Johnson in 69 Susp
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Former ' President Lyndon B.
Johnson - indicated in .an. inter-
view in 1969 that he felt “in-
ternational’ connections” might
have been -involved in Lee
Harvey Oswald’s - assassination
of President Kennedy,

Mr. Johnson’s suspicions
Wwere  reported last night by
Walter Cronkite on 'his CBS
‘news program, which showed
portions of ‘an interview with,
Mr. Johnson ‘that had been de-
leted " from the original broad-
cast at the former President's
request on the ground of na-
tional security. f
Mr. Crtz})!nki-ze]said he was
making the deleted portions
public because of a column
written Thursday by Marianne
Means of the King Features
Syndicate,

Miss Means sald that Mr.
Johnson ‘told her in confidence
a year before he died that
Oswald had acted alone in the|
assassination but was “either
;ndar otl;e inﬂuenc% or the or-
ers"” of Premier Fidel Castro
of Cuba, . y
* Miss Means explained that
she wag the former|

President’s confidence “because
ohnson's opinion appears to

- No Longer Witliheld

In his broadcast Iast ni
Mr. Cronkite said that the dis.
gom:i b:{tmsa Means nf:r long-

made it necessary - him
uridiod o Bl
was dele ew
he conducted with Mr, Johnson
f;e igm LBJ Ranch in September,

Mr. Cronkite said that he had
asked Mr. Johnson then wheth-
ot he was satisfied that there
had been no international con-

ernational connections.” {
CRO/ — You mean
you still feel that there
might have been?
JOHNSON — Well I have i
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Foreign Ties With Oswald

not comgletely discounted it. |
Mr. Jo next expressed
onfidence in the competence,
bility and honesty of the mem
ers.of the Warren Commissiof
hat investigated the assassina-
ion, then added: ¥ Y
“But I don't think that they
T me;li anyone else is dway;
b_ﬂ " ,m 0 erythin
Hig']"i#ﬁg?*bm% vated Os-
vald that eonld haye
)éen involved.” : :

{&  What Direction, ., _‘q
%@:ﬂ ONKITE—What &c
on does, your ﬁnzﬂﬂn%ﬁt
picion lead you 5. to
might have been involved?
.T%HNSON—OI:, I don't,
think we ought to discuss the
suspicions because there's
not any hard evidence that
would lead me to the conclu-
sion that Oswald was directed
by a foreign government. Or
that his sympathies for ather
governments could have
spiirred him on in this effort.

2

But hé was quite a mysteri-

ous fellow and he did have

connections that bore  ex-|

amination on the extent of

the Influence of those con-
nections_on him, and 1 think
history will ‘deal “with much
more than we are able to now.
CRONKITE—How would it
come out in history. =
JOHNSON—I ‘don’t know, |
In 1973, Leo Janes, a former |
Johnson aide, sald that Mr.
Johnson had told him a short
time before his death that he
had never believed Oswald act-
ed alone in, the assassination,
In an article published in
The Atlantic Monthly] ' Mr.|
Janos wrote that Mr,
had told him that “a -0r S0
before Kennedy'sdeatﬁ,e:r C.LA.-
backed assassination team had
been picked up in Havana.”
Mr, Janos added that “Johnson
speculated that Dallas had
been a retaliation for the

thwarted attempt” to kill Pre-
mier Castro. Ax

A year earlier, in December,|
1872, Chief Justice Earl War-|>

ren, who headed the commis-
sion that investigated the Ken-
nedy assassination, said “that
Mr. Johnson had cited rumors,
later proved to be unfounded,
that Soviet Premier Nikifa S.
Khrushchev and Premier Castro
might have been involved in
the gssgssination. - .- -
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