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Isaac CASARIEGO is a Cuban who was an advisor for the Cuban

I interviewed ISRAC CASARIEGO on January 18, 1968, at 8:30 pm
at his home at 1017 Andrews S . in' Metairie. Miss JODY DUEK
accompanied me, and took note$S from which this report is written.
Also present at the interview was JORGE ISAAC CASARIEGO, DR.
CASARIEGD"S 22 year old son.

ISAAC CASARIEGO was a very successful lawyer for 22 years in

. Cuba, and for 16 years was a public defender. He also taught e
at the University of Havana, and has a Doctorate in Philpsophy
as well as his Law Degree

CASARIEGO came to the United States with his family in July of
1960, with each of them bringing his clothes and $150,.00 per .
person, as was the then active law. CASARIEGO said that since
he was Catholic, he would not pray for the death of CASTRO,

but he would not cry however if CASTRO did die. Ee felt no one
would be able to substitute for CASTRO, and that the Communists.
would have a hard time holding Cubd if CASTRO were to die.

He said that in 1959, 95% of the Cubans believed in CASTRO, they
were blinded by him. He went step by step, and had the backing
of the majority, until his step was to crush the individual
small groups, still keeping the vast majority in the dark.
CASARIEGO said he began to doubt CASTRO and his motives in,
Aug./Sept. of '59., CASTRO had cancelled all the mortgages,

and CASARIEGO lost about $50,000.

He said his first doubts, howaver, were not then, but when CASTRO
began to have problems with the Catholic Nuns and Priests. It
was then CASARIEGO became disenchanted with CASTRO, ‘and made
plans to leave Cuba. ’

CASARIEGO said that he Had helped in the passive resistance. Ee

was in the upper middle class in Cuba.
Al

E= also raised the question of what had happaned to CIENFUEGO,
& very popular Cuban leader, who disappzared while in a small -
plane flying to Havana., Ee felt it was foul play done by CATRO.'

CASARIEGO said that he had a very difficu
cama to Amerieca. In the kaginning he deoc
Claa.un.__e_&al__&_:n ishpent, and was_sble to U
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‘CASARIEGO mantioned having met SERGIO ARCACHA SMITE in his
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service station which hs.gga subseguontly begun after the dry
clezning esteblishment Wi bad. AKCACHA came to the station 2
couplc of times to kuy gas. They w=re only zcguaintanccs, and

he szw him last in about 1961, CASARIEGO said ANGRCHA was nice,
but that he didn't care for him, and couldn't explain just why.

Ee found he was losing money on the service stzizion, so he sold
it, and went.to work selling ladies shoes in a Marcs Isaacs store
in Aug. of '6l. @

He was at this time called by a man from WWL (radio) and asked !
if he were interested in working on a daily radio show, sponsored
by the Cuban Freedom Committee. He was told this was a group of
Senators  Congresematy Fiwsion vwashington, who were sympathetic
towards Cubans and had raised funds for this purpose. I feel
sure he knows more about this than he admitted. '

He tried out for the show, along with a group of other Chbans,
whose names he couldn't or wouldn't give us, saying that he didn't
know them, although he was ncbulous on this point. MRS. MARTH
%ﬁgnﬁgggﬁ_ Secretary of the Cuban Freedom Committee dame to see

m, and interviewed him for the show. He was chosen, and the
first show was tapsd Deec. 1, 1961, and broadcast Dzc. 11, The
show was all in Spanish. 15 minutes was the length of the show,
and after one month it was lengthened te a half hour. The exiled
Bishop of Havana spoke on Sundays. The program was haard in Cubﬂ
There was also a station in Miami brozdcasting the same type of .
programs to Cuba. In a few months, it went to an hour show, plu3g
a show frem midnight to 6 am, which was a two hour tapz repsated
twice. The program also had a great Cuban comedian wno did a
satire of Rabinez' bookx on Communis:h. ’

Cubans began jamming the Miami statiocn so they began using the
personnel from there on the show here also. |
CASARIEGO began substitute teaching at a school on Elysian Fields,
and then this last year began teaching at Holy Cross. Ie is now
employed full time as a Spanish teacher. He moved to 3337 La.
Pkwy in '60, then moved to 3523 and 3525 La. Pkwy after two ycars,
and lived there until Scpt., 67, when he moved to his present
address., His phone at both La. Pkwy Addresses was 899-4817.

When he first came here LUIS RABEL NUNEZ was 2 good friend, he
hzd met him 30 years previously here in Kew Orleans, and they
accidentally met and remsmbercd each other. Since RABEL was

in dry cleaning, he tried to help CASARIEGA. EHe also tried to
get CASAPIEGO to join his group, but he declined saying that ha
would help RABEL, but would not join any cne group. He was also
asked to join_R=ECE (Recrasentzcion de cub=nos Exilos) Exiles of
Cuzan Depresentation) wiich was an inmportant greoup in Miami
backed the owners of Bacardi Rum. A, lawyer, DR...EREYRE, asked .
hin to join, but he sz2id he'd collect for the group, or give thes
air time instead. ' ) .

CASASIEZO knew Dr. MIRO CARDCHA in Havana, they had attended
A} 2
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gwing a BR. TCIY VARCIA.
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-CRSARIEGG also knew FRANCISCO (FRANK) BAETSS by name oaly in Cuba
but met him.in 1965 in the U.S. E=z thinkes highly of BARTES. He

szid ha kagw sboat BARRTLS' expleits in Africz during the Cougo Vias
Dut would not elabozaote further, Ee know nothing of the t:akdih,‘

|
camps across the lake. He 212 he did nct get mixed up with szac %
ific groups. He would back all Cubans whea they nseded help, if
was for the good of Cuba, but would not join any one group. He [
would work only <£or Cuba. EHe feals that if the Cubans gathered
together, the U. S. Govt. should and would do somsthing contrete
for them. Ee fedls that although Cuba is under a Communist regimse,
the Cuban pzople will naver be Communists.
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CASERIEGO declined to talk about the Bay of Pigs, he said he did
not know what had happened. He felt something very important had
happened that day, but he felt he couldn't blame any one, he did
not know thﬁ reason for what happencd, so he felt soory, but just
didn't want to talk about it. He says oaly history will tell the
truth. He said he would have been happy if the Bay of Pigs had
succeeded. He can't believe what pzople say is truth(JFK at faulf
He couldn't understand, maybe for the best, maybe for the worst.
But he was very lcguacious in assuring me that he didn't want to
talk about it. Methinks the lady doth protest too much.

St

| CASARTEGO also knows CARLOS BRINGUIER, and thinks he is a Yfine
boy". He dossn't know him well, but liked him.

CASARIEGO was very pro-KENHEDY (JFK) but dossn't know if OSWALD
was the one who pulled the trigger. .

He mentioned HAROLD WEISBERG had wanted to see him, but he was
sick with a sore throat. He met EDYARD.BUTLER some time ago.
CASRRIEGO had helped INCA with ads, etc., and has met DR. OCHSNER
(ALTON?) whom he also described as being very nice. They were
both always kind to him, and interested in the Cuban situation.
He said the last time he saw BUTLER was at the Roosevelt Hotel
when the Cubans gavs DR. COCHSNER a plague. He had also met
JUANITA CASTRO, (FIDEL'S sister) who is exiled from Cuba. She
sent occasional tapes for CASARIEGO's radio show.

When shown the photograﬁhs, he recognized CELSO HERNANDEZ, but
said he knew nothing about him. All the other pictures produced
negative results, except for BRINGUIER.

He sald he will never lose hope that Cuba will be 1ibérated, and
that the U.D. Govt. will help as they did in 1898. DR. CASARIEGO!|s
son also agreed with his father, and they both said they felt Mr.
Garrison was trying to do his best. They said they wotld cooper-
ate In the future.
NOTES T

B S vary csoparative I sincerely "feel that
icatad about the acgivities of the Cubans in-

L this intsrview. . x ' i
The background of the Cuban Fresdem Comm. may prova to ba C,I.A.
in nzturz since I dea't believe Senztors and Congrassmen go azround
spending their parsonal monies of Fras Cuba Radio pregrecming.
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