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 F
or years, the C

en-
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n

c
e
 A

g
e
n

c
y

's d
a
rk

e
st 

secret w
as its u

n
d
erco

v
er asso

ciatio
n
 

w
ith M

afia hit m
en w

ho w
ere recruited 

for international m
urder m

issions. W
e 

finally broke the story that the C
IA

 had 
used com

m
on gangsters in slk attem

pts 
u

p
o

n
 th

e life o
f C

u
b

an
 P

rem
ier F

id
el 

C
astro. 
N

o
w

 w
e'v

e learn
ed

 th
at th

e C
IA

 
w

an
ted

 to
 create its o

w
n
 b

ran
ch

 o
f 

M
urder, Inc. —

 a killer squad that w
ould 

assassinate undesirable foreign leaders 
at $1 m

illion a head. 
It has taken us years to dig out the ug-

ly
 facts. W

e w
ere ab

le to
 rep

o
rt o

n
 

M
arch 3, 1967 that the C

IA
 had "hatched 

a plot to knock off C
astro." O

n Jan. 18, 
1971 w

e began a series of three colum
ns 

d
escrib

in
g

 th
e six

 assassin
atio

n
 at-

tem
p
ts an

d
 n

am
in

g
 th

e M
afia k

illers 
an

d
 th

eir C
IA

 co
n
tacts. N

o
t u

n
til fiv

e 
y
ears later d

id
 th

e S
en

ate In
tellig

en
ce 

C
om

m
ittee finally confirm

 our story. 
T

he C
IA

 recruited the hit m
en through 

R
o

b
ert M

ah
eu

, a fo
rm

er C
IA

 u
n

d
er-

cover operator, w
ho had taken charge of 

the late billionaire H
ow

ard H
ughes' L

as 
V

egas em
pire and had developed m

ob 
contacts in N

evada. 
A

round the tim
e that M

aheu w
as set-

tin
g

 u
p

 th
e M

afia p
lo

t ag
ain

st C
astro

, 
w

e'v
e ju

st learn
ed

, th
e C

IA
 also

 ap
-

p
ro

ach
ed

 a fo
rm

er n
arco

tics o
fficial 

w
ith intim

ate know
ledge of, the M

afia. 
H

e w
as C

harles S
iragusa, a form

er w
ar-

tim
e
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
e
r w

h
o

 h
a
d

 
b
eco

m
e o

n
e o

f th
e B

ig
 T

h
ree in

 th
e 

F
ed

eral N
arco

tics B
u
reau

 an
d
 h

ad
  

h
an

d
led

 th
e b

u
reau

's liaiso
n
 w

ith
 th

e 
C

IA
. 

T
he bureau had cultivated inform

ants 
inside the M

afia and had com
piled the 

b
est av

ailab
le files o

n
 th

e crim
e sy

n
-

d
icate. S

irag
u

sa w
as a lo

g
ical p

erso
n

, 
therefore, for the C

IA
 to sound out about 

form
ing a M

afia hit squad to kill for the 
U

nited S
tates. 

T
h
e
 re

tire
d
 S

ira
g
u
sa

, b
re

a
k
in

g
 a

 
silen

ce o
f m

o
re th

an
 1

5
 y

ears, to
ld

 u
s 

about a strange conversation w
ith a C

IA
 

official in W
ashington around 1960. A

fter 
a few

 m
inutes of chit-chat, the C

IA
 m

an 
m

ad
e th

is startlin
g

 su
g

g
estio

n
: th

at 
S

iragusa, draw
ing on his know

ledge and 
co

n
tacts in

 th
e u

n
d

erw
o

rld
, w

o
u

ld
 

recru
it a crew

 o
f M

afia to
rp

ed
o

es fo
r 

standby assassination duty. 
T

h
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e p

aid
 a b

o
u
n
ty

 o
f 81 

m
illio

n
 in

 fees an
d

 ex
p

en
ses fo

r each
 

kill. T
he C

IA
 w

ould assign the m
issions 

an
d

 u
n

d
erw

rite th
e p

ay
o

ffs fro
m

 its 
secret funds. 

A
t th

is p
o

in
t, th

e v
isito

r sto
p

p
ed

, 
w

aitin
g

 fo
r S

irag
u

sa's reactio
n

. "A
t 

first I thought he w
as joking," S

iragusa 
told us, still am

azed at the recollection. 
W

hen 
he 

realized
 th

e p
ro

p
o

sal w
as 

deadly serious, he flatly rejected it. "In 
w

artim
e, it's one thing," he told the C

IA
 

e
m

issa
ry

, "b
u
t in

 p
e
a
c
e
tim

e
, it's 

som
ething different." H

e heard nothing 
m

ore of the m
atter. 

S
irag

u
sa sp

ecu
lated

 th
at th

e C
IA

 
selected

 h
im

 as th
e m

an
 to

 set u
p
 th

e 
m

urder squad because of his handling of 
tw

o other special C
IA

 requests. 
O

n
 th

e first o
ccasio

n
, th

ree S
p

an
ish

- 

sp
eak

in
g

 C
IA

 o
p

erativ
es h

ad
 b

een
 ar-

rested w
hile pulling a W

atergate-style 
b
reak

-in
 at th

e C
h
in

ese C
o
m

m
u
n
ist 

new
s agency in H

avana. C
uban police 

thought they had caught three sm
all-fry 

b
u

rg
lars an

d
 lo

ck
ed

 th
em

 u
p

 o
n

 an
 

island off C
uba. 

T
h

e C
IA

 w
as d

esp
erate to

 g
et th

em
 

back before their cover w
as blow

n. O
ne 

knew
 the nam

es of num
erous C

IA
 con-

tacts in
 C

u
b

a; in
 an

y
 ev

en
t, th

e C
IA

 
m

ak
es ev

ery
 p

o
ssib

le effo
rt to

 rescu
e 

agents in peril. 
T

h
e C

IA
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 S

irag
u

sa, su
g

-
g
estin

g
 h

e en
list M

afia ty
p
es fo

r a 
rescu

e raid
. T

h
is p

ro
v

ed
 im

p
ractical; 

instead, S
iragusa began dealings w

ith a 
C

h
icag

o
 law

y
er su

p
p

o
sed

ly
 clo

se to
 

C
a
stro

's b
ro

th
e
r, R

a
u
l. T

h
e
 C

IA
 

au
th

o
rized

 S
irag

u
sa to

 sp
en

d
 u

p
 to

 $
1
 

m
illio

n
 to

 effect th
e rescu

e o
f th

e im
-

p
riso

n
ed

 ag
en

ts b
y

 w
h

atev
er m

ean
s 

necessary. 
T

he C
hicagoan received 210,000 from

 
C

IA
 fu

n
d

s b
u

t h
is e

ffo
rts fa

ile
d

, 
S

iragusa said. E
ventually the three w

on 
their freedom

 through the legal efforts 
o

f a H
av

an
a atto

rn
ey

, retain
ed

 b
y

 th
e 

C
IA

 w
ithout C

astro's know
ledge. 

S
iragusa also said he w

as involved in 
the establishm

ent of a C
IA

 "safe house" 
in G

reenw
hich V

illage in the 1960s. B
ut 

u
n
k
n
o
w

n
 to

 h
im

, th
e ap

artm
en

t w
as 

tu
rn

e
d

 in
to

 a
 se

x
 tra

p
 fo

r fo
re

ig
n
 

diplom
ats and inform

ants. 
W

e d
isclo

sed
 d

etails o
f th

e en
trap

-
m

ent operation on F
eb. 5, 1975. It con-

sisted of a one-w
ay m

irror and cam
era 

concealed behind a painting, w
ith a bat- 

te
ry

 o
f m

ic
ro

p
h

o
n

e
s h

id
d

e
n

 Ii 
a 

Japanese screen to provide the sound3d-
fects. 

W
ith these devices, the C

IA
 w

as able 
to photograph and record the diplom

ats, 
strip

p
ed

 o
f th

eir p
in

-strip
es, cav

o
rtin

g
 

w
ith

 p
ro

stitu
tes o

n
 a C

IA
 retain

er. 
S

iragusa said he had helped in obtaining 
the prem

ises. 
F

ootnote: W
e are satisfied after long 

talks w
ith top C

IA
 officials that the C

IA
 

has given up its love nests, m
urder plots 

an
d
 m

o
st o

th
er d

irty
 trick

s. W
e h

av
e 

learn
ed

 th
at S

irag
u

sa w
as recen

tly
-in

-
terv

iew
ed

 ab
o
u
t th

e m
u
rd

er sq
u
ad

 b
y
 

the S
enate Intelligence C

om
m

ittee. O
ur 

rails to
 th

e co
m

m
ittee fo

r co
m

m
en

t 
w

ere unreturried. 

W
H

O
'S

 N
E

W
S

 —
 P

resident C
arter has 

e
n
g
a
g
e
d
 h

e
a
v
ily

 in
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 

diplom
acy. H

e has placed personal calls 
to

 a n
u
m

b
er o

f w
o
rld

 lead
ers in

 an
 at-

tem
pt to break dow

n the diplom
atic pro-

tocol. 
—

 S
en. B

ob D
ole, R

-K
an., created a 

m
o

m
e
n

ta
ry

 flu
rry

 b
y

 p
ro

te
stin

g
 

p
riv

ately
 to

 th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t that 
the w

rong P
anam

anian had signed' the 
P

anam
a C

anal treaty. D
ole insisted that 

th
e P

an
am

an
ian

 co
n
stitu

tio
n
 req

u
ired

 
th

e p
resid

en
t, a fig

u
reh

ead
 n

am
ed

 
D

em
etrlo L

akas, to sign the treaty. T
he 

actu
al sig

n
atu

re w
as th

at o
f P

an
am

a's 
strongm

an O
m

ar T
orrijos. B

ut the S
tate 

D
ep

artm
en

t, in
 resp

o
n
se to

 D
o
le's in

-
quiry, insisted that T

orrijos has the con-
stitu

tio
n

al au
th

o
rity

 "to
 d

irect fo
reig

n
 

relations." 
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