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NOTE FOR: The Director 

FROM 	: Seymour R.• Bo
lten, A/DDCI 

• 

SUBJECT : Washington 
Star Article 

"CIA Viewed Oswald As 
Information 

.Source" dated 1 Octob
er 1976 

This article will furt
her smear Dick 

Helms' reputation and 
probably cause him 

some anxious moments, 
but I do not see how 

it can result in any a
dditional legal  problems 

for him as it is a gro
ss distortion of the 

facts. I have asked Jo
hn Waller to send you 

separately a short mem
orandum placing this 

event in perspective. 

Waller advises me that
 a communication 

has been sent to Helms
 describing the articl

e 

and providing him with
 a memory refresher 

should he feel compell
ed to comment on the 

allegation. 

This is another exampl
e where material 

provided to the press 
and public in response

 

to an FOIA request is.
exploited mischievousl

y 

and in distorted form 
to make the headlines.
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THE WASHINGTON STAR (GI. _N UNE) 

1 October, 1976 

/ittich 94AJ, 

Document Contradicts Testimony 

(DA Viewed . swalld 
As 	 StMgc..1 

Asesemai Pm. 

Contrary to sworn testimony, the 
CIA once considered using  presiden- 

-ail assassin Lee Harvey Oswald as a 
Source of intelligence information.. 
'about the Soviet Union. according to . 
a newly released CIA document. 

In sworn testimony before 
Warren Commission, former. CIA 
Director Richard. Helms said the 
agency never bad "or even contem-
plated" any contacts with Oswald. 

The newly released documeet, 
written by an unidentified CIA officer 
three days after President John F. 
Kennedy was killed in Dallas on Nov. 
22, 1963, says that "we showed intel-
ligence interest" in Otwald and "dis-
cussed ... the' laying on of inter- 
views." 	•-• 	. . • 	- 
. The  unidentified  officer added that 
•Tao not .:now wfi—rtrcin dev■looed 
thereafter.— 	' 	' 

• THE MEMO WAS . AMONG hum:,  
dreds of pages of documents from 
the CIA's file on Lee Harvey Oswald. 
The material was released to The 
,Associated Press yesterday under 
the Freedom of Information Act_ -.• 

A second document reveals that 
former CIA Director .Allen Dulles, 
while serving as a member of the 
Warren Commission, privately coun-
seled CIA officials on' the best way to 
answer questions from the commis-
sion about allegations that Oswald 
was a CIA agent- 	- 	... • - 

Dulles "thought language which 
made it clear that Lee Harvey Os-
wald was never an employe or agent 
of CIA would suffice," an unidenti-
fied CIA officer wrote Helms in April 
1954. 	 . 

"I agree with him that a carefully 
phrased denial of ,the charges of in-
volvement with Oswald seemed most 
appropriate," the unidentified officer. 
added. 

r When he appeared before the com-
mission in May 1964. Helms, then 
head of the agency's clandestine 
services, testified under oath that 
"there's no material in the Central 
Intelligence • Agency, either in the 
records or in the mind of any of the 
individuals that there• was any 'con-
tact had or even comtemplated with" 

vOswald. 

TH. E NOV. 23,1963, memo explains , 
that the agency's interest in Oswald '  
as a potential intelligence source was 
due to his "unusual behavior in the 
USSR." to which he had defected in 
1959. 

"We were particularly interested 
in the (deleted) Oswald might pro-
vide on the Minsk factory in which he 
had been employed, on certain sec-
tions of thecity itself. and of course 
we thought the usual (deleted) that 
might help develop (deleted) person-
ality dossiers." the memo states. 

The memo indicates that Oswald 
was also of interest to the. CIA be-

% cause of concern that his • Russian- • 
. 

• born wife.' Marini, might have been 
part of a trend for Soviet women to 
marry foreigners, leave the country 
and settle overseas where they could 
serve as spies. 

THE MEMO ABOUT the agency's! 
interest in Oswald said the discus-1 
sions about Oswald occurred "some-' i 
time in summer 1960." The author,  
continued: "I don't recall if this was 
discussed while Oswald and his fami-' 
ly were en route to our country or if it.; 

I was after their arrival.", 
•  
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Artn,f41.1:-(= ‘nri - SENATE INVESTIGATORS WERE UNABLE TO CONFIRM 
R:''nRTS FROM TWO CIS OFFICERS THAT THE SPY AGENCY MAY HAVE CONTACTED 

LEE i4
AP"FY OSWALD PRIOR TO TRE ASSAqSINATION OF ?RESIDENT JAR: F. 

KENNEDY! IT WS LEARamw m.tur:. 

POWEVER! SEr. RICHARD SCHWEIER: R-Pfi.
,  NHO HERDED THE KFNNEDY 

I/  ASSASSINATION INVESTIGATION! SAID THROUGH A SF'OKESMEN THAT "I DON'T 

THINK WE KNOW' THE WHOLE STORY."   

.HE CIE RELEASED A DOCUMENT IHURSDAY SHOWING THAT THE AGENCY 

DmmnLr 

'OR 

ft.CHWEIKER.SAID RE WAS UNAWARE OF 
THE @LwALa ODCUMENT BUT A 

EVEN CONTEMPLATED" ANY CONTACTS WITH OSWALD.

tr 

  

'TA 

CLAIMED 70 HAVE SEEN A 
Cif: REPORT CONCERtING r CONTACT WITH A MAN 

CLOSELY RESEMBLING OSWALD'S OzzLmsrsION. 
tCHWEIKER CONFIRMED THAT HIS SUBCOMMITTEE HAD BEEN UNABLE TO 

CORROBORATE "SEVERAL REPORTS 	OF 
1.1M CON:rL:1-

. WITH OSWALD IN 

CONNECTION WITH HIS TRAVELS IN RUSSIA. 

-:ice 	L'r-r=L:c.. TO THE SOVIET UNION IN 
	AND 	 UNTI, 

. 	:-:... 
-rE CWA:7

*- DOCUMENT RELEASE': EV THE CIF! '..:!-.CER 
 

RnATIOW SZT RESUEST WAS WRITTEN SY AN USIDEHTIFI= -,lo vrr-Lcr. n: 

RECALLED THAT "WE SHD=.:E0 INTELLIGENCE INTEREST' IN i'-'1.;,ALD AND 

CONSIDERED USING CSWALD AS A SOURCE OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION ABOUT 

TrE SOVIET UNION. THE DOCUMENT APPEARED TO CS
4FIC7  WITS SHORN 

TESTIMONY ...r.rvrm :HE kAARFN ,.:smn:EsisN EY Kir7-.-IRD MFLMS! THEN 

CHIEF AND LATER THE 	
DIRECTOR! THAT THE AGENCY NEVER :41:7.. 

WELL-INFORMED SOURCE SAID 17 HAO SEEN TURNED OVER TO THE SENATE 

Irri 14.r 	
WAS IN FACT CONTACTED."  

7HE SAME 
SOURCE SAID INVESTiunlumr. 

ALSO WERE UNABLE TO CONFIRM THE 

_WORN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE Sat:OHM:Ism= B1 
r rwmM=r. 	.yrr:Lcm =nu 

"WE FOLLOWED IT UP!'' THE SOURCE SAID!. BUT "WE FOUND NO IND:CATION 1!'Try.-:rFF SUBCOMMITTEE :nr: 	
"--f 	EENSEDY ASSASSINATION 

tv 	
14V"Tiudir...; 



''DIECUSSED TH= LAYING ON OF INTERV6S.15
  

:H= UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER: WHO NROTE THE MEMO THRE.E. DAY
S AFTER 

.4.ENNEDY NAE FILLEO IN VALLES ON •Nc.v. 	
ISti2! AODEO •TRET hE WS :7. 

T=EED TO ANOTRER AS=IGNMENT END "I DO NOT FROR WH
ET ACT:OR 

D=VELOPED THER=AFTER. 

r.CCORDING TO TRE SOURCE: EUSCOMMITTEE INVESTICATORE IN
TERVIENFD TR= 

OTFICIEL NITR RROM THE UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER BricrUS=ED T
HE P0S3IE:L71-1 

OF'CONTACING OSWALD. 

icvtn4nu 	LriM= OF IT:" THE SOURCE SAID EDDING THAT A FFEPrR 

EGENCY FILES TURNED UP "NO PAPERNORX THAT ENY FOtLOW-UP ECT
ION NES 

7EXEN:" TO CONTACT OSWALD. 

THE SOURCE SAID INVEFTIGATORE "FOUND NO DOCUMENTS" TAT 

WOL!LD HAVE CORROGORETED THE TESTIMONY OF THE FORMER C:R OFFI
CER WRO 

SAID HE RECALLED SEEING A REPORT IND:CET:NG THE AGENCY 
t.,:_zh.:=7=D AN 

mo.-linn.lnr. Pint: "nu n MAtIL,  14 n mr.•zu rn,-Itimi IN 	- 	DESCRIPTION 

UHICH EXACTLY FITS liSWELD. 
-_„- 

" 	 • 

5:1, 	ADD: 4i71 

7*.i:f-.s•4 -nit:Teti:- FITS 0•=WEI 

.HIS SOURCE DISCOUNTED THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE L.,M• M
IGHT HIE 

COVERED 'Jr EW: DEALINGS, IT RED WITH UFNELD: SAYING: ":::
0M=BODY WO;I:71• 

TO 	Pl'= A CONSCIOUS r..t•rvr:: :0 ALTER DOCUMENTS* 

- GRIEF STATEMENT RELEASED E' SCHNEIKER GAVE NO INDICA
TION OF THE T.  

:BASIS  FOR HIS CONTINUING SUSPICION. 

ALLEGETIONS THAT OsuaLo WAS IN SOME REY WORK:NG FOR TR= L.:M 
RAVI' 

BEEN CIRCULATING SINCE 19E3 AND RAVE GEEN.DISCOUNTED ; , 4 cz Cr 

RS PART OF A COMMUNIST PROPAGANOR CAMPAIGN. ! 
le:H=N FiELMS APPEARED BEFORE THE WARR=N COMMISSION IN !E

Y Intl: HE 

TESTIFIED UNDER OATH THAT "THERE IS NO MATERIEL IN THE
 (ENTRE' 

INTELLIGENCE ESENCY EITHER IN THE RECORDS OR IN THE MIN
D OF AMY Jr 714= 

THAT THERE WAS ANY CONTACT HAG OR EVEN CONTEMPLATED WIT
H 

CF RI= 7ESTORY! 	i,AS'HEAD 

CLANIESTINE SEPVICES. 
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