
Sep!„.palber 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Jack Anderson Column of 9 September 1976 

1. In commenting on newspaper stories about operations 

planned against Fidel Castro, and the possibility of a cause-

and-effect relationship between those operations and the 

assassination of President Kennedy, it must be reraembefed 

that the Senate Select Intelligence Committee now has more 

information than does CIA. The SSC investigators had access 

to all Agency files, as well as to witnesses and the files of 

other government agencies to which the Agency has not had. 

access. In any event, requests for us to evaluate whether or 

not information contained in news stories is new present some 

difficulty simply because columnists present their interpretation 

of facts as though they are facts, which may make old information 

look different. 
• 

2. The 9 September 1976 column by Jack Anderson is a 

case in point. It contains a number of statements that are 

discussed below in the sequence in which they occur in the news 

column- 

a. ". . . sources privy to the secret discussions 

at the highest levels of the CIA during those hectic days 

now tell us that the CIA deliberately withheld the evidence 

from the Warren Commission investigating Kennedy's 

death. ". 

Comment: We do not know the identity of the 

sources cited in the article. However, 

in the absence of direct evidence on this 

point there has been speculation is the 

Agency that there probably was mo serious 

consideration at higher levels at the time 

that there was a connection between the 

tightly compartmented operations attempted. • 
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against Castro and the as:;i, -;:,ination of 
President Kennedy. If theQ2... was such a 
conscious decision, as asserted in the 
news .column, it is not a part of the 
information known within CIA. 

b. ". . . Robert Kennedy was briefed on May 7, 
1962, about the attempt to use underworld killers to 
knock off Castro. " 

• 
"Two days later, Robert Kennedy cautioned 

the CIA not to go ahead with the assassination without 
Consulting him." 

Comment: The CIA Director of Security and 
General Counsel did meet with Robert 
Kennedy on 7 May 1962 and briefed him 
about the Castro operation. The records 
do not indicate that Kennedy cautioned CIA 
not to go ahead with the assassination, 
without consulting him. " Rather, the 
1967 1G report records him as placing the • 
emphasis on not doing business with organized 
crime for any purpose without his knowledge, 
as distinguished from the specific Castro plan. 
At the time Kennedy had reason to believe that 
he was being told of a past operation and not 
one underway. 

c. "Records now available show that Robert Kennedy 
informed FBI chief J. Edgar Hoover of the plot on May 10, 
1962." 

Comment: The SSC report on alleged assassination 
plots, at page 132, reports Director Hoover 
writing a memorandum. on May 10, 1962 con-
cerning information given him on May 9, 1962 
by Robert Kennedy on this subject. 
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d. ". . . vario s CIA officials also knew about-4,11e 
assassination. ache 	Not the least of them was t:LI'late 
-CIA chief Allen W. Dulles, who approved the original plan. 
He later served. on the Warren Commission, yet he sat 
silently throughout the investigation without mentioning 
the Cuban angle." . 

Comment: Mr. Dulles was briefed.  on the 
original plan and, although the circum-
stances are subject to interpretation, 
apparently approved it. We have no 
evidence as to what he did or did not say 
during his services on the Warren Com-
mission, including the extent to which 
the Warren Commission considered the 
possibility of a retaliatory plot by Castro. 

e. "Within hours of President Kennedy's death, the 
U. S. embassy cabled information from Mexico City 
suggesting that the Cubans may have been behind the 
assassination. Our sources say that the CIA developed. 
similar information in.Washington." 

Comment: On the date of President Kennedy's 
assassination, the legal attache, as reported. 
at page 102 of the SSC investigaiion of the 
Kennedy. assassination, reported. to the 'BI - • 
that the Ambassador was concerned that Cubans 
were behind Oswald's assassination of President 
Kennedy. The CIA station in Mexico City 
reported Oswald's earlier visit there. Further, 
CIA records indicate early consideration of 
the possibility that either the USSR or Cuba 
could be involved. However, whatever the 
sources of the columnists, if this general 
initial consideration is what is meant in the 
column it does not equate with "information," 
but is.naore accurately. characterized as 
speculation concerning. possibilities. 
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f. 'first person to reach Robert Kennedy's side after the shooting was CIA Director John A. McCone, who remained alone with the Attorney General at: his McLean, Va., home for nearly three hours." 

g. "McCone swore to us that Castro's name was never mentioned during the three hours. But CIA records show that the next day McCone not only mentioned Castro to the new President, Lyndon B. Johnson, but briefed him on the information from Mexico City. " 

h. "We are now free to reveal cur role in the drama. Two of our confidential sources, CIA agent William Harvey and mobster Jorm Rosselli, are dead. A third source, attorney Edward P. Morgan, has waived the confidentiality we had 
promised him." 
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S. D. Brecldnridge 

eymour B 
Walter Elder 
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C,rki):122ient: We were aware of the -role of Edward. P. Morgan as the probable source, of Drew 
Pearson's story in March 1967. The 1967 
IG report speculated that Roselli told Robert 
Maheu who told Morgan, who then told Drew 
Pearson. Harvey was not considered a 
likely source of the story simply because of 

. his reputation for operational secu: ity; it 
cannot be recalled at this time if he was asked if he had told the story to anyone. It is known that Harvey was interested in Roselli's attempt to resist deportation and conceivably he could. have joined Roselli in telling the story to Morgan for his use in representing Roselli's interests. We have no basis now in challenging the statement that these people were Morgan's sources. 

i. "The next day, according to records now available, Kennedy's secretary called for a copy of the May 7, 1962, memo; which summarized the briefing he had received op: the assassination plot. 

Comment: The 1967 IG report states that Senator (former Attorney General) Kennedy's secretary phoned the DCI's office on 4 March 1967 and 
asked for a copy of that earlier memorandum. 
Mr. Helms showed a copy of the memorandum 
to Senator Kennedy. 

Attachment: abs 



• 0 	*, 

. 	 ;NTE;'/Ii0 1:1;11 uL.N.GC 
tE 

NDER FOR .LEuSES THAT CANNOT EE SUBSTANTIATED. EIJI HUGH MORE CRITII.AL IN NY VI ill CR1MIN 
Ir.ku 'HAI a 	IHIS 	 III PUBLIsH NAMES uF EuYAL AMERIIAN*, sEEA.1NG AUFutiD war 

I THINK IT IS DISGRALEFUL, 1 THINK IT'S WE WORST WOFD 10 OSE 01 IT BUT IT IS THE WAY 
I FEEL AND 1H0fE IHAT DO IT, I WISH WE HAD STRONGER LAWS TO PROSCCUTE TEIEA, BUT WE DO 

N'T THE CONGRESS ISN'T IN THE MOOD TO DO THAT AND I JUST THINK If'S 1..iscipAcEFuL. 8PLID 
NOY: I DO TOO I THINK THE WORST WORD IS ONE WE CAN'T USE OvER THE AIR, OUT I'M SURE 
Oil HAVE FRIENDS HEPE BOTH ON THIS END OF THE MICROPHONE AND LI!,TENINO OUT THERE. I KNO 
W YOU HAVE TO GO OUICKLY, SO I WANT TO ASK.YOU, IF I MIGHT JUST ONE OR 11111 MOFt'BRIEF 
QUE 
ST IONS YOU HAVE BEEN KIND ENOUGH TO STAY WITH OS THIS LONG. I DON'T HAAT Ti ASK ANYTH 
InG THAT WOULD PROVOKE FROM YOU A -NO COMMENT - BECAUSE IT'S A SECURITY OUES1ION AND SO 
I'M NOT GOING TO GET INTO ANY SPECIFICS, BUT WE HAVE HEARD $0 MANY PARANOID STORIES A 

BOUT CIA INVOLVEMENT IN THE ASSASSINATIONS IN VARIOUS OF OUR LEADERS OVER THE LAST FEW 
YEARS. WHEN YOU CAME INTO THE OFFICE PARTLY AS A CLEANING UP OPERATION BECAUSE YOU CA 
ME IN 111TH AN UNSULLIED REPUTATION WHICH UNFORTUNATELY, YOUR PREDLCESSOR, THROUGH NO F 
AULT OF HIS OWN, DID NOT HAVE. DID YOU FIND ANY HINT THAT THE U. S GOVERNmENF THOUGH 
THE CIA HAD BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY FORM OF ASSASSINATION ANYWOFP! 0-m.:T. THAI Ar 0:HFR EN 
EMY AGENTS, .WHICH I KNOW GOES ON IN ALL ESPIONAGE AGENCIPS Bul:;.-  HELL, THE 'Ad:: HUNG 
I'VE FOUND IS WHAT'S BEEN PUBLISHED IN THE SENATE COMMITTEE REFORT HND THE1.• 	MOT 

BEEN AN ASSASSINATION OF THIS NATURE, CERTAINLY THAT I KNOW OF. THERE HAVE 	$0ME P 
LOTTING THAT HAS COME OUT AND VERY, VERY LIMITED AND I WOULD SIMPLY SAY THAT i;. 
R TO THE QUESTION IS NO. BUT I WOULD REFER YOUR LISTENERS Ti' TI E SENATE 	 telP0 
RT, AND THERE SOME ASSASSINATION IS DISCUSSED THERE AND THEY WILL SEE IF THEY kLAD IT 
AND READ IT OPENLY AND HONESTLY THAT ALL THESE ALLEGATIONS ABOUT 1HE CIA INVOLVED IN T 
HE ASSASSINATION OF FOREIGN LEAERS IS SIMPLY NOT TRUE. THERE WAS SOME ISOLATED INCIDEII 
TS OF PLOTTING BUT TO MY KNOWLEDGE THERE NAS NOT ANY ASSASSINATION THAT'S BEEN LAVED A 
T THE DOORSTEP OF THE CIA. ALTHOLIOH WE HAVE BEEN CHArGED WITH IT, SO I THINK WE ARE IN 
BETTER SHAPE ON THAT THAN PUBLIC OPINION WOULD HAVE PEOPLE BELIEVE. BRUDNOY: I THINK 

SO TOO, I WAS WONDERING IF THERE HAD BEEN ANY CONFIRMATION Ill CIA INFORMATION OF THE S 
TORY PUT FORWARD BY FRANK STURGIS THAT JACK RUBY HAD MET WITH FIDEL CASTPO AND TALKED 
ABOUT KILLING KENNEDY. THIS WOULD NOT HAVE IMPLIED A CIA ACTIVITY, BUT IN CIA INVESTIG 
ATIONS. BUSH: NO. THERE IS NO CONFIRMATION OR 	HAVEN'T FRANKLY LOOKED INTO THAT SO I- 
HAVE NO CONFIRMATION OF IT. I DO NOTE THAT IT WAS CARRIED THAT STURGIS WAS CIA AGENT A 
ND THIS SIMPLY IS NOT TRUE AND THE STORY IS REPEATED AlD REPEATED AND REPEATED AND IT' 
S NOT TRUE. BRUDNOY! TWO MORE QUESTIONS, ONE DIPLOHATIC AND ONE PERSONAL. IS IT TRUE I 
HAT THERE IS SOME sAFEGUARD, SOME FAIL SAFE DEVICE TO STOP A CRAZED F F  IC FliT I  HAVEN 
'I HAD ANY I DON'T BELIEVE EVEN THE ONE WHO LEFT IN DISGRACE. BUT A CRA:ED PRESIDENT I 
N ORDERING THE CIA TO DO SOMET 


