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. WAS CASTRO BERIND JFK ASSASSINATKON" :
WASHINGTON (K!- S) — Former President Lyndon * hnson told me not long before he died that he

3 . believed Cuban Premier Fidel Castro was behind Le» Harvey Oswald's murder of President John
¢ adig SRR _ Kennedy. e . :
; . Johnson, then a retired pnvate citizen, swore me to secrecy. But I break the confidence now because
Johnson s opinion appears to debunk the current speculation that the Central Intelligence Agency lm"ht'-
somahow have been involved in the Kennedy assassination.

3 ___The former President saad that he firmly believed Oswald was acr.mg alone in pulhng the tngger But_“

Johnson also beheved that Osw.ﬂd did ::uch an outra;,eous deed because he was under either the influence
or the orders of Castro i '

T v Tk SaysNoMure - A EI e
.'-R'Although I asked for more mformatlon Johnson did not explam the basis for }us conviction. He only sald '
: thai he understood Castro w:shed tohave Kennedy killed because he believed that Kennedy had ordered the
-CIA to klll hun ‘And Johnson declined, with a shake of his head, to tell me if that suspicion of Castro 5 had ,

_been an accurate one, or even if Johnson himself knew whether it was.

Juhnson was convinced that the Warren Commission report was accurate, mscfar as it \»iéenf. 'Bnt he :
: ubvmusly doubted that the full truth had come out. T ot
. The former Pres:dent conﬁded these thoughts to me in a long, rambhng conversation durmg a prwate"—;
" visit to his. ranch about a year before he died. He was in a reflective mood, and enjoyed reliving wcarmusly :
; the days of his Presidency. (I had been assigned to cover the White House during most of that penod and
had been in the White House motorcade in Dallas when Kennedy was killed.) - e
! * Johnson said he was disturbed by the periodic efforts of amateur sleuths fo keep controversy over the -
8 assassmatzon alive. “Some people even think 1 du-ected it,” Johnson sighed. “'It is a lucky th-ng Iwas t.here
e ";_ff in the motorcade and could have gotten it too.” . _
«, " Por the past month, the White House commission investigating the CIA has been looking into allegatmns
that the Agency was a party to the Kennedy assassination. The group, chaired by Vice President Nelson
- Rockefeller, officially announced ldst week that lt has been unable to find any evidence to support those -
allegations. ' ,
“Thus far we have not found any credible evidence that the CIA was lnvolved as a party in the '
assassmatmn comrrusswn executive director David Belin said.
) ) Gregory's Allegatmns
"'he al!egatmns were raised pnmanly by comedian Dick Gregory, w ho contended that E. Howard Hunt, a
former CIA agent, convicted two years ago of conspiring to carry out the Watergate bugging plot, was
present at the scene of the assassination. Hunt denied this in testimony before the commission and
produced witnesses to the fact he was in Washington on the day Kennedy died.
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e The CIA.however, didhave some

Marme who had lived for some time in the Soviet

:2 Two months before the assassmatmn,
pertmsswn to visit
Cu‘ua, if not under its mﬂuence. G

i Dunfzg the period whilehe was trymg togo to Cuba,
Kennedy mtended to have Castro assassinated and in

"Kennedy first. Or it is possible he was assngned the
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knowledge of Oswald prior to the assassination,

that country Thus there is established evidence that

Oswald decxdad to lu]l Kermedy for no other reason tgthat he was nuts
-1do not know whether Johnson based his opmmn about Castroon specxal mtelhgence

or sxmply on an experlenced pohtlcal hunch. _In any case
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because he was an ex- -

Union and was therefore a security suspect. CIA

; - . operatives in Mexico were also supposedly aware of Oswald’s movements there.
Oswald appealed to the Cuban embassy in Mexico City for

Oswald was at least mterested m'

Oswald might have been told by 2 Cuban activist that £

his own demented mind taken on the chore of killing
task by a Cuban official in return for some future :

,,'.

he would not reveal
the comrmsswn ought to find hlS v1ews -




