Mr, Kent Carroll 7/9/93

Carroll & Braf

260 Fifth Ave., ’
New York, NY 10001 4

Dear Mr, Carroll, _

I do not know what our mutual friend Richard Gallen told you about me, if anything.
Past 80 and with a number of health problems my sleep cycle is not that of most people.

It is interrupted frequently and most of the time I am not able to remain asleep as long
as most people cane I almost never remember any dreams. And if I am asleep more than has
for several years been normal for me, it tires me. I also walk, the pnly exercise per—
mitted me, before daylight. But this morning's heat and humidity indicate that I should
not until I'1l be permitted to do some walkdng inside an air-conditioned building. So,
tired and without enough time'to return to writing, I was just sitting and thinkiné.

I remembered that at a littie before 1 a.m. when I avakened in my mind's eye was
what I was gsent some time after it appeared, Publishers$ Veekly's quotation of you, that
Harry Li.vings‘l:one "mows . what he is talking about" because it is he who brought to light
JFK's adrenal deficiency. Then I remembered, not without amusement, that your coming bock
is ti'tlod illers of Truth, with t;m sﬁbti‘ble saying that, I presume, all other than Harry
have k:i.lld the truth about the JFK assassination. That is much more modest than what he wrte
me and others, which is that I was part of two conspirgecies, one to kill JFK and the other
to keep him from "breaking the case wide open," or I am an zmesm accessory in two crimes,
one of which is to murder. Of his varying account of the less serious crime the last cne
of which I have knowledge had hme -the leader of that conspiracy.

If you had cited a ldsser authority than Harry I would have trusted my memorgy, which
told me that without proof JIK's adreral deficiency was referred to quite often in publis
by those hoping LBJ would be able to wrest the nomination from JFK by sfaring people with
the prospect of nominating a man on the verge of death from that adrenal deficiency and
that my friend Dr, John Nichols wrote an article for a medical jourmal with the proof in
about 1967 when he gave me a copy of that article.

Harry told me how I was an accessory in the conspiracy to murder. It was news to me,

I was puzzled for a while on how I became a killer of truth and a government disin-
formation agent, Now I think I can pinpoint when that began. It was when Harry was for the
first time, which is to say aftgr his two books were published, going to study the Eapruder
film, He asked me what to look for. I told him he might not like it but if he examined those
frames the Warren Comission was to have published and hadn't, frames I forced the Archives
to inelude in the tray of those shown to researchers, he flould find that® contrary to that
l?sis of his second book the back of the head had not been blown oute. Three weeks later he
phoned me and thanked me for guiding him to the truth. He even said he was wrong, the only
time I remember him saying thate. &nd soon tﬁ things coincided: he tried to have an investi-
gation made of me as an employee of the DuPont Corporjﬂion, which I never was and never said
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I had been (I'd worked for a newspaper owned by a DuPont) and Harry had a revelation: the
Zapruder £ilm had been altered by the conspirators.  hus the back of JFK's head had been
blowvn out, as he had written, with the proof that it had not been phonied up by that ne-
farious conspiracy.

But as I thought about this it did not really make me a killer of truth, it was that
conapiracy. I never had access to that film to doctor it before those slides were made.
Nor had I been, as I told Harry, on that late-night plane from Dallas to Ehicago on which
the original of that film was carried. On that plane was the only opportu;lity for any
playing of games with the original. Harry did not tell me how those foresighted conspira-
tors managed to have in advance a photo lah on that commercial plane,

So, how could I have been a killer of truth? Ag I thought about this the only way
posgible secmed to be that I frought to light about a quarter of a million pages of what
had been secret government JFK assassin.atmn records and more, I made it possible for
others to continue that effort. ‘

4nd, of course, all those records also are phony., Witness the fact than on his many
v:l.'s}s here Harry never once made any search of those files,

Hea OEEEX Culpa!

First I thought you might like to have the understated newspaper account of what a
federal judge once said in one of't-hose many FOIA lawsuits, some precedental, that brought
all those phony records to light. Then I remembered that I have a copy of the pertinent
page of the congressional Records There you will see that no less an authority than the
President's only living brother saw to it that the legislative history of the amending of
FOIA, referring to the investigatory files exemption, was my‘ crime,

I enclose coples of both, ‘

So, in a saying popular in my youth, I "livd and learn."

Harold Weisberg
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Criiic to Get
Free FBI Set
Of JFK Files

By George Lardner Jr.
Whaahington Post Btaff Writer
U.S. Distriet Court Judge Gerhard
Gesell refused yesterday to delay the
FBI's impending release of thousands

of additional documents bearing on -

the nssassination of President Ken-
nedy, but agreed that author-critic Ha-
rold Welsberg should get a free set
“with all reasonable dispatch.”

The FBI -plans to make public on
‘Wednesday some 40,000 pages of head-
quarters documents on the 1863 assas-
sination at a cost of 10 cents a page
for those who want their own copies.
The bureau released an inilial 40,000
pages last month on a similar basis,

An outspoken critic of the Warren
Commission and author of six hooks
on the JFK murder, Weisberg noted
that he has had freedom-of-informa-
tion requests for such documents
pending for years and that he had
asked for-a waiver of fees in mid-No-
vember. He filed for a federal court
injunction in late December, arguing
that he was entitled to a free set at

least by the tlme the final batch was

made public.

Charging that such voluminous FBI
releases amounted to “media events"
that effectively camouflage unjustifia-
ble deletions and paper over “a very
careful job of sifting and concealing.”
Weisherg said the Justice Department
and the FBI had completely ignored
his request for a walver of the fees,
which he said he could not afford.

Announcing his decision from the
bench after an hour-long hearing, Ge-
sell was sharply eritical of the govern-
‘ment's delay in responding to Wels-

berg's request for more than 50 days.’

The Justice Department offered him a
reduced rate of 6 cents a page last
week, but Gesell sald “it {s apparent
no consideration whatever” was given
to Weisberg's claims of poor health
and indigency.

“The equities are very substantially
and overwhelmingly in plaintlif's fa-
vor,”Gesell said. He said that the rec
ords would not be coming to light now
were It not for earlier freedom-of-in-
{formation litigation by Weisberg. This
led to a congressional change in the
law, opening the door to FBL investi-
gatory records.

The judge, however, decllned tio
bold up the Wednesday release, on
grounds that the disclosure of the don-
uments was the “pre-eminent consid-
eraton.” Welsberg's ‘lawyer, Jataes H.
Lesar, said lster that he understood
the FDI would mall Weisberg copies
of the furthcoming 40,000 pages the
same day.
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tiw agencles opnrnled legnlly. The prob-
Iem s that In the quest for Inw and order,
cnso after ense nfter cnse afler cnse lm.r;
been thrown oub because the Inw en-
foreement and Intelllgenco communities
ncled Hlegnlly. Bo I do not think we at-
tnin nny particulor status of accomplish-
mentb In conrnquerlng organlzed erhine, or
nny crime whntsoever for that matter,
with IHegal activilles resulllng In cnses
belbg thrown out of court.

I wonld suggest that the record speaks

for Ilself, Fronkly, I 1ever thonght the .-

record of former Allorney Genernl am-
soy Clnrk wog Whink good. But, comparing
his fecord with that nchileved by succeed-
Ing Allormeys General, he looks llke Tom
Deawoy In his |)rusecut.mlnl heydny,

Mr. IIRUSIKA. That record s had, but
tlo we wnnb Lo make It worse by adopling
this amendment which threntens to Lle
the hands of the FBI nnd dry up Lhelr
sources of Informallon? I say, with that,
the soup or the broth Is spolled, and I
see no use In addiyg n lew dosnges of
polson,

The pending amendment should be
rejected,

Mr, KENNEDY. Mr. President, I do not
recognlze the nmendment, nag It has been
deseribed by Lhe Sennlor [rom Nebraskn,
na the nmendment we are now couslder-
ing. I feel there hina heen n gross misin-
terpretation of the nctual words ol the
amendment aud [t Intentlon, as well as
what 16 would ncbunlly nehleve and ac-
complish, So I think 1t Is hmportant for
the recold lo be extremely clear nbout
thls.

Il we nceept tho amendment of the
Senntor [rom Michlgnn, we will not open
up the commmlty to raplsts, muggers,
and killers, ns the Senator from Nebroskn
has almost suggested by hls divect com-
ments and statements on the nmend-
ment, What I am trying to do, as I un-
derstand the thrust of the amendment,
s that It be speclile about snfegunrding
the leglthnale Investigations that would
he eonducted by the Federal agencles and
nlso Lhe Investigative flles of the FBI.

As nontler of fact, Jooklng back over
the development of legislation under the
1006 net and looking at the S8enale report
langunge from that leglsintlon, It was
clenrly the Interpretation In the Senate's
flevelopment of that leglsintlon that the
“Investigatory flle” exemptlon would be
extremely narrowly deflved. It wns so
untll recent tlmes—really, until about
the past few months, 1t Is to remedy that
diTerent Interpretation that the nmend-
ment of the Senntor from Michlgan which
we nre now consldering was proposed.

I should llke to nsk the Senator from
Michigan a couple of guestlons,

Does the Senntor's amendment In ef-
fect overrlde the courb declslons In the
court of nppeals on the Welsberg agalnst
Unlked States, Aspin agalnst Departnient
of Defense ; Ditlow ngninst Brinegar; and
Natlonnl Center ngnlnst Welnberger?

As I understand 1t, the holdlngs In
Lhose parlleulnr eages are of the grentest
concern to the Senntor from Michlgan.
As I Inkerpret 1t, the Impact nod effect
of his amendment would be to override
those parllcular declsions, Is thabt not
i gorrect?

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SBNATE

Mr. HAR'I‘ 'I‘he Benator from Mich-
igan s éorrect. That Is Its purpose. That
wans the purpose ol Congress 1n 1966, we
thought, when we enacted this, Until
about B or 12 months ngo, the courls
consistently hed appronched It on a bal-
anclng basls, which Is exnclly what thls
amendment seeks lo do,

Mr. Prestdent, while several Senators
are In the Chamber, I should llke to ask

for the yens and nays on my amendment,

The yeas nnd nays were ordered.

Mr, KENNEDY., Furthermoro, Mr,
Presldent, the Senale report language
that refers to exemptlon 7 In the 1000
report on the Freedom of Informatlon
Act—and thiat seventh exemptlon s the
target of the SBenator [rom Michlgan's
amendment—reads as [ollows:

Exemptlon No. T denls with “luvestigntory
files complled for law enforcement purpones.’”

*I'heto nre the fllea prepnared by Governiment
.ogencien bo prosccute law vielators. “Uhelr

disglosure of such fOles, except to tho ex-
tent they nre-avallable by Inw to a privale
pnrty, could harm the Government's cose m
court,

It seems to me that the Interpretation, -

the defnlllon, In that report labgunge
Is mueh more restrictlve Ehan the kind
of nmencdient the Senator from Mlchl-
gnn nb this time s atlempting to achieve.
Of ecourse, that Interpretation in the
1966 teport: was embrneed by n unanl-
mots Senale back then,

Mr. HARYT, I think the Senator from
Massachusetls s correct, One could argue
that the nmendment we nre now consld-
ering, il adopted, would leave the I'ree-
dom of Informatloh Act less avallable
to n concerned citizen that wos the case
with the 1066 language inlllally.

Agnln, however, the development In re-
cent cases requires that we respond in
some [ashlon, even though we may not
achileve the same breadth of opporfunity
for the avallablilty of documents that
may arguably bo sald to apply under tho
orlginnl 1067 act,

Mr. KENNEDY. That would certainly
be my understanding. Furthermore, it
seems to me Phat the amendment ltself
has considerable sensitivity bullt In to
proteot ngamst the invaston of privacy,
and to protect the ldentltles of infor-
mants, and most generally to protect the
legltimate Interests of a law enforcement
ngency to conduct an Investigntion Into
nny one of these crimes which have been
outllned In such wonderful verblnge hero
this afternoon—treason, esplonage, or
what hinve you.

So I Just want to express that on these
points the amendment ls preclse and
clenr and ls an extremely posltlve and
constructlve development to meet legitl-
mate lnw enforcement concerns. These
are some of the reasons why I will sup-
port the amendment, and I urge my col-
leagues to do so.

The PRESIDING OIFICER (Mr.
Domentcr), The Senator [romn Nebraska
has 6 minutes remaluing.

Mr. HRUUSKA. Mr. President, I should
llke to point out that the nmendment
proposed by the Senator from Michigan,
preserves the right of people to a falr
trinl or lmpartinl sdjudication, It is
careful to preserve the Identity of an in-

Full toxt of Uongressional Record of
which this is part in-top drawa;- ferayr
JFK appeals ﬁla cabinet. i E 7

Jormers and who are mot accused of

‘determination courts make all the time; in

of prubec ting the Investigative technlques
and procedures, and so forth, But what.
nbout the names of those persons that
are contalned in the file who are not in-

crime nnd who will not be tried? Whot' %
about . the pretectlon of thusa people “¢

formers somewhere along the lina of tha )
Investigation and whose name presume- T
bly would stay In the file. Ae
Mr. Presldent, by wny of summary, 1%
would Ilke to sny that It would distort S
the purposes of the FBI, Imposing on
them the added burden, In sddition to %
Investlgating cases and getilng evidence
of serving s a research source for every ‘%
writer or curlous person, or for those 4
who may wish to find a basls for sult,».
elther agalnst the Government or?
agnlnst someone else who might be men- -3
tloned In the file.
Second, It would Impose upon the FB
the tremendous task of reviewing each
poge and each docwment contalned In
mnany ol thelr investigatory files to make 3
an Independent judgment ns to whether
or not any part thereof should be re-
leased. Some of these flles are very ex-
tensive, particularly In organized ‘crime
cases that are semetimes under consld-
eratlon for a year, a year and L3 Half, or;
2 years. s,
Mr, HART. Mr. President, will the =
Senator yleld?

The PRESIDING OI‘!"ICEE All timo’,
of the Benator has expired. I

Mr, KENNEDY. I yleld the Senator 5'
minutes on the bill.

Mr. HAR'T, Mr. President, T nsk u.tum S

Amous consent that n memorandum leb- g

ter, reference to which hns bheen made 3
In the debate smd which bas been dls- L4
tributed to ench Benator, be printed In’
the Recons.

There belmg . no objectlon, the letter %
was ordered o be printed In the Rnconn, s -
‘as follows:
MBEMORANDEM LETTER
A question has been rnlsed ns to whethe
my nmondment might hinder the Federnl:
Burenu of Investigntion In the performance;
of Its Investigntory dutles. Tho Bnnml

investigationa, I ngree completoly. All of ua Tk
recognize the cruclal law enforcement role.-
of the Burcau's u.npa.raneted aneutlgnungr 3

Howaver. my amendment would not hinder ,' )
the Bureau's performance In any wny. The " d

Bar Associntion language, which my amend
ment adopts verbatlm, wns carefully drawn
to preserve every concelveable reamson the .
Burenu mlght have for reslsting dlmloau.rt
of materinl In an investigntive flle:

If Informants’ nnonymity—whether pnld

If tho Burcau's confldentinl technique
and procedures would be hh.renuned. tlm'
would ba no disclosuro; -

I disclosure Is an m\wnrrnubed invaslol
of privacy, there would be no disclosure’
(contrary to the Burenu's letter, this 1s



