
B
y C

atharine S
kipp 

S
perui rn T

he W
astengton I 

M
IA

M
I, N

ov. 20—
C

uban A
m

ericans here are 
struggling to m

ake sense of the cordial m
eeting 

betw
een the m

an they revere as an anti-com
m

u-
nist hero and the tyrant they pray w

ill be over-
throw

n. 
F

idel C
astro m

et w
ith P

ope John P
aul II at the 

V
atican T

uesday and invited the tireless crusader 
against M

arxism
 to one of the w

orld's last com
-

m
unist outposts. F

or C
uban exiles, the shock of 

seeing C
astro being escorted through the halls of 

the V
atican is tem

pered by the know
ledge that 

the pope contributed to the dow
nfall of the S

oviet 
em

pire. A
nd in L

atin A
m

erica, John P
aul H

's visit 
to N

icaragua in 1983 helped solidify opposition to 
the C

astro-backed S
andinista governm

ent, w
hich 

w
as voted out of office in 1989. 
B

ut for m
any in the exile com

m
unity, the V

ati-
can m

eeting flew
 in the face of their decades-long 

effo
rt to

 en
su

re th
at C

astro
 is iso

lated
 fro

m
 re-

spectable society. T
he pope, said one caller to a 

S
panish-language radio talk show

, "is a traitor, be-
cause he is absolving a m

urderer." 
"T

he pope should never have received this ty-
rant," E

loisa de F
errer told E

l N
uevo H

erald, the 
M

iam
i H

erald's S
panish-language edition. 
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Castro's Session W
ith Pope Unsettles Cuban Am

ericans 
C

learly
, th

e m
eetin

g
 b

etw
een

 th
e tw

o
 ag

in
g
 

lead
ers carries p

o
w

erfu
l p

o
litical an

d
 sp

iritu
al 

sym
bolism

. "I believe it show
s a great degree of 

desperation and w
eakness on the part of C

astro to 
h

av
e req

u
ested

 a m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 th

e p
o

p
e," said

 
S

ylvia Iriondo of the group M
others A

gainst R
e-

pression. "T
his is the sam

e regim
e and the sam

e 
C

astro that harm
ed G

od from
 C

uba." 
L

ast F
ebruary, Iriondo flew

 near C
uba as a pas-

senger, searching for C
ubans escaping the island 

by raft. C
uban M

iG
s shot dow

n tw
o planes that 

w
ere accom

panying the one in w
hich she flew

. 
B

ut m
any exile leaders here say a papal trip could 

g
iv

e th
e C

u
b

an
 p

eo
p

le th
e sp

iritu
al fo

rtitu
d

e to
 

overthrow
 C

astro. 
"L

et's hope that the visit w
ill be at least as suc-

cessful as [the pope] hal been in changing the situa-
tion in E

astern E
urope," said F

rancisco J. H
ernan-

dez, president of the C
uban-A

m
erican N

ational 
F

oundation. "B
ut let's hope the pope takes som

e 
tim

e to look into the real situation of the C
uban peo-

ple. L
et's hope there's som

e w
ords of encourage-

m
ent to the opposition in C

uba." 
R

ep. L
incoln D

iaz-B
alart, a C

uban A
m

erican R
e-

publican w
ho w

as once related by m
arriage to C

as-
tro, also expressed concern at indications that the 
pope m

ay not take a m
ilitant anti-governm

ent posi-
tion in C

uba. C
astro "probably feels that the pope  

w
ill not speak in C

uba like he did in Poland," said D
i-

az-B
alart, a co-sponsor of the H

elm
s-B

urton A
ct, 

w
hich tightened the U

.S. em
bargo against C

uba. 
T

he pope has opposed the em
bargo, a stance that 

has also troubled—
or angered—

m
any in the exile 

com
m

unity. 
In light of the pope's tenuous health, D

iaz-B
alart 

said, "I think that C
astro w

ould prefer that interven-
ing circum

stances call off the visit, because there is 
alw

ays the risk of his not being able to control it." 
L

isandro P
erez, director of F

lorida International 
U

niversity's C
uban R

esearch Institute, noted that 
the V

atican m
eeting follow

s several years in w
hich 

C
astro has gradually loosened restrictions on the 

C
atholic C

hurch. "T
he governm

ent has determ
ined 

that, so far, this relationship w
ith the church is not a 

threat to stability,* he said. 
M

any exiles said the pope's connection w
ith the 

C
uban people is far w

eaker than outsiders m
ight as-

sum
e, despite the fact that C

uba has been an over-
w

helm
ingly C

atholic country since its colonization 
by S

pain. T
he church has had no parochial schools 

on the island since the revolution. P
riests and nuns 

are scarce, and the church doesn't have its ow
n ve-

hicles—
not to m

ention broadcast stations or new
s-

papers, as in other countries. 
"W

e don't have the sam
e trust for the clergy in 

C
uba as for the pope," H

ernandez said. 


