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THE THIRD DECADE

that' it tends to oversimplify a very complex body of evidence and presents Lyndon
Johnson as being'the only human being capable of engineering the assassination plot
and getting-away with it. However, the book is well written, easy to read, and: keeps
the reader's interest throughout. The early section dealing with the Warren
Commission manipulation of the evidence is especially good. f

-;But does the book convince the ‘reader that LBJ did it? Not exactly.
Unfortunately, there is no hard evidence. But then would we really expect there to
be any? Craig Zirbel effectively convinced this reader that Lyndon Johnson did
indeed have ‘the motive and the opportunity to murder President Kennedy. Whether he
actually did it {s still a matter open to debate, but we should at least put him up
therg among the* prime suspects. Even if Johnson didn't order the hit, I am
convinced, after:reading this book, that at the least he used the Dallas police
department &nd the FBI to cover up the evidence after the fact. Lyndon Johnson
.certainly knew a’'lot more about the Kennedy assassination than he ever revealed to
the American public. X '

*117: Parkview Drive Landisville, PA 17538

:THI_-: TEXAS CQNNECTIOJ: : A SECOND OPINION
v by
Raymond Carroll*.
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. The assassination of JFK will remain controversial long after the debate’about
who ki]led him has been resolved. Historians will.continue to argue the significance
of Kennedy's Thousand Days and the extent to which the presidency of Lyndon Johnson
marked “a watershed.in American history.lone of the great divides in the evolution of
its " foreign and domestic policies." Craig Zirbel's bestselling book will
undoubtedly anger. those historians-who see no special significance in the events of
November 22, 1963 beyond the "“fact" that the President was shot by a disturbed
Communist on his ‘lunch break. In Zirbel's book LBJ masterminded this final“step on
his-own path of power with the help of a group of Texas oilmen, police chief;Jesse
Curry-.and Jack Ruby. ° Minor assists weére provided by D.A. Henry Wade and by Joe
Brown,. the Judgeiwho presided over the trial of Jack Ruby. The plotters also used
Johiy :Connally and Lee Oswald as unwitting allies. The mechanics of the shooting
apparently Tollowed the script of Hugh McDonald's “Appointment in Dallas." (0ddly
enough, ' while citing “Appointment" with approval, Zirbel does not even mention
McDoriald's other:'book, "LBJ and the JFK Conspiracy," which links -Johnson with a
faction in the Kremlin.) n i
.If JFK.really was murdered by unknown conspirators then Johnson, as the
Vice<President who succeeded him, is a logical suspect. Assassination researchers
have :tended to shy away from this obvious area of inquiry, although Zirbel is:by no
means.the first to raise it. People began to whisper about LBJ even as the sound of
gunfire faded in. Dealey Plaza. Rumors were especially prevalent in Texas, where
Johnson. had -2 mixed reputation. Johnson himself was painfully aware of the rumors.
Earl:Warren agreed to_head up a Commission of Inquiry only after Johnson told hi
about ‘"rumors...attributing the assassination to a faction within the governmént."
Even’'the prestige of Chief Justice Warren could not stop the rumors and soon they
weré.no longer only whispers. In 1967 Barbara Garson's satirical play Macbird: began
-2 successfulirun at the Village Gate in New York. In that same year, Sylvia Meagher
PUbI_is,hgd “Accessories After the Fact," her monumental study of the Warren
Commission's. published evidence. Meagher cited‘Penn Jones' claim that a letter
written by -Jack Ruby and smuggled out of jail stated that “they alone planned the
Killing by “they :I mean Johnson and the. others."® In 1967 also, .Joachim Joesten
pubtished “The Lase Against Lyndon Johnson in the Assassination of Pre§1dent
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ahg¢y,"4 But the Joudest accusation against the President in 1967 came from the
pgming voice of Jim Garrison. lIn November he told a group of newsmen “the fact that
#e [LBJ] has profited from. the assassination most, more than any other man, makes it
mperative thag he“'see that the evidence is released so that we can know that he is
mb'ihyolved." The - federal government's obstruction of a state prosecution would
adinarily have ~been vipwed ‘as a constitutional crisis brought on by the
mministration. In .the case of Louisiana v. Clay Shaw, however, the national media
ported the dubious position of the federal government and turned the full force of
s venom against the District Attorney of Orleans Parish.  But Johnson never escaped
» rumors and - innuendo..- Marty Underwood recalled, .in a recent interview with
rrison Livingstone, that LBJ often asked him to check out stories linking him
ohnson) to the assassinationi Once, while Underwood was a White House aide, the
fresident said "You know I've got two cancers. One is Vietnam and the other is the
Act _that they, still bring up the fact that I had something to do with the
Asassination.”” dn 1980 David Lifton published “gest Evidence,” ir which he
t1ined his theory that JFK's :body was clandestinely removed from its coffin during
?Eé-confusion surfpund1ng‘Johnson's'swearing-in, and then surgically altered as part
;ﬁia plot to frame Oswald; While he did not directly accuse LBJ, Lifton seemed to be
Wviting his readers to ‘inferi'that Johnson was involved. Johnson was high on Jim
ft;rsﬂ 1ist of suspécts in his 1989 book’, "Crossfire" which, in turn, helped inspire
iver ‘Stone. The scene in the movie JFK which probably provoked the loudest howls

- media outrage was Costner/Garr1son'§'§%atement that the assassination was a "coup

Etat with Lyndop Johnson waiting in the wings." -
\" " .Craig. Zirbel* had the :good fortune to publish his book in the full glare of the
jﬁ:b]jdity generated by thé movie JFK. Were it otherwise “The Texas Connection” would
ihave: gotten as much notice as':Joachim Joesten did back in 1967. Although Zirbel's
igook: is poorly . researched and documented, and makes unconscionable allegations
{Against innocent:"people, . it does at least make a viable argument that LBJ had a
Motive to murder-JFK. Johnson had Presidential ambitions ever since he was a young
Man and by 1963 his chances were fading. JFK appeared certain of re-election in 1964
And by 1968 when dFK stepped down, Johnson would be 60 years old. Johnson would be
requiﬁgd "to run:a’ strenuous campaign at the exact same age his father was when he
{pied. R o b - ]
~Zirbel says-that LBJ-had an added motive and he cites the New York Daily News of
iquly 1962 (no ddtg‘given}-aséquoting a sister (no name given) of JFK who said that
i 1BJ would be dumped in 1964.° " The Kennedy administration was notable for its high
istandards of integrity. “As’ Fred Korth discovered, even the appearance of a conflict
ef interest meant- being .forced to resign a high government position. But the whiff
| of scandal was cdusing concern on the New Frontier. While the Bobby Baker scandal
| was ; technically-a ‘problém for the Senate, LBJ's.well-known links to Baker were an
smbarrassment for the -White House. “As September 1963 wore on, Congressional
committees, the: Justice. Department, a federal grand jury, and investigative
§ journalists all.“began -Tooking into the affairs of Bobby Baker and his friends.a
Zirbe]l says that “this made.matters too hot even for Vice President Johnson.”
Johnson was also vaguely implicated in the long-standing case of Billie Sol Estes,
who'was arrested..in 1962 and-charged with numerous irregularities involving federal
| contracts. It was by no means clear (and Zirbel does not make it any clearer) what
! LBJ's. involvement: was, if any. Zirbel also cites the resignation of Fred Korth as
. Secretary of the Navy as an element of Johnson's motive (Korth had been appointed on s
LBJ's recommendation). So LBJ had a motive---but then so does every Vice-President Y[
i under the constitution as it currently stands. It is hard to criticize Mary Todd .
! Lincoln for believing .that Andrew Johnson was Tinked ;to Booth and his fellow
| conspirators---after all, that Johnson had a motive too. Zirbel goes on to allege
that LBJ had the character and capacity to be a killer. He cites Johnson's
3 bizg{?Pher. %zgfrt Caro, to show that Johnson stole his first etection in college and
3 Lt sfs 1€ 1949 Senqte glectien. and that he used his political position to line
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his ‘own: pockets eyEn after he became Vice-President. But Zirbel is on shakier ground
when he accuses LBJ of complicity in the 1961 shooting of Henry Marshall, an agent of
the ‘Department ofiIAgricuiture who was murdered while investigating the affairs of
Billie Sol Estes. - Zirbel cites a March, 1984 report in the Milwaukee Journal as
evidénce that Estes told Grand Jury that "Vice. President Johnson was directly
invoTved in ‘the murder." Even if Estes actually said this (since Grand Jury
testimony is-seécret, we can't necessarily trust a newspaper account), what reason is
there-to believe ‘that it is true? .As a convicted wrongdoer, Estes is hardly an
unimpeachable witness and his allegation may have been entirely self-serving.
Moreover, Zirbel offers no evidence that 'LBJ was involved in any of Billie Sol's

- affairs, apart from a single letter LBJ wrote to the Department of Agriculture on

behatf of his-fellow Texan. ;
Let us grant, for the sake of argument, that LBJ had a motive and that he was
not the most ethical politician of the post-war era. If he organized the

- assassination, how -did. he accomplish it? Zirbel's answer is the Texas connection.

It was-John Connally, arho'ld Johnson crony, who insisted on the deadly choice of
route’:for tha_Tgtorcade. LBJ wanted Yarborough in the death car instead of his
buddy Connally.”": Connally and Korth both had links to Oswald through their service
as sdgcessive Secretaries of the Navy whom Oswald had petitioned about jhis Marine
discharge. Korth' had once handled a legal matter for Oswald's mother. It was
Conrially who exclaimed, "My God! They are going to ki1l us all!" Zirbel asks "is it
posszIe that, at:the immedjate instant when the bullet struck, Connally finally put
together the pieces realizing that he had been duped by Johnson into 1nnfgent1y
suppTying him with information that LBJ now used for political destruction?*™" The
answer . is maybe---or maybe his exclamation was prompted by concern for his wife's
safetyy  she was in.the line of fire too. :

- “The next link in the Texas connection is Jesse Curry. Zirbel says that Curry,
as Chief of_DaH_“ police, had final responsibility for the trip's planning (Curry
says: otherwise) "iand for local security. Although Zirbel says police arrested the
right . man in the. Tippit shooting, W% argues that Curry played the lead role in
arranging for Ruby to shoot Oswaid. Zirbel devotes a chapter (in fairness it
should. be said that some of Zirbel's chapters would bariby make a paragraph in The
Third- Decade) to Curry's supposed "personal relationship™™ with LBJ and his sinister
decisfon to accompany LBJ to the airport rather than head up the investigationi But
Zirbel.. s taking Curry's accountability as a public official and magically
transmuting ¥t into conspiratorial guilt. If Curry thought LBJ might be in danger,
and .#f he believed the crime scene was in the hands of competent assistants, then who
is to’say that he was wrong to make sure that Dallas did not produce two dead
Presidents in one! day? Zirbel does not even produce any evidence that Curry and LBJ
were'3cquaintances prior to the assassination. -

" ‘Zirbel ‘conjures up a nice little sub-plot involving oilman Clint Murchison,
District Attorney Henry Wade and Judge Joe Brown. It seems the deal was for: Judge
Browh to refuse to move the Ruby trial out of Dallas, thereby guaranteeing that the
conviction would ‘be reversed on appeal. D'fﬂ Wade would then arrange for Ruby to
plead; guilty to a lesser charge and go free. This seems like a good 1deazfnti1 we
learn that the plotters were busy arranging to have Ruby bumped off anyway.”" .Judge
Brown's reward?---a contract with Holt, Rinehart, a publishing company controlled by

_Ftheiﬁgrchisdn:family. Zirbel does not implicate Mark Lane in this plot, although
,j%?grt§T1y he. ‘'shoild. Holt Rinehart published "Rush to Judgment" and “A Citizen's
. Dissent." S

“The findl 1ﬁnk in Zirbel's Texas connection is billionaire H.L. Hunt. Hunt was

' {as well known for his eccentric conservatism (in September 1963 he had lobbied the
U.S./Senate :to reject the test ban treaty) as he was for his almost mystical ability

to locate 0il. :The evidence presented by Zirbel that Hunt was a murderer is,
howgygy. a little short of compelling. In fact Zirbel's attack on Hunt and his sons
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Lamar and Bunker:is probably. the shabbiest section of the book.: The “eyidence" cited
by Zirbel includes the ‘following; "
" (a) Bunker-Hunt admitted contributing towards the cost of the "Welcome Mr.
‘1 " Kennedy": advertisement which appeared in the Dallas Morning News on )
- November 22, 1963, . Comment: not very clever on Bunker's part, to
- insult the President publicly if he was also planning an assassination.
. (b) H.L. Hunt had .gambling contacts with Ruby in the 1950's. Comment: True.
Ruby - h&lped set up hzicam designed to fleece Hunt and others out of
large ‘sums of money. ‘
- (c) Ruby.stopped outside the offices of Lamar Hunt on November 21. Comment:
f ' True;i-Rggy was even thoughtful enough to arrange for an independent
. witness. W A ’
-: (d) Ruby had someof Hunt's conservative Lifeline literature in his apartment.
2 Comment: True.. Ruby had picked up the literature three weeks previously
and promised to send it to the White House. . “Nobodyzgas any right to talk
x like this about our Government," he reportedly said.
i (e) In 1975 a curious letter surfaced, apparently in Mexico. It was directed
i to a Mr. Hunt; address unknown, and was purportedly written by Lee Harvey
- Oswald-‘an’ November 8, 1963. Zirbel presents this latter, apparently
expecting us to betieve that,it proves that one or another member of the
famity.of H.L.:Hunt was involved in an assassination plot with Oswald.
_ Curiously enough, the FBI investigated the letter on the assumption that it
was imténdgd for Bunker Hunt. The results of the FBI probe have not been
_released,“” but Zirbel appears to have the distinction of being the first
Warren. Commission critic to be on the FBI's wave-length.

(f) Zirbel cites a.disgruntled former Hunt employee as claiming thaj.he saw
Marina Oswald in Hunt's office shortly after the assassination: Comment:
Zirbel‘neglects to mention that the Hunt family and Marina have repeatedly
denied,this allegation. . Anyway Marina and old man Hunt could not have had
a very exciting conversation because Zirbel's witness apparently forgot to
notice whether there was a Russian translator present. One question for
Zirbel: .if Hunt really was as fanatical an LBJ supporter as Zirbel would

. ' ?g;g?gsgbeliewe, why did he throw his support behind Barry Goldwater in

' . In-the opening sectior of his book, Zirbel describes the strategy used by the
Warren COnm1ssiph-to put across its lone gunman theory. "It is used every day across
Amierica by lawyérs with tough cases...The strategy is to deliberately confuse issues
and complicate-matters. before the jury, while at the same time offering a simple
solution. It-§$ hoped that the jury will believe that the -actual issues are too
complicated to“grasp, but if they were smaig enough .to understand them, the solution
would be the simple one that was offered.” One suspects that Zirbel is attempting
something similar in The Texas Connection. :

" 01d H.L. Hunt had:some:words which Zirbel might-do well to ponder:

"For the Continued progress of the country he so courageously served, the
.© assassination of President Kennedy should not be soon forgotten and should be
. openly and often reviewed, discussed and analysed. The tragic event and its
.i catastrophic results will be with us for years.. The better it is understood,
. the less paralysing the tragedy will be; and John F. Kennedy !guld be last

to desire that blame bg ascribed to anyone who is blameless."

*9 ‘Bryan St.; Commack, NY 11725.

Notes

]inobert cakoﬂfigg Yeirs gi Lyndon Johnson Volume One: The Path of Power
[Mari Vawle WinFann Banke. 1GR3V n wuid
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</ IWET BEANKETS I1: NOSENKO AGAIN, THE:DANGER OF DROWNING IN PAPER, AND NPIC
RO : : ‘ by
.Jjg R Scott Van Wynsberghe*

I am surpr1sed to find myself becoming an argumentative windbag in the defense

of’ KGB defector ;Yuri Nosenko. The overworked editor of this journal certainly has

better things to do than to fall into such disputes. Still, a good squabble does
wonders for a ¢onstitution (both physiological- and political), and there is no
deuying the energetic level of our last exchange, in the May issue.

-What helped inspire this installment was the publication of David’ ‘Wise's
Mo1ehunt the latest survey of the madness perpetrated by CIA counter-intelligence
cﬁle? James Angleton in the 1960s and 1970s. (New York: Random House, 1992.): Wise,
of" course, has &" good claim to being the top U.S. writer on matters of 1nte11igence
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