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late
President Eisenhower durin
tion at Newport, R.L

He is Jack Cataneo, son of
Mr. |and Mrs. Albert Cataneo .of
37 Hranklin Pt,

The Island lea. :
therneck now
will | report to
Washington, D.
C.. for further
dutyl with  the

P r|e sidential
Guard.

Cataneo, a for-
mer| Porl Rich-

mond High

Schopl  student, 2y
enteyed the ser- Jack
vice | in Decem- Cataneo -

ber, [1938. He re-

ceived his initial training at Par-}"

ris Island, S.C. _
The Islander recently received
2 promotion to lance corporal.
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sland Marine [s Serving
ith Presidential Guard
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A Castleton Corners C.S. Marine has completect 'nisi
st assignment with the Presicdential Guard protectingl
g the chief executive's vaca-|
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Twa hiscoric meetings took place in 1995,
bringi| & wogether American researchers and
writers whe have werked on the JFK assassing-

officers the Cuban Bovernment ac dhe time
of the event. Both events were armanged with the
helpafi tonAdvisory Board member Wayne
Smich, Ph.D, and ttended by many ather Cog-
liion members and officers, The presentations
and discussions were recarded, and the Culan

Janicro with the belp of the Brazilian govern-

ment, who coverad Tahsportation cost for both
Cuban and ican participang, Brazilian jour.
nalise Claw) Furiati, whose dmuncanry film
and recent ook, Zp Riffe, include information
drawn from chbnnudﬁquiwedmme
invitations, Furige alsoartended the 1995 annual

conference of the Coalition, and showed fantage
of the Rio eofference ae the ¢vene. This meedng
gotinternatgnal Press artendon, and some eor-

Ty concerning Oswald's connce.
tion with the FBI.

cember in N

wan, PhD,, James Lesar, Esq.,
Anthony Sumfners, Gordon Winslow, Dick
Russell ang Jo Judge. Peter Kombluh, 2 suaff
memlier of thg Nadanal Security Archives (a
non-profit ageney), Jeremy: Guan, research dj.
mcr:trhc;\mninaﬁmnmdsﬂmicw%nrd.
and several arher i

tended. Funds

ransportation for the Cubang
and other eosts fwere provided by Guf Stream
Adrways, Pupim ¥0, and Wayne Smith,
General Faljian e was familiar wich
numerons Cuban and Amerjcan figures whose
nunes have he
iler, and Cuby ¢
hese mateery,

MAIL BOXES ETC

i ' o
@ cub;n Intelligence and

in 1965-66 of che ClA's AM/LASH operation,
Cuba never carried our an independene invest-

linked to the case, relying on American research
toselectsome ofthe names, Hisconclusionis thar
the plog against JFK grew from ; lasger plog
#g3inst Castro and Culyg,

Gcncnl&ca]m:emdl\mwokoddguuprc-
sented informacion during the meetings can-
ceming Jack Ruly and what Cuban intelligence
knew about his refation t0 Cuba, What foltows s
Escalanee’s recounting of their knowledge aligue
Ruby.

Dmimmntuﬁmmumjmedd Vescia, an
officer in 1959 3¢ 4 Cuban prisan camp for
undocumented aliens which included Santos
Trafficante, Jr. and ather Americans who had
worked in the Cuban gambling industry. The
documencs are sl classified, bue they revea
Trafficantc’s bresence in June of 195 9.

Trafficante, well kngwn tothe Cubans, was 5oy ghe

“undesirable alian.” Fe yvas wanted by the U's,
Burcau of Narcatics and by Interpal.

However, by Auguse, unconfirmed reports
suggest thar Trafficante was allowed o lesve the
mp 1o artend the inarmiage of his daugher, e
was also in contact wigy Rolando Cubxls, the
Cl\'sagene AN VLASH, 3swas his Cuban lawyer
Rafael Garcia Danyo, They were Petitioning for
his release from the camp. Cubela alsq hay tcsto
organized erime and to Eddie “Bayo," ansther
CLA plotter against Castro, Curlier, Trafficante
and Cubela had also known Carlos Tepedino, an
Italian remeved by the ClAin 195 9, whoused che
code name ANIA VHIP. Tepeding plaved a role
inthe C14 rcduiunumol"Cubtla, who remained
in Cuba ungl 1963, then worked in Spain for the
CL-Lim’uI\'cr.lin:\plotog:inﬂCamwidnCquh
and Manye) Artime,

In 1961, Cubla wasin Mexico City, in touch
witha ClAagent whose dcscripdmmgg:m thay
it was David Adue Phillips, 3 “all man, Anglo-
Saxon type, ahour 4 vears, dhin, hair receding,
big reeth, bags under eyves, kood manners, well
drasied, sociali, spoke Muent Spanigh, By
March, 1961, the CIA gnd Alafia were working
together to ploe 3ninst Castro, and 4 plus wag
Im:hcdtoguRol.mdoCulm}:mdjmnCnan
out of Cuba, along with an associate of Sanrox
Trafficante by the end of the month. Cubely fya)

TEL 201~436-09199
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he JFK Assassination

Just reeurne from Mesico Cityon Marchd, an,
the CIA Tnspector General's repart reveals thyg
poisan pills were delivere at the saine gime
Perind to kill Castro.

THouse Select Commitree investigaturs Roly-
ert Blakey, Ed Lopez und Richard Piyor inger.
viewed Cubon Interior angd Fercign Ministry
officials, inchuding thosc in chiarge of the imum;.
graton <ainps, One Cuban affieia) was terrified
of the questions and refysed to have his picrure
taken. He revealed that he knew ang femein-
bered Saniag Trafficante, and thar he sull feared
that he could be kiljed, e recalled how finpor-
ant Trafficance was in the mp, and how many-
visiters he had. A Briush Journalist, Wilson
Hudson was in the Sthe camp, and recyflad
secing Jack Rulns associare Louis McWillic ar
Tmlﬁnnre's:::inn.'ﬂm(:ulun officialinclarpe
of the camp digd without making 3 declaradon,
bur the Cubansare convingad thatJack Rubyan(|
MeWWillie visiced Trafficante ac the camp,

Cuban archives canrained 5 cop¥ of an engy
card that proves Jack Ruby entered thecountry in
August any September of 1959, from Lo, New
Orleans and Miaini, ang thae appears in the

exaact gambling money back o the United
States. He knew MeWillie, wha was linked ¢o
Trafficante’s exsino. Trafficante was finallyv ex.
pelled in Janwary, 1960, an.d Ruby never retumed
ta Cuba. Trafficante was relessed, despite evi-
dence of crimina) iy, beeause the Interior
Ministry saidl thers was naarrestorder for him in

detained legally, The person who appravey
Teafficante’s releage wias Cesa Blanco, an ufficer
in charge of public arder atthe dme, | e had fiyl]
utharity to s so, and igwae natunnsual, lacking
orders for his arrese, Pecer Dale Scon wonderg|
if this official was Cega Blanco Gurierrez, ,
counter-revolutionanyin he November 30\ [ove.
ment. Escalante reealled that the official hay
Fone to the United Stares, Afrer Trafficanee wag
released, he stayed ar the Havana Riviers hoe,
He was tied w0 two Cubans, Fermando Ortem
who managed his €asino “Sins Souci," and
Herinenio Diaz Garciy, his bodyniaed,

in May, 1966, confronting Cuban roops in an
amempt 1o enter Havan illegally. Asnerican re.
searchers have ted Jacl Ruby o Robere
MMeKeowan, whe ran 4 coffee business in Culn in

page 22
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the 19505, and wh was cogagedin arns traffick-
ing} MeKeowan was ticel to Carlas PPries Socarras,
a lormer Cuban president, amd to CIA apem
Frapk (Fiorini) Swurgis, American sourees say
thagMcKeowan sentaleter t Jack Ruby, asking
him to sell weapons to the Cubins in 1959. The
Cultan intelligence nerwork: has lirde knowledpe
of this incident, aldiough one Cuban ex-officer
recalled an offer of theap wenpons made Ly
Asndricans at the same dine Raby was in Cuba.

Goaliden members and athers presenc at-
termpred ro fill in the details aboue Ruby's Cuban
cannectons. Peter Dale Scom recalled o csc
documentany in 1977 whick interviewad people
in Chicago who had done import-export busi-
ness with Cubs. They gor partial correboration
that Ruby was part of these operatons, bur did
not pse it. Ruby visited Trailicante ;at
Trangamerica. McWillie told the HSCA thathe
bl gong t0 Cuba, and perhaps Ruby had come
with Him. MeWillie mer Dine Cellini and John
Lansky dhere. Cellini wis part of the CLA/M afia
plots Jgminst Castra. He also saw Guiseppe di
Giorgio, amajor eourierin narcotics mafficacthe
titne. Bi Giorgio was involved in moving stolen
sccuriges from Canadian 1o Swiss banks, and
Ruby may have known abour this ease. Dj
Giorgip'slawyer, Louis Kutner, knew Rubywell
in Chigapo. [ Gioryioalso used the alias Pierre
Canavgse.

Fseflante revealed that no records of regisura-
tion at the canps sdll exist, and that the arrange-
inent inlthe 1960 was not thar formal, Just before
the BayoiPigsimasion in 1961, 1l recordarchives
wefe m-Led several Bmes to proteer them, and
pon-essdndal files were destroyed to preserve the
most imporent infurmation, Documents were
stored and hidden in boxes, but were not remicved
larer if they were not crugial, Many caches rermain
hidden ahwd unopencd. Over the years, the docu-
ments have dereriorared with humidity and age,
andl are now unreadable, Resources for presena-
tion are lemer now, and an efforr will be made to
restare the inforniation and seck goverunent
perinission to release these filos.

‘The flles Escalante used in his research on
Ruby have yetio be released, and diere are fow of
them. Others may cxist, bur their loeadon is noe
known, There is no formal declassification pro-
cedure for docwnents in Cuba, it has not been
discussed.Selected files were given to the War-
ren Comepission and the FISCA by Cuba 10 use
as they say fie. Contacts with Warren Commis-
sion staffulere ninde through the Swiss Embassy,
and the Dpartment of State wrote for clarifica-
Sun on Ruby's visit to Culy,

Escalargte was aware of stacements male re-
cendy by Fide! Castro concerning an offer to

Open Secrats

MAIL BOXES ETC

s

dechsssify JFR assassination doctunenis, and had
readabout It in Paris AMarh, Hesuggesced direct
contact with Castro to deternyine which docy-
inents were being discussed. Qg researchor wag
tale hya Cuban official thag declassification would
take two to five years. Fscalange confirmed thae
the Incation and refeasc of these files W5 ot a
priority fur their officials, since survivalwas more
critieal. Tle suggested due die marrer Le pre-
sented o the National Congress in Cuba. At the
ameafthe HSCA, Castro metwith theirseaffand
offercd ta give files 1o them, bt they showed
line ineerest in the records. Jeremy Gunn of the
ARRB asked whether Castro would be willing ro
renew the offer now,

Esenlantcrecalled diar che T ISCAonhrsoughe
answers 1o specific questions they usked, and the
relevantdocumens werg declassifiedand handed
over, Escalante directed a Culian invesdgadon
ima dhe history of the assassination in 1992.3,
Laxed on accessto documenes, This inquiry looker|
in directions thae the HSCA never mentiencd.
Caswro kavew only about whag the HISCA asked
for. An exchange of documents concerning the
Bay of Pligs and the Cuban Missile erisis have
recendy began, and might be expanded to in-
clude the JFK records, As a result of the Nassay
meetng, 3 new request for records will he made,
bur the decision does not rest wich Escalante,
Given Caszro's previous responscs, there is 3
likelihood that it will be approved.

Inaddidon, information abour the a5s28sina.
tan was shared between Cyban intelligence and
the Soviet KGB from the Warren Commission
period, The KGR sent  file they had 6n Oswald
to Cuba, coneerning his activiges inside the So-
viet Union. Escalante felt it did not provide much
new information. The Review Board was urped
‘@ contact the Cuban govenunent to a5k for
further declassification of documnents, and the
Cubans present indicared their intention to seck
permission for release of the flcs.

Many ather importane fopics were covered ag
this meedng, including demils concerning the
re]alioud\ipbemeeujohnf-'.l(mmcdyandc:lm
and Carlos Lechugm's recollection of an artem pt
by US. Ambassador Atwood, on behalf of the
president, to open dislogue just before the assag-
sination. Ward of these approaches, according ro
Esealante’s intelligence information, was spread
to the anti-Castro Cubans in Aiami, and may
have precipitated thedming oftheirinvolvernent
in the assassination,

" CIA agene David Ailee Phillips, in charge of
theJM/WAVE operation, was a tojiic of discus-
sivn. The Cubans have additional information
thar Phillips used the alias *Maurice Bishop" in
contacts with ant-Castrn Cubansand Leel Tarvey
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(?swuld. This led ¢ 2 ful] exchange of infarma.-
oen concerning the various anti-Castro groups
and individuals who are linkad with assassination
AEMpe ogainst Castro and the K; mur-
der. Escalante mentoned the background of
Elladio del Valle, an ssodiate of David Ferrie
DelVallehadbeena police nfﬁmmdahp'd,m-
in the Batseg goverminent, and had worked with
Santos Trafficante, Rolands Masferrerand other
Badists assaciates to overthrow the Cuban goy.-
ernment. David Ferrie and del Vil Participated
in overflights and mids of Cuba in 1962, Culan
intelligence had penerrated the group, and knyew
that del Valle often spuke of killing Kennedy to
solve the “Cuban proldem.” Tony Questa re-
vealed to Cuban intelligence agentsin 1978 thae
del Valle and Herminia Diazwercinvalvedin the
JFK plat. Esealante protected the information at
the dme, since they didd not know who del Valle
was, bur feels no furdver obligation to conceal it
now thar Questa is dead. Del Valle and Ferrie
died, or were murdered, on the same day.,

Oswald's activitics in New Orleans with the
and-Casore Cubans was another topic of seru-
any. The Cubans made dear their hyporhesis
that his Fair Play for Cuba membership, and
other manufactured links of Oswald to the Cu-
bangovernment, served purposein Dallas, Had
the plan not gane awry, the Culians believe thar
Oswald would have been killed, and then Castro
blamed for the murder of Kenncdy, s 2 pretest
forinvasion of Cuba. Oswald's reported visis to
the Cuban and Sovier embassics in Mexico was
the major topic of the last hours of the conlcr-
ence. Arturo Rodriguez presented aslide show of
documenss and photographs thar explained in
great deail the Amenican sunveillance methods
that were in use at the dme at both embassies in
Mexico Ciry.

This was an historic mnecting between long-
tine JFK assassination researchers and the Cuban
officials who wimessed dhe events at the tme of
Kennedy's murder and beyond. As the sharing of
inforination progressed, 1 bond of openness and
oust developed with dhe Cubsans, Bods groups
wmfmﬂxnnia:g,:ucmp&ngmgcurdmumhuf
the events from their divergent perspectives. The
mcedig ended with peneral agreement thag a
more unbidous conference should be planned for
the furure, perhaps o involve high-level Kennedy
administradon officiabs in the discussion, Similar
mectings have been held recently botween Amcri-
can, Cuban and Sovice officials cunceming the
history of the: Bay of Pigs and the Missile Criyis,
and have shed light on die evenss of the carly
1960s. The Coalition will contnue 1o enconrage
whis exchangte, and seek full release of all gover-
ments’ files on the Kennedy assassination, [ &)
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i Cettificate of Retirement.

v g [Presented 10 :
!
.“ POLICE OFFICER JACK 4, CATANED
]
i Angrateful recognition of 16 < years of service a3 g
' loyal and dedicated member of the Police Depariinent

of the City Of New York
Date JANUARY 31, 1980




