Hr. flat Hentoff 8/14/95
¢/o Oped Poge, the Washington Post

1150 15 St., IN

Vashington, DC 20071

Dear iy, Hentoff, _

Justified and powerful as yol.lfﬁcriticism of Foclictinniss and 88 is (Post 8/14/93)
and as was Jonathan Yardley's before you, I tidnk you have both missed an even greater
scandal - the ugliness of the commercialization and exploitation of the great national
tragedy of tho JFK assassination of which as it has for 30 year: the book-publishing
industry has by and large deceived and misled the people, E

S & S had another bit of worse than trash out for reviews, Bob Callahan's "i‘ls;o Shot
.}I“K?g/ The cover blurb is "A Guide to the lajor Conspiracy Theories«" That is but the
beginuing of the cheap and nasty lies in a book that is shot full ofﬁf@omt and careless
errors. &nd if it uere notl‘would still be worsh than tre_ash. ;'v; Just sicimmed it igut if you
uant a professorial opinion, Jr. David Vrone, Univapsi®y of Wisconsin at Stevens LEo:].n:t:

(how ' qidress 1518 Blackberry Lane) has gone over ite

(I “igress for ma illustra{:icn of -the ignorance and carelessnes: that typify this
not’junusual publisher greed on the subjcet. On page 42, uhichI just noticed, it has the
Late Sylvia llcagher as "a <ew York City public health adninistrator" when in fact she was
a HO editor, and in the wmwyxEiEst same sentence s:ys that "‘,Qbraham Zepruder's testimomy
did not include his stated belief that the shots came from behind him.7s.." He did so testify.

That so-called "cl?'ter" begins saying that the Varren eeport vias "published" Septcmber
24, 1964,." Wrong! It was three d.ays later. from just skipming I lmov of wany,many more
serious factual, errors all of which hmve been puﬁmﬁim& time, The theories it more
or #ess slips over all ape.the oldest and while I believe all the theories presented as
fact are unproven and mislead and deceive, all the newer one'/and those current inf‘khe
earliest day that were more significant are en‘cggﬁly misging. There cannjt have been any
peer revievw or even the intent of one because the record is that the publishers can get
avay with anything.

There is a real problem for the cpuntry when on major issues the book publishers,
among others,opt for safety from official criticism and for greed. Of they less than couplete
listing of the coming assassination bLooks in B dated 443, I can fault them all in vapying
degreeshnd all, again i varying degrees, with perpetuste the ind¥stry-wide abdication of
any 56588 of responsibilty and its sredd for the dirtiest kind of money.

I on agtounded at the silence that grected Kent Carrollfs description of his coming
book by one of the nuttiest (certifiable) of the nuts who invent these conspiracy theories.
Carroll says it will say of the critiecs other than the one who made so much dirty money
for him that we "have for one reason or ang ther, put out a lot of disinformation, furtherins
the conspiracy." Iy emphasis.




That author, who can have at most a single .peer in "disinformation,? accomding to his
ovn publisher, is charying tie others as accessories after the fact. That is a very
gerious criminal offense.

Aside from the fact that Carroll & Graf have to know that their; anthor is sick in
the head, hou canl all reviewers have not talken note of this ineredible accusation which
cannot be proven, nbt even in ldvingstone's f ‘wcti_ons, of which I hafa large file, and
at the least ask questjons? Including is tiere any meaningful recourse for those so defamed,
and what iesponsibility does a publisher have when he has reason to believe the author he
publishes is not rational?

These are the two extremes, S &S and C & G. In between is 4fr:ghtfu.1 mishmash much
of reprints and some openly fraudilint. 5

"Erasing the boundary between fact and fictiion" on what gé'l:s +to the guts of represen—
tative society, the assassination of a President, is_t-:hat the publishing industry long
had done and is exceeding its d_eplora.ble past with all the tainted money that can come
from the swful, utterly irvesponstile stuff typified by these S & S commercializations.

I hope that at long last reviewers and columnists will learn the reelithes for themsel-
ves end inform the people. ; ' /

Sinceroly, /[ 1 /
/@wafﬂ/

cc Jonathan lardley Harold Weisberg
Please ercuse my fyping. It can Jt be any better. I'm 80 and unwell




