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Dear Les, 

For two reasons I'd like a cosy of the CIA. IG's report on 4stro plots in today's 

column. One is to study it imeediately and the other is for archival deposit. 

Sorry you've not been able to take a look at what will be the depesit. Maybe you 

can got away from it all one day and take a peek. 

Since flovember the lecture bureau has gotten me five appearances. Inetea4 of 

putting the not aside for possible medical contingencies - of which I hope I do not 

learn of one today when I have an expert consultation at Georgetown - I've engeged a 

local college student part-time. Shp's Bono a groat job or putting files together, 

identifying them and making a card that tells what 1 have. 

I'm gambling that the angel on my shoulder hasn't tired. 

If yeur one-can cenglomarato could ever sit still long enough I'd like to do an 

orel history for the future on the leak of the angled original of this story. It is 

the angle as well as the leak that fascinates. 

The angle connects it with what it can't be coy nected with. 

And the timing - when Garrison was making anti-CIA noises. 

The 2ratt colter eas a fine one. Aonths ago I tried to show Oast hoe to develop 

It farther but he either had enough, was too buoy or didn't see it. 

- Pratt and the as.ignment of canes to other judges who are am partial to the 

spooks as ho is. 

Be's done it with me. 

What I've done toik that judge's reputation in unreported court records I'd not 

want anyone to be able to do to me and my reputation. 

And no ereofe make anj difference to 	Be rules for thy FBI fete CIA On seething 

and everything. 

Three of my cases and one of a student who is 	,a, 

Hop,- t :e novel is going well. 

Best wishes, 



Jack Anderson 	f /-  or )12/7c/  

Plot Disclosure Made CIA Squirm 
It has taken 12 years to get the reac-

tion of the Central Intelligence Agency 
to our stories on its recruitment of 
Mafia mobsters to assassinate Cuban 
Premier Fidel Castro. 

Working under the late Drew Pear-
son, I produced two columns, dated 
March 3 and March 7, 1967, on the plot 

. to kill Castro. CIA officials grimly re-
fused to comment. 

But President Lyndon Johnson 
demanded a full report from the CIA 
after he read our stories. We have ob-
tained a still-secret report by the CIA's 
inspector general that, confirmed the 
essentials of the columns, conceded 
that the disclosures had caused "much 
distress" at the spy agency, and dis-
cussed the ways in which the govern-
ment could minimize the embarrass-
ment. 

"Drew Pearson's column of March 7, 
1967 refers to a reported CIA plot in 
1963 to assassinate Cuba's Fidel 
Castro," the inspector general wrote. 
"Pearson also has information, as yet 
uppublished, to the effect that there 
was a meeting at the State Department 
at which assassination of Castro was 
discussed, and that a team (of three 
men) actually landed in Cuba with (poi-
son) pills to be used in an assassination 
attempt." 

The report then says: "There is a 
basis in fact for each of those three re-
ports" 

In light of this uncomfortable ac-
curacy, the inspector general asks: 
"Can we plausibly deny that we plot-
ted with gangster elements to assassi-
nate Castro?" 

And the answer: "No. We cannot-
We are reasonably confident that 
there is nothing in writing outside the 
government that would confirm Pear-
son's story of the operation, but there 
are plenty of non-gangster witnesses 
who could lend confirmation." 

Well then, the inspector general 
asks, "Can CIA state or imply that it 
was merely an instrument of policy?" 
In other words, could the spooks pass 
the buck to the martyred President 
Kennedy? 

"Not in this case," the report de-
cides. "While it was true that (the later 
phase of the plots) was carried out in 
an atmosphere orintense Kennedy ad-
ministration pressure to do something 
about Castro, such is not true of the 
earlier phase. (It) was initiated in Au-
gust 1960 under the Eisenhower ad-
ministration." 

The inspector general also con-
cluded that the Castro assassination 
project could not be fobbed off as just 
a practice maneuver—part of the "Ex-
ecutive Action Capability" being devel-
oped by the CIA's clandestine opera-
tions arm. 

It is still not known whether this "ca-
pability" program, code-named with 
ominous prescience "Zit-RIFLE," was 
requested by the Kennedy administra-
tion or developed by the CIA on its 
own. 

Our stories raised the question 
whether then-attorney general Robert 
Kennedy had approved the assassina-
tion plot. The secret report confirmed 
only that Kennedy "was fully briefed" 
on May 7, 1962. "A memorandum con- 

firming the oral briefing was forwar-
ded to Kennedy on 14 May 1962 . . . 
The memorandum does not use the 
word 'assassinate,' but there is little 
room for misinterpretation of what 
was meant." 

But the inspector general stressed 
that Kennedy was told only about the 
first phase of the mobster-recruitment 
program. Be was not told about the 
second phase, "which was well under 
way at the time (het was briefed." 

A further reason the Kennedys 
couldn't be saddled with blame for the 
plots was that a key ingredient men-
tioned in our column was not known 
to the president and his brother. "The 
Pearson story, which is causing us so 
much distress, includes one detail that 
is found only in Phase Two: the three-
man team," If the CIA tried to foist re-
sponsibility onto the Kennedys, the 
sources who told us about the three-
man team could easily point out that 
the agency was lying. 

"What measures might he taken to 
lessen the damage?" the rhetorically 
curious inspector general asks. A clas-
sic cover-up was discarded as impracti-
cal. 

"We cannot now suppress the story 
because it is already out," he con-
cluded. "If we were to approach any of 
the participants and urge discretion. 
upon him, and if this became known, it 
would merely lend credence to a tale 
that now sounds somewhat improba-
ble." 

So the agency maintained a stone 
wall of silence. 
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BUREAUCRATIC BROUHAHA: 

When federal bureaucrats get on their 

high horses, it's usually the public that  

gets trampled underfoot. 
A year-long stalemate between the 

General Services Administration and 

the Department of Health, Education 

and Welfare had effectively tied up 73 

parcels of surplus government property 

in 24 states and Puerto Rico valued at 

820.8 million. Until the agencies settle 

their spat the land cannot be used by the 

local health and educational institutions 

for whom the properties are earmarked. 

Typical of the frustrating result Is the 

situation school officials of Fairfax 

County, Va., find themselves in. The 

county wants to build an elementary 

school on a former missile site deeded 

over for use as a park. 
GSA and HEW spokesmen told our 

reporter Dave Carpenter that this would 

be a proper use of the surplus land, but 

an argument over policy has blocked the 

proposed construction. School officials 

estimate that inflation adds 630,000 to 

$35,000 to the cost of the school for each 
month's delay. 

At issue in the bureaucratic brouhaha 

is GSA's decision to change longstand-

ing government policy covering such 

property transfers. The policy was to re-

quire recipients of the surplus land to 

use it for certain specified purposes for 

30 years or give it back to Uncle Sam. 

GSA says some local agencies have not 

been complying with the restrictions, 

and have decided to attach federal str-

ings to the land permanently. 
HEW refuses to abide by GSA's 

change in rules. Only the White House 

can arbitrate the squabble. Meanwhile, 

the surplus land lies fallow. 

CAPITOL HANDYMAN: The title, 

Architect of the Capitol, conjures up vi-

sions of grand designs, slide rules and 

blueprints. But the architect also serves 

as Congress's florist, plumber and 

cleaning woman. 
One part of the architect's small army_ 

of workers is the Orchid Division. Ac-

cording to the latest annual report, it 

was as busy as a bee at blossom time. 

More than 5,000 orchids were potted last 

year by the division; it grew 500 ferns 

and 150 philodendron cordatum, a vett 

table mountain of greenery to serve a 

backdrops for orchid displays. 

The Capitol architect's green-thuml 

artists loaned 10,470 plants of various 

kinds to congressional offices (only 8,881 

were returned), and provided more that 

85,000 cut flowers for official events. 
The capitol's plumbers and then 

friends were also busy. In the Rayburn 

House Office Building alone, 130 wash-
basins, 329 sinks and 435 toilets (by coin-

cidence, the same number as there are 

congressmen) had to be unplugged dur-

ing the year. In the other two House of-

fice buildings, 832 toilets were unstop-

ped. 
In all, the architect's staff made more 

than 62,000 service calls. Besides the 

plumbing runs, the chores included win-

dow washing, scrubbing corridors and 

polishing woodwork. 
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12 years later: CIA reaction 

to our Mafia-Castro reports 
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CIA Tried 
to Kill Castro 

l‘an Oberdorfer 
Wasliwgtol POW 5101 venter 

U.S.-sponsored plans and 
actual attempts to assassinate 
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro 
spanned the Eisenhower, 
Kennedy and Johnson ad-
ministrations, the chairman of 
the Senate intelligence 
committee said yesterday. 
'Sen. Frank Church ID-

Idaho1 said the forthcoming 
report of his committee will 
make public the facts of the 
Castro assassination plots. 
based at least in part on secret 
testimony to the committee 
from former Central 
Intelligence Agency director 
Richard M. Helms. According 
to Church, Helms has con-
firmed in secret session that 
the CIA attempted to 
assassinate Castro. 

Interviewed on "Issues and 
Answers" 1 ABC, WMAI.J. 
Church said his committee 
has been unable to establish 
whether the Presidents in-
volved had knowledge of the 
assassination attempt. 

"Our most determined and 
mast thorough effort to get all 
these facts leaves this 
question still unclear," he 
said. He added that the 
committee intends to lay out 
in detail all the evidence it has 
gathered on this point In the 
report tote issued soon. 

Appearing on "Face the 
Nation" (CRS, WTPPi. CIA 
Director William E. Why 

See CIA, A2, Col. 7 - 

1 	CIA, From Al 
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refused to discuss alleged 
assassination attempts in 
detail, saying the subject is 
"not appropriate for open 
public discussion." Colby said 
the • facts of assassination 
attempts. Including the 
question of high-level ap-
prove!, are "very murky." 

Two years ago Colby issued 
a directive forbidding 
assassination plans, but 
Church said yesterday that 
such administrative direc-
tives arenot enough. 

Church said his committee 
will propose a law to prevent 
any government agency from 
becoming involved in 
assassinations. He also said 
his committee will recom-
mend a joint congressional 
committee to oversee U.S. 
intelligence activity. 

According to Church, the 
assassination .attempts 
against Castro were finally 
stopped "in the early part of 
the Johnson administration."' 
He gave no date. 

The late Allen W. Dulles was 
CIA director during the 
Eisenhower administration 
and through the early days of 
the Kennedy administration. 
He was succeeded in 
November, 1961: •by John A. 
MeCorto, who served through 

• the rest of the Kennedy ad-' 
ministration and ..tettil April, 
1965. 	- 
• McCone has said publicly 

that the CIA planned and 
undertook some steps to 
assassinate Castro in the early 
1960s. but that all of these 
schemes were "aborted" and 
the principal effort stopped 

soon after the Bay of Pigs 
invasion of April 1961. 

Underworld figures con-
nected with the Mafia have 
been linked to a plot to kill 
Castro in the early )960s, but 
Church said assassination 
attempts both predated and 
postdated this previously 
reported effort. 

A former aide-to President 
Johnson, Leo Janis,.. quoted 
him as saying soon after he 
look oflice in November. 1963. 
that he discovered 	had 
been operating a. damned 
Murder Inc. in the. Carib- 
bean." 	• 

Castro himself .submitted a 
report to Senate investigators, 
delivered through Sen. George 
McGovern I D-S.D.1. listing 24 
episodes, some attributed to 
groups listed only as having 
"CIA connections and con-
tacts." 

The Cuban government 
charged that the CIA at-
tempted to kill Castro as late 
as 1971, which was during the 
Nixon administration. But 
Church gave no indication of 
such an effort in his 
statements yesterday. 

The Senate committee 
headed by Church has con-
dueled three months of secret 
meetings on the assassination 
issue and is expected to issue 
itsreport on the matter within 
a Few weeks. 

The committee has asked 
former President Nixon to 
testify on intelligence matters 
during his administration, and 
Church said yesterday he 
would favor a subpoena for 
Nixon if he fails to appear. He 
said he believes the com-
mittee will back him uo. 


