
8/7 77 
• 

.......  
	

-
s
 

*23 

M
a
r'

1747777 	
R

  r
u

r-
 

F
iles D

etail A
nti-C

astro P
lots 

f,f 

B
y M

ich
ael D

orm
an

 
S

P
E

C
IA

L
 C

O
R

R
E

S
P

O
N

D
E

N
T

 

If John G
lenn had crashed in 1962 during the first 

U
.S

. orbital space flight, K
ennedy adm

inistration offi-
cials —

 u
n

d
er a p

lan
 called

 "O
p

eratio
n

 D
irty

 T
rick

" 
—

 planned to blam
e the disaster on F

idel C
astro and 

use it as an excuse to retaliate against C
uba. 

T
h
is w

as ju
st o

n
e o

f m
an

y
 A

m
erican

 strateg
ies 

aim
ed

 at to
p
p
lin

g
 C

astro
 rev

ealed
 y

esterd
ay

 w
ith

 
th

e release o
f 1

,5
0

0
 p

ag
es o

f lo
n

g
-secret C

o
ld

 W
ar 

d
o
cu

m
en

ts. A
m

o
n
g
 th

em
 w

ere p
lan

s to
 d

istrib
u
te 

d
o

cto
red

 p
h
o

to
g
rap

h
s sh

o
w

in
g

 an
 o

b
ese C

astro
 

"w
ith

 tw
o

 b
eau

ties in
 an

y
 situ

atio
n

 d
esired

"; n
u
-

m
ero

u
s p

lo
ts to

 p
ro

v
o
k
e an

 ex
cu

se fo
r in

v
ad

in
g
 

C
u
b
a; an

d
 a sch

em
e to

 en
co

u
rag

e d
efectio

n
s fro

m
 

C
u

b
a b

y
 d

ro
p

p
in

g
 p

aid
 airlin

e tick
ets to

 M
ex

ico
 

C
ity

 fro
m

 th
e sk

ies o
v
er H

av
an

a. 

T
he docum

ents also revealed that just a m
onth be-

fo
re P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
's assassin

atio
n

, th
e 

C
IA

, D
efense and S

tate D
epartm

ents agreed on a plan 
to

 en
co

u
rag

e C
astro

's d
o

w
n

fall th
ro

u
g

h
 a co

u
p

. T
h

e 
plan included provisions for secretly sending a "spe-
cial team

" of C
IA

 agents into C
uba. F

requent reports 
—

 never proved —
 have claim

ed C
astro ordered K

en-
nedy's m

urder in retaliation for such provocations. It 
h
as lo

n
g
 b

een
 k

n
o
w

n
 th

at th
e U

.S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t co
n
-

sid
ered

 co
v

ert actio
n

s to
 o

v
erth

ro
w

 C
astro

, b
u

t y
es-

terday's disclosures provided unknow
n details. 

T
h

e d
o

cu
m

en
ts w

ere released
 b

y
 th

e U
.S

. A
ssas-

sin
atio

n
s R

ev
iew

 B
o

ard
, w

h
ich

 rev
iew

s p
ap

ers d
eal-

in
g

 w
ith

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 assassin
atio

n
 an

d
 releases 

th
o

se th
at d

o
n

't en
d

an
g

er n
atio

n
al secu

rity
. T

h
ese 

cam
e fro

m
 th

e files o
f Jo

sep
h
 C

alifan
o
, w

h
o
 serv

ed
 

as g
en

eral co
u
n
sel to

 th
e A

rm
y
 secretary

 an
d
 later 

as a ch
ief aid

e to
 P

resid
en

t L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, an

d
  

fro
m

 th
e p

ap
ers o

f sev
eral ch

airm
en

 o
f th

e Jo
in

t 
C

hiefs of S
taff. 

A
ll m

anner of technological gim
m

ickry w
as planned' 

fo
r th

e sch
em

es —
 n

o
n

e o
f w

h
ich

 is k
n

o
w

n
 to

 h
av

e 
com

e to fruition. In the G
lenn m

ission, for exam
ple, 

the plan called for providing "irrevocable proof that, 
should the M

ercury m
anned orbit [light fail, the fault 

lies w
ith the C

om
m

unists, et al., in C
uba; this w

ould be 
accom

plished by m
anufacturing various pieces of evi-

dence w
hich w

ould prove electronic interference." 
In

 M
arch

, 1
9

6
2

, th
e d

o
cu

m
en

ts sh
o

w
, th

e Joint 
C

hiefs proposed to D
efense S

ecretary R
obert M

cN
a-

m
ara creatin

g
 a "R

em
em

b
er th

e M
ain

e" affair b
y

 
blow

ing up an A
m

erican ship in G
uantanam

o B
ay and 

blam
ing the C

ubans. T
he suggestion w

as not taken. 
C

alifano, w
ho now

 heads a substance-abuse research 
program

, did not respond to a request for com
m

ent. A
 

D
efense D

epartm
ent spokesm

an had no com
m

ent. 


