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Haroldi %elaberg
Rt. 7, Fredarick, Md. 21701
Fetruary 18, 1968

re A,T. Speatorsky,
Zaitorial Director, Playboy
chicago, Ill. 60811

laar dr, Spectorsky,

Thenlx you for the courtesy of the tesreseets >f the Copote interviaw -nd
the cffer o aoreidorstion of & letter, Becausse 1 have just raturned from en
intensive trip, =itH coplous notes untypsd, tc £ =1fe with & teumporary insapacity,
pleess sxcusa the rough draft and pax typing.

Should you #ind my thoughte of interest, please edlt them eny way you
conslder neenszery. 1 presume you may wsnt to shorien what I will regard as =
ton=brief denunciation snd narhape wWill vwant to modarate it. ¥ou nuod not return

any changes 3o ma for sporowml. T em helpine Ericiorden wvith his Minutemsn place,

e expeets to be he'e in four dsye. T will amsw Bl the cerbon.

*® L * L

0f the unended, neazdles: treura following the greet tregady of the Xen edy
gzenzsination, ore csused all the rest, That is the ebdieation of the intellsctuels
%o whom our soclety normelly turns for lesdership and dirsction. Not s single
eatablished writer penned a single, sarious cussticning word, Truman Capote had
his "Ceold Blond"” snd hot millions. Dwight Macdoneld hed hi= own kind of literary
masturbetion, He elso held tightly to en unfulfilled and uncencelled contrset,
thaz daayinz thia chence to be publi had to those vho sesumeu %the respenalbllity
he sbandoned.

So 1t remsined to those of us previously unkncwn to redeem the honor of cur

craft in our quast for thut of our ocountry., e Inced no adversary mere sesolube

then the astadli-hed litarsti, noce mors unifled or lgnorant, cnd certsinly
none more deternine! tn slchsmize 1tz ignorance into reslity. Moz than 100

pubdizhers rejected my firet bonk, also the tirst on the sutject =ni tha cue “hal




opened it, befors it became ita own kind of privetely-published best-seller and
was roprinted by & house thet hri thrice decline: 1t, twies wibuout resding.

Literery cowsrds then silent rnow hesoms lizros, cudgling for the establish-
ment oress that mekes them wenlthy, their fiivelities inportent; speolegizing
for the richer pimpa Yor whom trney whore, Witneess Capote:

"I've rond thres or four of the most sromiment bunks e-itieel o7 the ‘ar-sn
t‘a:mrt:, and I've slso raed the “srren feport...I believe the Repnrt is correect in
#ll its essentials,..”

Sepcta thue bau:;ir.—.aa unigue, the cily ten to zand the Renort sad etill
belleswe 1t.

For him knovledge comes e®sily: hesimply invents 1t to sarve his predeter~
mined purposea, One {lick of the forked tongue snd instant evidence. “hen n “reei-
dent ie gunned down on te streets of en imericsn city, in broed deylight, and
then conaigned to history with the dublous enitavh of 8 cusstlicoeble nfficial
incuiry by the goverument thet came into power by that murder, to “opote =ai his
sick and craven ilk those who establiched the inadequacy of thet inquiry sre
"vultures"snd "nit-pickaers™:

"Zut I do unisrstond very well all tais nit-plokdng -no speculstion thni's
going on, becsuse most of it is monetary; a bunch of vulturess hes discovered that
pecking st the carrion of & dead President is an easy way tr mnke & living."

Tpls frem the men who sells his owa sumerficial scrivemings by blaktnt
homosexual self-dksplay on the comr of his book snd then bozsts that it "improved
my love () life(¢); ® wide vuriety of atrractive () peopla(+) became highly
emij.ablo.," (Gegh? )' ’ '

I leave 1t to Cepote to make his living, if that 1s what 1% is, hle own way.
But £~r the recnrd, 1 think Plevbgy should nota thet with ene exception, &1 %he
rofit ie on tpe nther side, that 1t is sycopheney thed pa¥s. One naver hear:
Congressman Ferd, one ol the architects or the ne=dless tragedy of the fake

(ghosted)
irvastigetior, %ermed a "vulbure”, even though his/borkw wes tha firat, Tegel

eminence Loyis Nisor, who wrots o jlowlag cndorseawns nf the “erren Repcrt when



SBgiassges - GG =2

Viok of the 41lleged bockstop ing was unaweilable and sold 1t in a eommereisl
véraion of the offieisl dosunent ia Aot a sesvenger, 11 of the #4021 5P the aer-
tyred “reridzut, from the nanry of his children to bdr fet-mouthec fleck are
hardly wiliiies, although tLelr feme snd ®azlth comes frcm his murder, Least of
all wronz to the omniscient vriter Capota 1= tha na- dedleation to the troodem of
rriters in Pisrre “elinger's introductisn is ‘he nrafessicnal apology by sag=-
kisainy Whita lguse Corregvon ‘ent Charles lioberts, {("The Truth “bout The Kenrady
dssassination", "Truth"” to dAsberts 1s like "lave" 4o & whira.; Hars Unplucky
Flerre demandad that.%ritera not 17 zecerd vith the offieisl fiotion nat % heard.

Yenchsstes, made s millioneire by his om peculiar fiction and the spacisl
scandel he pzracnally menufactured, "alons and unagelisted”, 13 Wwrdly s "wulture
pockdug on the carrion of s desd Fresident”.

Paly those of whom Copote cerkslily is not one, those who seek discovery
of the murderere and recopturs »f the intagrity of osur aociety, only we are
"vultures”,

Typically, Capote boasta friendship with Brother Mobort Tennedy. It he can
11f% his mind from the litersry plg=trough long enough to try sad mdorstend toe
reality of the world he makes so obseene, and if he hes but s glight portion &%
the *lader sud uaderstending he vratends, be might, specisl thing thst he is,
enjoy the new sssessination, the politicel one, heinm comitted ba7-re ais eyes,
1t 15 thet of the "beloved brother”, rish% now heing framed w#ith responaibility for
the louay invessigebion over which he sxereisad no responsibility by those who did,

Those who have “epots for  friend need ne enemiesn,

L am proud he declares himself mins.

Clnceraly,

Haroli “aishery



