John Hooney 4/3/94
Carroll & Graf

260 Fifth Bve,

New York, IY 10001

Dear 3‘ ohn,

After writing you early this mornings & thought about the long article I sent Richard
some tine aro and wrote a neu lead Tor it. This 5@;11, of course, require a few small
changes in what 4 wrote. I sond 14 o give you an idea of what the artiele Says.

Tmsedl Russell forced an executive session of Hh: Commission after th @eport was
aleady set in iype, less %han a weelk bofore it was handed to President ﬂolmsnn.

There was fu heve been a court reporter there. All those se executive sessions
were to be tvped and nresorved for hq;star_". Russell "eiieved there wes a coyrt reporter
there. “ut J. leg lanl<in, the !'mi\ vho ran the Commission gs its reneral counsel saw to
it that the cofrt rovorter was 2ot there. He substituted a e Uemssserton stenographer
who pre$0?‘@.8d she 5 tho court roportprs  And even whatever she noted in shorthand
no longer exista. I she wrote ‘Eﬂl})‘jﬁﬁ.ﬂf_’,‘ other thanﬁodles.

I have the Commission's cuurt.—reporting records and T have those of the court-
reporting firm, the same firm I'd worked wlth in the 1930s as a Senate editor. There
Wwas no court repprter prewsent. "

This chichanery is nof without R.m.ld_n/(!omnﬁ.saion precedent, The Commission, when
Russedl was not present at its January 22, 1964 executive session, decided to not have
that transcript prepared, to have that record destoryed, This was contrary to its rules
by{: on the motion of th <{ormer CIi director, %—_iembe..' Allen *Ul:llles » the c‘astruction of
that transerupt vas decided UpOr,

(They overlooked the stenotypiot's tape and when * was able to pinpoint where it
vac hidden, under th: Freedom of Inforsation Acty I was able to compel its transeption
for me, Their embarrassing confeszion was of their fear the FBI and their admission
that the I'BI was in effect bhclmuilingﬁ;sht/ into E’;{r{e%with the FBI'4 preconceptions of
t[re‘urime. it "solution" as tle FBI wanted believed. They were supposedly discussing re-
ports that Uswald had worked Tor the FBI. That was before the first Yonmisaion hearing.)

Alons vith what L have publiched and is little known, it would not be dif ficult to
expand this into a small book, with facsimile reproduction, if desired, of 4w what had
been clssified Yop Secret.)

So Nichard will not have teo dig through what I sent him I'11 enclose some of the
documentation for this proposed article. T also enclose the unique credentials the FBI
fave me, perhaps t)ﬁ-’. mnost original defense agninét procf of its perjury. And corrupt as
the cou:sﬁ:\ can be, thoy got away with it! But they did tell that court 1:1'LatJ:j Imou more
about the JI' assassination than anyone vorldng for the FBI! Highlighted on the third
rages The Tirst identifies the lawsuit and me as the plaintiff, ths second explaing the
oituation and the thipd has their language highlighted,
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I do think there ghould Le a magazine willing ‘o consider this now. }t is all

dbeumented Tact, no many theories in it, and it is all new documentation.AAd /( paT ol

As you will Sexm:«:-t see, th: also highly re: Pec.tml Uepublican Scnator from Ken-
tucky who was a “Younistion member, Yolm Sherman “ ovper, was in complete apgreement with
Russell, as he says. Russell told me that to a degree the late ffule Boggs, conservative
[Remocrat from louisiana, also did. (Cokey Roberts' father.)

It is really shocldng stuff.

I could add s third such incident, where there was to have been a cowrt reporter
{or sueh a session and there wa::n't. That also was on Oswald as a reported FBI ageﬁ#v)

source of sowe sort, as supposedly verldune for it. The actual number attributed to
uswald at that session and suppressed is a CIA number.

It was at this point thet you colled. Affter we spoke I -phoned two who are known to
Richard and David, Jim Lesar and his assistant at the Assassination .rchive and Research
Center, 'J:r-lathan Verers. leyers will have phoned you or iz to write you with some addi-
tional 5@’1;,1—:31:.1'_011:: for possible roviews in small publicatioﬁ?% They turn out a newsletter.

I should have ineluded on th: previous pgee that to substitute for the stenographic
transeript for the executive session at which Russell said what I enclese, from his files,
Ranldn phonied one up. I have to, too. That is the first thing I zave Russell and he sabl’
immediately Jhat it was a fale.

I've enclosed a copy of all the documents with my copy of the article. They myy
may not a1l indicéte thoir importance to you but they have importance, real importance,

What also is rare in this is that my work had the apuroval of a “ember of the Com—
migsion in ngr criticism of it and its Report. I think that is without precedent. Russell's
assistant .ut it correctly, in facTI agreed with Russell!

I do not Imow whether C & G have anyone who deals with the media or with magazines
but I do think that there are some i:hat might welcone this. However, my knowledge of them
is not current. like the Atlsntic, Harper's, the NY Review, Rolling Stone, cte. And if .
we are luclky enough for them te have a real interest, it can make a series of what is new
and important, porhaps in all, not just some respects unprecedented in our history. And
that could be expanded into a small bock and an exciting one, with all sorts of sensa-
tional documents that from my owm experience, people really go for in books, I hope some-—
one up there will give some thought to what this corrfiption really is and means. Just t©
begin w:.th. corrusting an official transcript to suppresse what two Eommission ?rembers,
both nited States genators, said and belicve- and would not believe — and that about

the assassination of a President! And all thoroughly #ocunented!

Please e}rbuse the haste and my typing, which ennnot be any beiter. Not only that I
was 81 yesterday. I have to keep ny legs up when < type and I vrite Pjolding a elipboard
in my left hand and the pen in my right. Sprry it can't be much Letter, Yest,sHarold
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Miis also should be a fine stagepsetter for thr book John Newman is doing for you.
i I have told him hov o voplace the document that gives the correct, CIA-type
nuwiber for Uscald L montion above and he has done that. He has the document a copy of -
which, along wilh &ther info. on OUswald, was stolen from me.
T Hose at that other suppressed session were from the Texas Yourt of Inquiry into
the JIK ascassination. L interviewed t.uo of thom, Yenr Robert Storey of the SMU law
school and ?fenry Wade, then Ypllas district attdrney and still my friend. They both
0ld mz they saw vhal thoy toolt tv be a court rupooruter there. The other one with them # T
did not try to see, looing what + did about him, &ﬁl.‘he Wate gate, where he vas the
special prosecutor, he covered up as much as he could. I lmew he had tried to put pressure
on the source of that number who for ye.rs has been my friend but will not tell me his
Source. The pressure was to hpet m;y friend to retract. Yr be fired from the paper fur
which he had covered Dallas. And Jaworski is rogarded as a nﬁtional hero. I have the
letter he wrote that vublicher,
When I get some books L'11 semd one to Vokey ‘loberts, in confidence and asking
nothing of her. ,
/

Iif

T

A o o T i e e e L AL e S i S e o




" SEIATOR RUSUELL DISSENTS"

; "Just put a 1i'l ol' footnote in sayin' 'Senator Ruswelld gissents'," the respectef
apa genator from Georgia, leader of southern conservatives, said with a smile as he
turned tovard me.

Then he chucldded a little as he recall and told me about th: consternation he
had just caused Barl Warren, the Chief Justice of the Supreem Court and theh chairman
of the Pr idential commission of whicl ~ussell wasxwommimrs had been a mnember,

We vere walkdng down the marble halls of then old Senate office building toward the
clevator as Iwllk %1 over the th ‘Japz.{;]l.i‘{;l:{mq headid for that early J une,196'?
‘Séssion's beginning.

{ I jmew that building very well. I'd worked there in 1936-0 and, not because of my

Corn /¢3.
importance, vhich did notacdist, bu‘t. betause of my work had my oun office in it. ('fder
# the staira &llr the corner closest to the :lupreme Court Huilding.

Russell waz telling me of his absoldle rer usal to agree witli the single-bullet
theory that is tho basis of that Covtdssion's Eeport on th;éssassination of President
John F, Kennedy. I had put into-his hands What_.wuuld scen to be impossible and he had
trouble believing,that tho record he had made of his rel usnll to agree to that theory -
and it should be understood that the War-en feport iteself is no more than a =h
theory - had been wiped out - di:l 11(1"7"21'.1317 in that Commigsion's records,

Russell maskd asked ue to get posi'lgive proof for him, in a letter frou the idrchiv—
ist of the Hnited States. I did. Bussell themeafter refused to speak to President Lyndoq
B. Yohnson as lon as tliog lived, closc as their political frieudship had been for most
of their political careers.

And he encouraged my uorl: to disprovef glis own Comnission's conclusions as long
¥ as he lived. He knev in §967 he was in terminal illness, Before he died he\ux)-ota me
scveral ties thanking file fofz the additionali information I sent him and regreting that
his health and hs hin meny Senate responsibilities prevented his helping me in my work .

s ineredible highest-level corruption is, * hope without precédent in our history.

Thin and so nuch more lilke it s thoroughly docum nted and L have those documenss.
This also is an accurate roeflection of the official invea‘é.on of President Kennedy's
LES&SSlPathﬂ- ’
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