
N
ational Security W

iretaps 
U

sed in H
ill B

om
bing P

robe 
tf—

 	
-7

/ 
B

y W
illiam

 L
. C

laiborne 
W

ashington P
ost Staff W

riter 
T

he Justice D
epartm

ent said 
yesterday that it used national 
security w

iretaps to gather ev-
id

e
n

c
e
 a

g
a
in

st L
e
slie

 A
n

n
 

B
acon, 20, in connection w

ith 
h

er in
d

ictm
en

t last Ju
n
e fo

r 
conspiring to bom

b a F
irst N

a-
tio

n
al C

ity
 B

an
k

 b
ran

ch
 in

 
N

ew
 Y

ork. 
M

iss B
acon, w

ho w
as held in 

a S
eattle jail 1

%
 m

o
n
th

s as a 
m

aterial w
itness in the M

arch 
1 bom

bing of the C
apitol, w

as 
o

v
erh

eard
 in

 telep
h

o
n

e co
n

-
versations that w

ere tapped on 
o

rd
e
rs o

f F
B

I D
ire

c
to

r J. 
E

d
g

ar H
o

o
v
er, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t. N

o
 

court approval w
as necessary. 

co
n

ten
d

in
g

 th
at th

e w
ire-

taps w
ere legal, A

ttorney G
en-

eral Jo
h
n
 N

. M
itch

ell said
 in

 
an

 affid
av

it to
 th

e U
.S

. D
is-

trict C
o
u
rt in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 th
at 

the telephone surveillance w
as 

n
o

t sp
ecificaily

 d
irected

 at 
M

iss B
acon or at any prem

ises 
in w

hich she had a proprietary 
interest. 

T
h

e affid
av

it, released
 b

y
 

Ju
stice y

esterd
ay

, w
as in

 re-
sp

o
n
se to

 a m
o
tio

n
 filed

, b
y
 

M
iss B

aco
n

's atto
rn

ey
s th

at 
h
e
r a

rre
st o

n
 c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 

c
h

a
rg

e
s in

 N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 w

a
s 

based on illegal w
iretaps here. 

M
iss B

acon, a form
er m

em
-

b
er o

f th
e M

ay
d
ay

 an
tiw

ar 
g
ro

u
p
, w

as arrested
 A

p
ril 2

7
 

o
n
 th

e
 ro

o
fto

p
 o

f a
 L

a
n
ie

r 
P

lace N
W

 com
m

une in connec-
tion w

ith the C
apitol bom

bing. 
S

h
e w

as tak
en

 b
efo

re a fed
-

eral g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

 S
eattle an

d
 

held in contem
pt w

hen she re-
fu

se
d
 to

 a
n
sw

e
r q

u
e
stio

n
s 

about the bom
bing. 

H
o

w
ev

er, in
 S

ep
tem

b
er, a 

U
.S

. C
o

u
rt o

f A
p

p
eals in

 S
an

 
F

ran
cisco

 o
v

ertu
rn

ed
 h

er m
a-

terial w
itn

ess arrest w
arran

t, 
ru

lin
g

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 n
o

t b
een

 
se

rv
e
d
 w

ith
 a

 ro
u
tin

e
 su

b
-

poena. 
M

iss B
a
c
o

n
's a

tto
rn

e
y

s' 
m

eanw
hile, have asked the S

u-
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt to

 ru
le th

at th
e 

S
eattle g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t 

use illegally, obtained w
iretap 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 q
u

estio
n

 M
iss 

B
aco

n
 ab

o
u

t h
er activ

ities. 
T

h
at ap

p
eal fo

llo
w

ed
 an

 ad
-

m
ission by the Justice D

epart-
m

en
t th

at h
er arrest h

ad
 b

een
 

b
ased

 o
n
 a n

atio
n
al secu

rity
 

w
iretap. 
M

iss B
a
c
o
n
 is fre

e
 o

n
 

$10,000 bond on charges that 
sh

e co
n

sp
ired

 to
 m

ak
e b

o
m

b
s 

an
d
 b

lo
w

 u
p
 th

e W
est S

id
e 

b
ran

ch
 o

f F
irst N

atio
n
al C

ity
 

B
ank in M

anhattan on D
ec. 4, 

19
7

0
. S

h
e also

 h
as b

een
 in

-
d
icted

 b
y
 an

o
th

er N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
federal grand jury for conspir-
in

g
 to

 fire
b
o
m

b
 th

e
 sa

m
e
 

bank. 
M

iss B
acon, the daughter of 

a w
ealth

y
 A

th
erto

n
, C

alif., 
lu

m
b

er firm
 o

w
n

er, h
as b

een
 

Jiv
in

g
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

, ac-
cording to her form

er M
ayday 

associates. S
he has denied in-

v
o

lv
em

en
t in

 eith
er th

e C
ap

i-
to

l b
o

m
b

in
g

 o
r th

e alleg
ed

 
bank conspiracy. 

In his affidavit M
itchell said 

disclosure of the details of the 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t's w
iretap

 w
o
u
ld

 
"prejudice the, national_ inter-
est." 

A
ssociated P

ress 

L
eslie B

acon as she arrived in S
an F

rancisco June 22. 


