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Former President Lyndon B. 
Johnson indicated in .an inter-
view in 1969 that he felt "in-
ternational connections" might 
have been involved in Lee 
Harvey Oswald's assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

Mr. Johnson's suspicions 
were reported last night by 
Walter Cronkite on his CBS 
news program, which showed 
portions of an interview with 
Mr. Johnson that bad been de. 
leted from the original broad-
cast at the former President's 
request on the ground of na-
tional security. 

Mr. Cronkite said he was 
making the deleted portions 
public because of a column 
written Thursday by Marianne 
Means of the King Features 
Syndicate. 

Miss Means said that Mr. 
Johnson told her in confidence 
a year before he died that 
Oswald had acted alone in the 
assassination but was "either under the influence or the or-
ders" of Premier Fidel Castro 
of Cuba. 

Miss Means explained that 
she was breaking the former 
President's confidence "because 
Johnson's opinion appears to 
debunk the current speculation 
that the Central Intelligence 
Agency might somehow have 
been involved in the Kennedy 
assassination." 

No Longer Withheld 
In his broadcast last night, 

Mr. Cronkite said that the dis-
closure by Miss Means no long-
er made it necessary for him 
to withhold the material that 
was deleted from the interview 
he conducted with Mr. Johnson 
at the I.B.1 Ranch in September, 
1969. 

Mr. Cronkite said that he had 
asked Mr. Johnson then wheth-
er he was satisfied that there 
lad been no international con-
>piracy in the assassination of 
?resident Kennedy at Dallas in 
1963. He then showed the por-
ions of the interview in which 
dr. Johnson said; "I can't han-
:stly say that I've ever 
sompietely relieved of the fac.  
hat. there might have been in 
ernational connections." 

CRONKITE — You mean 
you still feel that there 
might have been? 

JOHNSON — Well I have j  

not completely discounted it. I 
Mr. Johnson next expressed 

onfidence in the competence, 
bility and honesty of the mem2 
era of the Warren Commission 
hat investigated the assassina-
ion, then added: 
"But I don't think that they 

r me or anyone else is ,always 
bsolutely sure of everything 
bat' might have motivated Os-
veld or others that could have 
Pterp involved." 

What Direction. 
tARONIui 	E—What c14rec-.1  
tion does your lingering sus-
picion lead you ; . to Cuba, 
is that the area that you feel 
might have been involved? 

JOHNSON—Oh, I don't 
think we ought to discuss the 
suspicions because there's 
not any hard evidence that 
would lead Me to the conclu-
sion that Oswald was directed 
by a foreign government. Or 
that his sympathies for other 
governments could have 
spurred him on in this effcirt. 
But he was quite a mysteri-
ous fellow and he did have 
connections that bore ex-
amination on the extent of 

the influence of those con-
nections on him, and I think 
history will deal with much 
more than we are able to now. 

CRONKITE—How would it 
come out in history. 

JOHNSON—I don't know. 
In 1973, Leo Janos, a former 

Johnson aide, said that Mr. 
Johnson had told him a short 
time before his death that he 
had never believed Oswald act-
ed alone in the assassination. 
In an article, published in 

The Atlantic Monthly, Mr. 
Janos wrote that Mr. Johnson 
had told him that "a year or so 
before Kennedy's death, a C.I.A.- 
backed assassination team had 
been picked up in Havana." 
Mr. Janos added that "Johnson 
.speculated that Dallas had 
been a retaliation for the 
thwarted attempt" to kill Pre-
mier Castro. 

A year earlier, in December, 
1972, Chief Justice Earl War-
ren, who headed the commis-
sion that investigated the Ken-
nedy assassination, said that 
Mr. Johnson had cited rumors, 
later proved to be unfounded, 
that Soviet Premier Nikita S. 
Khrushchev and Premier Castro 
might have been involved 
the iissfssination. 
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