assassina-
tion was shared between Cuban intelligence and 
the Soviet KGB from the Vearren Commission 
period. Thy KGB Sent a file they had on Oswald 
to Cuba, concerning his activities inside the So-
viet Union. Escalante felt it did nor provide much 
new information. The Rinicw Board was urged 
to contact the Cuban govenament to ask for 
further declassification of documents, and the 
Cubans present indicated their intention to seek 
permission for release of the flies. 

Many other iinporont topics were covered cc 
this meeting, including details concerning the 
relationship bc,,,,,c00.1.r.K.nc,:tyandCastro, 
and Carlos Li:chug:1's recollection of an attempt 
by U.S. Ambassador Atwood, on behalf of the 
president, to open dialnpie just before the aSS - 
sin3rion.1Vord of d mu: approaches,  accordi iv to 
Esealante's intelligence information, was spread 
to the anti-Castro Cubans in Miami, and may 
have precipitated the timingof their involvement 
in the assasainatitin. 

CIA agent Dfvitl Alice Phillips, in charge of the JaVWAVE operation, Was a topic of discus - 
von. The Cubans have additional information 
that Phillips used I he alias "Maurice Bishop" in 
eviclaelswith antl•CastroCilltmS and Leer farvey 

Oswald. This led to a full exchange of informa-
tion concerning the various anti-Castro groups 
and itulividuals who ate linked with assassination attempts against Castro and the Kennedy mur-
der. Escalante mentioned the background of Elladio del Valle. an associate of David Ferric. Del Ville had been a police of 	and a legislator in the Ilattata goverrunent, and had worked with Samos •Fra fficante, Rolando Alasfenrer and other 

Banish associates to overthrow rite Cuban gov-
ernment. David Ferric and del Valle participated in overflights and raids of Cuba in 1962. Cuban 
intelligence hat/ penetrated the group, and latew 
that dcl 'Vane often spoke of killing Kennedy ro 
solve the "Cuban problem." Tony Questa re- 
vealed to Cuban intelligence agents in 1978 that 
del Valle and I lennutio Dia x were involved in the 
JFK pint. Esealante protected the information at the time, since they did not ',Tow who del Valle 
was, but (eels no further obligation ro conceal it 
now that Questa is dead. Del Valle and Ferric 
died, or were murdered, on the saint day. 

Oswald's activities in New Orleans with the 
anti-Castro Cubans was another topic of acru-
tiny. lice Cubans made clear their htpothesis 
that his Fair Play for Cuba memberslup, and 
other manufactured links of Oswald to the Cu-
ban government. sem ed a purpose in Dal/as. Had 
the plan not gone awry, the Cubans believe that 
Oswald would have been killed, and then Castro 
blamed for the murder of Kennedy, as a pretext for invasion of Cuba. Oswald's reported visits to 
die Cuban and Soviet embassies in ,Mexico was 
the major topic of the last hours of the confer-
ence...Arturo Rodriguez presenter, a slide show of 
documents and photographs that evplained in 
great detail the aanent-an surveillance methods 
that were in use at the time at both embassies in 
3.1i:into City. 

This was an historic tneeting between long-
rimeJFK assaasistatiun researchers and the Cuban officials who witnessed the events at the time of Kennedy's murder and beyond. As the sharing of 
information progressed, a bond of openness and 
trust developed with the Cubans. Both groups 
were forthcoming, a ttentpong to get 3V the truth of 
the events from their divergent perspectives. The 
meeting ended with general agreement that a 
more ambitious conference should he planned for 
the future, perhaps to involve high-level Kennedy 
administration offitials in the discussion. Similar 
inCennirshave been held recently between Ameri-
can. Cuban and Soviet officials concerning the 
history of the Bay of Pigs and the Missile Crisis, 
and have shed light on the events of the early 
1960s. The Coalition will conditue to encourage 
this exchange, and seek full release of all govenl-
menu' files on the Kauterly assassination. 
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