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A
nother JFK

 A
ssassination T

heory 

T
n readers w

ho w
rote of their concerns about 

conspiracy theories follow
ing m

y review
 of 

"C
ase C

losed: L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald and the A
s-

sasination of JFK
" (R

andom
 H

ouse; 607 pages; $25; 
R

eview
, S

eptem
ber S

i, an updated report aw
aits 

your scrutiny in S
an F

rancisco author and form
er 

R
F

K
 speechw

riter B
ob C

allahan's nifty new
 paper-

back, "W
H

O
 SH

O
T

 JFK
? A

 G
u

id
e to th

e M
ajor 

C
on

sp
iracy T

h
eories"

 (Firestone; 159 pages; $12). 

Y
es, it's all here, sort of: T

he W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion and its m

uch-disputed report that L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald w

as the "lone gunm
an"; the H

ouse S
elect 

C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassination and its report that "at 
least tw

o shooters" had been involved in a conspira-
cy; the F

B
I agents w

ho fired O
sw

ald's rifle w
ith its 

m
isaligned scope and couldn't hit a stationary tar-

get 15 feet aw
ay; the "m

agic bullet," "stretcher bul-
let," "pristine bullet" all in one; the "D

allas C
uban 

C
onnection"; the M

afia, the K
G

B
, O

liver S
tone and 

m
ore. 
T

hen there are the controversies, som
e 38 in all: 

the "D
allas P

olice C
over-U

p C
ontroversy" (about 

O
sw

ald a rid Jack R
uby); the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es con-
troversy (its book, "T

he W
itnesses," "w

as carefully 
edited to present only those selections w

hich sup-
ported the C

om
m

ission's findings"); the "F
B

I A
u-

topsy R
eport C

ontroversy" and its corollaries, the 
"m

ysterious hack w
ound" and "bunched shirt" the-

ories; the "C
IA

 C
ounter A

ttack C
ontroversy" 

(agents w
ere urged to convince "friendly" book re-

view
 editors to w

rite "that parts of the conspiracy 
talk appear to be deliberately generated by C

om
-

m
unist propaganda"); 'T

he F
B

I C
over-U

p C
ontro-

versy" (m
ore busy agents9-, and still m

ore. 

P
layfully illustrated w

ith com
ic-strip art by 

M
ark Z

ingarelli, the book entertains even the silli-
est of controversies as w

ell: W
as it really "L

S
D

 L
ee," 

as C
allahan nicknam

es O
sw

ald, w
ho show

ed up at a 
N

ew
 O

rleans assistant district attorney's office a 
m

onth before the assassination com
plaining that  

the C
IA

 had spiked his drinks w
ith L

S
D

 w
hile he 

w
as stationed at A

tsugi A
ir B

ase in Japan? W
hy not, 

C
allahan shrugs: "It's know

n the C
IA

 continued 
IS

M
 experim

ents at tw
o overseas stations into the 

early 1960s," one of w
hich w

as A
tsugi, w

here O
s-

w
ald served and "w

here the A
gency regularly fed 

m
escaline, sodium

 pentothal, dow
ners, speed and 

L
SD

 to local bar-hopping, off-duty U
,S. M

arines." 

C
allahan does a good job tracking controversies 

and theories, but he doesn't show
 how

 every con-
spiracy has been supported and refuted by just 
about every other. In the end, w

e knew
 tw

o things: 
T

he JF
K

 assassination occurred on t:ovem
ber 22, 

1963; the JFK
 litem

tu
re w

ith its ow
n language and 

esoterica w
ill probably outlive us all. 	
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W
ashington 
P

resid
en

t L
y
n
d
o
n
 B

. Jo
h
n
so

n
 u

sed
 th

e fear o
f 

n
u

clear w
ar w

ith
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 to

 p
ersu

ad
e k

ey
 

n
atio

n
al len

d
ers to

 p
articip

ate in
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
n
s-

m
issio

n
 in

v
estig

atio
n

 in
to

 th
e slay

in
g

 o
f Jo

h
n

 F
. 

K
en

n
ed

y
, n

ew
ly

 released
 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se telep

h
o
n
e 

tran
scrip

ts sh
o
w

ed
 y

esterd
ay

. 

R
eco

rd
s o

p
en

ed
 b

y
 th

e N
atio

n
al A

rch
iv

es sh
o
w

 
th

at Jo
h
n

so
n

 ex
p

ressed
 h

is w
o

rries to
 S

en
ato

r R
ich

-
ard R

ussell, once a leader of S
outhern D

em
ocrats, and 

to
 C

h
ief Ju

stice E
arl W

arren
 th

at u
n

v
erified

 ru
m

o
rs 

about involvem
ent of S

oviet or C
uban officials in the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n

 m
ig

h
t p

u
sh

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

into a w
ar that could "kill 40 m

illion A
m

ericans lit an 
h
o
u
r." 

"I can't arrest you and I'm
 not going to put the F

B
I 

o
n
 y

o
u
, b

u
t y

o
u
're g

o
d
d
am

n
ed

 su
re g

o
in

g
 to

 serv
e," 

Johnson told R
ussell, w

ho w
as reluctant to participate 

in
 th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 b

ecau
se o

f h
is d

islik
e o

f W
arren

. 
T

h
e ch

ief ju
stice h

ad
 w

ritten
 a u

n
an

im
o

u
s 1

9
5

4
 S

u
-

p
rem

e C
o

u
rt d

ecisio
n

 d
eclarin

g
 p

u
b

lic sch
o

o
l seg

re-
g

atio
n

 u
n

co
n

stitu
tio

n
al. 

T
h

e reco
rd

s also
 co

n
tain

 Jo
h

n
so

n
's claim

 th
at 

W
arren

 "started
 cry

in
g

" w
h

en
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 refu
sed

 to
 let 

him
 off the hook in a face-to-face m

eeting in the O
val 

O
ffice. 

W
arren

 an
d
 R

u
ssell later serv

ed
 to

g
eth

er en
 th

e 
co

m
m

issio
n

, w
h

ich
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 1
9

6
4

 th
at L

ee H
arv

ey
 

O
sw

ald had acted as a cone assassin, 

T
h
e tran

scrip
ts o

f Jo
h
n
so

n
's p

h
o
n
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
s 

in the w
eeks im

m
ediately after the N

ov. 22, 19113, as-
sassin

atio
n

 w
ere m

ad
e p

u
b

lic to
 com

ply w
ith legisla-

tion approved by. C
ongress last year ordering virtual-

ly
 all o

fficial reco
rd

s o
n
 th

e sh
y
in

g
 o

p
en

ed
 to

 th
e 

public. A
ides said Johnsoil m

ade a practice of secretly 
recording i'm

nst of h
is k

ey
 telep

h
o

n
e calls. 


