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Island Marine Is Spraying 
With Presidential Guard 

.5,447 -4/ 5-7s /,.97v /90 1/.4-77..cd-
/ o ■tdD/cLy 

A. Castleton Corners U.S. .,.11arine has completed 
lat st assignment with the Presidential Guard protecting 
President Eisenhower during the chief executive's vaca-1  

at Newport, R.I. 
is Jack Cataneo, 	of; 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
37 Franklin Pt. 

Tl-e island lea-
ther-heck now 
will report to 
Washington. D. 
C., . for further 
duty with the 
Pr e s i dential 
Gua d. 

Otaneo, a for-
mer Port Rich-
mond High 
Schopl student, 
ente .ed the ser-
vice in Decem-
ber, 1958. He re-
ceiv d his initial training at Par-
ris I land. S.C. 

Th is!ander recently received 
a or

I 
motion to lance corporal. 

By The Mail Clerk 

son 
Cataneo . of 

Jack 
Cataneo 
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717an Intelligence and the JFK Assassination torte meetings rook place in 1995, T birth w° h'.. g together American inearehers and writen whin have vim ked on the JFK 

fr 	

assaseina- le 
officers 	die Cuban government tame ent at e time 

non, and c,  harmer diplomatic and intelligence 

uf the even Both even a were arranged with the helpofCoalicionAdvisnryBoardmemberWayile Smith, Ph.D.. and attended by many other Coa-lition mernkrs and officers. The presentations and discuss tins were recorded, and the Cuban officials wee urged to work for release of their guvemmen files concerning the assassination. The firs conference was arranged in Rio di _laments with  the help of the Brazilian govern-ment, who Tred transporradon corn for both Cuban and 	criean participants. Brazilian jour- nalist Claud Ethan, whose documentary film and recent 	k, ZR Rifle, include information drawn from e Cuban archives, assisted in the invitauons. riati also attended the 1995 annual conference o the Gallium, and showed footage of the Rao ea (creme at the event. This meeting got interned nal press artention, and some co,- erage in the . ted Sures. John Newman. Ph D., and author of swald and the CIA, attended and worked with C Coalition from Brazil to release an important ory concerning Oswald's connec-tion with the 13L 
A smaller thering took place in early De-cember in N2 au, Bahamas, attended by Gen- eral Fabian 	ante, former chief of Cuban intelligence, D

ante, 
his assistant Arturo Rodriguez. and formerCu andiplomatic liaison to the United States, Carlos Lechugn. Cuban and American translators ass' ted in the meetings, Among the Caabtion offs m and members who amended were Wayne midi, Ph.D.. Peter Dale Sean, Ph.D., John is' anan,Ph.D.,James Lesar,Esty, Anthony Sum efS, Gordon Winslow, Dick Russell =din Judge. Peter Kombloh, a staff member of th National Security Archives (a non-profit age y), Jeremy Gunn, research di- rector at the: 	ination Reece& Review Board, and several or r independent researchers at-tended. Funds f transportation for the Cubans and other COSTS were provided by Gulf Stream Airways, P utam 

General Fat 
numerous Cub and American figures whose names have hall associated with the JFK mur, 	- :ler, and Cuba eitnducnal two investigation into :hese. matters. Ii was in charge of bath inverai-rations, carried r ut in 1964 at the request of the A'arren Conlon 

i 
 ion, and in 197/1, in ennpera - ion with the Hance Select COMMitCee on /Issas-i nations. He wa_41su pan of a Clib.us study done 

pen Suersts  

in 1965-66 of the CIA's AWLASII operation. Cuba never carried out an independent investi-gation into the matter, but they attempted to provide answers to the questions raised by the U.S. probes. Esealante and Rodriguez have re-cently completed a book on the assassination as well. He conducted 157 interticwe with Cubans linked to the case, relying on American research to select some of the names. His conclusion is that the plot against JFK grew from a larger plot against Castro and Cuba. 
General Escalante and Arturo Rodriguez pre-seined information during the meetings enn-eerning Jack Ruby and what Cuban intelligence Mew about his relation to Cuba. What follows is Ese:Ilance's recounting of their knowledge about Ruby. 

One important witness was)ose del Vcscia, an officer in 1959 21 a Cuban prison camp fur undocumented aliens which included Samoa Tr2114eInte, Jr. and other Americana who had worked in the Cuban gambling industry. The documents arc still clinuified, but they reveal Traffieante's presence in June of 1959. Traffieante.well blown to the Cubans, was sought out for arrest and detention at the camp until he could be sent back to the United States as an "undesirable alien." He was wanted by the U.S. Bureau of NarCOLiCS and lie Interpol. However, by August. unconfirmed reports suggest that Tin fficante was allowed ro leave the camp to attend the 'marriage of his daughter. He was also in contact with Rolando Cuhrta, the CLA's agent .30, bil...ASH, as was his Cuban hasher Rafael Garcia llauyn. 11‘q weje Ptmrlorti°F for his release from the camp. Cubela also had as to organized crime and to Eddie "Bayo." another CIA plotter against Castro. Earlier. Trafficarne and Cubela had aistilmonn Carlos Tent:ditto, an Italian removed by the CIA in 1959, ti ho used the code name A.X1A 1-11P. 'repetlino played a role in the CIA recruitment of Cobela, who remained in Cuba until 1963, then worked in Spain for the CIA,involved in a plot against Castro ttatliCtthela and .5 fanuel 
In 1761. Cubela was in (eaten City, in touch with a CLa agent whose description suggests that it was David Mee Phillips, a "tall man, Anglo-Saxon type, about 40 years, thin, hair receding, big teeth, bags under eyes, good manners, well dressed, sociable, evoke fittent Spanish." By March, 1961, the CIA and Mafia were working together to plot against Castro, and a plan was hatched rogerRolandoCulal a and Juan Cord, ib nut of Cuba, along wide an associate of Santos 'FraffiCallte by the end of the month. Ctibela  

just returned from Mexico City on March 4, and the CIA Inspector General's report reveals that poison pills were delivered at the same time period to kill Castro. 
1 louse Select Committee investigators Rob-ert Blakey, Ed Loma. mid Richard Pryor inter-viewed Cuban Interior and Foreign Ministry officials, including those in charge of the immi-gration camps. Onc Cuban official was terrified of the questions and refused to have his picture taken. He revealed that he knew and remem-bered Santos Trait-learnt, and that he still feared that he could be tilled. lie recalled how itnpor-tant Tratfica rue was in the camp, and how many 

Hudson was in the same camp, and recalled 

visitors he hid. A British iniullalist. Wilson 
seeing Jack Ruby's 2-$50Clate Louis McWillie at Trafficante's nsine."17le Cuban official in charge of the camp died without making a declaration. but the Cubans are convinced thatJack Ruby and risited Trafficante at the camp. Cuban archives cunrained a copy of an entre card that prmin Jack Ruby entered the coup try in Augtut and September of 1959, from both New Orlcatu and Miami, and that appears in the HSCA materials. They suspect he helped to extract gambling money back to the United States. He knew 11c11lllie, who was linked to Trafficante's casino. Trafficante was finally ex• pulled inJantlary, 1960. and Ruby never returned to Culla. Trafficante was released, despite eel-denee of criminal action-. because the haven't A linistr- said there ..133 no arrest order for him in the United States, based un convcrsaunns with the U.S. Embassy, and he could no lunger be detained legally. The person who approved Trafficante's release was Cesa 131.111c1.1, ill officer in charge of public ruder at che time. I le had full authority to do sn, and it was not urn isital Jacking orders fur his arrest. Peter Dale Senn wondered if this official was Cesa Mama, Gutierrez. counter-rel'111111a0ISAryin the 	n'ellibCr 30A love- mem. Esealmte recalled that the official had gone to the United States, After Traffic-ante was released. he stayed at the I tivana Riviera hotel. He was bed to two Cubans, Fernando Ortega who managed his casino "Sans Sinici," and Ilcnnenio Diaz Carcia, his bodyguard Hernienio 131.1I Garcia to tisk part in a plot in kill Castro in istmainber, 1960 with Chieago A Lille figure Richard Cam. Dias WWI also in-vnived in the plot againstIFK. 1 le died in Cuba in /slay, 1966, confronting Cuban troops in 211 artempt to enter l lavana 	i'unerican re- searchers have tied Jack Ruby to Robert McKeuwan, who ran a coffee business irtaba in 
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the 19503, nndwhowas engnired in antis traffick. 
in NIcKeinviin was tied to Garin% Priis Socarras, 
a f niter Cuban president. and to CIA agent 
Fra nit (Fiorint) Sturgis. American sources say 
tha hicKeowan sent: letter to) ack Ruby, asking 
hi to sell weapons to the Cubans in 1959.   The 

n intelligence network has little knowledge 
of s incident, although one Cuban ex-officer 
re et! an Lifter of cheap weapons made by 
in titans at the Mille time Ruby was in Cuba. 

temIt
ed to in the details shout Ruby's Cuban 

nalition members and others present at- 

ettetinns. Peter 1)alt: Scott recalled a CI3C 
drA*entary in 1977 which intemiewed people 
in 	Lego who bad done import-export busi- 
ness ads Cuba. They got partial corroboration 
that uby was part of these operations, but did 
not sc it. Ruby visited Trafficante , at -Fran u,enca. WO-alio told the HSCA that he 
had gnu: to Cuba. and perhaps Ruby had come 
with I kn. NIelVillie met Dino Cell:irk and John 
Las 	• there. C.ellini was part oldie CLAJA la fin 
plots pinst Castro. He also saw Guiteppe di 
Gistrg o. a major rnurier in narcotics era ffic sr the 
tone. 	Giorgio nu involved in moving stolen 
securi es front Canadian to Swiss banks, and 
Rutty ay have known about this ease. Di 
Giorgi lawyer, Louis Kutner,  kriewItuby wel I 
in Chi go. Di Giorgio also used the alias Pierre 
Canav 

ante revealed that no records of registra-
one at se camps stall exist and that the arrange-
ment in the 1960s was not that formalJust before 
the Bay !Pies invasion in 1061, all record archives 
were rat cd several times to protect them, and 
turn- 	ncial files were destroyed to preserve the 
most i portant information. DoCUMerttS were 
stored. hidden in boxes. but were not retrieved 
later if they were nut crucial. Many caches remain 
hidden and unopened. Over the years, the docu-
ments hate deteriorated with humidity and age. Intl are now amendable. Resources for no:sena-
Linn are hater now, and an effort will be made to 
restore tree information and seek government 
pertnissioin to release these files. 

lice (Iles Escalance used in his research on 
Ruby have yet to be released, and there are few of 
them. 0 era may exist. but their location is not 
known 	sere is no formal declassification pro- 
eedurc ft documents in Cult], it has not been 
discussed. Selected files were given to the War. 
ten COmt ission and the UISCA by Cuba to use 
as they s3 IlL COntzleTS with 'Warren Cummis-
don staff ere made through the Swiss Enthasay, 
and the 13 partnient of Stale wrote far clarifies-
thin on R ti's visit to Cu ba 

Escala tc was aware of rintements inaile re-
cently by ;We! Castro concerting au offer to  

skaiassifyil'K assassination dnettinents, and had read about t it in Paris hatch. He suggested direct 
contact with Casual to determine which docu- 
ments were being discussed_ One researcher was 
told bye Cillun ulliival dust kkCIASSiri cation would take two to five )'cars. ESC:112111e confirmed that 
the location and rdirase of these files was nor a 
ptiority for their nfficials, since survival was inure 
critical. (1c suggested that die matter be pre-
sented to the Narionnl Ci ingress in Cuba. At the 
rimeof the HSCA, Castro met with their sal' and 
offered to give files to them, but they showed 
iicile interest in the record: Jeremy Gunn of the 
111RI3 asked whether Castro u Ands' Ile  willing ra  
renew the offer now, 

E.senlante recalled that the T IS CA on ly so ught 
answers to specific questions they asked, and the 
relevant documents wet e d ec/ assi ed and 112S1 dtiti 
over. Escalante directed a Cuban investigation 
Mtn the history' of the assassination in 1992-3, 
based on SCCeSS to doCAUllentS. This inquiry loot:ell 
in directions that the liSCA never mentioned, 
Castro loins only about what the 1-ISCA asked 
for. An uNChange of documents concerning the 
Bar of Pigs and the Cohan Missik crisis have 
recent)' begun, and might be expanded to in-
clude the JFK records. As a result of the Nassau 
meeting, a new request for records will he made. 
but the decisiun does not rest wits F-sealante. 
Given Castro's previous responses, there is 
likelihood that it mill he approved. 

In ndd Mon, information about the assassina-
tion was shared between Cuban intelligence and 
the Soviet KGB from the lit'arren Commission 
period. The KGB sent a file they had on Oswald 
to Cuba, concerning his artiaities inside the So-
viet Union. Escalanie felt it did not provide much 
new information. The Review Board was urged 
to contact the Cuban government to ask for 
further declassifintion of documents, and the 
Cubans present indicated their intention to seek 
permission for release of the files. 

atarty ocher important topics were covered at 
this meeting, including details concerning the 
relationship between Johnr. Kennedy and Castro, 
and Carlos Lechugat's recollection of an attempt 
by U.S. Ambassador Atwood, on behalf of the 
president, to open dialugtio just before the assas-
sination. l Vord of these approachea. according to 
Escalantc's intelligence information, was spread 
to the and-Castro Cubans in Miami. and may 
have precipitated the timing of their involvement 
in the assassination. 
' CIA agent David Mice Phillips, in charge of 

the Psi/WAIT operation, was a collie of distals-
snm. Tice Cubans have additional information 
that Phillip; stied the alias "Maurice Bishop" in 
contacts with anti-C-tatrnCillrinsand Lee T laracy 

Oswald. This led to 2 full exchange of informa-tion concerning the various anti-Castro groups 
anal individuals who are linked with assassination attempts against Castro and the Kennedy mur-
der. E,scalante mentioned the background of Elladio del Valle, an asSOtiate of David Ferri Del Valle had been a police officer and a legislator 
in the Bausca govertunent, and had worked with 
Santos 'Fra fficante. Rolando Masferrer and other Batista associates eta overthrow die Cuban gov-
ernment. David Ferric and dcl Valle participated in overflights and raids of Cuba in 1962. Cuban 
intelligence had penetrated the group, and blew 
that del Valle often spoke of killing Kennedy to 
solve the "Cilleta problem" Tony Questa re-
vealed to Cuban intelligence agenda in 1979 that 
del Palle and I lerminin Diaz wereinvolvtd in the 
JFK plot. Escalnnte protected the intact nation at the time, since they did nut lanow w  who del Valle 
was, but feels nu further obligation to conceal it 
now that Quests is dead. Del Valle and Ferric 
died, or were murdered, on the same day. 

Oswald's activities in New Orleans with the 
anti-Castro Cubans was another topic Of Scru-
tiny. The Cubans mule dear their hvputhesis 
that his Fair Play for Cuba membership, and 
other manufactured links of Oswald to the Cu-
ban government, served a purpose in 1111135. Had 
the plan nor gone awry, the Cubans believe that 
Oswald would have been killed, and then Castro 
blamed for the murder of Kennedy, as a pretest 
for invasion of Cuba. Onvald's reported visits to 
the Cuban and Soviet embassies in Mexico wits 
the major topic of the last hours of the confer-
enee. Arturo Rodriguez presented a slide show of 
documents and photographs that explained in 
great detail the American surveillance methods 
that were in use at the time at both embassies in 
ateeico City. 

This was an historic meeting between long-
citneJ FK assassination researchers and the Cuban 
officials who witnessed die events at the time of 
Kennedy's murder and beyond. As the sharing of 
information progressed, a bond of openness and 
dint develuped with the Cubans. Both groups 
were forthcoming, attempting to get at the truth of 
the events from their divergent perspectives. The 
meeting ended with general agreement that a 
more ambitious conference should he'll:limed for 
the future, perhaps (0 involve high-level Kennedy 
nilnknistrntion officials in the discussion. Similar 
ine clings have been held recently be ove en 	cri- 
can, Cuban and Soviet officials concerning the 
history of the flay of Pigs 111,1 the Missile CriSTS, 
and have dual light on the events of the early 
I960s. The Ceolition will continue TO encourage 
this exchange, and seek full release of all gnvern-
menu' files un the Kennedy assassination. 
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