
D
ata S u ht on C

as 's W
ork for Indonesia 

B
y G

eorge 	
r Jr. 

and P
atrick E

. T
yler 

W
aih

in
g

to
n

 P
co

l. M
att W

rIten
 

T
h
e S

en
ate In

tellig
en

ce C
o
m

m
ittee h

as re-

quested internal T
reasury D

epartm
ent docum

ents 

concerning C
IA

 D
irector W

illiam
 J. C

asey's w
ork 

for Indonesia in 1976 in an effort to determ
ine 

w
hether .he should have registered as a foreign 

a
g
e
n
t -,- 

In
 a latter to

 T
reasu

ry
 S

ecretary
 D

o
n
ald

 T
. 

R
egan, C

oim
m

ittee C
hairm

an B
arry G

oldw
ater 

(R
-A

riz.). tiaid the inquiries center on reports that 

C
asey and,,other m

em
bers of his N

ew
 Y

ork law
 

firm
 had;ntet w

ith T
reasury officials "to discuss 

tax credits for oil exploration and other m
atters 

related tolhe governm
ent of Indonesia." 

T
he request w

as m
ade as part of the com

m
it-

tee's unfinished investigation into C
asey's finan-

cial activities during the last decade. T
he inves-

tigation w
as launched in m

id-July follow
ing the 

resignation of C
asey's handpicked chief of covert 

operations, M
ax H

ugel, for alleged im
proper stock 

m
arket activities. 
C

asey's:Jinn, R
ogers &

 W
ells, registered in July, 

1077, as an agent for the Indonesian governm
ent 

In a staketnent to Justice D
epartm

ent's F
oreign 

A
gents R

egistration O
ffice, the firm

 said it w
as 

undertaking legal representation before [U
.S

.] 

governm
ental departm

ents ... in connection w
ith 

obtaining U
.S

. foreign tax credit for Indonesian 

incom
e taxes paid by U

.S. oil com
panies." 

A
t the tim

e, U
.S

. oil com
panies could not w

rite 

o
ff tax

es o
n
 In

d
o
n
esian

 o
il ex

tractio
n
 as th

ey
 

could in M
iddle E

astern countries, a know
ledge-

able official said yesterday. T
he Internal R

evenue 

S
ervice had specifically disallow

ed foreign tax 

credits under production-sharing contracts used 
by the Indonesian governm

ent at the tim
e. 

C
asey and his firm

 w
ere hired to bring about a 

change in that ruling, but unlike the firm
, C

asey 
never registered as a foreign agent 

C
asey failed to list the Indonesian governm

ent 

or m
any of his other legal clients in connection 

w
ith S

enate confirm
ation proceedings early this 

year despite an intelligence com
m

ittee rule calling 

for such disclosures over the last five years. 
Instead, he provided a copy of a short list of 

clients that had been subm
itted to the O

ffice of 

G
overnm

ent E
thics under less rigorous disclosure 

rules. C
asey subm

itted a fuller list A
ug. 27 at the 

S
enate com

m
ittee's request 

C
IA

 G
eneral C

ounsel Stanley Sporkin said yes- 

terd
ay

 th
at h

e b
eliev

ed
 C

asey
 h

ad
 co

n
tacted

 

T
reasury and IR

S
 officials on behalf of Indonesia 

but had done "no lobbying" and had not partic-

ipated in other activities that w
ould have required 

him
 to register. 

M
oreover, S

porkin contended that C
asey's ac-

tivities at the tim
e w

ere not covered by the F
or-

eign A
gents R

egistration A
ct because of an ex-

em
ption enacted in 1966 for law

yers engaged "in 

the legal representation of a disclosed foreign 

principal before any court of law
 or any agency of 

the governm
ent of the U

nited S
tates." 

A
ccording to S

porkin, R
ogers &

 W
ells regis-

tered "later on"—
in 1977—

only because "they an-
ticipated they m

ight be going beyond "the attor-

ney's exem
ption" to take part in "a legislative ap-

proach" to the problem
. B

y then, he said, C
asey 

w
as no longer w

orking on the case. 
A

ttem
pts to teach senior m

em
bers of R

ogers &
 

W
ells to determ

ine how
 m

uch tim
e and w

ork 
C

asey billed to the Indonesian account and in 

w
hat years w

ere unsuccessful. In his supplem
ental 

disclosure A
ug. 27, C

asey sim
ply listed Indonesia 

and m
any others as clients for w

hom
 he had "bill-

able tim
e or otherw

ise received credit" during the 

period 1976-81. 


