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Dear ~iliisn,

Suflfer:ny and tregedies sr: so intensely e rocnal I heve dab-tec writing for
two weeks not wentiang to seecm an intruder vet wantine vary meh to write, for it
often bep-ens in the ferocity snd unguich thet we do not renlize <h-t 22 ere nof, reslly,
wlone, %hzt others are frastretved dy their inchility 4o resch ous wish whot little
confort there is for vhot cunnot be replacads

msch in nis own way in sone messure suflers agsin with those for vhom he hes
strosg feelings from the experiences of his own sost hut is often uncble te articulate
it or feers thst the articulvtion might only sggravete the peln. Xach »f us hes hils
o*n tragedies, post and potentia@,und vonts so neh to disinish the oriel of cthers,
it is not essy, OTften it is inpos:zible.

During the s=rvices for Freci‘ent Xen:2dy, wh-n so '»:ny of us felt such a peronel
loss when there was nn kinshin, the Hever nd Henron resd Deileskizsties, soyirg it was
the 1rte fresident’s favoritfbonk of +he binle, Tudienly ! £ol% ancther bond, ss I
hed with sore of his vhrases, li¥e “rosts "I lwve promismes to keep, ond miles to go
before I sleep”, =nd "&sk not what your comntry esm do for you; =2sk vhot you cnu do
for your country.” In imnersonsl type quotsbie phrases are llke bewuty. Tholr mesning
is in the eye of the beholder., To me, thesc meon somsthing, s#nd sbout his insugursl
Ll aié¢ try, s it was possiblef for me to try, to do something aboub lt. Terlesicstes
i1s elso gy Tevoritf book ol ths bible, ond I hovs fcund in the pist when tiles were
trying thet resdinz it h:lped me ged & perapective, helved me understund whet my plece
might be in the sem many millions of uncouniabls plsces.

We s8ll hope %he eorth will sbide forsver, thast slthouzh a4l l the rivers do mmst
r:n into the see, the sea iz nct full, snd that ss the sun sets, s» elso doec 1% rise.
And thet men wil. improve, «nd vporhups thers is something yet uidone thet cns of us
might do tovard tnis ende I think tnis is stme of the grestest writing sid nost woaler-
ful philosophy.

“ write you slso, even 1t with misgivings, for I do not iutend to Inirude upon
some 80 sacred, bicsuse in my own way L nsve recantly lesrned how lmporitsht lettars
frox ‘those unknown to us can gmk be. I live under n censtant threeh, not with the
dread Tinnlity of your loss but nonetheless onec thet will, if it ever ewentuautes, be
the next to ths wxmx worse thing thet cen houpen to me. L heve livadé with 1t for a
dozen yesrs, =nd 1 huve lscrmet it iz possible to live & vorthwhile life just the some.
Your letters hzvemesnt much to me, s have those wnd the cells of Bill and #esgle snd
the literzlly hundreds of others from people who felt thet hsd to write on rasding my
booke It docs soften theh-rd dsys to Xnow thst strengers slsc feel wikth us, hurt with
us, zud it helps let ue kmow we zre still pert of e whole, not isoloted, not zl-ne,
not unvented =#nd without,

4% sounde so coli, when we have never @ t, o Tornele I do nct so intead. Pyt
1f there is some sm=ll thing ( for + mn+ 4f t%ere is ii can not be othsrvice) thst
1t is within my cspebility to do, anfyhing thet will 1n eny wey help, please let me
know, for I will went to do it.
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