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W
HITEW

ASH 
new

 inform
ation. H

e w
rites under circum

stances w
hich prevent 

the tedious and tim
e-consum

ing it'iork of careful organization and 
rew

ritin
g
 n

ecessary
 to

 ach
iev

e a "p
o
lish

ed
" b

o
o
k
 w

ith
 at least 

the veneer of detachm
ent and "objectivity." 

T
he organization w

hich H
arold his thus adopted has been one 

m
othered by necessity. H

e has sim
ply chosen to tell the story of 

his quest for evidence, his efforts to dislodge the secret w
hich the 

governm
ent has so long tried to keep locked aw

ay in its vaults. 
It is w

ithin this fram
ew

ork that he presents and analyzes the sup-
pressed evidence. Ideally, the w

riter of nonfiction assem
bles his 

evidence first, organizes it, and then presents it in a system
atic. 

coherent m
anner. W

ere H
arold to refrain from

 w
riting until all the 

relevant evidence could be am
assed, he sim

ply could never w
rite, 

and the inform
ation he has been able to develop w

ould be denied 
to the public, its rightful recipients. T

he alternative has been to 
com

prom
ise the traditional notion of scholarly w

riting w
ithout in 

any w
ay com

prom
ising the principles of scholarship. 

P
ost-M

ortem
 is thus a truly scholarly book, far m

ore thoroughly 
docum

ented, in fact than m
ost so considered, and presented in a 

truly unconventional form
. T

he reader should understand how
 it 

cam
e to

 b
e 

w
ritten 

before attem
pts to observe its volum

inous 
contents. 

M
ost sim

ply stated, P
ost-M

ortem
 tells of how

 the federal gov-
ernm

ent suppressed, distorted, lied about, and som
etim

es actually 
destroyed the m

ost basic evidence in the assassination to substanti-
ate a p

reco
n

ceiv
ed

 an
d

 false so
lu

tio
n

 to
 th

e crim
e. A

s in
 an

y
 

m
urder involving firearm

s, the basic evidence is the m
edical au-

topsy and ballistics data the fundam
ental goal of truth and justice 

is served by the fullest possible ascertainm
ent of the cause and 

circum
stances of death. N

o less w
as true w

hen P
resident K

ennedy 
w

as gunned dow
n in broad daylight on N

ovem
ber 22, 1963, w

hen 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as accused of the crim
e, and w

hen the W
ar-

ren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

as ap
p

o
in

ted
 to

 fill th
e v

o
id

 after O
sw

ald
's 

m
urder in the hands of the police elim

inated an im
m

ediate possi-
bility of a judicial resolution of the crim

e. 
T

he skeptical reader m
ay ask how

 inform
ation so devastating 

could have gone unpublished so long in a country boasting a free 
and vigorous press. T

hese books have from
 the first alw

ays been 
available to w

illing publishers. T
hat none chose to undertake pub-

lication and accept the risk of a substantial challenge to the federal 
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governm
ent w

hich has grow
n so enorm

ous, so pow
erful. and so 

corrupt, is m
ore a sad com

m
entary on the state of the press in 

A
m

erica than on any flaw
s in the books them

selves. 
If the reader finds such a statem

ent untenable, the relevant docu-
m

entation on w
hich this book is bared is presented, in facsim

ile. 
in the original six books. T

hus, the reader is free to study and 
form

 his ow
n conclusions about the evidence, independent of w

hat 
H

arold or I m
ay say about it T

he courage and integrity of the 
press m

ust be judged not by the fam
iliar rhetoric, but by an intelli-

gent evaluation of w
hat the press had refused to print T

he docu-
m

entary appendix allow
 such an evaluation. 

U
ntil now

 it w
as im

possible for H
arold to assum

e the great cost 
of a private printing. A

 new
 im

provem
ent on the printing process 

has enabled him
 to undertake such a private printing, financed in 

part by the sm
all incom

e provided by the steady stream
 of m

ail 
orders he received for his earlier books, including the m

ost recent, 
W

hitew
ash IV

. T
o pay the full printing cost, he w

ill have to go 
deeper into debt. 

T
he long-aw

aited publication of P
ost-M

ortem
 com

es at a tim
e 

of renew
ed public interest in the assassination. U

nlike so m
any of 

the irresponsible sensationalists exploiting this new
 w

ave of doubt 
and concern to m

ake a buck. H
arold cannot be accused of com

-
m

ercialization in publishing now
. T

he private printing to w
hich 

he m
ust now

 resort at his ow
n expense cannot yield a profit and 

could never repay the enorm
ous investm

ent w
hich w

ent into re-
searching this m

ajor w
ork. 

H
ow

ever, the tim
ing of publication is not m

otivated solely by 
a desire to inform

 the people. It is H
arold's intention to inform

 
people and their representatives, the C

ongress, so that the legisla- 
tive branch of governm

ent can be in a position finally to do som
e-

th
in

g
 ab

o
u

t th
e terrib

le ab
u

ses b
y

 th
e ex

ecu
tiv

e p
resag

ed
 b

y
 

L
yndon Johnson's appointm

ent of the W
arren C

om
m

ission and 
com

m
enced w

hen that C
om

m
ission decided to and did engage in 

a w
hitew

ash. 
P

residential com
m

issions have becom
e an integral part of the 

grow
ing authoritarians, the antithesis of dem

ocracy and individual 
rig

h
ts, w

h
ich

 co
u
ld

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er b

e ig
n
o
red

 b
y
 p

u
b
lic an

d
 p

ress 
w

hen R
ichard N

ixon applied his heavy hand to the course of its 
developm

ent T
hese com

m
issions have becom

e a device by w
hich 

the executive avoids or covers up the m
ost im

portant national 
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