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Patrolman VERNON VERNAKD DOLLAHITE, Patrol 
Division, Shelby County Sheriff's Office, residence 
9330 Dawn Drive, Apartment 12, home telephone 
358-8067, Memphin, Tennesnee, wan interviewed by • 
Lieutenant W. S. SCHULTZ, Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, and BA FRANKLIN L. JOHNSON, at which 
time he re-enacted his movements on the afternoon of - 
April 4, 1968, after be learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
RING had been shot at the Lorraine Motel. He furnished 
the following information: 

On Thurmday, April 4, 1968, he wan assigned 
to Tactical Unit No. 10, consisting of 12 men, half of 
whom were Deputy Sheriffs and half of whom were police 
officers, which unit was located at the fire station at 
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.m., when be learned that 
Dr. KING had been shot. 

Around 6:00 p.m., ha and other officers were 
inside the fire station when he heard someone yell that 
Dr. KING had been shot. He immediately ran out of the 
door on the north Bide of the fire station, then ran 
east toward the Lorraine Motel, jumkag over a fence, 
and then dropping dawn about a 10-foot concrete retaining 
wall which runs along the wont aido of Mulberry Street. 
Ho then ran to the driveway on Mulberry Street, which 
loads into the Lorraine Motel,to a point benoath the 
balcony whore Dr. KING's body was lying. He stated that , 
ho heard an unknown Negro male at the scene say, "The 
dirty 	f----- police shot him." 

As he ran into the driveway, ho dropped his 
firearm and had to atop momentarily and pick up the 
firearm, checking it briefly, and then continuing.. After 
going to the scone near where the body was lying and 
determining that other officers were converging on the 
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running 
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and went on Ruling 
Street to Main Street, then south on Main Street. As he 

• 

On 	 4/11.10/_at   el:lacunae 

by 	
BA FRANKLIN L. JOI ON:wp 

File N 	 Memphis 44-198 	J)-  

4/12/68 
Date dictated 	  

lilt ikveuniat evottlfib imithot Mednisindail n nor conclusions of MA Fdl. k I. thri property of the FBI said ill loao.4 

row oisooi;,Itood Its coolants we sot li,be . .tribtlad outsida your apse,. 

3 047.71111CIL7leelr PPIIMI4■114111 	 PTAR7114.-  2r1P' 	i 7 	1•7" 	er—..t.rawr-Aort 

rf 



g  • 

• !I • 

.14760171144h."-ried* 	 “ 

- 

ran out of the driveway at the Lorraine Motel, he was 
joined by an officer named MAIM, who ran along with him 
to a driveway on the south side of Huling Street between 
Mulberry and South Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped 
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running 
toward Main. 

Upon reaching Main Street and turning south 
on Main Street, he maw no pedealrlau traffic whatever. 
He continued running mouth on Main Street until he came ' 
to Jim's Grill, a restaurant at 418 South Main Street. 
The door wan standing open. Ho stepped inoide, looked 
around briefly, nceing cuiItomers sitting around eating 
and drinking, and he ahnouneed to all present that no one 
should leave that restaurant until the police had arrived 
and approved their leaving the premieen. He then 
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued 
running south on Main Street. 

Au he came out of Jim's Grill and started 
running south again, ho observed pos4 items lying in the 
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main. 
At the time, he had no idea as to the significance of 
these items lying in tilat doorway. He did not stop but 
kept running south on MAI?? past Canipe's, going a distance 
of some 20 to 30 feet before utopping. His purpose in 
running past Canipe's was in order to look east around 
the corner of the'building in which Canipe's is located 
to see if he could obnerve anyone running or any other 
nuspicious activity, DO1.1.AII1TE stating that at this time 
he, of course, did not know the point from which the gun 

. had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr. KING. 

Upon running 20 or 30 feet south of Canipe's, 
ho observed that there was no area at that location whore 
anyone could run or conceal himself, there being some 
large outdoor signs find a fence located just south of 
Canipo l o. In addition, ho observed other officers running 
1 rth on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming 
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'  om the direction of the fire station, so that these 
ricers would have been in a position to see anyone 
inning or any other sunpicious activity in the general 

a ea in which DOLLAHITE wan proceeding. He then turned 
around and walked north on the east side of Main to the 
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vicinity of the doorway to Canine Amunement Company. 
About thin timn other otlieers arrived on the scene 
and took up a potation around the items lying in front 
of the doorway to Canipa Amusement Company. Patrolman 
DOLLAHITE then walked wtet across Main Street in front 
of Canipe Amusement Company and statiened himself 
near a blue Camaro parkod en the west aide of Main 
opposite Canipe Amusement ComPaRY. 

Patroleae 1/01.1AAHA're, edvir4ed that he iu positive 
that after he arrived on Main etneet, and until the officer* 
bad given their ;opevoymt, rim o'!1.1,4,40 teti• the Breit OR foot. 
tee in CrIOAllY 1"4:711J100 th3t uo vehlele sped away from the 
area around caelpo Amnnem-nt Cempany niter he arrived on 
Main Street. Ito stated that the only time he was not in 
a position to ohnerve the octivity in the 400 block of 
South Main after he firnt arrived there wan during the 
time that he utepped into Jim'n Grill. He stated, however, 
that he wan in this grill only momentarily and he is 
certain in bin own aired that he was not fin Jim's Grill 
Lang enough for anyone to have run from either of the 
exits to a rooming houne at 4221 South Main and thereafter 
run to an automnbile and leave the scebe without his 
having seen such activity. 

With regard to the owner of canipe Amunement 
Company, a white man, and two customera inside Canipe 
Amneement Company, two Negro melon, lie elated that he saw all 
three of these persons and wan with a group of officers W140 
were talking to these individuals. He stated, however, 
that an ho ran mouth ou Main hefere leaving Canipe 
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr. 
CANIPE, step out onto,tne sidewalk. lie stated that since 

 ho 	alone and one of the fit-14 officers to arrive in 
this area, his eauential purpone wan flinet to attempt to 
observe and locate any neepAcioun percon who might be 
attempting to leave the area, and necondly, wherever he 
saw any people in hunIneen houses or otherwise, he 
instructed them to remain here they were so that officers __ 
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liter checking the area would have an opportunity to  
nterviewoveryone who was i.e the area au noon me possible 

Patrolman DOLMJTE advined that after other 
officers had arrived in trout of Canipe Amunement Company, 
and after he had learned during the conversation that 
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we or more of the three peraona inside Canipe Amusement Company reported hearing the "squealing" of tires as a 
white Muotang aped airy from the area, he observed what 
ho regarded to be nkid marku at a point approximately 
one car length south of the doorway to Canipe Amusement 
Company. In pointing out the general area where he 
obnerved these akid marks, Patrolman DOLLAHITE observed 
that there is apace for three automobiles to park between 
the first driveway south of Canipe Amunement Company 
(on the eant Bide of Mein) and a no parking zone around 
a fire plug Just to the north of this driveway. He 
ntated that he would entimate thet the nkld marks which 
he observed wore made by an automobile parked in the 
center parking urea, auuuming all three parking spaces 
were filled at the time. 

As to automobilea parked on the east uide of Main in the area in front of Canipe Amueement Company at 
the time he arrived on the scene, ho stated ho cannot 
now recall a dencription of the vehiclea which ho did 
cane. However, he deem recall observing about a 1062 
red Chevrolet station wagon which he be0Lievee was parked in the first space mouth of the above-mentioned driveway. 
He advised that he wan also under the inpreneion ho had 
ueen this station wagon at another point Just north of 
thin driveway and poueibly the owner had moved the car 
later on during the evening, He stated that there was an 
automobile parked directly in front of Canipe Amusement 
Company, but no automobile parked in the apace immediately 
behind the car in front of Canipe Amusement Company. 
It vas in this blenk epees, or the number two position 
south of Cantl) Amueemeat Company, that he caw what he 
thought to be ukid mirke and which appeared to have been 
made as a car pulled away from that poaltion going north 
on Main Street. 

Patrolman DOLLAWITE advir*d that he had his 
firearm in him bend et alti Omen Wean he wan in the 400 
block of Main street, and it the vitnon,:son in Canipe 
Amusemont Company reported sewing A 11.(.puty running south 
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1 Mein carrying a firearm, then undoubtedly these 
twenties were referring to him, Patrolman DOLLAHITE.' 
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