
JFK assassination: A case 
that has not been closed 
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issio

n
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D
isto

rtio
n
s a

n
d
 F

a
lsifica

tio
n
s o

f 'C
a
se 

C
losed. —

  by H
arold W

eisberg. C
arrol &

 
G

ra
f P

u
b
lish

ers, In
c., N

ew
 Y

o
rk. p

a
p
er, 

178 pages. 

"
C

ase O
p

en
,"

 a n
ew

 b
ook

 b
y JF

K
 

assassination expert H
arold W

eisberg, is a 
p

o
lem

ic a
g
a
in

st th
e "

rev
isio

n
ist"

 
con

clu
sion

s an
d

 cover-u
p

s of an
oth

er 
book on the subject by G

erald P
osner. 

W
h

en
 G

erald
 P

osn
er's b

ook
,"

C
ase 

C
losed," burst upon the literary scene in 

th
e
 la

te
 su

m
m

e
r
 o

f 1
9
9
3
, it w

a
s 

im
m

ediately greeted and w
idely hailed by 

th
e m

ed
ia, p

rofession
al h

istorian
s, an

d
 

so
m

e
 se

c
to

r
s o

f a
c
a
d

e
m

ia
 a

s th
e
 

"politically correct" and final solution to 
th

e N
ov. 22, 1963, assassin

ation
 of Joh

n
 

F
. K

en
n

ed
y: O

sw
ald

 d
id

 it—
h

e d
id

 it 
alone, and w

ith nary a political conspiracy 
to be found anyw

here. 
T

h
is "

con
clu

sion
"

 w
as virtu

ally th
e 

sam
e version

 reach
ed

 b
y th

e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission
 alm

ost 30 years earlier b
u

t 
w

ith a new
 "tw

ist" added by P
osner, w

ho 
provided a specific m

otive for the killing. 
(T

he W
arren C

om
m

ission could not and 
d

id
 n

ot fin
d

 n
or p

u
b

lish
 a "

m
otive"

 for 
O

sw
ald

's alleged
 crim

e w
h

en
 it p

rin
ted

 
the W

arren R
eport in Septem

ber 1964.) 
H

ollyw
ood gossip colum

nist L
iz Sm

ith, 
w

hose articles appear regularly in the San 
F

ra
n
cisco

 C
h

ron
icle, ech

oed
 P

osn
er's 

"conclusion" in bar short capsule review
 

of h
is b

ook
 (O

ct. 25, 1993): "
[O

sw
ald

 
h

ad
] ju

st a d
esire to get even

 an
d

 b
e 

noticed." 
T

h
e fact th

at th
is view

 h
eld

 b
y b

oth
 

P
o

sn
er a

n
d

 S
m

ith
 w

en
t co

n
tra

ry
 to

 
A

m
erican

 an
d

, in
d

eed
, w

orld
 op

in
ion

 
(U

.S
. p

olls in
 recen

t years sh
ow

ed
 u

p
 to 

8
0
 p

ercen
t d

isb
eliev

in
g
 th

e W
a
rren

 
R

eport) m
eant that P

osner had his w
ork 

cut out for him
. 

W
hat new

 evidence or new
 tools could 

he provide that w
ould satisfy his readers 

that the current popularly held notion of a 
con

sp
iracy w

as all w
ron

g an
d

 th
at th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

, d
esp

ite its m
an

y 
fla

w
s (a

d
m

itted
 ev

en
 b

y
 P

o
sn

er) 
n

ev
erth

eless h
a

d
 co

m
e to

 th
e rig

h
t 

conclusion of O
sw

ald's guilt? 
F

orm
er W

all S
treet law

yer G
erald

 
P

osner had the answ
er w

ith his legal brief 
in hand before the w

orld court of,public 
op

in
ion

: C
ase solved

 b
y p

sych
iatry an

d
 

the sciences of com
puter technology and 

photographic enhancem
ent. 

A
d

d
 to

 th
ese m

ira
cles o

f scien
tific 

w
onders P

osner's boastful assertion that 
he interview

ed 200 persons in connection 
w

ith
 th

e m
ost celeb

rated
 m

u
rd

er of th
e 

20th century and you have a form
ula for a 

successful revisionist history that future 
scholars and historians w

ill w
ell ponder 

and m
arvel at. 

T
he m

ountains of praise heaped upon 
P

osn
er after h

is b
ook

's ap
p

earan
ce are 

em
b

arrassin
g in

 th
e extrem

e w
h

en
 w

e 
recall som

e instances. 
W

riter Frederick D
annen (author of "H

it 
M

an") stated that P
osner's book "really 

closed the case" and that it "for the first 
tim

e ever, p
resen

ts an
 accou

n
t of th

e 
K

en
n

ed
y
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 d

ev
o
id

 o
f 

speculation." (W
eisberg contends that this 

latter point is ludicrous; he dem
onstrates 

how
 P

osner relied on nothing but theory 
and speculation.) 

T
om

 W
ick

er of T
h

e N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, 

w
h

o w
as p

resen
t w

h
en

 K
en

n
ed

y w
as 

g
u

n
n

ed
 d

o
w

n
 in

 D
a

lla
s, to

o
k

 th
e 

opportunity to hail P
osner and pat dow

n 
all of the m

any w
riters on the JF

K
 case 

(w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 n

ecessa
rily

 in
clu

d
e 

W
eisberg). W

icker derogatorily lum
ped 

them
 together as "assassination conspiracy 

a
fter a

n
o

th
er"

 a
n

d
 la

b
elled

 th
em

 
"dishonest," w

hereas P
osner deserved the 

highest honors because now
 "the case of 

JF
K

 is indeed closed." 

P
osner's publisher, R

andom
 H

ouse, is 
u

n
ab

ash
ed

 an
d

 u
n

reserved
 in

 its b
old

 
pronouncem

ent on the dust jacket's blurb 
th

a
t P

o
sn

er "
fin

a
lly

 su
cceed

s w
h

ere 
h

u
n

d
red

s ... h
ave failed

—
it resolves th

e 
greatest m

urder m
ystery of our tim

e" and 
puts "to rest all speculation." 

D
espite the fact that W

eisberg has com
e 

to be know
n as "the dean of assassination 

literature" and has w
ritten m

ore books on 
the JF

K
 case than any other w

riter, not a 
sin

gle n
ew

sm
an

, jou
rn

alist, or m
ed

ia 
p

erson
ality called

 h
im

 to get h
is op

in
ion

 
of P

osner's w
ork w

hen it appeared! 
P

erh
ap

s th
e b

est su
m

m
ary of "

C
ase 

O
pen" and w

hat it is about can be gleaned 
fro

m
 W

eisb
erg

's o
w

n
 w

o
rd

s o
n

 th
e 

purposes of his w
ork: 

'h
is b

ook
 is, as in

ten
d

ed
, an

 exp
osu

re 
and an indictm

ent of G
erald P

osner and 
h

is m
istitled

 b
ook

, 'C
ase C

losed
,' th

e 
m

ost d
ish

on
est of all th

e m
an

y b
ook

s on
 

th
e assassin

ation
 of P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y 
and its investigations. It also exposes and 
indicts the m

edia and those w
ho connived 

w
ith P

osner." 
P

osn
er's th

esis (really th
eory) relies 

h
eavily, as W

eisb
erg p

oin
ted

ly n
otes, on

 
tw

o essential argum
ents. T

he first of these 
d

ea
ls w

ith
 O

sw
a
ld

's a
lleg

ed
 m

en
ta

l 
con

d
ition

, w
h

ich
, in

 P
osn

er's "
an

alysis"
 

evolves to a stead
ily in

creasin
g state of 

deterioration. 
T

o accom
p

lish
 th

is, P
osn

er cites th
e 

testim
on

y of D
r. R

en
atu

s H
artogs, a 

p
sych

iatrist w
h

o exam
in

ed
 O

sw
ald

 as a 
tru

an
t ch

ild
, th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 sh

ow
n

 
"aggressive" and "assaultive" potential. 
W

eisberg, how
ever, notes that H

artogs's 
testim

ony before the W
arren C

om
m

ission 
w

a
s co

n
tra

d
icto

ry
. A

t th
e en

d
 o

f h
is 

testim
ony, in fact, H

artogs adm
itted that, 

u
p

on
 fu

rth
er recollection

, h
e h

ad
 n

ot  found that O
sw

ald displayed assaultive 
potential as a child. 

B
u
t it is to

 th
e seco

n
d
 of P

o
sn

er's 
argum

ents that W
eisberg devotes m

ost of 
his book: P

osner's so-called use of science 
(in

 th
e fo

rm
 o

f co
m

p
u

ters an
d

 p
h

o
to

 
enhancem

ents). 
W

e
isb

e
rg

 sh
o
w

s th
a
t P

o
sn

e
r's 

reconstruction of the crim
e is totally 

false 
based on the tim

ing of the shots. 
In fact, P

osner introduced no scientific 
evidence dealing w

ith the contention that 
sh

ots m
igh

t h
ave b

een
 fired

 from
 an

y 
lo

ca
tio

n
 o

th
er th

a
n

 th
e tra

d
itio

n
a
l 

"
sn

ip
er's n

est"
 on

 th
e 6th

 floor of th
e 

T
exas B

ook D
epository. 

W
eisb

erg is ab
le to d

em
on

strate th
at 

O
sw

ald could not possibly have run dow
n 

four flights of stairs in tim
e to be spotted 

drinking a C
oke by a cop in the 2nd floor 

lunchroom
—

all in less than tw
o m

inutes, 
according to the W

arren R
eport. 

W
eisb

erg
 m

in
ces n

o
 w

o
rd

s in
 h

is 
searing criticism

 of P
osner and his w

ork. 
B

efore P
osn

er p
u

b
lish

ed
 h

is b
ook

 h
e 

befriended W
eisberg. H

e spent three days 
w

ith his w
ife, T

risha, at W
eisberg's hom

e 
poring through the m

assive collection of 
o
fficia

l g
o
v
ern

m
en

t d
o
cu

m
en

ts th
a
t 

W
eisb

erg w
as on

ly too w
illin

g to sh
ow

 
despite his poor health and near physical 
disability. 

W
eisberg w

rites that P
osner deliberatly 

m
isled him

 about the nature of the book he 
w

as w
riting. 

W
eisberg's book is in paperback form

 
an

d
 is 178 p

ages in
 len

gth
. It actu

ally is 
only 20 percent of a larger m

anuscript he 
had prepared. B

ut be decided to print the 
shorter version in order to get the w

ord out 
w

ithout delay. T
he com

plete m
anuscript 

w
ill b

e m
ad

e availab
le b

y W
eisb

erg for 
scholars and researchers. D

etails on how
 

to obtain it are m
entioned in the book. 

Ju
d

gin
g b

y th
e 20 p

ercen
t th

at h
as 

appeared in this short version—
w

hich by 
itself dem

olishes P
osner's pet theories—

th
e rem

ain
in

g 80 p
ercen

t to b
e fou

n
d

 in
 

th
e fu

ller m
an

u
scrip

t m
u

st b
e u

tterly 
devastating! 	
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