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' Patrolman VERNON VERNARD DOLLAHITE, Patrol
Division, SBhelby County Bheriff's Office, residence.
3330 pDawn Drive, Apartmont 12, homs telephone
358-8067, Memphim, Tennesoee, was interviewed by
Lieutenant W, 8, BCHULTZ, Homicide Burecau, Memphis
Police Department, and BA FRANKLIN L, JOHNSON, at which
time he re-enacted his movemonts on the afternoon of
April 4, 1968, after be learned that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER
KING bad been shot at the Lorraine Motel, He furnished
the following information: :

On Thursday, April 4, 1968, he wan assigned
to Tactical Unit No. 10, conaisting of 12 men, half of b
whon were Deputy Bheriffs and half of whom were police
officers, which unit was located at the fire station at
Main and Butler around 6:00 p.m,, when he learned that
Dr. KING had been shot,

Around 6:00 p.m,, be and other officers were
inside the fire station when he heard someone yell that
Dr., KING bhad been shot. He immediately ran out of the
door on the north pside of the fire ptation, then ran
east toward the Lorraine Motel, jusping over a fence,
and thon dropping down about a 10-foot concrete retaining
) wall which runs alopg tbo went gido of Mulberry Street, -

- Ho then ran to the driveoway on Mulberry Street, which
leads into the Lorrsine Motel,to a point beneath the
balcony where Dr, KING's body was lying. He stated that
he heard an unknown Negro wale at the ocene say, "The :
dirty m 1 polico sbot him,” :

As he ran into the driveway, he dropped his
firearm and had to otop momentarily and pick up the
firearm, checking it briefly, and then continuing, After
going to the scene near where the body was lying and
detormining that other officers were converging on the
area, he immediately ran out of the driveway, running
north on Mulberry Street to Huling and west on Huling
Btreet to Main Street, then south on Main Btreet, As he
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ran out of the driveway st the Lorraine Motel, he was
Joined by an officer named MALEY, who ran along with him
to a driveway on the south side of Huling Street between
Mulberry and SBouth Main Street. Officer MALEY stopped
at that point to observe, and DOLLAHITE kept running
toward Main,

Upon reaching Main Bireet and turning south
on Hain Btreet, hc waw no podealrian traffic whatever.
He continued rurning south on Main Street until he came
to Jim's Grill, a reatuuxrant st 418 fouth Main Stroet.
The door was standing open. MHo utepped inoide, looked
around briefly, meeing cuntosnrs nltiing around eating
and drinkiog, and he announced to mll present that no one
ahould leave that restaurant until the police had arrived
aud approved their leaving the premisen. He then
pulled the door to the restaurant shut and continued
running south on Main Stroet, :

A# he came out of Jim's Grill and ntarted
running south again, he observed womeé items lying in the
doorway to Canipe Amusement Company at 424 South Main,
At the time, he hud no idea s3 to the significance of
‘ these items lying in that doorway. He did not stop but
‘ ' kept running south on Main past Canipe's, going a distance
of some 20 to 30 feet befcre stopping. Jiis purpose in
running pest Canipe’s wag in order to lcok east around
the corner of the building in which Canipe's is located
to sce 1f he could observe anyone running or any other
nuspicious activity, DOLIAHITE stating that at this time
he, of course, did not kncw the point from which the gunmn
had been fired resulting in the killing of Dr. KING.

Upon running 20 or 30 Teot south of Canipo's,
he observed that there was no area at that location where
anyone could run or conceal hlmself, there being some
large outdoor slgna and a fence located just soulh of
w Canipe's, 1In addition, he cbserved other officers runaning
i rth on Main on the east side of the sidewalk, coming .

‘om the direction of the flre ptation, so that these
ficers would have been In a poaliion to see anyone
dinning or any other susplcious metivity in the general
area in which DOLLAHITE wss proceeding. He then turned
* around and walked north on tho east smide of Main to the
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vicinity of the doorssy to Canipe Awusement Company.
About thin time other officers arrived on the scene
and togk up 8 position arcund the items lying in front
of the doorway to Canipe Anviewment Compuny. Patrolman
DOLLAHITE then walked wast across Jain Street in front
of Canipe Amusement Company and stationed himself

near a blue Camaro parkesd on the west side of Main
aopposite Canipe Amunement Company,

Patrolwan INLLANLTE adelned that he is positive
Lthat after ho prrived on Eain Streot, and until the officers
bed given theldr appvoval, ne poesse i the srea on foot,
lte 1o equally pozlitive that po veblebe gped away from the
proa around Canipe Amigemenl Company aftor he arrived on
Main Street. MHo mtated that the ouly time he was not in
2 poaition to oboexrve the pativity in the 400 block of
South Main after he flint srrived theve wan during the
time that he ntepped Jntn Jiw's Grill, fle stated, however,
that he was in this grill only moswntarily and he is
certain in him own mind that ha wes not in Jim's Grill

Inng enough for anyone tm have run fram either of the

! “’Jf' 1'.

JVmﬁ“ﬂ

j B A

exita to a rooming houss at 4224 South Main and thereafter
run to an sutomnbile and leave the scene without his
having seen such activity.

With regard to Lhe owner of Canipe Anusement

Company, a white man, and iwo custemeri inside Canipe
Anugement Company, two Negro malew, he stated that he saw all
Lthree of these persons and wan with a group of officers wao
were talking to these individunls, Ile stated, however,
that as ho ran south on Main befure leaving Canipe
Amusement Company, he did not see the white male, Mr.
CANIPE, step out onto the sidewalk, He stated that osince
he was alone and one of the firug officers to urrive in
thig area, his essential purpose wan f{irst to attempt to
obgerve and locate any csunpiclous perton who might be
attempting to leave the sarea, and secondly, wherever he
saw any pecple in buninexn houges or obherwise, he
instructed them 1o remain where they were no that officers
wter checking the srea wouldl have an opporiunlity to

nterview everyone wiwo was in Lhe area an goon as ppsaible

Patrolman DOLLANITE advined that after other
orricers had arrived in front of Csnipe Awucement Company,
and after he had learncd during the coaversation that

.-

r.ff':'l',
- e TR VY SRR, et ¥ :
iy 'f‘ (bt M D L 1,,0:_; ‘rhr\'L
X i
;

1‘“*

ﬁ%ﬁgﬁ‘

l-n'

‘a 4 v
;nu "' ““l

2 T o "y % ()
LR Sitich i
Ch: TE WY m.ﬁ‘:r:'!!...m AR SPUIY AN ‘;1' (AR TS i



ME 4421987

ne or more of the three pergons inszlde Canipe Amusement
Company reported hearing the "mquealing" of tires as a
white Mustang sped awsy from the area, he obzerved what
he regarded to be nkid marks at a point approximately
one car length south of the docorway to Canipe Amusement
Company. In poiuting out the geveral area where he
observed these aokid marks, Patrolwman DOLLAHITE observed
that there is space for three automobiles to park between
the first driveway south of Canlpe Amunement Company

(on the eant side. of Main) and & no parking zone around
a fire plug just to the north of this driveway. He
flated that he would entimate that the gkid marks which
he obuerved were mado hy am automobile parked in the
center parking srea, ascuming all three parking spaces
were filled at the time,

As to automobiles parked on the east side of
Main in the area in froant of Canipe Awusement Company at
the timwe he arrived on the scene, ho stated he cannot
now recall a descripticn of the vehicles which he did
see. However, he door recall obsorving about a 1062
red Chevrolet statlion wagon which he bolleves was parked
in the firat space mouth of the above-mentioned driveway,
Ho adviced that he waz aluo under the impression he had
vseen this station wuagon mat another peint juat north of
this driveway and pousibly the owmer had moved the car
later on during the evening. Hn stated that there was an
automobile parked directly in frent of Canipe Anusement
Company, but no anlnmabile parked in the npace immediately
behind the car in fromnt of Canipe Amusnament Company.,
It was in this blupk nupace, or the number two position
south of Canipe Amuvemsut Company, that he maw what he
thought to be ekid warks amd which appoared to have been

- mAdo a8 & car pulled away from that pouition going north

on Main Btreet, ’

Patrolman DOLLANXTE advired that he had his
firearm in his hand at a)ll timesn whon he wag in the 400
block of Main Hireet, sud Af the wilnesacs in Canipe
Amusemont Company rcported seolng a Deputy running south
Main carrying a firears, then uvdoubtedly thesme
tnonses wore referring to him, Patrolman DOLLAHITE,
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